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PREFACE. 


In presenting to the public this the first English ver¬ 
sion of the A vesta, the Translator deems it necessary to 
state in few words the circumstances connected with its 
appearance. 

The translation itself was commenced more than three 
years ago, at the request of Mr. Muncherjee Hormusjee 
Cama, who was anxious to have it published for the 
use of his countrymen. The manuscript of the first 
volume, the Yendidad, was then sent to Professor 
Spiegel, of Erlangen, who had kindly offered to revise 
it, and make such alterations as several years of addi¬ 
tional study (Yol. I. of the German Translation was 
published in 1852), might have suggested to him. 
These corrections are pointed out in the Notes, except 
in a few instances where the difference between the 
English and the original German renderings is merely 
nominal. 

After the MS. had been returned with Professor 
Spiegel’s corrections, Mr. Cama and the Translator 
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carefully compared it with a Gujerati manuscript trans¬ 
lation—perhaps the best which the Parsees possess— 
and the principal variations between this translation 
and that of Professor Spiegel are added in the foot¬ 
notes to each page. On the whole, there is less dif¬ 
ference between Professor Spiegel’s version and the 
Gujerati translation than might have been expected. 
They agree in most essential points; and although the 
number of verbal discrepancies might have been con¬ 
siderably enlarged, it did not appear necessary to swell 
the number of the notes with these trifling variations. 

"With regard to the second and third volumes, con¬ 
taining the Vispered and Yacna, and the Khordah- 
Avesta, Professor Spiegel did not think it worth while 
to have the MS. submitted to him, the rather that it 
was but a short time since the appearance of the 
German edition, and all doubtful points could be more 
fully discussed in the “ Commentary.”* The Translator 
has, however, so far as his knowledge would permit, 
compared the more,difficult passages with the original 
Zend, not for the purpose of criticising Professor Spiegel, 
but to guide him a little in his choice of words; for 
it need hardly be said that the translation of a work 
which is itself a translation, docs not allow of so much 
freedom as may be admissible when translating from a 

* Mr. Cama has procured from Professor Spiegel the right of translating this 
Commentary, and it will shortly appear. 
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native writer. Hence the present translation is much 
more literal than elegant 5 and the Translator fears that 
many of his English readers will pronounce a consider¬ 
able portion of the Gathas and some part of the 'iashts 
to he almost as unintelligible in their present form as in 
the Zend itself. On this point the Translator ventures 
to bespeak the indulgence of critics; and to prove that 
the obscurity is not of his creating, he begs to refer in 
particular to the German version of two passages, viz., 
Yasht 10 , 51, and Yasht 13 , 26, as a specimen of the 
difficulties he has had to encounter.* 

The Parsee reader will observe that in the Ivhordah- 
Avesta Professor Spiegel has frequently omitted passages 
which had occurred elsewhere, in order to avoid repeti¬ 
tion, whereas in the Gujerati translation these passages 
are given entire. 

It should be mentioned that the Introductions to Pro¬ 
fessor Spiegel’s three volumes are not included in this 
Translation, and the Notes, especially those of Yols. II. 
and III., have been considerably abridged, because many 
of the subjects treated of can be discussed more advan¬ 
tageously in the forthcoming Commentary. 

In conclusion, the Translator wishes to state that this 

* In his note to this verse the Translator omitted to state that he had ventured to 
render the word fravazemnanahm actively. Professor Spiegel has [die schnellsteu] 
der Beforderten. The participle vazemno (Middle Voice) signifies “drawn” or 
“ carried” (by horses in a chariot, etc.), and perhaps this may be the real meaning 
here. The only question is how far the prefix fra changes the signification of the 
original verb. 
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edition has been printed by Mr. Cama for the purpose 
of distributing it gratuitously to his Parsee brethren 
in India; but the Translator having expressed a wish 
that a few copies might be sold in this country, to 
introduce the ancient religion of Zarathustra to the 
English public, Mr. Cama has kindly acceded to the 
Translator’s request. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The history of the Zend writings, of the many vicissitudes 
through which they have passed, and the perils they have 
escaped, would form one of the most interesting chapters in 
the annals of the human race. Little as we know respecting 
the more ancient period of the Old Iranians, we know enough 
to be aware of its importance in the annals of the world, and to 
be desirous of recovering, as far as possible, the records of a race 
whose influence was once felt throughout the greater part of Asia, 
who ruled over Egypt, and who were of kindred blood with the 
races which peopled Europe. The first great struggle for empire 
of which detailed and authentic accounts have reached us, is the 
contest between the Greeks and Persians a.c. 490, # more than 
twenty-three centuries ago; and even at this early date the reli¬ 
gion of Zarathustra was already so old that the language in which 
it was originally composed differed essentially from the language 
spoken by Darius.f Thus much we have learned from the Cunei¬ 
form Inscriptions; but when we attempt to go farther, and fix the 
date of the Iranian Prophet, we are met by difficulties at present 
insuperable, and we can neither deny nor confirm the statement 
of Aristotle, who places Zoroaster six thousand years before his 
own time, or rather that of Plato (about a.c. 300). 

Comparative philology teaches us that the Zend and Sanskrit 

* Of course I do not mean to ignore the Chaldean, Assyrian, and Babylonian 
monarchies, but there was no Herodotus to chronicle their story: “ Vixere fortes ante 
Agamemnona." 

f This difference may be partly due to dialect; hut there is no doubt that the 
language of the Avesta is centuries older than the language of the Cuneiform 
Inscriptions. 

b 
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are sister tongues, and comparative mythology show3 that the 
people whose traditions and legends culminated respectively in 
the Vedas and the Avesta were originally of one family. We 
can also perceive distinct traces of a religious schism between 
the two great branches of the Aryan family, but whether this 
schism was due to the introduction of the Zarathustrian creed or 
not, we have no certain means of determining. For the present, 
then, we can say but little respecting the pre-historic period of 
the Iranians; and even when we arrive at the firmer ground of 
Cyrus the Great (about a.c. 550) we are still left in almost 
complete ignorance as to the precise form of the Zarathustrianism 
of his day. In the reign of Darius the name of Ahura-Mazda 
(in the form Auramazda) is indeed of frequent occurrence, but 
the name of Zarathustra does not occur. This need not surprise 
us when we reflect that the Inscriptions of Darius are simple 
historic records. 

The limits of an Introduction will not allow us to attempt 
more than the merest outline of Persian history, and we must 
content ourselves with saying, that in the reign of Darius the 
Persian Empire attained its greatest splendour, and the list of 
conquered countries in the famous Inscription of Behistun shows 
us the extent of the dominions of the great king. Still the 
frequent rebellions which are also recorded show us by how 
feeble a band the kingdom was held together. For two cen¬ 
turies, the Persian monarchy remained in the family of the 
Acheemenians, until the overthrow of the kingdom by the Greeks 
under Alexander. 

For five hundred years the history of Persia as an independent 
nation is a blank; it was divided into petty kingdoms, ruled 
over first by the Greeks and then by the Parthians, from b.c. 
331 to a.d. 22G. In the latter year, Ardcshir Babcgan, a 
Persian officer of royal descent, who was serving in the army of 
Artaban the Parthian, revolted and succeeded in recovering the 
empire. The first care of Ardeshir was to restore the national 
religion to its primitive splendour, and it is to his reign (or 
possibly to the reign of one of his successors) that the written 
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text of the Avesta must be referred. The long period, however, 
of five centuries, or fifteen generations, during which the followers 
of Zarathustra had been in subjection to an alien race, must no 
doubt have seriously interfered with the traditions, and hence 
the deranged orthography of the Zend texts. Hence also the 
confused notions among the Persians respecting their own his¬ 
tory, which led them to accept the fabulous accounts of Zara¬ 
thustra and Gushtasp as preserved in the Arda-i-Viraf-Nameh.* 
At the same time the Mobeds whom Ardeshir summoned to 
collect the writings and traditions of the ancient faith, appear to 
have discharged their task honestly, and in truth it would have 
been difficult for them to interpolate any new doctrines of then- 
own, even had they desired it, because the language of the 
Avesta had long since ceased to be spoken, and the contempo¬ 
raries of Ardeshir could no more have composed a chapter of the 
Vendidad than an English gentleman of this century could 
imitate the Anglo-Saxon of King Alfred. Occasionally, when 
the original text was imperfect, the Mobeds introduced a few 
words to connect the sense ; “ but these,” says Professor Wester- 
gaard, “ are merely simple clauses, or introductory words, partly 
found already in the ancient texts, and even these betray a want 
of real knowledge.” 

We may, therefore, consider it certain that the text of the 
Avesta which we now possess is such as had been preserved by 
tradition from a very early period, and that whatever may be 
its imperfections it is at least genuine. Unfortunately the im¬ 
perfections are very numerous, and hence the difficulty of an 
exact translation is greatly increased. Westergaard says on this 
point: “ From the fall of the Achremenians to the rise of that 
[the Sassanian] dynasty, more than five centuries had gone by. 
This is a space in which much may be forgotten and mistaken 

* Persian history resembles the course of those rivers whose sources are unknown 
and which occasionally disappear into subterraneous channels and only eome to light 
some miles farther oil. Thus of the Arian kingdom of b.c. 2234 we know nothin** 
but the name; nor is it till the reign of Cyrus, or more strictly speaking Darius h\m- 
self, that we really have authentic records. These continue for two hundred years, 
and then we are in the dark for five hundred years. Then we have history for four 
hundred years, and then comes the Mohammedan Conquest. 
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even by the most tenacious memory, must be lost and corrupted 
in spite of the greatest carefulness, and this even under favorable 
circumstances, much more so when distress and contempt pre¬ 
vail. That this actually has been the case tradition confesses, 
stating as it does that most of the ancient texts were already lost. 
This the texts also imitate by their fragmentary state (which is 
no doubt of greater extent than it appears), by the unintelligible 
passages, mutilated sentences and uncouth words, where recol¬ 
lection must have failed, or where only defective pieces of written 
documents w’ere preserved.” 

Our space will not permit of a detailed history of Persia under 
the Sassanian dynasty, and to give a barren list of the thirty-one 
kings who composed it would be neither interesting nor instruc¬ 
tive. We can, however, well dispense with the history of this 
period, because nothing during it could be added to the written 
law of Zarathustra. Suffice it to say that the Sassanian kings 
extended the empire of Persia, till in the reign of Nushirwan 
the Just (a.d. 531 to 579) it reached from the banks of the 
Phasis to the shores of the Mediterranean, from the Red Sea to 
the Jaxartes and the Indus. The coinage of the Sassanian 
monarchs, many specimens of which have fortunately been pre¬ 
served, bear infallible witness to the nature of their religion. On 
almost all of these the word Mctzdiesn— (i Adorer of Uormazd,” 
precedes the title of the reigning king, while on the obverse is 
a representation of a Fire altar. 

The last of the Sassanians was Yezdegird III., who ascended 
* 

the throne a.d. G52. In his reign occurred the Mohammedan 

i 

invasion, which swept away for ever the dominion of the fol¬ 
lowers of Zarathustra. Although the Persians fought with the 
utmost bravery, and were victorious in a first engagement, it was 
impossible to resist the fanatic valour of the Moslems, and on 
the plains of Cadesia, after a carnage of four days, the Sacred 
Banner—the Dircfsh-i-Kawani—was captured, and the Persian 
general, Rustem (a namesake of the national hero) slain. The 
Persians made one more great effort; but at Kahavend, to the 
south of Ilamadan, the loss of one hundred thousand men put 
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an end to the struggle (a.d. 641). Yezdegird fled, and some 
time afterwards was murdered while he slept, by a miller, for the 
sake of his rich arms and robes (a.d. 651). 

The Mohammedan Conquest w T as far more fatal to the religion 
of Zarathustra than any of the early disasters which had befallen 
the Persian empire. The Greeks and Parthians were more or 
less tolerant of all religions, and when they conquered a country 
did not attempt to extirpate the national faith ; but to the Mos¬ 
lems, who fought to establish their own creed, toleration was 
unknown, and when violence failed to convert they resorted to 
extirpation. Hence, in a short time, the Zarathustrian religion 
was all but rooted out of Persia, and the Parsees were confined 
to the oasis of Yezd. Still there lingered for many years 
amongst the landed nobility of Persia a fond, though secret, 
attachment to the religion of their ancestors, particularly in the 
eastern provinces, remote from the capital and less influenced 
by foreign dominion. It is to this reverence on the part of the 
Persian nobles for the ancient faith and traditions, that we owe 
the preservation of those materials which served Firdusi as the 
groundwork of his noble epic; and amidst all the fabulous 
legends in which Oriental imagination delights to veil the ex¬ 
ploits of national heroes, we can trace a dim outline of historic 
facts and connect the mythic tales of the Mohammedan poet with 
the most ancient heroes and divinities of the Avesta and the Vedas.* 

Thus far we have given an outline of the historical part of 
the Zarathustrian religion ; we must now relate how the Zend 
language was first brought to Europe, and how the labours of 
modern scholars have succeeded in restoring, at least, some 
knowledge of an ancient and all but extinct tongue, which had 
remained in obscurity for upwards of a thousand years. 
Parsees emigrated to India about the middle of tha seventh 
century,f and for more than a thousand years may be said to 

* The old Persian creed and moral system exercised a greater influence on Moham¬ 
medan writers than is generally known. Iu Saadi, for example, are many precepts 
which evidently emanated from the Zoroastrian religion, and it is a significant fact 
that in Saadi all the good kings are Persians. 

t The date of the first immigration into India is uncertain. A second immigration 
appears to have taken place a century later. 
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have been all but unknown to Europe. The mode in which the 
Avesta was first brought to Europe has almost the appearance 
of a chapter of romance, for it was owing to what may be termed 
a sudden fancy on the part of a single man that the discovery of 
the Zend Manuscripts is due. 

It is now rather more than a century ago that a young 
Frenchman, by name Anquetil du Perron, happened to see a 
few pages in the Zend character which had been copied from a 
Manuscript of the Vendidad Sade in the Bodleian Library.* 
lie immediately conceived the idea of going out to India in 
search of the original Zend writings; and having no other 
means of making the journey (a long and hazardous one in 
those days), he actually enlisted in a regiment about to proceed 
to India. His friends now took his cause warmly in hand, and 
he was soon released from his enlistment, and sent out to India 
with a pension from the King to enable him to prosecute his 
design. After various adventures Anquetil was successful in 
his attempt: he procured copies of the Avesta and other works 
relating to the Zarathustrian religion, made translations with 
the help of the Destur Darab, and returned in triumph to 
Europe. So far the courage and perseverance of Anquetil du 
Perron merit the highest encomiums; but, unfortunately for 
his own reputation, Anquetil’s vanity was of a nature beyond 
what could be tolerated even in a successful discoverer, and 
instead of modestly allowing his achievements to speak for 
themselves, he published his translation of the Avesta with 
as triumphant an air as if he had discovered two or three 
new worlds, and at the same time he filled nearly a quarto 
volume with his own adventures (written in a bad style and for 
the most part excessively uninteresting), even inserting puerile 
anecdotes bearing upon his personal appearance, and hinting 
that he was a very handsome fellow, especially before son teint 
rose had been spoiled by an Indian sun. As if this were not 
enough lie spoke slightingly of the University of Oxford, and 
thereby roused the ire of Sir William Jones (then a young man), 

* This MS. was procured at Surat, by George Bourchicr, in 1718. 
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who, in a celebrated letter (written in French, because, says Sir 
William, it was the only language of which M.A. . . . du P. . . . 
understood —a little), not only inflicted a most severe castigation 
upon AnquetiFs presumption, but so far as wit and ridicule were 
concerned, went far to disprove the very existence of the Zend 
itself. In this Sir W. Jones was of course wrong; but looking 
at AnquetiFs translation, we cannot feel surprised at the doubts 
which Sir W. Jones entertained of its authenticity. For this 
Anquetil is not to blame; since, when we consider the dis¬ 
advantages he had to contend with, we can only wonder that 
he was able to produce any translation at all. In the first place, 
his teacher, the Destur Darab, though well acquainted with the 
Parsee traditions, possessed no grammatical knowledge of the 
Zend at all,—in fact, it would seem as if very little grammatical 
learning existed even so far back as the date of the Huzvaresh 
translation; and in a thousand years of subjection and exile it 
was not to be expected that the Parsee priests could do more 
than preserve the Avesta and the literal translation. Add to this 
that the Destur and Anquetil communicated with each other 
through the medium of Persian; and we find the case to re¬ 
semble that of a man attempting to teach a language which he 
does not understand himself, by means of a language which his 
pupiPunderstands but indifferently. 

In Germany, AnquetiFs book fared better than in England. 
The Germans, not greatly caring about the University of Oxford, 
and thinking that vanity sat as lightly on an author as feathers 
on a bird, set themselves soberly to examine the merits of 
AnquetiFs discovery, and very soon a German translation of 
AnquetiFs three volumes, with an “ Appendix ” of two volumes, 
was published by Kleuker, who successfully vindicated Anquetil 
from the charge of having attempted to impose a fabricated 
language upon the learned of Europe. AnquetiFs book was 
published in 1771 (he returned from India in 17C2), and Kleuker’s 
translation appeared in 1781. 

For many years after this the study of Zend made scarcely any 
progress. Erskine and some other scholars regarded it as merely 
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a corruption of Sanskrit, and this opinion was pretty generally 
received until Professor Rask* completely overturned it, and 
proved that Zend, though allied to Sanskrit, was a distinct lan¬ 
guage ; and, farther, that modern Persian was derived from 
Zend, as Italian is from Latin. 

But the real founder of Zend philology was Eugene Burnouf, 
whose “ Commentaire sur le Ya<jna,” and “ Etudes sur les 
Langue et les Textes Zends/’ are a monument of patient learn¬ 
ing and critical acumen. Taking the translation of Anquetil 
du Perron as a starting point, he proceeded to compare it with 
the Sanskrit version of Neriosengh, and to carefully analyze 
every word of the original Zend. The result of his investigation 
was to prove that Anquetil’s translation could by no means be 
looked upon as exact, but at the same time Burnouf did ample 
justice to'the memory of the adventurous traveller to whose 
energy and perseverance Europe was indebted for the means by 
which the acquisition of Zend was rendered possible. Burnouf’s 
labours extended over a period of more than twenty years 
(1829-1852), and during this time other scholars had begun to 
apply themselves to the study of Zend. The discovery that it 
was one of the languages of the Cuneiform Inscriptions gave a 
fresh importance to the language of the Avesta, and the 
progress of Zend philology was now rapid.t The Avesta 
had been already made accessible to European students by 
Burnouf, who caused the Vendidad-Sade to be lithographed and 
published in a magnificent folio volume (1829-1843). In 1850 
Professor Brockaus, of Leipzig, published an edition of the 
Vendidad-Sade in Roman characters, and added to it a Glossary 
of such words as had been explained by Burnouf, Benfcy, Bopp, 
Roth, Lassen, and others. Professor Westergaard next gave a 
complete edition of the Avesta and Khordah-Avesta in Zend 
characters (1852-54). 

* Rask’s Treatise was translated into German by F. II. von der Ilagen, and 
published in 1826. I have not been able to procure a copy of the Danish original, 
which was published only a short time earlier. 

t In England Sir II. C. Rawlinson was the first to translate a large portion of the 
Cuneiform Inscriptions by moans of Zend. 
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In the year 1862 Professor Hang published at Bombay some 
“ Essays on the Sacred Language, Writings, and Religion of 
the Parsees,” a work which, with the exception of the criticism 
on Professor Spiegel, (in which the Translator can by no means 
acquiesce), is a really useful one, since it places before the student 
much information in a condensed form, and also contains an 
outline of Zend grammar. 

The works of several other scholars who have devoted them¬ 
selves more or less to the study of Zend will be found in the 
“ Li3t of Books relating to the Avesta, the Zend Language, the 
Old-Iranian Religion and Antiquities,” printed at the end of the 
work. 

We must now briefly mention the labours of Professor Spiegel, 
who has contributed so much to our knowledge not merely of 
Zend but of the previously unknown Huzvaresh, a language of 
the utmost importance for the correct interpretation of the 
Avesta. In consequence of his reputation as an Orientalist, and 
particularly as a student of Zend, Professor Spiegel was com¬ 
missioned some years ago by the Bavarian Government to visit the 
various Public Libraries of Europe which contained Zend, Huzva¬ 
resh, and other Manuscripts, and make copies of all which might 
be necessary. This laborious task Spiegel accomplished, and at 
once commenced preparing an edition of the original Texts and a 
German Translation of the same. Before any part of this was 
ready, he published a Pars! Grammar in 1851. Next appeared 
his German Translation of the Avesta in 1852, followed shortly 
after by Vol. I. of the Zend Text, accompanied by the Huzva¬ 
resh Translation. A Grammar of the Huzvaresh was pub¬ 
lished in 1856, and followed in 1860 by a second part con¬ 
taining a history of the Traditional Literature of the Parsees, 
copious extracts in Huzvaresh, and a Vocabulary. In 1859 
Spiegel gave us his version of the Vispered and Yaqna, and in 
1863 completed his translation of the extant Zend Texts by 
publishing the Khordah-Avesta. 

We are aware that Professor Spiegel’s labours have been 
somewhat harshly criticized by more than one of his country-. 
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men, but without saying anything of a controversial nature, 
which would be quite out of place in this Introduction, we would 
observe that Professor Spiegel is the first to give us a complete 
translation of all the Zend writings now extant, and to say that 
his translation is not perfect is simply to confess that the study 
of Zend is still far from perfect, No one is better aware of 
this than Professor Spiegel himself; and, in truth, it would be 
easy for a captious critic to find abundant fault with every work 
which has ever been written respecting the Zend language ; but 
as this could lead to no useful result, would it not be better if 
Zend scholars were to exercise a little mutual forbearance with 
respect to each other's errors, and adopt the motto, “ Scimus et 
hanc veniam petimusque damusque vicissim.” 

At present the study of Zend is only in its infancy; and 
although so much has been done of late years for Zend philology, 
much more remains to do before our knowledge of the Old- 
Iranian Religion and Antiquities can be said to be complete. 
As yet the language itself is*confined to a few of the learned, 
and seem3 likely to remain so, as there is neither a Grammar # 
nor a Dictionary of Zend yet published. This is the more to 
be regretted, because the whole subject of the Mazdayaqnian 
religion deserves more attention than has hitherto been paid 
to it. A religion which is probably as ancient as Judaism, 
and wdiich certainly taught the immortality of the soul and a 
future state of rewards and punishments for centuries before 
those doctrines were prevalent among the Jews,—a religion 
which for ages prior' to Christianity announced that men must 
be pure in thought as well as in word and deed, and that sins 
must be repented of before they could be atoned for,—a religion 
whose followers were forbidden to kill even animals wantonly, at 
a time when the ancestors of the French and English nations 

* The so-called Zend Grammar of S. rietraszewski (an English translation of 
which has been published at Bombay) does not deserve the name. The author is an 
ex-Dragoraan (formerly in the Russian service), and has conceived the extraordinary 
idea that the Zend language is to he interpreted by means of Polish, that Zarathustra 
was a 1 Vole, and that the Vendidad contains an account of the march of the Polish 
nation into Poland, with rules for their guidance on the way. In Europe M. 
Pietraszewski is simply laughed at, and no scholar condescends to even notice his 
works. 
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were accustomed to sacrifice human victims to their sanguinary 
Deities,—such a pure and venerable religion is one which must 
always command the respect of the civilized world, and of which 
a Parsec may well be proud. 

And yet till recently, at least, the Parsees seem to have taken 
but little interest in their own legends, their own language. It 
was not a Parsee, but the Mohammedan Firdusi, who collected 
the stories of Old-Persian heroes and kings and embodied them 
in an immortal poem ; and now, again, it is not Parsees but Euro¬ 
pean scholars who have restored to some degree of intelligibility 
the all but forgotten language of Zarathustra. No doubt there 
are obstacles in the way of the Parsees which are not felt in 
Europe. Greek, Latin, French, and German (without which 
scarcely a step can be taken in the study of Zend), are familiar 
to all European students, while they are little known in Bombay; 
but, on the other hand, the Parsees find it comparatively easy to 
acquire Sanskrit and Persian, languages which present so many 
difficulties to a European scholar, and a knowledge of which is 
also indispensable for the acquisition of Zend. 

We believe, however, that many of the Parsees are now 
desirous of doing everything in their power for promoting the 
study of their ancient language and religion. As we have said 
already, the Mazdaya§nian religion is one which well deserves 
the attention, not only of the Parsees themselves, but also of 
European scholars, and lest we should be thought partial in pro¬ 
nouncing this opinion, we feel we cannot do better than conclude 
this introduction with a translation of the words of the talented 
founder of Zend philology:— u One of the most evident and 
best known features of the system whose origin is attributed 
to Zoroaster, is the place which human personality and human 
morality occupy in it. The proportions of this system, as 
far at least as we have a glimpse of it in the fragments of 
the Zend books which remain to us, are no doubt less vast 
than those of Brahmanism, as it appears in the gigantic con¬ 
ceptions of Vedic naturalism. But in detaching itself more 
decidedly from God and Nature, Zoroastrianism has certainly 
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taken more account of man than Brahmanism, and it may be 
said that to a certain point it has gained in depth what it has 
lost in extent. It does not belong to me to point out here what 
influence a system which tends to develope the noblest instincts 
of our nature, and which imposes on man as the most important 
of his duties that of striving constantly against the principle of 
evil, has exercised on the destinies of the peoples of Asia, among 
whom it has been adopted at different epochs. It may, however, 
be said that the character at once martial and religious, which 
• appears with such heroic traits in most of the Yeslits, could not 
have been without influence on the masculine discipline under 
which, if we may believe classic antiquity, the monarchy esta¬ 
blished by Cyrus rose to grandeur.”—Burnouf, Etudes sur la 
Langue et sur les Textes Zends, p. 81. 


CONTENTS OF THE VENDIDAD. 


FARGARD I. 
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FARGARD I.—INTRODUCTION.* 

In the first Fargard of the Avesta we have a most important 
geographical record of the countries known to the early Iranians, 
It was formerly held that this Fargard contained a series of 
traditions relating to the most ancient migrations of the Arian 
race; but the best authorities are now agreed that the idea of 
“successive migrations” by the Arians into the various countries 
enumerated must be given up. Bunsen and Hang, however, we 
believe, still adhere to their previous opinion ; and we have 
accordingly thought it best to subjoin their explanation of this 
Fargard. 

Professor Spiegel now translates verse 2 as follows : 

2. u I created the (home-)place, a creation of pleasantness, 
not anywhere (else) where joy.” 

With this translation the Huzvaresh Gloss suits very well : 

“ Where a man is born there is he brought up, and he accounts 
that as the fairest [place].” 

Thus the meaning of the commencement of Fargard I. is this: 
Ahura-Mazda has implanted in human breasts the love of home, 
so that in spite of all defects men love their native country, and 
prefer to remain in it and not w T ander into other lands. In other 
respects the Fargard is simple and intelligible. Ahura-Mazda 
relates to Zarathustra the various countries he created, all of 
which were at first good and perfect, until corrupted by Aiira- 
mainyus, to whom, as the Principle of Evil, all u oppositions,” 
or evils, are'attributed. There i3, however, no mention of re¬ 
ligious ordinances in this first Fargard, which seems originally 
not to have belonged to the Vendidad itself, though it was early 
prefixed to it as an historical introduction. 

* The substance of this Introduction is taken from Professor Spiegel’s “Commentary 
on the Avesta,” now publishing. The Introductions to the other Fargards have been 
adapted from Spiegel’s translation of the Avesta, but they arc not translated literally. 
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1. Akura-Mazda spake to the holy Zarathustra. 

2. I created, 0 holy Zarathustra, a place, a Creation of de¬ 
light, (but) nowhere was created a possibility (of approach). 

3. For had I not, 0 holy Zarathustra, created a place, a 
creation of delight, where nowhere was created a possibility, 

4. The whole corporeal world would have gone after Airyana- 
vaeja. [A place, a Creation of delight, not so delightful as the 
first (have I created) ; the second, an opposition of the same— 
one destroying men (has Anra-mainyus created)].* 1 

5. The first and best of regions and places have I created, I 
who am Ahura-Mazda: 

6. The Airyana-vaeja of the good creation. 2 

7. Then Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, created an op¬ 
position to the same; 

8. A great Serpent and Winter which the Daevas have 
created. 

9. Ten winter-months are there, two summer-months, 

10. And these are cold as to the water, cold as to the earth, 
cold as to the trees. 

11. After this to the middle of the earth, then to the heart of 
the earth, 

12. Comes the winter; then comes the most evil. 

13. The second and best of regions and places have I created, 
I who am Ahura-Mazda. 

14. Gafi the dwelling-place of Sugkdha. 3 

15. Then Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, created an 
opposition to the same. 

16. A wasp which is very death to the cattle and fields. 

17. The third and best of regions and places have I created, I 
who am Ahura-Mazda. 

18. Mouru, the high, the holy. 4 

19. Then Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, created an 
opposition to the same. 

20. Evil reports.+ 

21. The fourth and best of regions and places I created, I who 
am Ahura-Mazda. 

* The small figures refer to the Xotes at the end of each Fargard. 
t Evil Thoughts .—Gujerati Translation. 
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22. Bakhdhi* the beautiful, with lofty standards. 5 

23. Then Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, created an 
opposition to the same. 

24. Devouring beasts. + 

25. The fifth and best of regions and places I created, I who 
am Almra-Mazda. 

20. NisaJ which lies between Mouru and Bakhdhi. 6 

27. Then Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, created an 
opposition to the same. 

28. Doubt [i.e. Unbelief]. 

29. The sixth and best of regions and places I created, I who 
am Ahura-Mazda. 

30. Haroyu,§ which is rich in clans. 7 

31. Then Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, created an 
opposition to the same. 

32. Slothfulness and poverty. || 

33. The seventh and best of regions and places I created, I 
who am Ahura-Mazda. 

34. Vaekereta, the dwelling-place of Dujak.H 8 

35. Then Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, made an oppo¬ 
sition to the same. 

36. A Pairika, Khnanthaiti, who attached herself to Kere- 
cagpa. # # 9 

37. The eighth and best of regions and places I created, I who 
am Ahura-Mazda. 

38. Urvaft which is full of pasture-grounds. 10 

39. Then Anra-mainyus, w T ho is full of death, created an 
opposition to the same. 

40. Evil defilement. 

41. The ninth and best of regions and places I created, I who 
am Ahura-Mazda. 

42. Khnenta the dwelling-place of Vehrkana, 11 

43. Then Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, made an oppo¬ 
sition to the same. , 

44. Wicked inexpiable deeds, ptederastism. 

45. The tenth and best of regions and places I created, I who 
am Ahura-Mazda. 

46. The beautiful Haraqaiti. 

47. Then Aiira-mainyus, who is full of death, made an oppo¬ 
sition to the same. 


• Bokhar.— Guj. Tr. f Ants carrying away grain.— Guj. Tr. 

X Nisapoor.— Guj. Tr. § Hullub.— Guj. Tr. 

|j A certain beautiful singing fly.— Guj. Tr. 

II Cabool. The place of evil shadow.— Guj. Tr. 

* * The worship of idols which were destroyed by Kere 9 aq>a.— Guj. Tr. 

ft Oruvatoos.— Gtj. Tr. J £ Hermund.— Guj. Tr. 
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48. Wicked inexpiable deeds, the burying of corpses. 

49. The eleventh and best of regions and places I created, I 
who am Ahura-Mazda. 

50. Ilaetumat,* the brilliant, the shining. 13 

51. Then Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, made an oppo¬ 
sition to the same. 

52. The sin Yatu.t 14 

53. This is their manifest sign. 

54. This is their manifest mark. 

55. Wherein they always become the Yatus' own through 
murder. 

56; Then are they very much the Yatus* own. 

57. Then come those to light who are for murdering and for 
smiting the heart. 

58. . . . [Text illegible] 

59. The twelfth and best of regions and places I created, I 
who am Ahura-Mazda. 

60. Ragbag which consists of three tribes. 15 

61. Then made Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, an oppo¬ 
sition to the same. 

62. Wicked monstrous doubt. 

63. The thirteenth and best of regions and places I created, 
I who am Ahura-Mazda. 

64. Chakhra the strong.]! 16 

65. Thereupon Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, made an 
opposition to the same. 

66. Wicked inexpiable deeds; the burning of the dead. 

67. The fourteenth and best of lands and places I created, 
I who am Ahura-Mazda. 

68. Varena^I with the four corners. 17 

69. For which was born Thraetaono, who killed the serpent 
Dahaka. 18 

70. Then Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, made an oppo¬ 
sition to the same. 

71. Wicked signs and un-Arian plagues of the region. 

72. The fifteenth and best of places I created, I who am 
Ahura-Mazda. 

73. Hapta Hendu. 19 

74. Then Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, made an oppo¬ 
sition to the same. 

75. Wicked tokens # * and a wicked heat. 

76. The sixteenth and best of places I created, I who am 
Ahura-Mazda. 

* Sistan.— Guj. Tr. + Sorcery.— Guj. Tr . J The great irrevocable Yatus.— Guj. Tr. 

§ ltey.— Guj. Tr. || The strong and pious.— Guj. Tr. H Kerman.— Guj. Tr. 

* * Menstruation.— Guj. Tr. 
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77. To the east of Raiiha.* 20 

78. Which is governed without kings.t 

79. Thereupon Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, made an 
opposition to the same. 

80. Winter, created by the Demons (and hoar-frost the defile¬ 
ment of the land). 

81. There are also other regions, places, plains, and lands. 

NOTES TO FARGARD 14 

1 Y. 4. I have hesitated some time over the words enclosed in 
brackets, as the Huzvaresh translation does not translate them. 
However, they are certainly not a gloss.§ It seems to me that the 
chapter must have begun with v. 5. The passages in parentheses are 
supplied from the Huzvaresh translation. 

2 Y. 6. This country must be placed in the farthest east of the 
Iranian highlands, at the sources of the Oxus and Jaxartes ( cf . Lassen 
Ind. Alterthk. I., p. 527). In later times Airyana-vaeja becomes a 
purely fabulous region. Thus the Minokhired says (p. 322 fF.): ‘‘The 
Dev of winter is most vehement in Eran-vej. It is stated in the law 
that in Eran-vej the winter lasts ten months and summer two months, 
and these two summer-months are cold as to water, cold as to the 
earth, cold as to the trees; and they have, as opposition, the winter and 
many snakes. They have few other oppositions. And it is manifest 
that Ahum-Mazda created Eran-vej good beyond other places and 
localities; and the good is this, that men live 300 years and cows and 
cattle 150 years, and that they have little pain or sickness, and that 
they do not lie, and have no falling off of nails or hair, and the Dev of 
lust has less power over them, and ten men eat of one loaf and become 
full therewith, and every forty years a child is born of one man and 
one woman, and their law is the law of the Paoiryo Tkaesha, and 
when they die they are sanctified. Their chief (rat) is Gopatisliah 
{cf, my Parsi Grammar, pp. 142, 172), their king and ruler is Cerosch.” 

3 Y. 14. That is, S-o-gd, as the name shows. 

4 V. 18. Apparently the modern Merv. 

6 Y. 22. The modern* Balkh. 

6 V. 26. The determination of this locality is a disputed pojnt; the 
most probable opinion is that of Durnouf, that it is the region N rjaala 
which touched on Hyrcania and Margiana (Strab. L. XI., 7). Only 
then there is this difficulty, that the place must lie between Mouru 
and Pakhdhi, which does not seem compatible with the positions 
above assigned to those localities. We should hence be compelled 
to suppose two Bakhdhis. Anquetil proposes similar expedients. 

* Khorasan.— Guj. Tr. f Where live horse-riders.— Guj, Tr. 

% Of Spiegel’s Xotes the substance is given, but not the literal translation. A few 
additions have been made from other sources by the translator. 

6 Wcstergaard prints the verse as if it’were genuine. Bunsen considers it as an 
addition of the Zendist. 
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Or else he thinks we must assume a second Balkh: “ Supposing 
(what is very probable) that Balkh bami, that is to say Balkh 
the lofty, was only so called in opposition to another Balkh which 
must have given its name to the Gulf of Balkhan, Aesa would 
be found exactly between this latter town and Marou.—If we un¬ 
derstand by Moore, Maraga, a town of Adcrbcdjan; by Bakhdhi, 
Bactriana, situated, according to M. Freret (Mem. de l’Acad. dcs Belles 
Lettres IV., p. 611) between Elymais and Sousiana; and by Soghdo, 
Sogdiana, near Arbeles, Hesa, situated in Irak Aadjemi, must have 
given the name to the Histean Plains, where the Kings ot Persia 
kept their studs, and will be found between Moore (Malaga) and 
Bakhdhi (Bactriana).” Bitter also declares the place still doubtful 
(Asion Bd. VIII., p. 56 ff). The Inscription of Behistun mentions a 
town, Xisaya, in Media (I. § 13, Nisaya nama dahyaus Madaiy). 

7 V. 30. Haroyu, called Hariva in the Cuneiform Inscriptions, is 
the ’A pda of the ancients, the region about Herat, which, according to 
W. Ouscly (Orient. Gcogr., p. 217, note) was formerly called Heri, a 
name which is still preserved in the name of the river Heri-rud and 
agrees very well with the older appellation. 

8 V. 34. That Vaekcreta was taken by the Huzvarcsh translators 
for Kabul is certainly true, but whether a false reading is to be blamed 
for this, as Anquetil thinks, we leave undecided. It is certain that 
not much can be made of the geographical explanations of the Huz- 
varesli translation, for evidently the true tradition had been already 
lost and they only guessed at an explanation. Bitter (1. c., p. 58) 
offers the conjecture that the expression dujako shayanem might denote 
the town Dushak, whose ruins Christie saw at a distance, but thinks 
it uncertain whether this is an old town. This question docs not seem 
to me very important, for although the town Dushak may be modern, 
the name might still be ancient. My opinion, however, that dujaka 
must be taken as a proper name is confirmed by verses 14, 42, where in 
Cughdho shayanem vehrkano, shayanem is throughout taken as a 
proper name. Besides, dujaka appears in the Magna, cap. 45, w T ith the 
signification “evil ” (= dushta, Nerioscng). 

9 V. 36. See remarks on Farg. XIX. 18. 

10 V. 38. Xot yet more accurately determined (See Lassen, 1. c.). 

11 V. 42. Vehrkano, according to the Iranian vowel-changes by 
which the old v corresponds to gu in the modern language, is the 
modern Gurgan (Jorjan of the Arabians) with which it is identical. 
In the Inscription of Behistun it is called Varkana (II. 92). 

12 V. 46. Concerning Haraqaiti there has never been a difference of 
opinion. Even Anquetil recognized the truth, that it is the % hpax affta 
of the ancients. In the Inscriptions the name runs Harauwatis, 
because the old Persian uw represents the Zend q. By the laws of 
vowels Haraqaiti = Harauwatis is identical with the Indian Saravati. 
Sarasvati, in the language of the Vedas, signifies “abounding in water.” 
Further notices in Bitter, 1. e. p. 6Iff. 

13 V. 50. Haetumdt becomes in Sanskrit Setnmat, i.e . “provided with 
bridges.” Whether the meaning is the same in Zend cannot positively 
be affirmed, as haetu is not met with. The Huzvarcsh translators 
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render Haetumat by Itomand; and this, according to the Bundehesh, 
is the name of a river in Sejestan. Evidently Itomand is the same as 
Etymander or the modern Helmend. 

14 V. 52. It cannot be exactly ascertained from the Avesta what the 
Ydtu sins are. Apparently they implied murder, but the later Parsees 
understand by Ydtu-sm the infliction of a wound which cannot be 
healed in five days. See my Parsi'-grammatik, pp. 157, 201.*' 

15 Y. 60. Raghu, the well-known town in Media, is mentioned by 
Darius in the Inscription of Bisutun (Col. II. § 13). Isidor Charac. 
calls it “The greatest of all the Median cities, near Mount Caspius, 
from which the Caspian Gates have their name.” 

16 Y. 64. Chakhra may possibly be the country which Eirdusi calls 

p = Chihrem. 

17 Y. 68. Yarena is explained variously. Lassen (Ind. Alterthk. 
I. p. 425, 527) identifies it with the Fa-lu-nu of a Chinese writer, and 
looks in it for a part of Cabul. Roth (Zeitschr. der D.M.G. II. 219) 
seeks it in the south-east of the Arian territories. The Parsee tradi¬ 
tions place it in Taberistan. The Huzvaresh translation explains it by 
Patasqar-ger, the name of a mountain in Taberistan. The historian of 
Taberistan, Sche-ed-dln (p. 11, ed. Dorn) makes Eredun born in the 

village Werek or Wereki &JJ). Another tradition mentioned 

by the same author makes Eeridun dwell in Gosh, evidently one of the 
gaoshas = corner) in our text. 

18 Y. 69. Dahaka, the name of a snake, is derived by Roth from the 
root das, signifying “to destroy.” 

19 Y. 73. Hapta Hendu, i.e. India, named Hidus in the Cuneiform 
Inscriptions. The signification of Hapta Hendu was long unknown, 
till explained by the Yedas, which call India “Sapta sindhavas,” = “the 
seven rivers.” What rivers these are is shown in the Yaskas Nirukta 
(IX. 56, ed. Roth). Cf. A. Euhn, Jahrb. fur wissensch. Critik. 1844, 
Nov. p. 800. 

20 Y. 77. Ranha, doubtful, but not to be confounded with theRagha 
previously mentioned. In the Huzvaresh it is Rum (DHX). 


The importance of the first Fargard as a literary monument of 
the early history of the Arians is so great, that we subjoin the 
following translation and explanation of it by Bunsen and Haug. 
The notes have been selected from various passages scattered 
throughout the “ Zend Account ” in Bunsen’s Egypt, Vol. III. 

THE FIRST FARGARD OF THE VEXDIDAD. 

1. Ahura-Mazda said to the hallowed Zarathustra: “ I created, 
most holy Zarathustra, into a delicious spot what was hitherto 

* There seems little doubt that the Ya(u sins were sins of sorcery and witchcraft.— 
Vide p. 12, Note. 
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wholly uninhabitable. For had not I, most holy Zaratbustra, 
converted into a delicious spot what was hitherto wholly unin¬ 
habitable, all earthly life would have been poured forth after 
Airyana-vaejo. # 

2. [“ Into a charming region (I converted) one which did not enjoy 
prosperity, the second (region) into the first; in opposition to it is 
great destruction of the existing cultivation.”] f 

3. As the first best of regions and countries, I, who am Ahura- 
Mazda, created Airyana-vaejo of good capability; thereupon in 
opposition to him Aiigro-mainyus, the death-dealing, created a 
mighty serpent and snow, the work of the Daevas .% 

4. Ten months of winter are there—two months of summer. 

[“ Seven months of summer are there; five months winter there 
were ; the latter are cold as to water, cold as to earth, cold as to trees; 
there (is) mid -winter the heart of winter; there all around falls deep 
snow; there is the direst of plagues.”] § 

* The meaning of the verse is this: In the earliest time Airyana Yaejo was the 
only cultivated country; all the rest was a desert. But as there was a danger of 
Airyana Yaejo being overflown by every living thing that existed in this desert, 
habitable regions were created in other parts of the earth. 

f There is no Huzuresh translation at all of this verse. In the glosses which 
precede the translation of the third, no reference is made to it whatever. The 
meaning of the passage is this : Ahura-Mazda transformed into a delightful region 
those districts which had previously been deserts and therefore not an agreeable 
residence; but to all these there were evils attached which were drawbacks to their 
being inhabited. The expression, “ I created into a first the second region,” may 
mean—The desert, the wasted, I raised into a paradise, or at least into a country 
next to a paradise. 

} The name of the first country is Airvanem Yaejo. By this is to be understood 
the original Arian home, the paradise of the Iranians. The ruler of this happy land 
was King Jirua, the renowned Jemshid of Iranian legend. Ahura-Mazda aud Zara- 
thustra here adore the celestial source of water, the Ardvi (jura anahita (It. 5, 17, 
104). Here Zarathustra prays to the Drvaqpa (the patroness of horses, It. 9, 25) and 
to Ashi (17, 245). Thus Airyana Yaejo becomes altogether a mythical country, the 
seat of gods and heroes where there is neither sickness nor death, frost nor heat, as is 
the case in the realm of Jima. In the chapter before us, however, we may still 
discover the historical background. In Airyana Yaejo there are ten months of -win¬ 
ter. But winter, as being one of the curses of Ahriman, has no connection with the 
paradise in which, according to the legend, only happiness and bliss were found. This 
notice, however, is exaetly suited to regions in the far north, or in a very high situa¬ 
tion, and it is a primeval reminiscence of the real cradle of the Iranians. Thus in 
the legend of Airyana Yaejo, the real historical reminiscence of their early home has 
been merged in the description of a happy paradisiacal original state of mankind, not 
as is presented to us in various popular tales. 

§ If we examine this chapter purely in reference to its contents, we may distinguish 
an original document and several supplements, added for the purpose of explanation 
or correction. The additions have generally been considered as mere glosses, but 
judging even from the etymological peculiarities they must be older than the last 
version of the Yendidad, or at least than the last collection. The words of the 
original v. 4, two months of summer , ten of winter , did not appear to the later inter¬ 
preters as suitable to the first Laud of Blessing, the real Paradise. They therefore 
altered them into seven months of summer and five of winter, which however, was in 
direct contradiction to the words of the original, a thing of frequent occurrence in the 
Yendidad, and a manifest indication of its being a later modification of expressions 
which either appeared out of character or too strong. (Compare Yendidad 3, 135, 
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5. As the second best of regions and countries, I, I Ahura- 
Mazda, created Gau, in which Sughdha is situated. Thereupon, 
in opposition to it, Angro-mainyus, the death-dealing, created 
pestilence which is fatal to cattle, small and great.* 

6 . As the third best of regions and lands, I, I Ahura-Mazda, 
created the strong, the pious Mouru. Thereupon Angro-mainyus, 
the death-dealing, created in opposition to it war and pillage.f 

7. As the fourth best of regions and countries, I, I Ahura- 
Mazda, created the happy Bakhdi with the tall banner. There¬ 
upon Angro-mainyus, the death-dealing, created in opposition to 
it buzzing insects and poisonous plants.^ 

8 . As the fifth best of regions and countries, I Ahura, I Mazda, 
created Nisai [between Mouru and Bakkdhi]. Thereupon Angro- 
mainyus, created in opposition to it the curse of unbelief. § 

9. As the sixth best of regions and countries, I, Ahura-Mazda, 
I created Haroyu, the dispenser of water. Thereupon Angro- 
mainyus, the death-dealing, created in opposition to it hail and 
poverty. [| 

10. As the seventh best of regions and countries, I, Ahura- 
Mazda, I created Yaekereta,^ in which Duzliaka is situated. 
Thereupon Angro-mainyus, the death-dealing, created in oppo¬ 
sition to it the Pairika Khnathaiti, who attached herself to 
Kerecacpa.** 

137 et seqq.; 6, 93-100; and 5, 1-49; 6, 102-106; 13, 80-96, and 97-105 of 
Spiegel.) But this change had not yet banished the severe cold from Paradise. Its 
existence must be admitted, and attempts were made to describe its effects in more 
detail, for the words, “cold as to water,” etc., to the end of the verse are additions of 
the Zemlist. These details are out of character altogether with the original. 

* Sughdha is evidently Sogd, Sogdiana, the Fire-land, that is the land where the 
sacred fires were especially lighted. The name was afterwards spelt Sugdia. It is in 
the 38th degree of latitude, where Marakanda (Samarcand^ is situated, a paradisiacal 
land watered by the river Sogd; so that Sogd and Paradise are used synonymously 
by later writers. The course of the Arians was now to the south-west. 

f The country is the present Merv, the Margiana of the classics, Margush of the 
inscriptions, to the south-west of Sogdiana, the place of wild animals, especially birds, 
as its name implies. According to the Vendidad, birds, as well as trees, water, and 
fire, necessarily formed part of a good Ahura-Mazdian country. 

X Bakhdi, or the “ fortunate spot,” is Bactra. The “tall plumes” indicate the 
imperial banner (mentioned also by Firdousi) and refer consequently to the time when 
Bactria was the seat of empire. Up to this time nothing is said about Media, though 
she conquered Babylon in 2234 n.c. 

§ The city of Nisma is situated on the Upper Oxus. “ Unbelief,” signifies the 
apostaey from pure Fire-worship. Here, therefore, the first schism takes place. 

|| Haroyu is Herat, of which frequent mention is made subsequently; Hariva in 
the cuneiform inscriptions. 

U Vaekereta is no doubt Scgestan. 

* * The Huzuresh translators understand the Pairika Khnathaiti to signify “ idol- 
worship.” The origin of this meaning is probably to be sought in some old remi¬ 
niscence of the worship of a Pairike. In the valley of Pishin, to the east of Segestan, 
fairies, the Paricani of the ancients, are to this day worshipped by the natives. Full 
details of Kere^aspa and his amour with* “ a powerful woman who did not profess the 
Zarathustrian religion ” (the Pairika) are found in the Jeshts.—See It. 5, 19, 38, etc. 
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11. As the eighth best of regions and countries, I Ahura- 
Mazda created Urva, abounding in rivers. Thereupon Angro- 
mainyus created in opposition to it the curse of devastation.* * * § 

12. As the ninth best of regions and countries, I Ahura-Mazda 
created Khnenta,t in which Vehrkana is situated. Thereupon 
Ahgro-mainyus created in opposition to it the evil of inexpiable 
sins, paederastism. 

13. As the tenth best of regions and countries, I Ahura- 
Mazda created the happy Haraqaiti. Thereupon Ahgro-mainyus, 
the death-dealing, created the evil of inexpiable acts, the burial 
of the dead.J 

14. As the eleventh best of regions and countries, I Ahura- 
Mazda created Haetumat, the wealthy and brilliant. Thereupon 
Angro-mainyus, the death-dealing, created in opposition to it 
Yatu sins.g 

15. [“And he (Ahgro-mainyus) is endowed with various powers and 
various forms. Wherever these come, on being invoked by one de¬ 
voted to Yatu, there the most horrible Yatu sins arise; then spring up 
those which tend to murder and the deadening of the heart; powerful 
are they by dint of concealing their hideousness and by their enchanted 
potions.”] 

16. As the twelfth best of regions and countries, I Ahura- 
Mazda created Ragha with the three races. Thereupon Ahgro- 
mainyus, the death-dealing, created in opposition to it the evil of 
unbelief in the Supreme.|| 

17. As the thirteenth best of regions and countries, I Ahura- 
Mazda created Chakhra,^ the strong, the pious. Thereupon 

* Urva is proved by Haug to be Cabul. 

t Khnenta is, perhaps, Candahar, 

} Haraquaiti, the Harauwatis of the cuneiform inscriptions, the Arachosia of the 
classics. 

§ Sins of sorcery. The Parsees have lost the real meaning of Yatu, which they 
explain by murder* In the Vedas Yatu-dhana=sorcerer, or witch, lit, one who wan¬ 
ders up and down at night. Haetumat is the valley of the present Hilmend, the 
Etymander of the classics. 

[j The twelfth land is called Ragha, with the predicate of Thrizantu, i.e. having 
three races. In Ya^na, 19, 18, is the following remarkable passage:—“ What sort 
of lords ( patavo ) are these ?—the lord of a nmuna (family, household), the lord of a 
vis (district), the lord of a zantu (race, tribe), the lord of a country, the fifth (lord) 
Zarathnstra. Among the countries which (profess) religions different from that of 
Zarathustra, the Zarathustrian Ragha has our lords. AYhat are these lords ? The 
lord of the family, of the district, of the tribe, and the fourth Zarathustra.” It is 
clear from this tbat the inhabitants of Ragha did not recognize Zarathustra as their 
supreme lord; but that they considered him as inferior to the real lord of the soil, 
though superior to the heads of tribes. This is the reason why they are mentioned 
as possessing “ other than the Zarathustrian faith.” This is a clue to the meaning of 
the curse of Ahriman—Ragha’s doubt as to the Supreme, or the spiritual supremacy 
of Zarathustra. 

^ Chakhra has the same predicates, strong and pious , which we find given to Mduru; 
but since the inhabitants were guilty of occasionally burning the dead, the epithet 
“pious” refers probably to their recognition of the spiritual supremacy of Zarathustra 
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Angro-mainyiis, the death-dealing, created the curse of inex¬ 
piable acts, the burning of the dead,* 

18. As the fourteenth best of regions and countries, I Ahura- 
Mazda created Varenaf with the four corners; to him was born 
Thraetaona, the slayer of the destructive serpent. Thereupon 
Ahgro-mainyus, the death-dealing, created in opposition to him 
irregularly recurring evils (sicknesses)J and un-Arian plagues of 
the country.^ 

19. As the fifteenth best of regions and countries, I Ahura- 
Mazda created Hapta Hindu, || from the eastern Hindu to the 
western. Thereupon Angro-mainyus, the death-dealing, created 
in opposition to it untimely evils and irregular fevers. 

(20. As the sixteenth best of regions and countries, I Ahura- 
Mazda created those who dwell without ramparts on the sea- 
coast.^I Thereupon Angro-mainyas, the death-dealing, created 
in opposition snow, the work of the Daevas; and earthquakes, 
which make the earth to tremble.) 

(21. There are also other regions and countries, happy, re¬ 
nowned, high, prosperous, and brilliant.) 

as contrasted with the inhabitants of Raghu. Where Chakhra was is doubtful. 
Spiegel suggests Chihrera, mentioned in Firdousi. Butler’s Lexicon, voce Charkh=a 
circle (from the Zendish Chakhra =a wheel), states that it is the name of a city in 
Khorassan. 

* i > «cA = coquere, to cook , here signifies the burning of the dead. 

f According to Haug, Varena = Ghilan. Yarena is the birthplace of the hero 
Thraetaona, the Feriduu of Iranian legend. Ilis most celebrated exploit, the murder 
of the infamous tyrant Zohak, is invariably supposed in the legend to have taken 
place on the Albors, or more properly on the mountain of Demavend, to the south of 
the, Caspian ; the recollection of it indeed is kept up to this day, by the annual jubilee 
for the victory of Feridun. The origin of the legend is seen at once to be mytho¬ 
logical, for Thraetaona is the Trita of the Vedas, the slayer of the demon Yrita, who 
prevents the clouds from pouring out water; but there can be little doubt that some 
important event in the early history of the Iranians was worked up with it. 

t Irregularly recurring evils = irregular menstruation. 

$ Z7h-Arian plagues—that is, such as were not met with in the old Arian countries. 

|| Hapta-Hindu = the Indus country, called in the Vedas “ Sapta sindhavas,” or 
“the Seven Rivers.” The eurscs of the country are the sorceries of Ahriman and ex¬ 
cessive heat—which accords with the southern part of the Indus district. 

H As the Caspian was the sea nearest to the Old Iranians, wc must here finderstand 
the shores of that sea. The Indian Ocean is out of the question, in consequence of 
the mention of cold. But the more probable supposition is that the author had in 
view the boundaries of the earth, and that Rangha means the circumambient ocean. 
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FARGARD II.—INTRODUCTION. 

The second Fargard, like the first, does not seem originally to 
have belonged to the Vendidad itself. The purport of the Ven- 
didad was, as the name indicates,* to impart legal ordinances 
against uncleanness (and to give rules for purification). In the 
following Fargard there is no trace of any such ordinances, but 
it is not the less valuable as a fragment of the old Persian hero- 
mythology, and many scholars, including Rhode,+ Ritter,J 
B°pp,§ Lassen,|| Roth,^[ and Windisehmann,** have discussed its 
contents at length and shown its connection with the ancient tradi¬ 
tions of India. This is not the place to enter into a lengthened 
discussion, but we may observe that the Yima of the Vendidad 
is identical with the Yarna of the Vedas, only that in the latter 
Yama is represented as the Ruler of departed souls, who live 
under his sovereignty in another world in the enjoyment of all 
bliss and happiness, whereas in the Persian mythology Yima's 
kingdom is placed on this earth, in the fabulous region of Air¬ 
yana-vaeja,+f and its inhabitants consist of a limited number 
only, who dwell with Yima in a state of felicity, exempted from 
all the curses of Anra-mainyus. 

Amid the general wreck of Old Persian literature it is difficult 
to pronounce with certainty on the relation which this Fargard 
bears to the Zarathustrian religious system, but it seems to be 
connected with Fargard L, v. 6, and to contain a more detailed 
account of Airyana-vaeja, and a description of the Paradisiacal 
life enjoyed there before Anra-mainyus afflicted it with the 
plague of winter, the coming of which is foretold in v. 47 if. 

It is a peculiar feature of this tradition that Yima refuses 
to become a Lawgiver; but he willingly accepts from Ahura- 
Mazda the commission to make the earth wide and happy. 

* Vendidad ==Vidacva-data== the Law against the Daevas. 

f Deilige Sage des Zendvolks, p. 62 ff. J Asien, Bd. VIII., p. 27 ff. 

§ Nalus, p. 203 (Ed. 2). || Indischc Altcrthumsk. I., pp. 616-19. 

II Zeitschrift der deutschen morgenl. Gesellsehaft IV., pp. 417-33. 

** Zoroastrische Studien, p. 19 ff. 

ft Similarly the Minokhired places the Tar of Jemshid in the Airyana-vaeja. 
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FARGARD IL 

1 . Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda, the Hea¬ 
venly, the Holy, Creator of the corporeal world, the Pure! 

2. With whom, first of mankind, hast thou conversed, Thou 
who art Ahura-Mazda ? 

3. Besides me, Zarathustra, to whom hast thou taught the 
law which is derived from Ahura, the Zarathustrian ? 

4. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To Yima,* the beautiful, 
the owner of a good flock, 0 pure Zarathustra. 

5. With him, first of mankind, have I conversed, I who am 
Ahura-Mazda. 

6 . Besides you, Zarathustra, I have taught to him the Zara¬ 
thustrian law, derived from Ahura. 

7. Then spake I to him, 0 Zarathustra, I who am Ahura- 
Mazda : 

8 . Obey me,+ 0 Yima the fair, Son of Vivanhao, as the 
recorder and bearer of the law. 

9. Then answered me Yima the fair, 0 Zarathustra, 

10 . I am not the creator,J nor the teacher, nor the recorder, 
nor the bearer of the law.§ 

11. Then spake I to him, 0 Zarathustra, I who am Ahura- 
Mazda : 

12 . If thou wilt not obey me as recorder and bearer of the law, 

13. Then enlarge my world, make my world fruitful, obey 
me as protector, nourisher, and overseer of the world. 

14. Then answered me Yima the fair, 0 Zarathustra: 

15. I will enlarge thy world, I will make thy world fruitful, 

I will obey thee as protector, nourisher, and overseer of the 
world. # 

1C. During my rule there shall be no cold wind, nor heat, no 
disease, no death. 1 

17. Then brought I forth to him the arms of victory, I who 
am Ahura-Mazda. 

18. A golden plough || and a spear made of gold.^I 2 

19. Yima is there to bear rule. 

* Jamshid.— Guj. Tr. f Accept from me the recording, etc.— Guj. Tr. 

J I cannot become, etc.— Guj. Tr. 

§ I am not fitted for, and not instructed as, a preacher and bearer of the law.— 
Windisehmann. 

|| Ring.— Guj. Tr. II A scimitar gilded with gold.— Guj. Tr. 
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20. After that Yima had for a kingdom three hundred coun¬ 
tries* to [his] share.!- 

21. Then was his earth full of cattle, beasts of burden, men, 
dogs, birds, and ruddy burning fires. 

22 . There was not room for the cattle, the beasts of burden, 
and the men. 

23. After that Yima had for a kingdom six hundred countries 
to [his] share, t 

24. Thereupon his earth became full of cattle, beasts of bur¬ 
den, men, dogs, birds, and ruddy burning fires. 

25. The cattle, the beasts of burden, and the men found no 
room for themselves. 

2G. After that Yima had for a kingdom nine hundred coun¬ 
tries to [his] share;+ 

27. Thereupon his earth became full of cattle, beasts of bur¬ 
den, men, dogs, birds, and ruddy burning flames: the cattle, 
the beasts of burden, and the men found not room for themselves. 

28. After this I sent word to Yima: Yima the fair,Son of Vivahhao, 

29. This earth has waxed full of cattle, beasts of burden, men, 
dogs, birds, and red burning fires. 

30. The cattle, the beasts of burden, and the men find no room 
for themselves. 

31. Then went Yima forth to the stars, towards mid-day, to 
the way of the sun. 

32. He cleft this earth with his golden plough ; J 

33. He bored into it with the spear, 

34. Saying: With love, 0 Qpenta-armaiti, 

35. Go forth and go asunder at (my) prayer. 

3G. Thou supporter (Mother) of the cattle, the beasts of bur¬ 
den, and mankind. 

37. Then Yima caused this earth to cleave asunder a third 
part greater than it was before. 

38. Then Yima made the earth cleave, asunder two thirds 
greater than it was before. 

39. After that Yima made the earth cleave asunder three 
thirds greater than it was before. 

40. On it strode forward the cattle, the beasts of burden, and 
the men. 

41. According to their § desire and will, as it is ever their § will. 3 

42. The Creator, Ahura-Mazda, produced a congregation, the 
heavenly Yazatas, the renowned in Airyana-vaeja, of the good 
creation. 4 aad5 

* Years.— Guj. TV. 

f After that three hundred [six hundred—nine hundred] winters passed over King 
Yima.— lVindisch. 

X Shovel.— Windisch . {qu. Spade P) § His, ete.— Windisch, 
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43. Yima the shining, the possessor of a good flock, produced 
a congregation of the best men, the renowned in Airyana-vaeja, 
of the good creation. 

44. To this congregation came the Creator, Ahura-Mazda, with 
the heavenly Yazatas. 

45. To this congregation came Yima the shining, the possessor 
of a good flock, with the best men, the renowned in Airyana- 
vaeja of the good creation. 

46. Then spake Ahura-Mazda to Yima: “Yima the fair, Son 
of Vivanhao, 

47. Upon the corporeal world will the evil of winter come : 

48. Wherefore a vehement, destroying frost will arise. 

49. Upon the corporeal world will the evil of winter come: 

50. Wherefore snow will fall in great abundance, 

51. On the summits of the mountains, on the breadth of the 
heights. 

52. From three (places), 0 Yima, let the cattle depart, 

53. If they are in the most fearful places, 

54. If they are on the tops of the mountains, 

55. If they are in the depths of the valleys, 

56. To secure dwelling places. 

57. Before this winter the country produced pasture ; 

58. Before flow waters, behind is the melting of the snow. 

59. Clouds, 0 Yima, will come over the inhabited regions, 

60. Which now behold the feet of the greater and smaller cattle: 

61. Therefore make thou a circle of the length of a race- 
ground * to all four corners. 6 

62. Thither bring thou the seed of the cattle, of the beasts of 
burden, and of men, of dogs, of birds, and of the red burning fires: 

63. Therefore make thou this circle the length of a race- 
ground to all four corners as a dwelling place for mankind; 

64. Of the length of a race-course to all four corners for the 
cows giving milk. 

65. There collect the water to the length of a Hatra; 7 

66 . There let the birds dwell. 

67. In the everlasting golden-hued (region), whose food never 
fails. 

68 . There make thou dwelling-places, t 

69. Floors, pillars, court-yards, and enclosures. 

70. Thither bring thou the seed of all men and women, 

71. Who are on this earth the largest, best, and most beautiful. 

72. Thither bring the seed of all kinds of cattle, 

73. Which on this earth are the largest, best,and most beautiful. 

74. Thither bring the seeds of all kinds of trees. 


* Path.— JVindisch. 


f Tents.— Windisch. 
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75. Which on this earth are the tallest and sweetest smelling. 

76. Thither bring the seeds of all foods, 

77. Which on this earth are the sweetest and best smelling. 

78. Make all these in pairs, and inexhaustible, 

79. Even to the men who are in this circle. 8 

80. Let there not be there strife or vexation ;* 9 

81. No aversion, no enmity ; 

82. No beggary, no deceit; 

83. No poverty, no sickness;+ 

84. No teeth exceeding the due proportion; 

85. No stature exceeding the due proportion of the body ; J 

86 . * No other of the tokens which are the tokens of Anra- 
mainyus, which he has made amongst men. 

87. At the upper part of the region make nine bridges; § 

88 . Six in the middle, three at the bottom. 

89. To the first bridges bring the seed of a thousand men and 
women. 

90. To the middle, (the seed) of six hundred, to the lowest, of 
three hundred. 

91. Hither (bring) those who are in the enclosure with the 
golden lance. 

92. Round about this enclosure (make) a lofty wall and a 
window that gives light within. 

93. Then thought Yima : How shall I make an enclosure as 
Ahura-Mazda has said ? 

94. Then said Ahura-Mazda to Yima : Y r ima, beautiful, son of 
Vivanhao; 

95. Tread on this earth with the heels, strike it with the hands ; 

96. So as to cause the man-inhabited earth to cleave asunder. 10 

97. Then made Yima the enclosure|| the length of a riding- 
ground to all four corners. 

98. Thither brought he the seed of cattle, beasts of burden, 
men, dogs, birds, and red burning fires. 

99. After that made Yima the enclosure of the length of a 
riding-ground to all four corners as a dwelling-place for men: 

100. Of the length of a riding-ground to all four corners for 
the milk-giving cows. 

101. There he collected the water to the length of a Hatra; 

102. There made he the birds to dwell; 

103. In the everlasting golden-hued (region), whose food never 
fails. 

104. There made he dwelling-places, 

* No bump-backed or hump-fronted.—£?{/• Tr. f No jealous or impotent.— Guj. Tr. 

£ No deformed persons or lepers whose body is to be separated (from others).— 
Guj. Tr. § Streets. —£??(/• Tr. 

|| A square equal in length on all four sides.— Guj. Tr. 
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105. Floors, pillars, court-yards, and enclosures. 

106. Thither brought he the seed of all men and women, 

107. Who on this earth are the tallest, best, and most beautiful. 

108. Thither brought he the seed of all kinds of cattle, 

109. Which on this earth are the largest, best, and most 
beautiful. 

110. Thither brought he the seeds of all trees, 

111. Which on this earth are the tallest and sweetest smelling. 

112. Thither brought he the seeds of all foods, 

113. Which on this earth are the sweetest and best smelling. 

114. All these he made in pairs, and imperishable. 

115. Even to the men who were in the circle. 

116. There was there no strife, nor quarrel, 

117. No aversion, no enmity, 

118. No beggary, no deceit, 

119. No poverty, no sickness, 

120. No monstrous tusks, 

121 . No form exceeding the proportion of the body, 

122. No other of the tokens which are the tokens of Anra- 
mainyus which he has made. 

123. At the top part of the region he made nine bridges, 

124. Six in the middle, three at the bottom. 

125. To the first bridge he brought the seed of a thousand 
men and women; 

126. To the middle, of six hundred, to the lowest, of three 
hundred. 

127. Hither (brought he) those who were in the enclosure with 
the golden lance. 

128. Round about this circle (he made.) a lofty wall and a 
window that gave light within. 

129. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

130. Of what kind are the [lights, O holy Ahura-Mazda, 
which give light] in the circle which Yima has made ? u 

131. Then answdred Ahura-Mazda: Self-created lights and 

created in rows (order). 12 , 

132. Of a single kind and course are seen the stars, the moon, 
and the sun. 13 

133. These have for one day what is a year. 

134. Every forty years two human beings are born of every 
two human beings, a pair, one male and one female child. 

135. In like manner of the kinds of beasts. 

136. These men lead the most delightful life in the circle 
which Yima made. 

137. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

138. Who has spread abroad the Mazdayacnian law in this 
circle which Yima has made? 
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139. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: The bird Karshipta,* 0 
holy Zarathustra. 

140. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One ! 

141. Who is their master and overseer ? 

142. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: 

143. Urvatat-narof and thou 0 Zarathustra* 


NOTES TO FARGAKD II. 

1 V. 10. So also the later Parsee traditions mention that Yima for a 
time maintained immortality in the world. 

2 V. 18. Lance. Roth translates the word gufra by “fan,” or 
“winnowing machine,” and compares it with the Sanskrit gurpa. I 
consider the words identical; but in the Avesta a derivative meaning 
is required. 

3 V. 41. Verses 20-42 vary in different texts. See my Treatise, 
“Leber einige eingesehobene Stellcn des Vendidad.” 

4 V. 42. “The renowned in Airyana-vaeja” is an adjective of honour 
with the full force of which we are not acquainted. 

5 V. 42. Yazata, in Sanskrit yajata, = “ worthy of honour,” is the 
modem Persian JJj ized, pi. JJj yezdan. The Mohammedan Persians 
apply both epithets to God. 

6 V. 61. The word “circle” must not be taken in its geometrical 
sense, but rather as the French “ arrondissemeut.” “ Perimeter ” 
would be more accurate, but is somewhat pedantic. We have there¬ 
fore substituted “ enclosure ” in most of the passages, to avoid the 
incongruity of “circular” and “four-cornered.” The Guj. Tr. has 
“square” instead of “circle;” and Windischmann retains the original 
word “Varem” (the Tar of the Mkh.), without translating it, and 
instead of the phrase “the length of a riding-ground,” he has “of the 
length of a path” (bahnlang). The verses 47-61 are considered by the 
modern Parsecs as a prophesy of the reign of “ Malkoshan” who will 
come at the time of the last things. 

7 V. 65. Hatlira is the Parsee Hesar. Anquetil (Z. Av. II., p. 464) 
says that a Hathra is about a thousand paees more than a Farasang. 

8 V. 79. According to the later Parsees these men lived 300 years. 
See Pars! Gram., pp. 141, 171. 

9 V. 80. The words frakavo and apakavo are both doubtful. I agree 
with Professor Roth in deriving them from the Sanskrit root ku = “to 
shout,” whence kavatnu, in the Vedas, an opprobrious epithet. 

10 V. 96. The Vendidad-sad6s have here a passage wliieh is wanting 
in the MSS with the translations, and in the Huzvaresh. It runs: 
“ Then did Yima as Ahura-Mazda wished; he trod on this earth with 
his heels, he smote it with his hands so as to eause the man-iuhabited 
earth to cleave asunder.” 


The bird-shaped Karshipta.— Guj. Tr. 


t Thy Urvatat-naro.— Guj. Tr. 
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11 Y. 130. The words in brackets are not in the Huzvaresh transla¬ 
tion. Though not absolutely necessary, they are desirable for the sake 
of clearness. 

12 Y. 131. Here follow in the text some words which are evidently 
a gloss on verse 124. Roth translates them: “All the everlasting 
lights shine from above, all the created lights from below.” 

13 Y. 132. This means, according to the Huzvaresh translation, 
“they are not there,” which is correct. The difference between day 
and night is unknown to the blessed in Tima’s circle. 


FARGARD III.—INTRODUCTION. 


After two introductory historical chapters follows a third, 
which is more of a law-giving character. Whether, however, it 
belonged to the original Vendidad, or whether it is a fragment of 
some ancient work containing agricultural precepts, is uncer¬ 
tain. The contents of the Fargard are clear enough. In answer 
to his questions Zarathustra is informed of five things which are 
most pleasing to the earth and five things which are most dis¬ 
pleasing to it. Next follow five things which especially afford 
contentment to the earth, bat between these are inserted a variety 
of remarks which interrupt the connection and are evidently, in 
many cases, interpolations from other Fargards to which they 
properly belong. This will be shown more clearly in the notes 
to the respective passages. 

The things which are respectively the most pleasing and the 
most displeasing to the earth are also mentioned in the Mino- 
khired (p. 105 ff), but with some variations, and the number of 
each is doubled. 
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EARGARD IIL 

1. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One ! 

2. What is in the first place most acceptable to this earth? 

3. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Where a holy man walks 
about, 0 holy Zarathnstra, 

4. Offering-wood in the hand, Berecma in the hand, the cup 
in the hand, the mortar in the hand, 

5. In accordance with the law speaking these words: Mithra 
with his broad territories will I invoke, and Rama-qa^tra.* 1 

6 . Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

7. What is in the second place most acceptable to this earth? 

8 . Then answered Ahura-Mazda : That a holy man should 
build himself there a habitation, 

9. Provided with fire, provided with cattle, provided with a 
wife, children, and good flocks. 

10. Then is there in this habitation abundance of cattle, 
abundance of righteousness, abundance of provender, of dogs, 
of women, of youths,t of fire, of all that is requisite for a good 
life. 2 

11 . Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

12. What is in the third place most acceptable to this earth? 

13. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Where by cultivation 
there is produced, 0 holy Zarathustra, most corn, provender, 
and fruit-bearing trees; 3 

14. Where dry land is watered, or the water is drained from 
the too-moi3t land. 4 

15. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

16. What is in the fourth place most acceptable to this earth? 

17. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Where most cattle and 
beasts of burden are born. 5 

18. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

19. What is in the fifth place most acceptable to this earth ? 

20. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Where cattle and beasts 
of burden most leave their urine. 

21 . Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One ! 

22. What is in the first place most displeasing to this earth ? 

23. Thereupon answered Ahura-Mazda: The conception of 
the Arezura,J 0 holy Zarathustra; 6 

* Speaks loudly the peaceful words of the Law, “ I invoke Mithra the glorious, 
peaceful, and protector of the forest.”— Guj. Tr. 

t Children,— Guj. Tr. % Deep holes.— Guj. Tr. 
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24. When the Daevas with the Drujas come together to 
it out of hell. 

25. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One ! 

26. What is in the second place most displeasing to this earth ? 

27. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Where most dead dogs 
and dead men are buried in it. 

28. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

29. What is in the third place most displeasing to this earth ? 

30. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Where most heaps of 
Dakhmas are made, where they lay upon them dead men. 

31. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

32. What is in the fourth place most displeasing to this earth? 

33. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Where are most holes of 
the (beasts) created by Ahriman. 

34. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One ! 

35. What is in the fifth place most displeasing to this earth ? 

36. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: When, 0 holy Zarathustra, 
the wife or son of a [deceased] righteous man goes in the way 
of perversity,* 

37. And makes lamentations, covered with earth and dust. 7 

38. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

39. Who first rejoices this earth with the greatest joy ? 

40. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : He who especially digs up 
where dead men and dogs are buried. 

41. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

42. Who secondly rejoices this earth with the greatest joy? 

43. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: He who especially levels 
the Dakhmas where dead men are laid down. 

44. No where shall a single [man] carry a dead body. 

45. If a single [man] carries it, the dead body, 

46. The Nacus defiles [him] from the nose, from the eyes, 
from the tongue, from the face, from the back.f 

47. On their nails ( [i.e . of those who commit this sin) 
springs { this Drukhs Nacus, 

48. And they are unclean hereafter for ever and eveh 

49. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One ! 

50. Where is the place for the men who carry the dead? 

51. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: It must be the most water¬ 
less and treeless [part] of this earth ; 

52. The purest and the driest ; 


* W r hcn a holy man, woman, or children die and become dust, still their rela¬ 
tions weep and keep mourning after them ; wherever those mourners sit and walk that 
earth is displeased through those persons.— Guj. Tr. 
f From the sexual parts.— Guj. Tr . 

X Runs. — Gty. Tr . 


FARGARD III. 


23 


53. Where the cattle and beasts of burden least walk along 
the ways : 

54. And the fire of Ahura-Mazda, and the Bcregma that is 
bound in holiness, and the holy man. 

55. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One ! 

50. How far from fire, how far from water, how far from the 
Beregma which is bound together, how far from the pure man? 

57. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Thirty paces from the fire, 
thirty paces from the water, thirty paces from the BSre^na 
which is bound together, three paces from the pure man. 

58. So shall these Mazdayacnians heap up a heap upon this 
earth there-for. 

59. Afterwards with food shall these Mazdayacnians bring 
them here, afterwards with clothes shall these Mazdayacnians 
bring them here. 

00. In the worst.* 

61. In the meanest.! 

02. This food shall [they] eat, these clothes shall [they] wear; 

03. All, even to the aged, the old who have no more seed. 

64. After that whatever is aged, old, and has no more seed.— 

05. Strong, swift, and pure, the Mazdayacnians shall after¬ 
wards leavej him upon the mountains. 

00. At the broad of his back shall they cut oft’ his head. Let 
them give the body to the devouring creatures of Qpehta-main- 
yus, to the carnivorous birds and Kahrkacas. 

07. Thus let them say : “ This one repents himself of all evil 
in thoughts, words, and deeds.” 

OS. “ If he has committed other sinful deeds ; ” 

09. "The punishment is confessed”^ [i.e. is remitted through 
confession]. 

70. " If he has not committed other sinful deeds;” 

71. "They are repented of for evermore.” 8 

72. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One ! 

73. Who thirdly rejoices this earth with the greatest joy? 

74. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : He who most levels (fills 
up) the holes of the creatures of Anra-mainyus. 

75. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One ! 

70. Who fourthly rejoices this earth with the greatest joy? 

77. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: He who most cultivates 
the fruits of the field, grass and trees, which yield food, O holy 
Zarathustra. 

78. Or, he who provides waterless land with water, or gives 
water to the waterless (land). 

79. For the earth is not glad which lays long uncultivated. 

* The most.— Guj. Tr. t The least.— Guj. Tr. 

X Carry.— Guj. Tr. § Confession (patet) is atonement— Guj. Tr. 
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80. If it can be cultivated; * * * § 

81. Then is it good for a habitation for these (men). 9 

82. There the cattle increase, which long went childless. 

83. Then is it good for the male beasts. 

84. He who cultivates this earth with the left arm and the 
right, with the right arm and the left, 0 holy Zarathustra, 

85. To him it brings wealth. 

8 G. Like as a friend to his beloved she brings to him issue or 
riches, whilst he lays down stretched out. 

87. He who cultivates this earth, 0 holy Zarathustra, with 
the left arm and the right, with the right arm and the left. 

88 . Then this earth speaks to him : Man ! thou who eultivatest 
me with the left arm and the right, with the right arm and the left, 

89. Always will I come hither and bear. 

90. All food will I bear, together with the fruits of the field. 

91. He who does not cultivate this earth, 0 holy Zarathustra, 
with the left arm and the right, with the right arm and left, 

92. Then this earth speaks to him : Man! thou who dost not 
cultivate me wfith the left arm and right, with the right arm and 
left, 

93. Always thou standest there, going to the doors of others 
to beg for food. 

94. Always they bring food to you, thou who beggest lazily 
out of doors.f 

95. They bring to you out of their superfluity of good things. 

96. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One ! 

97. What is the increase of the Mazdayacnian law? 

98. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: When one diligently cul¬ 
tivates corn, 0 holy Zarathustra. 

99. He who cultivates the fruits of the field cultivates purity. 

100. He promotes the Mazdayacnian law; 

101. He spreads J the Mazdayacnian law abroad 

102 . For a hundred Paitistanas, 

103. For a thousand* Paitidaranas, 

104. For ten thousand Yacna-keretas. 10 

105. W T hen there are crops then the Daevas hiss,§ 

106. When there are shoots then the Daevas cough, || 

107. When there are stalks then the Daevas weep,^f 

* The earth requires cultivation, like a young and beautiful virgin requires to 
bear children, and wishes a young man for this purpose.— Guj. Tr. 

f Be thou timorous for carrying it.— Guj. Tr. 

X He nurses the Mazdayaqnian law upon a hundred feet, a thousand breasts; he 
recites ten thousand prayers. — Guj. Tr. 

§ He who gives out corn wounds the Daevas.— Guj. Tr. 

|| lie who gives clean corn destroys the' Daevas.— Guj. Tr. 

He who teaches the cultivation of corn to others causes wailing to the Daevas. 
— Guj. Tr. 
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108. When there are thick ears of corn then the Daevas fly.* 11 

109. There are the Daevas most smitten in the dwelling- 
places where the ears of corn are found. 

110. To hell they go, melting like glowing ice.f 13 

111. After that let this Mahthra be recited: 

112. “ No one, if he eats nothing, has any strength; 

113. “ He is not able to be of pure conduct, 

114. “ Not (able) to be employed in cultivation : % 

115. “ Since with food lives the whole corporeal world, and 
without food it dies.” 

110. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One ! 

117. 'Who fifthly rejoices this earth with the greatest joy? 

118. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: When one, 0 holy Zara- 
thustra, labours on this earth for the holy man—[but] if he does 
not give in holiness ; 13 

119. He will be thrown from off this Qpeiita-armaiti (earth) 
into darkness; 

120. Into sorrow, into the very worst places • 

121. Into all the sharp-pointed grasses. 14 

122. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One ! 

123. If one buries in this earth dead dogs and dead men and 
does not dig them up again for half a year; § 

124. What is the punishment for this ? 15 

125. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike him five 
hundred blows with the horse-goad, five hundred with the 
Qraosho-charana. || 16 

120. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

127. When one buries in this earth dead dogs and dead men 
and does not dig them up again for a year; 

128. What is the punishment for this ? 

129. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike him a 
thousand blows with the horse-goad, a thousand with the (Qraosho- 
charana. 

130. Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

131. When one buries in this earth dead dogs and dead men 
and does not dig them up again for two years; 

132. What is the punishment there-for? 

133. What is the atonement there-for? 

134. W 7 hat is the purification there-for? 

135. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: For this there is no pun¬ 
ishment ; for this there is no atonement; for this there is no 
purification ; 

* lie who gives some wheat cuts the Daevas asunder.— Guj. Tr. 

•f He who gives much corn burns the Daevas’ mouths 'with red-hot iron.— Guj. Tr. 

f Xot able to beget children.— Guj. Tr. 

£ Under a year.— Guj. Tr. || "Whip.— Guj. Tr. 
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136. For these inexpiable deeds for evermore. 

137. [They are to be atoned for] In the following manner : 17 

138. (It is asked) Whether any one praises and hears the 
Mazdayagnian law. 

139. Or whether any one does not praise and hear the Mazda- 
yaguian law; 

140. Since it (the law) will take away these (sins) from those 
who praise the Mazdayagnian law, 

141. If afterwards they do not again commit wicked deeds. 

142. For this Mazdayagnian law, 0 holy Zarathustra, takes 
away the bonds from the man who praises it. 

143. It takes away deceit. 18 

144. It takes away the murder of a pure man. 

145. It takes away the burying of the dead. 

146. It takes away the inexpiable deeds. 

147. It takes away the high sin of debts. 19 

148. It takes away all the sins that one commits. 

149. In this wise, 0 holy Zarathustra, does the Mazdayagnian 
law take away all the evil thoughts, words and deeds, of a pure 
man, even as the strong swift wind clears the sky from the right 
side. 

150. Well is it here, 0 Zarathustra, when one has performed 
good works. 

151. The good Mazdayagnian law cuts completely away all 
punishment.* 

NOTES TO FARGARD III. 

1 Y. 5. The Minokhired {l, c.) throws verses 3-5 into one. The 
sense is the same, i.e ., “that land is most joyful where a holy truth¬ 
speaking man fixes his dwelling.” 

2 Y. 10. The Minokhired lays the whole stress on the fire : “In the 
second place [is that land most joyful] where one prepares a place for 
the fire.” 

3 Y. 13. The Mkh* : “Thirdly, where great and small cattle sleep.” 

4 Y. 14. The Mkh.: “ Fourthly, where one tills and cultivates 

untilled and uncultivated land.” ' 

5 Y. 17. The Mkh.: “Fifthly, where one digs up the holes of the 
Kharfesters (=noxious animals). The five other things added in the 
Mkh. are—1. Invocation of the Yazatas. 2. Cultivation of waste land. 
3. Where the good become lords over the bad. 4. Where the fruits of 
the earth are shared with the Yazatas and the good. 5. Where the 
Zaothra and Yagua are offered. 

6 Y. 23. The word “grevaya” (allied to “gerew” and “garewa” = 
foetus) seems to signify “conception.” The Huzvaresh translation ex¬ 
plains verses 23-24 of the fleshly copulation of the Daevas and Drujas. 

7 Y. 37. This paragraph also*is obscure; but it appears to contain 

* In the good Mazdayatjnian law is created an atonement for sins.— Gi\j. Tr . 
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an injunction against the Semitic mode of lamenting the dead. That 
such lamentation was forbidden to the Parsees is clear from several 
passages in the later writings. Cf. Arda-Viraf-nameh, p. 33, Pope’s 
translation: “The river that you see before you is composed of the 
tears of mankind, tears shed (against the express command of the 
Almighty) for the departed; therefore, when you return again to the 
earth, inculcate this to mankind—that to grieve immoderately for 
the departed is in the sight of God a most heinous sin,” etc. Also 
in the Sad-der Port, xevii., Hyde’s translation, it is said : “ If 
any one departs out of this evil world, no one ought to weep for 
him, because all the water that flows from his eyes will be a bar 
to him before the gate China var.” 

The 'Minokhired contains also a statement of ten things which are 
displeasing to the earth : 1. The land where hell is created ; 2. Where 
a pure man is killed; 3. Where Devs and Drujas come together; 4. 
W T here an idolatrous temple is built; 5. W r here a wicked man fixes his 
habitation; 6. W r here dead bodies are buried; 7. W r here Kharfesters 
make their holes; 8. WTiere people turn from good to bad; 9. Where 
cultivated land is made waste; 10. W r here hair and nail-parings are 
thrown about. 

8 Yv. 44-71. These verses are an evident interpolation, and almost all 
the passages are found in other places. V. 58-59 occur in Fargard 
VII. V. 60-61 are \ey6^va and are only translated conjecturally. 
Y. 66 occurs in Fargard IX; and v. 68-71 occurs several times in 
connection with great sins. In v. 47 the words in parentheses are 
taken from the Huzvaresh translation. Burnouf (Journ. Asiat., Juillet 
1840, p. 27) translates verses 68-71 thus: And if having committed 
other culpable actions he confesses having committed them , that is his ex¬ 
piation; but if having committed other culpable actions he [ does not confess 
that he~\ has committed them , he shall repent of it for ever and ever. I 
cannot agree with this translation. The contrast is evidently between 
fravarsta and noit fravarsta = committed and not committed :—the 
first implies those sins which are to be punished; the second, mental 
sins, for which repentance only is sufficient. 

9 Yv. 81-83. An evident interpolation which is somewhat obscure. 

I have followed the Huzvaresh as closely as possible. The word 
eharaiti (in Huzvaresh p'nX“D) signifies, I think, “ an animal which * 
goes on pastures,” i.e., grazes. Cf X. P. 

10 Yv. 102-104. I have retained the Persian words as it is not clear 
what we are here to understand by them. The meaning of verse 104, 
however, is obvious: Whoever cultivates the fruits of the earth furthers 
the Mazdayai^nian law as much as if he were to offer a hundred Ya^nas. 

11 Y. 108. Gundo, which I translate “ ears of corn,” does not occur 
again. 

12 Y. 110. Zafare is fora! \ey6jxcvov. In the Huzvaresh it is -|D1¥ or 
120V- Anquetil and the modern Parsees usually render it by J = 
“the mouth;” but the Huzvaresh for this is “iDV- I consider IBIS as 
allied to kbit = j jJ “ deep,” which often occurs in the Bundehesh, 
and is used of the abode of Ahra-mainyus. 
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13 Y. 118. According to the text of the Yendidad Sade it must 
be translated : “If, 0 holy Zarathustra, one labours on this earth for 
the holy man and gives it in holiness. If, 0 holy Zarathustra, one 
labours on this earth and does not give it in holiness/’ etc. The 
omission in our text is certainly harsh, but not impossible, and I have 
not felt inclined to alter anything contrary to the best MSS., and the 
Huzvaresh translation. 

14 Y. 121. Nimata=“grass.” Cf. v4netv t nemus and Ags. nimid. 

15 Y. 124. The Huzv&resh always explains the enclitic he by “for 
this sin in order that it may not exist.” 

16 Y. 125. The Parsees translate Astra by = “ a sharp 

daggerbut Roth has proved (Zeitschr. der D. M. G. IY., p. 264) that 
it is the Yaidik Ashtra= “'an ox-goad.” Craosho-charana is very obscure, 
and the Parsees, according to Anquetil, no longer know what it means. 
It can scarcely be a gold coin, as has been imagined, for there is no 
passage in the Yendidad to prove that coinage was known, and besides, 
the buying off punishment with money appears to have been a later 
custom. 

17 Y. 137 ff. Evidently an interpolation, though made at an early 
time, as the Huzvaresh translation contains these paragraphs. The 
motive for inserting them was doubtless to mitigate what appeared to 
be too severe a denunciation. In accordance with the tenour of the 
Huzvaresh translation, I have supplied the words in brackets to render 
the passage intelligible, and connect it with the preceding verses. 

18 Y. 143. Draosha is connected with the root Druj. The Huzvaresh 
translation explains it in detail: “If any one teaches that we may not 
steal, yet accounts it a good deed to rob the rich and give it to the 
poor.” 

19 Y. 147. It is a sin not to pay one's debts. Vide the following 
Eargard. 
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FARGARD IV.—INTRODUCTION. 

The fourth chapter of the Vendidad is one of the most difficult 
in the whole book, although its general purport is obvious enough. 
After an obscure passage relating apparently to debt (verses 1-3) 
follows an enumeration of certain sins called Mithra-dnyas , or 
breaches of promise (verses 4-23). These were of various grades, 
and it is worthy of note that they were held to affect not only 
the guilty person, but also his nearest relations. The punishment 
appointed was excessive in comparison with the punishments 
assigned to other crimes, which rarely exceeded two hundred 
strokes, whereas for the Mitkra-drujas the number varied from 
three hundred to one thousand (verses 24-53). These strokes were 
to be inflicted partly with a horse-goad, and partly with an in¬ 
strument called Qradskd-cha?'ana ; but what this was we do not 
exactly know (vide Note to Fargard HI., v. 125). Next follows 
the punishment appointed for inflicting wounds in the body of 
different degrees (verses 54-114). The remainder of the chapter 
(verses 115-158) is exceedingly obscure, and consists of frag¬ 
ments, many of which seem quite misplaced, and which have 
evidently been interpolated. 
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FAEGAED IY. 

1- Who to a lending man does not pay back the debt; 

2. Is a thief of the loan, a robber of what is lent to him ; * * * § 

3. For him (the debtor) one must preserve night and day 
as well as (his own property). 1 

4. Creator! How many are these thy Mithras [Le. contracts] 
Ahura-Mazda’s ? 

5. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Six, 0 pure Zarathustra— 

G. The first takes place with the word. 

7. The second by joining hands. 

S. The third is of the value of a bullock. 

9. The fourth of the value of a beast of burden. 

10. The fifth of the value of a man.f 

11. The sixth of the value of a tract of land— 

12. Namely of a tract which has good increase, is wide, 
fruitful, strong, and profitable. 2 

13. The word makes the first Mithra 

14. The value of a hand takes it afterwards away. 

15. He gives afterwards, as an atonement, of the value of a 
hand; 

16. That of the value of a bullock takes it then away. 

17. Then he gives atonement of the value of a bullock 

18. That of the value of a beast of burden takes it then away. 

19. Then he gives atonement of the value of a beast of burden ; 

20. That of the value of a man|| takes it away. 

21. Then he gives atonement of the value of a man ; 

22. That of the value of a tract of land takes it away. 

23. Then he gives atonement of the value of a tract of land. 3 

24. Creator! With how much does the contract when broken 
affect [ i.e . pollute or make guilty] which is committed by the 
word? 4 

* 1. He who does not recite the Eeyaesh; 2, becomes a thief of the Neyacsh, a 

highwayman, a repudiator of debts.— Guj. Tr. 

t Apprenticeship or betrothal.— Guj. Tr. % Obligation.— Guj. Tr. 

§ Sheep.— Guj. Tr. . || Betrothal.— Guj. Tr. 

1i Creator! How much to him by committing Mehr-daruji (breach of contract) 
guilty becomes who speaks. — Guj. Tr. The Guj. Tr. goes on to explain this: “ How 
much atonement is to him who breaks a promise.'’ Although the sense of these verses 
is obvious, they are awkward to render into intelligible English, on account of the 
ellipse. The full question might run, “ To what extent does a contract when broken 
cause the breaker of the contract to incur pollution (and lienee punishment) ?” and 
the full answer, “ It causes him to incur so much pollution as to bring three hundred 
unishments equal to his own upon his nearest relations .’’ 
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25. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: With three hundred similar 
punishments* which it brings upon the nearest relations. 

26. Creator! With how much does the contract when broken 
affect which is committed by the joining hands? 

27. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: With six hundred similar 
punishments which it brings upon the nearest relations. 

28. Creator! With how much does that breach of contract 
affect of the value of a bullock? 

29. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: With seven hundred 

similar punishments which it brings upon the nearest relations. 

30. Creator! With how much does the breach of contract 
affect of the value of a beast of burden ? 

31. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : With eight hundred 

similar punishments which it brings upon the nearest relations. 

32. Creator ! With how much does the breach of contract 
affect of the value of a man?f 

33. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: With nine hundred similar 
punishments which it brings upon the nearest relations. 

34. Creator! With how much does that breach of contract 
affect of the value of a tract of land ? 

35. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: With a thousand similar 
punishments which it brings upon the nearest relations. 

36. Creator ! He who breaks a Mithra (contract) in words ;% 

37. What is the punishment for it ? 

38. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike three 
hundred blows with the horse-goad, three hundred with the 
Qraosho-charana. 

39. Creator! He who breaks the Mithra of the value of a hand; 

40. What is the punishment for it? 

41. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike six hun¬ 
dred strokes with the horse-goad, six hundred with the Qraosho- 
charana. 

42. Creator! He who breaks a Mithra of the value of a 
bullock; 

43. What i3 the punishment for it ? 

44. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike seven 
hundred strokes with the horse-goad, seven hundred with the 
Qraosho-charana. 

45. Creator ! He who breaks a Mithra of the value of a beast 
of burden : 

46. What is the punishment for it? 

* Atonements.— Guj. Tr. f Betrotlial of children.— Guj. Tr. 

+ Lit . He who lies to Mithra. Strictly speakiug, Mithra is the divinity who pre¬ 
sides over contracts, so that “to lie to Mithra” and “to break a contract or promise” 
are identical. ^ 
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47. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike eight 
hundred strokes with the horse-goad, eight hundred with the 
Qraosho-charana. 

48. Creator! lie who breaks a Mithra of the value of a man ; * 

49. What is the punishment for it? 

50. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike nine 
hundred strokes with the horse-goad, nine hundred with the 
Qraosho-charana. 

51. Creator! He who breaks a Mithra of the value of a tract 
of land ; 

52. What is the punishment for it ? 

53. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike a thou¬ 
sand strokes with the horse-goad, a thousand with the Qraosho- 
charana. 

54. He who prepares to strike a man that is to him 
Agerepta; 

55. If he knocks him down it is to him Avaoirista ; 

5G. If revenge sits in his mind it is to him Aredus. 5 

57. At the fifth of the sins Aredus (the man) fills up his 
body [ i.e . with sin]. 6 

58. Creator! lie who commits the Agerepta on a man; 

59. What is the punishment for it? 

60. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Strike five strokes with 
the horse-goad, and five with the Qraosho-charana; 

61. The second time strike ten strokes with the horse-goad, 
ten with the Qraosho-charana; 

62. The third time strike fifteen strokes with the horse-goad, 
fifteen with the Qraosho-charana ; 

63. The fourth time strike thirty strokes with the horse-goad, 
thirty with the Qraosho-charana ; 

64. The fifth time strike fifty strokes with the horse-goad, 
fifty with the Qraosho-charana; 

65. The sixth time strike sixty f strokes with the horse-goad, 
sixty with the Qra©sho-eharana; 

66. The seventh time strike seventy % strokes with the horse- 
goad, seventy with the Qraosho-charana. 

67. If he commits this deed for the eighth time without the 
former being atoned for ; 

68. What is the punishment for it ? 

69. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike this sinful 
body two hundred blows with the horse-goad, two hundred with 
the Qraosho-charana. 7 

70. Creator! If he who has committed Agerepta on a man 
has not atoned for it; 

* Engagement of children.— Guj. Tr. t Seventy.— Guj. Tr. 

J Ninety.— Guj. Tr. 
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71. What is the punishment there-for? 

72. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike his sinful 
body two hundred blows with the horse-goad, two hundred with 
the Qraosho-charana. 

73. Creator ! He who commits Avaoirista; 

74. What is the punishment for it ? 

75. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike ten strokes 
with the horse-goad, ten with the Qraosho-charana; the second 
time fifteen strokes with the horse-goad, fifteen with the Qraosho- 
charana; the third time strike thirty blows with the horse-goad, 
thirty with the Qraosho-charana; the fourth time fifty blows 
with the horse-goad, fifty with the Qraosho-charana; the fifth 
time strike seventy blows with the horse-goad, seventy with the 
Qraosho-charana; the sixth time strike ninety blows with the 
horse-goad, ninety with the Qraosho-charana. If he commits 
the deed the seventh time without having made atonement for 
the former times, what is the punishment for it? Then answered 
Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike his sinful body two hundred blows 
with the horse-goad, two hundred with the Qraosho-charana. 

76. Creator! If he who has committed the Avaoirista does not 
atone for it. 

77. What is the punishment for it ? 

78. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike his sinful 
body two hundred blows with the horse-goad, two hundred with 
the Qraosho-charana. 

79. Creator! He who smites a man with the blow Aredus;* 

80. What is the punishment for it ? 

81. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike fifteen 
blows with the horse-goad, fifteen with the Qraosho-charana; 
the second time thirty strokes with the horse-goad, thirty with 
the Qraosho-charana ; the third time strike fifty blows with the 
horse-goad, fifty with the Qraosh6-charana; the fourth time 
strike seventy blows wfith the horse-goad, seventy with the 
Qraosho-charana: the fifth time strike ninety blows with the 
horse-goad, ninety with the Qraosho-charana. If he commits 
this deed the sixth time without having made atonement for the 
former times, what is the punishment for it? Then answered 
Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike his sinful body two hundred blows 
with the horse-goad, two hundred with the Qraosho-charana. 

82. Creator! If he who has injured a man with the stroke 
Aredus does not make atonement for it; 

83. What is the punishment for it ? 

84. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike his sinful 
body two hundred blows with the horse-goad, two hundred with 
the Qraosho-charana. 

* A blow with a weapon.— GuJ. Tr. 
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85. Creator ! If a man strikes a hard sore* on a man, 8 

86. What is the punishment for it ? 

87. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Strike thirty strokes with 
the horse-goad, thirty with the Qraosho-charana. 

88. The second time strike fifty blows with the horse-goad, 
and fifty with the Qraosho-charana. 

89. The third time strike seventy blows with the horse-goad, 
seventy with the Qraosho-charana; the fourth time strike ninety 
blows with the horse-goad, ninety with the Qraosho-charana. If 
he commits the deed the fifth time without having atoned for the 
former, what is the punishment? Then answered Ahura-Mazda: 
Let them strike his sinful body two hundred blows with the 
horse-goad, two hundred with the Qraosho-charana. 

90. Creator! If he who has struck a hard sore on a man does 
not atone for it; 

91. What is the punishment for it? . 

92. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike his sinful 
body two hundred blows with the horse-goad, two hundred with 
the Qraosho-charana. 

93. Creator! He who wounds a man so that the blood flows; 

94. What is the punishment for it? 

95. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike fifty 
strokes with the horse-goad, fifty with the Qraosho-charana; the 
second time strike seventy blows with the horse-goad, seventy 
with the Qraosho-charana; the third time ninety blows with the 
horse-goad, ninety with the Qraosho-charana. If he commits 
the deed a fourth time without having atoned for the former, 
what is the punishment for it? Then answered Ahura-Mazda: 
Let them strike his sinful body two hundred strokes with the 
horse-goad, two hundred with the Qraosho-charana. 

96. Creator! If he who has wounded a man so that the blood 
comes, does not atone for it; 

97. What is the punishment there-for? 

98. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike his sinful 
body two hundred strokes with the horse-goad, two hundred with 
the Qraosho-charana. 

99. CreatorJ He who strikes any one a blow T so as to break 
a bone; 

100. What is the punishment fed* it ? 

101. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike seventy 
strokes with the horse-goad, seventy with the Qraosho-charana; 
the second time strike ninety blows with the horse-goad, ninety 
with the Qraosho-charana. 

102. If he commits the deed the third time without having 
atoned for the former, what is the punishment for it ? 

* That is, a wound, or perhaps “ a bruise.” 
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103. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike his sin¬ 
ful body two hundred strokes with the horse-goad, two hundred 
with the Qradsho-charana. 

104. Creator! If he who has wounded a man so that a bone 
has been broken, does not atone for it; 

105. What is the punishment there-for? Then answered 
Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike his sinful body two hundred 
blows with the horse-goad, two hundred with the Qradsho- 
charana. 

106. Creator! He who inflicts a dangerous wound on a man ; 

107. What is the punishment for it? 

108. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike ninety 
blows with the horse-goad, ninety with the Qradsho-charana. 

109. If he commits this deed the second time without having 
atoned for the first; 

110. What is the punishment there-for? 

111. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike his sinful 
body two hundred strokes with the horse-goad, two hundred 
with the Qradsho-charana. 

112. Creator! If he who has inflicted a dangerous wound on 
a man, does not atone for it; 

113. What is the punishment there-for? 

114. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike his sinful 
body two hundred blows with the horse-goad, two hundred with 
the Qradsho-charana. 

115. Afterwards are their deeds compensated ; 9 

116. In the way of purity; 

117. According to the precept of purity. 

118. If then, men, in conformity with the law* come hither, 
a brother or a friend, 

119. Desirous (to atone) with gold or with women, or with 
the understanding— 

120. If they wish (to atone) with gold they may bring gold 
hither. 

121. If they wish (to atone) by means of women they may 
bring hither women. 

122. If they wish (to atone) by the understanding they may 
recite the Manthra-cpenta. 

123. Within the first and second (part) of the day, within the 
first and second (part) of the night. 

124. For the increase of the understanding which withdraws 
itself from purity.f 


* If any man, a co-religionist, comes hither .... desirous of gold, or of women, 
or of instruction; if he wishes gold they may give him gold, etc. etc.— Guj. Tr. 
t Is from purity.— Guj. Tr. 
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125. Through purity and prayer for the increase of the under¬ 
standing, in order that it may ever remain. 

126. To the middle of the day, and in the night, without 
sleeping either by day or in the night, 

127. Until they have spoken all these words which the Her- 
beds have spoken: 

128. Which they have made for men with seething waters,* 
0 Zarathustra. 

129. One must not speak contrary to the law concerning flesh 
or concerning pasture, f 

130. With regard to the married, J I call them, 0 holy Zara¬ 
thustra, before him 

131. Who is not married ; 

132. Him who has a household before him wlio has none; the 
father of a family before the childless; 

133. The rich before the poor.§ 

134. For he seeks most among other men to protect the Vohu- 
mano who furthers the increase of cattle, before him who does it 
not. 

135. If he then is dead (viz. who furthers the increase of 
cattle), 

136. He is of the value of an Asperena, of the value of a lesser 
animal, of the value of a beast of burden, of the value of a man. 

137. For this man—if one repents—wars with the Asta- 
vidhotus; 

138. He wars with the Ishus Qatkakhto; 

139. He wars with Zemaka (the Demon of winter) and puts 
on him a smaller garment; || 

140. He wars against the brain of wicked men ; 

141. He wars against Askemaogho, the impure, who eats 
nothing.^] 10 

142. If he has committed this deed for the first time, not for 
second time; 

143. If they become aware of these deeds in the corporeal world; 

144. Let them begin to<cut the bones, with iron knives, 

145. Of his body worthy of decay ; or even more. 

146. If they become aware of these deeds in the corporeal world, 

147. Let them fasten iron fetters on the bones 

148. Of the body worthy of decay; or even more. 

149. If they become aware of this deed in the corporeal world, 

150. He causes a hundred men to fall without wishing it. 

* He must study witli his body like seething waters.— Guj. Tr. 

f One must not refuse to give cattle or clothes.— Guj. Tr. J The girl.— Guj. Tr. 

§ 132, 133. A house to him who lias none, a son to him who is childless, riches 
to him who has none.— Guj. Tr. || As cold decreases by wearing a garment.— Guj. Tr. 

H Who cats by oppression.— Guj. Tr. 
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151. On account of his body worthy of decay; and even more 
than that. 

152. If they become aware of this deed in the corporeal world, 

153. Thus he commits without knowing it a great sin ; 

154. If they become aware of this deed in the corporeal world, 

155. (Then it is as if) he were knowingly to approach the hot 
golden boiling water lyingly,* as if speaking truth, (but) lying 
to Mitkra. 11 

156. Creator! He who knowingly approaches the hot golden 
boiling water, as if speaking truth, but lying to Mitkra ; 

157. What is the punishment for it? 

15S. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike seven 
hundred blows with the horse-goad, seven hundred with the 
Qraosho-charana. 

NOTES TO FARGARD IV. 

1 Verses 1-3 are extremely difficult and obscure. Mr. Hormazji 
Pestonji has kindly forwarded me, through Mr. Murray Mitchell, of 
Bombay, the following English version of a Gujerati translation : 

1. Which man to perform neyaesh not worship sublime may take aicay. 
Gloss: So is the man who ought to perform neyaesh and does not do it. 

2. Thief [of Neyaesh he is become guilty thief debt talcing away. Gloss : 
That man is a stealer of Neyaesh and is held guilty. Again it is declared 
in the Avesta ) that if a man incurs a debt with a view not to pay it back , 
and afterwards says ,. Tlw man that gave me [the money'] does not remember 
it; he is a first-rate thief; he is as guilty as if he actually stole the pro¬ 
perty of another. From such a transgression Daruj obtains pregnancy. 

3. He as if in the midst of the day in the midst of the night habitation 
himself high may keep. Gloss: That man is like one that f having abused 
kindness [cf Sadder xxviii.] is held guilty day and night. 

The preceding translation is not very clear, but both it and the Huz- 
varesh translation agree in making the passage refer to debt, which was 
accounted disgraceful by the old Persians. Thus Herodotus, I. 183, 
says: 11 Amongst them (the Persians) to tell lies is accounted the most 
shameful thing, and next to owe a debt, both for many other reasons, 
and especially because they say a debtor is compelled to tell some 
falsehood.” Plutarch says : “ The Persians account lying as the second 
of crimes, and to be in debt as the first,” etc. 

2 V. 2 is a manifest interpolation, intended as a gloss on verse 11. 

3 The general sense of verses 4-23 appears to be that whoever breaks 
an agreement of a certain value must make reparation to the amount of 
the next higher value. In the Gujerati-English version above quoted 
the passage runs as follows : 13. Bywords first promise making. Gloss : 
Whatever man first makes a promise , or that says , etc. 14. Hands 
covenant breaking after more . Gloss: After joining hand to hand in 

* As he who gives impure waters of various kinds, such as of miscarriage or men¬ 
struation, etc., and says it is pure water, etc.— Guj. Tr. 
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making a covenant , if the speaker turn aside , he falls into guilt , and the 
guilt of the hand is upon him , [and so great is this guilt that] the guilt of 
breaking former covenants is hid by it, that is, the guilt of breaking this 
covenant is greater than the guilt of breaking those covenants . 

4 Yv. 24-25. Mithro aiwi draokhto = “a broken contract,” or 
“ breach of contract.” A^taraiti and aqtarayeiti, = “ to affect with, to 
make unclean, or pollute.” The noun actar is met with in Parsf. Mkh. 
35-36, where it is translated by dosha in the first passage, and duhkha 
in the second. The Huzvaresh translation takes nabanazdistanahm as 
a dative, and para baraiti, which in other places = “to take away,” is 
here expressly rendered “to bring to” (or “upon”). 

6 Yv. 54-56. These three crimes, Agerepta, Avaoirista, and Aredus, 
are frequently mentioned, but their exact importance is doubtful. Per¬ 
haps Avaoirista, = “ a wound inflicted in anger, without premeditation,” 
and Aredus, = “a wound inflicted out of revenge and premeditatedly.” 

6 Y. 57. In the Huzvaresh translation: he becomes “Tanafur.” I 
translate pere, “to fillup” (see Guj. Tr.). The meaning is, perhaps, that 
when a man commits the sin Aredus for the fifth time, there is no 
longer room for bodily punishment; the sin takes entire possession of 
his soul. 

7 Y. 69. There is some difficulty in translating the often-recurring 
epithet pesho-tanus. It is evident from Farg. Y. v. 14, that the two 
words form a compound. The reading pe 90 is certainly wrong. 

8 Y. 85. I translate Qara by “a sore ” (Sehware), because I take the 
two words to be etymologically identical. 

9 From verse 115 to the end of theFargard is the most difficult pas¬ 
sage in the Yendidad, as it is composed entirely of fragments thrown 
together without order, and not in their original connection. The first 
of these fragments, like many other interpolated passages, expatiates 
on the duty of reading the Avesta as an atonement for sins. These 
sins may also be atoned for with gold, or by the giving a female 
relation in marriage. Yerse 128 proves the lateness of the interpola¬ 
tion, as it refers to a legend of the time of the Sassanian dynasty, viz., 
the story that Aderbad Mahrcsfand caused melted lead to flow from his 
body. The Huzvaresh translation also expressly refers to this legend. 

10 Yerses 130-141 appear originally to have belonged to a chapter in 
recommendation of agriculture and the breeding of cattle. It need not 
excite astonishment that the rich are placed before the pooi;, because 
amongst the Parsces wealth acquired in purity was accounted as some¬ 
thing meritorious. Ydhu-mand (verse 134) may either signify Ized 
Eahman, the protector of cattle, or it may mean a man possessing a 
good mind, as in Farg. XIX. v. 66. 

11 Y. 155. I really do not know the exact meaning of this difficult 
passage. It may possibly refer to a kind of ordeaL 
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FARGARD V.—INTRODUCTION. 

Tee fifth chapter relates particularly to the uncleanness occa¬ 
sioned by dead bodies and the means of removing the same. Its 
contents are briefly as follows : 1. A mention of various circum¬ 
stances under which uncleanness is not incurred, although the 
contrary might be expected, together with the reasons for this 
exemption (v. 1-23). 2. A declaration that Fire and Water do 
not kill any man, but only attract to themselves the parts which 
belong to Ahura-Mazda: and hence the contradiction is removed 
that two elements so pure, and belonging to Ahura-Mazda, could 
destroy any creation of Ahura-Mazda’s, and thus work against 
tlieir own purpose (v. 24-34). 3. The treatment of dead bodies 

in summer and winter (v. 35-49). 4. The purification of water 

which has flowed over corpses (v. 50-G4). 5. An episode on 

the high value of the Yendidad (v. 65-82). 6. The uncleanness 
which the death of a person or animal occasions to the persons 
living in the same house (v. 83-122). 7. The management of 

Fire, the Beregma, etc., on the occasion of a death (v. 123-135). 
8. The treatment of women who have been delivered of a still¬ 
born child, together with general instructions for the manage¬ 
ment of women in child-bed (v. 136-160). 9. The use of clothes 
which have become unclean (v. 161-178). 
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FARGARD Y. 

1. A man dies in the depths of the Tallies: 

2. Hither fly the birds from the heights of the mountains 
down to the depths of the vallies, 

3. Down to this body of the dead man, and devour it. 

4. Then the birds fly up again from the depths of the Tallies 
to the heights of the mountains ; 

5. They fly to a tree, either a hard or a soft one; # 

6. + They vomit on it, they dung it, they deposit on it (part 
of the corpse). 

7. A man goes up from the depths of the valley to the 
heights of the mountain; 

8. He goes to the tree where the bird is—he wishes firewood 
for the fire— 

9. He fells this tree, he cuts it in pieces, he cleaves it, he 
burns it with the fire, the Son of Ahura-Mazda; 

10. What is the punishment for this ? 

11. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : No corpse which has been 
carried away by dogs, birds, wolves, winds, or flies, defiles a 
man. 1 

12. Were these corpses which have been carried away by 
dogs, birds, wolves, winds, or flies, to defile men, 

13. Then would almost all my corporeal world be little allied 
to purity, but become Khraojdat-urva and Pesho-tanus ; 2 

14. On account of the multitude of these corpses which have 
perished on this earth. 

15. Creator! A man pours water over a corn-field; 

16. The water flows over this field for the second, for the third 

time; ' 

17. After the fourth time a dog, or a panther, or a wolf, brings 
a corpse into the field; 

18. What is the punishment for this ? 

19. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: No corpse which the dogs, 
birds, wolves, winds, or flies, have brought defiles a man. 

20. Were these corpses which dogs, birds, wolves, winds, or 
flies, have brought to defile men, 

* That is, a tree of close grain like the oak, or a softer-wooded one, as a fir-tree, 
t In Spiegel’s translation the verses after 5 are wrongly numbered, as the 6 has 
been dropped. Therefore to find the corresponding verses in Spiegel, after verse 5 
add one to the numbers here printed. 
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21. Then in a short time my whole corporeal world would 
little love purity, but become Khraojdat-urva and Pesho-tanus; 

22. On account of the number of these corpses w T hich have 
perished on the earth. 

23. Creator! Does the water destroy a man ? 

24. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: The water does not destroy 
a man. 

25. Agto-Vidhotus binds him,* the birds carry the bound one 
away; 3 

26. The water carries him up, the water carries him down, 
the water washes him ; 

27. Afterwards the birds eat him up. 

28. There (in the other world) he goes up and down by 
destiny. 4 

29. Creator! Does the fire destroy a man ? 

30. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Fire destroys no man. 

31. Acto-Yidhotus binds him,f the birds X carry away the 
bound one, 

32. The fire burns his bones and his vital principle. 

33. There (in the other world) he goes up and down by 
destiny. 

34. Creator ! When the summer is over, then in winter 5 

35. Dow shall the Mazdayacnians act? 

36. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: In every house, in every 
village, they shall erect three Katas § for him who is dead. 

37. Creator! How shall these Katas for the dead be made? 

38. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: They shall not touch 
against the uplifted head ; 

39. They shall not reach farther than his feet and his hands; 

40. For this is the lawful Kata for a dead body. 

41. There shall they lay down the soulless bodies during two 
nights, three nights, or a month long. 

42. Until the birds fly up, the trees grow up, 

43. The pernicious ones (the Daevas) || hasten away, and the 
wind makes the earth dry. 6 

44. After this, when the birds fly away, the trees grow up, 
the pernicious ones 11 hasten away, and the wind makes the earth 
dry; 

45. Then shall the Mazdayacnians expose these bodies to the 
Sun. 

46. If the Mazdayacnians do not expose the bodies to the Sun, 

47. Command thou the same punishment for a year long that 
is prescribed for the murder of a pure man. 

* Ilis breath.— Guj. Tr . f His breath.— Guj. Tr. 

% The Daevas.— Gt{j. Tr. § A place of three corners.— Guj. Tr, 

II Of the winter.— Guj, Tr, U The winter.— Guj, Tr. 
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48. Until the corpses are purified, the Dakhmas purified, the un¬ 
cleanness is carried away, and the birds have eaten (the corpse). 

49. Creator! Dost thou, who art Ahura-Mazda, bring the water 

50. Out of the sea Vouru-kasha with Wind and Clouds? 7 

51. Dost thou bring it down to the corpses, Thou who art 
Ahura-Mazda? Dost thou bring it to the Dakhma, Thou who art 
Ahura-Mazda? Dost thou bring it to uncleanness, Thou who 
art Ahura-Mazda? Dost thou pour it over the bones, Thou who 
art Ahura-Mazda? Dost thou bring it away clandestinely (no¬ 
body perceiving it), Thou who art Ahura-Mazda? 

52. Dost thou bring these things to the sea Puitika ? 

53. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: It is as thou, 0 Zara- 
thustra! who art pure, sayest. 

54. The water bring I away, I who am Ahura-Mazda, from 
the sea Vouru-kasha with wind and clouds; 

55. I bring it to the corpses, I who am Ahura-Mazda; I bring 
it to the Dakhma, I who am Ahura-Mazda; I bring it to un¬ 
cleanness, I who am Ahura-Mazda; I pour it over the bones, I 
who am Ahura-Mazda; I bring it away secretly, I who am 
Ahura-Mazda. 

56. I bring these things to the sea Puitika: they are seething 
in the midst of the sea. 

57. Purified do the waters flow from out the sea Puitika to 
the sea Vouru-kasha. 

58. To the Tree Hvapa. 

59. There grow my trees, all, of all kinds. 

60. These I cause to be rained down from thence, I who am 
Ahura-Mazda; 

61. As food for the pure man, as fodder for the cow created 
by the good [principle, Ahura-Mazda].* 

62. The corn may men eat, the pastures are for the cow 
created by the good [principle]. 

63. This is the Good, this is the Beautiful, as Thou who art 
pure sayest. 

64. By these words the pure Ahura-Mazda rejoiced him, the 
pure Zarathustra. 

65. Purity is the best thing for men after birth. 8 

66. This is purity, 0 Zarathustra ! the Mazaayacnian law. 

67. He who keeps himself pure by good thoughts, words, and 
deeds. 

68. Creator! How is the greatness, goodness, and beauty 
in this Zarathustrian law, given against the Daevas (Vendidad), 
which is great, good, and beautiful above all other words ? 

69. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Similarly, 0 holy Zara- 


* The cow, the giver of goodness.— Guj, Tr. 
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thustra, is this Zarathustrian law, given against the Daevas, 
above all other words in greatness, goodness, and beauty, 

70. As the sea Vouru-kasha is higher than other waters, 

71. As the greater waters flow superior to the lesser, 

72. As the greater trees surpass the smaller, 

73. As (the heavens) are around this earth. 

74. Spoken by Ratu,* spoken by Qraoshavareza, 9 

75. With an uplifted Draona,+ or one not uplifted, 

76. With [one entrusted or not entrusted, 

77. With [one = given or not given,J 

78. The Ratu can remit him a third part of the punishment. 

79. If he has committed other sinful deeds, 

80. Then the punishment is repented [i.e. remitted through 

repentance]; 1N 

81. If he has not committed other sinful deeds (i.e. spiritual), 
then they are repented of for ever. 10 

82. Creator! If men are in the same house together, on the 
same bed, or on the same mat, 

83. Two others opposite one, 

84. Or five, or fifty, or a hundred, together with their wives 

85. Then one of these men dies,—on how many of the men does 
the Drukhs Nacus settle with corruption, rottenness, and filth? 11 

86. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: If it is a priest, 0 holy 
Zarathustra, the Drukhs Nacus rushes up; 12 

87. If it comes'to the eleventh it defiles the tenth. 

88. If it is a warrior, 0 holy Zarathustra, the Drukhs Nacus 
rushes up; 

89. If it comes to the tenth it defiles the ninth. 

90. If it is a husbandman, 0 holy Zarathustra, the ^Drukhs 
Nacus runs up; 

91. If it comes to the ninth it defiles the eighth. 

92. If it is a dog belonging to cattle, O holy Zarathustra, the 
Drukhs Nacus runs up ; 

93. If it comes to the eighth it defiles the seventh. 

94. If it is a dog belonging to a village, 0 holy Zarathustra, 
the Drukhs Nacus rushes up; 

95. If it comes to the seventh it defiles the sixth. 

96. If it is a dog, a bloodhound,|| 13 O holy Zarathustra, the 
Drukhs Nacus runs up; 

97. If it comes to the sixth it defiles the fifth. 

98. If it is a young dog, 0 holy Zarathustra, the Drukhs 
Nacus rushes up; 

* Ratu = “ High-priest.” f Draona = “ a ceremonial cake for departed souls.” 

+ These verses appear to refer to the Parsee custom of entrusting the performance 
of certain ceremonies for departed souls to the nearest relations or to a priest. 

§ The Guj. Tr. omits the words “ with their wives.” 

|| A helpless dog, or without a master. — Guj. Tr . 
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99. If it comes to the fifth it defiles the fourth. 

100. If it is a dog which cannot see,* 0 holy Zarathustra, the 
Drukhs Nagus rushes up ; 

101. If it comes to the fourth it defiles the third. 

102. If it is a dog just born, 0 holy Zarathustra, the Drukhs 
Nagus runs up; 

103. If it comes to the third it defiles the second. 

104. If it is a dog just come to life, O holy Zarathustra, the 
Drukhs Nacus runs up ; 

lOo. If it comes to the second it defiles the first. 

100. If it is a dog as yet without life,+ O holy Zarathustra, 
the Drukhs Nacus runs up. 

107. If it comes to the first it defiles the first. 

108. Creator! If it is the dog Urupis,t 

109. How many creatures of Qpenta-mainyus does the dog 
Urupis defile directly ? how many indirectly ? 

110. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: The dog Urupis does not 
defile the creatures of Q'penta-mainyus, neither directly nor in¬ 
directly, 

111. Except the person who strikes or kills him: 

112. (This person) he does follow always. § 

113. Creator! If it is a pernicious, bad two-legged being, a 
very noxious and impure one, || 

114. How many creatures of Qpenta-mainyus does it defile 
directly ? how many indirectly ? 

115. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Like a lizard If whose mois¬ 
ture is dried up, which has been dead above a year. 14 

116. For living, O holy Zarathustra! the pernicious being, 
the two-legged one, very noxious and impure (defiles): 

117. It defiles the creatures of Cpenta-mainyus directly: 

118. It defiles them indirectly. 

119. Living, it injures the water; living, it extinguishes the 
fire; living, it leads the cattle the wrong way; living, it smites 
the pure man a blow which injures his consciousness and his 
vital power; but not so when it is dead. 

120. For whilst it is alive, 0 holy Zarathustra! this deadly 
serpent, the two-footed, is very hurtful and impure; 

121. (Living), it takes the pure man away from the world, 
food, pastures, trees, bushes, and iron; but not so when it is dead. 

122. Creator! We bring to the habitations in this corporeal 
world, O pure Ahura-Mazda! fire, the Berecma, the cup, the 
Haoma, and the mortar. 

* A sagacious and black-cared dog.— Guj. Tr. f A long-eared dog.— Guj. Tr. 

t Mangoos.— -Guj. Tr. _ § Defiles him for ever.— Guj. Tr. 

|| In the Guj. Tr. this is explained to'be a vicious man, an infidel, or highwayman, 
and the meaning is that such a one is impure to the touch in his life-time. 

t Frog.— Guj. Tr. 
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123. If afterwards a dog or a man dies in this habitation, 

124. IIow shall the Mazdayagnians conduct themselves? 

125. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: They shall bring out from 
this habitation, 0 holy Zarathustra! the fire, the Beregma, the 
cup, the Haoma, and the mortar. 

126. They shall bring out the dead body; 

127. Like as a man, according to the law, is brought to the 
place for bodies,* and is there consumed. 

128. Creator! How shall the Mazdayagnians bring fire back 
again to the dwelling in which the man died ? 

129. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Kine nights shall the 
Mazdayagnians wait in Winter, a month long in Summer. 

130. Afterwards the Mazdayagnians may bring back the fire 
to the dwelling where the man died. 

131. Creator! If the Mazdayagnians bring back fire to the 
house in which the man died; 

132. Within nine nights, within a month, 

133. What is the punishment for it? 

134. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them inflict on their 
sinful bodies two hundred blows with the horse-goad, two hundred 
with the Qraosho-charana. 

135. Creator! If a woman becomes pregnant in a Mazdayag- 
nian house, 

136. For one month, two months, three months, four months, 
five months, six months, seven, eight, nine, or ten months; 

137. Then the woman is delivered, without a child, of some¬ 
thing lifeless ; 

13S. How shall the Mazdayagnians act P 

139. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : (They shall bring it) to 
the purest place which is in this Mazdayagnian dwelling, 15 

140. Which is the driest; 

141. Where the cattle and the beasts of burden go about the 
roads least, 

142. And the fire of Ahura-Mazda, the Beregma which is 
bound in holiness, and the pure man. 

143. Creator! How far from the fire, how far from water, 
how far from the Beregma bound in holiness, and the pure man? 

144. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Thirty + steps from the 
fire, thirty steps from the water, thirty steps from the Beregma. 

145. Then shall the Mazdayagnians make a raised place on 
the earth; 

146. The Mazdayagnians shall bring thither (the same), with 
food and with clothes shall the Mazdayagnians bring them. 

147. Creator! What food shall this woman first eat ? 


For devouring.— Guj. Tr . 


f Three.— Guj- Tr . 
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148. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Ashes mixed with cow’s 
urine, 

149. Three drops, or six, or nine. 

150. (Thereby) they sprinkle the Dakhmas, which are within 
the fruitful child-bearing women. 

151. Then they may enjoy the warm milk of mares, cows, 
sheep, and goats, 

152. Large and small fruits, 16 

153. Cooked meat without water, pure corn without water, 
and wine without water. 

154. Creator! How long shall they (who have been confined) 
wait, how long must they wait before they enjoy flesh, corn, 
and wine ? 

155. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Three nights shall they wait, 
three nights must they wait before they enjoy meat, corn, and wine. 

156. After three nights let them wash the naked body of (the 
child-bearing woman)* with cow’s urine and water, at nine 
holes, 17 then is she clean. 

157. Creator ! How long shall they (who have borne children) 
wait, how long must they wait after the three nights before they 
return to the place, to food, and to clothing, with the other 
Mazdayacnians ? 

158. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Nine nights shall they 
wait, nine nights must they wait after the three nights before 
they return again to the place, the food, and the clothes, with 
the other Mazdayacnians ? 

159. After nine nights they may wash their naked bodies + 
with cow’s urine and water, then are they clean. 

160. Creator! When are these clothes, after cleaning and 
washing them again, united [with other clothing] J 

161. For the Zaota, the Havanan, the Atarevakhsa, the Fra- 
bereta, the Aberet, the Acnata, the Eaethwiskara, the Qraosha- 
vareza, 18 the priests, the warriors, and the husbandmen ? 

162. Then answered Almra-Mazda: These clothes are not 
again united ( i.e . to be used) after cleansing and washing; 

163. By the Zaota, the Havanan, the Atarevakhsa, the 
Frabereta, the Aberet, the Agnata, the Eaethwiskara, the Qraosha- 
vareza, the priests, the warriors, and the husbandmen. 

164. If a woman is suffering menstruation in this Mazda- 
yacnian dwelling; 

165. Or if a limb is broken, or the house is stained in con¬ 
sequence of a wound; 19 


* And let them wash the clothes.— Guj. Tr. f The clothes.— Guj. Tr. 

| That is, AVhcn may they be used again ? 
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166. Then this is the bed for it, this is the covering with 
which they cover. 

167. Until she brings out her hand with prayer and praise.* 20 

168. For Ahura-Mazda does not throw away even things of 
the smallest value; 

169. Not of the value of a thread ; not even so much in value : 

170. As a single reel throws ofl’in quantity. 

171. If the Mazdayacnians throw on a dead body 21 

172. As much as a reel yields in quantity, 

173. Then are they not pure in life, and after death they take 
no share in Paradise. 

174. Thy fill up the place which is appointed for the wicked, 

175. The dark, which comes from darkness. 

176. Darkness.f 

177. This place ye make, ye who are wicked, through your 
own deeds and your own law, the worst of places. 

NOTES TO FAEGABD V. 

1 Y. 11. This passage seems, at first sight, to disagree with Farg. 
VI. v. 100 fF., but the contradiction is only apparent, not real, because 
that passage relates to the way in which dead bodies are to be disposed 
of when it is in the power of the Mazdaya^ians to perform the neces¬ 
sary ceremonies, whereas this passage has reference solely to bodies 
which have accidentally aud unintentionally become the prey of birds 
or beasts. 

2 Y. 13. Khraojdat-urva = “hardness of heart” (or“hard-hearted ”); 
a term applied to a class of great sins. 

3 Y. 25. Aqto-vidhotu = ‘ ‘the destroyer of the bones’’ {vide Burnouf 
Yaqna, p. 465, note) is the A$ta vahat or Aqtahvat of the later Parsec 
mythology.' He appears at the judgment of souls at the bridge Chinvat 
to support the claims of Anra-mainyus against Qrosh and Bahrain. 

4 Y. 28. Bakhta, in the Huzvaresh translation n*0 pD, i.e. <0 

= “through fate.” 

5 Y. 34. Hama = “ Summer,” whence hanmina = “ relating to sum¬ 
mer,” appears uot to be declined in the Avesta. Aiwi gama, translated 

by )XnDD"l, i.e. is the Parsee ogam, N.P. 

Y. 43. Nyaoiicho, which I have translated “pernicious” (die Yer- 
derblichen), means properly “downwards,” and is always used with 
reference to the Daevas. The root hich, whence hiskn and highnvi, 
means “ to dry up.” Cf. The Sanskrit sikatii aud Latin siccus. 

1 Yerses 49-63 are discussed at length in the treatise “Ueber einige 
eingeschobene Stellen des Yendidad.” 

The passage is important for the development of religious ideas 

* She must use them until they would not give way by pulling with both hands. — 
Guj. Tr. 

t Such darkness that a man could touch it. — Guj. Tr. 
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amongst the Parsees, as it shows that at a later period many functions 
were no longer attributed to Ahura-Mazda, but bestowed on an inferior 
order of beings. The opinion respecting the arrival of water from the 
sea Vouru-kasha to the sea Puitika, and from thence to the sea Vouru- 
kasha again, has remained in the later Parsee mythology; but Ahura- 
Mazda has nothing to do with it, only Tistrya and his associates Catevis. 
See Farg. XIX. v. 126. 

In verse 511 take angaithim adverbially, not as an adjective. The 
Huzvaresh translation makes it an adjective, and supplies the word 
naejum = “ dead bodies.” 

In verse 60 I translate vivarayemi “ I cause to rain down,” agreeably 
to the later Parsee opinion which makes Tistar send down plants with 
the rain ( vide Pars! Gram., p. 143, 173). 

8 Verse 65 is evidently an interpolation, and is written in the dialect 
of the second part of the Ya^na. 

9 Y. 74. Craoshavareza is an appellation of some kind of priest; but 
what his office was is not clear. 

10 Yv. 68-81. Another interpolated passage respecting the efficacy 
of having the Yendidad read by a Priest for hire ( vide Parg. III. 
v. 136 ff.). 

11 Y. 85. Akhtis, from aiij = “to penetrate, prevail;” pavaiti, from 
pu = “ to be corrupt,”—hence corruption, rottenness; ahiti = “ filth ” 
{cf anahita = “ pure,” and the Sanskrit asita = “black”). 

12 Y. 86. Since the death of a pure man is a victory gained by 
Anra-mainyus, it is easily understood that the pollution is greatest 
when it is a priest who dies, and the pollution diminishes step by step 
according to the rank of the individual. 

13 Y. 96 ff. The Huzvaresh translator could not explain the names 
jajus, vizus, and aiwizus. All three belong to the root ju = “to live,” 
and signify a dog in the earliest stages of its existence. 

14 Y. 115. That Yazagha = “lizard” we learn from the Persian c j». 

It is worth while to note here the consequences of the Parsee doctrine. 
"When Anra-mainyus or one of his demons slays a pure creature he 
diminishes the number of the creatures of Ahura-Hazda, and occasions 
an amount of impurity or pollution proportionate to the rank of the 
creature (whether person or animal) destroyed. On the other hand the 
destruction of a creature of Anra-maniyus is a victory of Ahura- 
Mazda; and no pollution can be occasioned by the death of an impure 
animal. Hence the Parsees were enjoined to kill certain noxious 
animals. 

15 Y. 139 ( Vide Farg. III. v. 50 If.). It will be noted that the 
regulations prescribed in the case of a woman delivered of a still-born 
child show her to have incurred the same amount of uncleanness as a 
man who has carried a dead body to the place appointed for it. 

16 Y. 152. Doubtful; the Huzvaresh translation is obscure. Pro¬ 
fessor Doth has shown that vabiri, which Anquetil’s Parsees rendered by 

= “fruit,” is the vavri of the Yedas (Xir. ii. 9; Xigh. iii. 7). 

17 Y. 156. Anquetil translates Magha by “ a stone,” but it must 
signify “a hole ” {cf. X.P. l15^1v<). The ceremony seems here to be 
somewhat altered. 
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ia V. 161. According to Anquetil, Zaota=“ the priest who holds the 
Zour Havanan = “he who carries the Ifavan;” Atarevakhsa=:“ he 
who prepares the fire;” Frabereta=“ he who carries whatever is 

necessary;” Aberet=“he who carries the water ” (?). With regard to 

the remaining names, Adnata must signify “he who performs the wash¬ 
ing;” Paethwiskara “ he who makes atonement for the uneleanness ; ” 
and Craoshavareza is probably “he who appoints the punishment.” 

19 Y. 165. Ckenda is certainly connected with It 

also reminds us of the Sanskrit “skand.” 

20 Sad-der, Porta xlv.: IF hen eating bread, let [the child-hearing wo- 
man] cover her hand in her sleeve; let her also wrap an old piece of linen 
about the sleeve , and then in that manner she mag eat bread . The same 
rule also applied during the usual periods of uncleanness. 

21 Y. 171 ff. Cf. Sad-der, Porta xii.: It is enjoined not to make a 
winding-sheet of linen which is new and wholly undefiled , because Zerd- 
tusht ordained the contrary .... but let it be old, worn , and well 
washed . ... If a woman has taken a thread from a basket, the length of 
a palm, and sewed it into a winding-sheet, it will be like a serpent and 
viper in her body, and loill cleave to her liver for ever , etc. 

The Huzvaresh merely transcribes the word Charaitika. The later 
Parsees translate it by wheel,” or “reel.”* A^perena is 

translated by j\j = “ thread.” Warim is rendered by i.e. 

The root is ma=“ to measure.” 

* The original is no doubt “ a spinning wheel." 
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FARGARD VI.—INTRODUCTION. 

The sixth Fargard continues the subject of uncleanness oc¬ 
casioned by dead bodies : 1. Treatment of land on which a dead 
body has been found (v. 1-15). 2. Punishments for those who 

have wilfully defiled the land by throwing about portions, or 
the whole, of a dead body, either of a man or dog (v. 16-53). 
3. Conduct of a Mazdayacnian who finds a dead body floating in 
the water (v. 54-64). 4. The purification of water which has 

been polluted by uncleanness (v. 65-83). 5. Purification of the 

unclean Haoma (v. 84-91). 6. Rules for the treatment of dead 

bodies (v. 92-106). 


FARGARD VI. 


51 


FARGARD YI. 

1. How long must the earth be left uncultivated on which 
dogs and men die ? 

2. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : A year long, 0 pure Zara- 
thustra! shall the land remain uncultivated on which dogs and 
men die. 

3. The Mazdayacnians shall not till this land ; they shall not 
pour water on it within a year when dogs or men die upon it. 

4. After their desire shall the Mazdaya 9 nians till the other 
land ; after their desire shall they pour water on it. 

5. If the Mazdayacnians till this land ; if they pour w r ater 
on it when dogs or men die thereupon, within a year: 

6. Then these Mazdayacnians commit the sin of burying the 
dead with respect to the water, to the earth, to the trees. 

7. Creator! If the Mazdayacnians till the land upon which 
men and dogs have died ; if they pour water on it within a year; 

8. What is the punishment for this ? 

9. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike their sin¬ 
ful bodies two hundred blows with the horse-goad, two hundred 
with the Qraosho-charana. 

10. Creator! If the Mazdayacnians wish to water the land for 
irrigation, for cultivation, for digging up ; 

11. How shall the Mazdayacnians act? 

12. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : These Mazdayacnians shall 
look about on the earth for the bones, hair, nails, impurity, and 
flowing of blood. 

13. Creator! If they do not look about for bones, hair, nails, 
impurity, and flowing of blood ; 

14. What is the punishment for this ? 

15. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike their sinful 
bodies two hundred blows with the horse-goad, two hundred with 
the Qraosho-charana. 

16. Creator! He who throws away the bone of a dead dog or 
a dead man, were it only so large as the top joint of the little 
finger, 

17. And there melts out 1 upon it (the earth) grease and 
m arrow 7 ; 

18. What is the punishment for this? 
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19. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Strike thirty strokes with 
the horse-goad, thirty with the Qraosho-charana. 

20. Creator! He who throws away the bone of a dead dog or 
a dead man, 

21. As large as the top joint of the middle finger: 

22. If grease or marrow run out there; 

23. What is the punishment for this ? 

24. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike fifty strokes 
with the horse-goad, fifty with the Qraosho-charana. 

25. Creator! He who throws away the bone of a dead dog or 
a dead man, 

2G. As large as the top joint of the largest finger: 

27. If grease or marrow runs out there; 

28. What is the punishment for this? 

29. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike seventy 
blows with the horse-goad, seventy with the Qraosho-charana. 

30. Creator! He who throws away the bone of a dead dog or 
a dead man, 

31. Of the length of a finger, the size of a rib : 

32. And grease or marrow 7 runs out there; 

33. What is the punishment for this ? 

34. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike ninety 
blows with the horse-goad, ninety with the Qraosho-charana. 

35. Creator! He who throws away the bone of a dead dog or 
a dead man, 

36. As long as two fingers, as large as tw r o ribs: 

37. If grease or marrow 7 runs out there; 

38. What is the punishment for this? 

39. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike his sinful 
body tw r o hundred blow r s with the horse-goad, tw r o hundred with 
the Qraosho-charana. 

40. Creator! He who throws aw r ay the bone of a dead dog or 
a dead man, 

41. Of the length of an arm, of the size of a hip :* 

42. If there runs out there grease or marrow 7 , 

43. What is the punishment for this? 1 

44. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike four hun¬ 
dred strokes with the horse-goad, four hundred with the Qraosho- 
charana. 

45. Creator! He who throws aw 7 ay the bone of a dead dog or 
a dead man, 

46. As big as the head of a man : 

47. If marrow or grease runs out there; 

48. What is the punishment for this? 

49. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike six hun- 

* Breast-bone.— Guj. Tr. 
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dred blows with the horse-goad, six hundred with the Qraosho- 
charana. 

50. Creator! He who throws away the whole body of a dead 
dog or a dead man, 

51. And grease or marrow runs out there; 

52. What is the punishment for thi3 ? 

53. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Strike a thousand blows 
with the horse-goad, a thousand with the Qraosho-cbarana. 2 

54. Creator! If the Mazdayacnians, [whilst] going a-foot, 
running, riding, or driving, come to a dead body floating in 
the water : 

55. How shall the Mazdayacnians act ? 

56. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Laying aside their shoes, 
pulling off their clothes, 

57. They shall remain there, 0 Zarathustra: 

58. They shall go in, they shall drag the dead out of the 
water, 0 Zarathustra. 

59. They shall [go] into the water as far as the feet, as far ns 
the knee, as far as the middle of the body, as far as the height 
of a man. 

60. Until they reach the dead body. 

61. Creator! If these dead bodies are stinking and rotten; 

62. How shall the Mazdayacnians act ? 

63. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: As much as they can grasp 
of it with both hands, so much shall they drag out of the water 
and lay it on the dry ground. 

64. J3y throwing about bones, hair, nails, 3 impurities, and 
blood, one does not defile the water. 

65. Creator! Upon how much of the water which is in the 
pool does the Drukhs Nacus settle with dissolution, rottenness, 
and defilement. 

66. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Six paces in all four direc¬ 
tions ; 

67. So far is the water impure, and not to be used until the 
corpse is taken away. 

68. They shall therefore take the corpses out of the water and 
la} r [them] on the dry land. 

69. From this water they shall drain the half, the third, the 
fourth, or the fifth, 

70. According as they can or can not. 

71. Afterwards, when the corpse has been brought out, when 
[part of] the water has been drained oft', this water is pure, and 
may be used after their desire by cattle and men, just as before. 

72. Creator! Upon how much of well-water 4 which springs 
up does the Drukhs Nacus place himself with dissolution, rotten¬ 
ness, and tilth ? 
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73. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: So long is this water im¬ 
pure and not to be used until the corpse is taken out. 

74. Creator! Upon how much of snow and hail-water does 
this Drukhs Na 9 us place himself with dissolution, rottenness, 
and filth? 

75. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Three paces in all four 
quarters; 

76. So far is this water impure and not to be used, until the 
corpse is taken out. 

77. They shall take out the corpse and lay [it] on the dry land. 

78. When the corpses are taken out, when the water is thawed, 
then is this water pure, and may be used according to their desire 
by men and cattle, just a3 before. 

79. Creator! Upon how much of running water does the 
Drukhs Na 9 us settle? 

80. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Three paces backwards, 
three paces forwards, six paces on the sides; 

81. So far is the water impure and not to be used, until the 
dead body is taken out. 

82. They shall take the dead body out of the water and lay it 
on dry land. 

83. When the corpses have been taken out, and when it has 
rained on it three times, then this water is pure, and may be 
used according to their desire by cattle and men, just as before. 

84. Creator! When is the Haoma pure which has been 
brought to a dead dog or man, 0 pure Ahura-Mazda ? 

85. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: It is pure, 0 pure Zara- 
thustra! 

86. The prepared Haoma has neither dissolution nor death; 

87. Not even when it is brought to a dead body. 

88. Only that which is not prepared, as much as four fingers 
long, 

89. This shall they lay on the ground, in the midst of the 
dwelling, 

90. Until a year is gone by. ' 

91. After the expiration of a year, it can be used according to 
[his] desire by the pure man, just as before. 

92. Creator! Where shall we carry the bodies of the dead, 0 
Ahura-Mazda! where shall we lay them down? 

93. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: On the highest place, 0 
holy Zarathustra! 

94. Where they are most perceived by carnivorous dogs and 
birds. 

95. The Mazdaya9nian3 shall fasten these dead bodies by their 
own feet and hair,* 

* Carry them walking and by men wearing hair.— Guj. Tr. 
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96. With* iron, stone, or lead.f 

97. If not, then will the carnivorous dogs and birds carry 
away [some] of the bones to the water, and to the trees. 

98. Creator! If they do not fasten them, and the carnivorous 
dogs and birds take some of the bones to the water and the trees; 

99. What is the punishment for this? 

100. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Strike their sinful bodies 
two hundred strokes with the horse-goad, two hundred with the 
Qraosho-eharana. 

101. Creator ! Where shall we bring the carcases 5 of the dead, 
0 Ahura-Mazda! where shall we lay them down? 

102. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: They shall turn them up¬ 
wards [or, place them up high], 

103. Above the dogs, above the panthers, above the wolves,]: 6 

104. So that they cannot be rained upon from above by the rain. 

105. If the Mazdayagnians can, they shall lay them on stone, 
mortar, or carpet; 7 

106. If they cannot, then they shall lay them down on the 
earth, on their own bed, and their own mat, exposed to the light, 
looking towards the Sun. 


NOTES TO FARGARD VI. 


1 V. 17. The root “ irith,” which usually signifies “to die,” is, in this 
solitary instance, rendered by “to go” in the Huzvaresh. Apparently 
it is derived from ri or ri, as dath from da. The translation of utho 
and utho tag is according to the tradition. 

2 V. 53. This is the same punishment as that appointed for burying 
the dead {vide Farg. III. v. 29). 

3 V. 64. £pama = “ a nail,” according to the later tradition. Van- 
ghutat, from vanghu = Sanskrit vasu = “ fluidity,” “blood ” (payah Cf. 
Mahidh. on Yajurv. I. 3a, ed. Weber). 

4 72. Chata is the N. P. = “ a well.” Uzaita is from i + uz = 

V 

“to go forth,” “to spring or gush forth.” 

6 V. 101. I translate the difficult word azdebis by “carcases” (or 
“bodies”), in accordance with the tradition, although this meaning 
seems scarcely appropriate. 

6 V. 103. That is, higher than the dogs, etc., can easily reach. 
Raoja is perhaps the N. P. Jy . 

7 V. 105. The Huzvaresh translates the obscure word vichiehaeshva 


by which must be the N. P. Jf== “ a mortar,” or = “ silk.” As 

VL. > 

for the word tutukhshva, I incline with Professor Roth to take it for the 
N. P. t * = “a carpet.” 


* Upon.— Tr. f Inferior metal.— Guj. Tr . 

{ This verse is not in the Gujerati MS. 
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FARGARD VII.—INTRODUCTION. 

The seventh Fargard is a continuation of the preceding, and 
treats especially of the management of various objects which 
have come in contact with a dead body. There are, however, 
other passages inserted which do not seem at all in their right 
place. The following is an outline of the contents of this 
chapter: 1. The time when the Drukhs Nacus takes possession 
of a dead body, with some other details already given in Farg. 
V. (v. 1-24.) 2. Of the purification of clothes, etc., with a 

digression respecting the water Ardvigura, and further repeti¬ 
tions of parts of Farg. V. (v. 25-57.) 3. Concerning men who 

have eaten corpses (v. 58-71). 4. The treatment of unclean 

wood (v. 72-93). 5. A sudden digression respecting the art of 

healing, the mode in which it is to be studied, and the fees to be 
paid to the successful physician (v. 94-121). The unclean¬ 
ness of land in which corpses have been interred (v. 122-127). 
7. The uncleanness of Dakhmas, etc. (v. 128-150.) 8. The treat¬ 
ment of women prematurely delivered, with literal extracts from 
Farg. V. (v. 151-183.) 9. Concerning the purification of eating- 
utensils polluted by.contact with a dead body, of an animal 
which has eaten part of a dead dog, or body, with other,similar 
observations (v. 184-196). 
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FARGARD YII. 

1. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda : Ahura-Mazda, the 
Heavenly, the Holy, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

2. When does the Druklis Nacus rush to the dead men? 

3. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: immediately after death, 
0 holy Zarathustra! consciousness* departs. 

4. The Drukhs Nacus rushes hither from the region of the 
North, in the form of a fly, pernicious when she comes bringing 
immense filth from her anus, as (do) the most hideous of the 
Khrafctras. 1 

5. Creator! When these (corpses) have been slain by dogs, 
wolves, sorcerers, by wounds,f by falls, 2 by men, by violence, 
by anguish ,% after how long a time does Drukhs Nacus arrive? 

6. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: After the next division of 
the day. 

7. Creator! If several men all together in the same place, 
or on the same bed and the same mat. 

8. If two other persons are there opposite one, 

9. Or five, or fifty, or a hundred, together with [their] wives.^ 

10. Then one of these men dies: upon how many of the men 
does the Drukhs Nagus settle with corruption, rottenness, and 
impurity ? 

11. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: If it is a priest, 0 holy 
Zarathustra! the Drukhs Nagus rushes up;|| 

12. If he settles on the eleventh, he defiles the tenth. 

13. If it is a soldier, then rushes up the Drukhs Nagus, 0 holy 
Zarathustra! 

14. If he settles on the tenth, he defiles the ninth. 

15. If it is an husbandman, then the Drukhs Nacus flies up, 
0 holy Zarathustra! 

16. If he settles on the ninth, he defiles the eighth. 

17. If it is a dog belonging to the cattle, then the Drukhs 
Nagus flies up, 0 holy Zarathustra! 

18. If he settles on the eighth, he defiles the seventh. 

19. If it is a house-dog, then the Drukhs Nagus flies up, 
0 holy Zarathustra! 

20. If he settles on the seventh, he defiles the sixth. 

* Life.— Guj. Tr. f Torture.— Guj. Tr. ^ Starvation.— Guj. Tr. 

§ “ 'With their wives" is not in the Guj. Tr. || Runs up.— Guj. Tr. 


58 


VENDIDAD. 


2L Then if it is a blood-hound the Drukhs Nagus rushes up, 
0 holy Zarathustra! 

22. If he settles on the sixth, he defiles the fifth. 

23. If it is a young dog, then the Drukhs Nacus flies up, 
0 holy Zarathustra! 

24. If he settles on the fifth, he defiles the fourth. 

25. This one has a bed or a mat with which they cover him ; 3 

26. Creator! Upon how many of these—the bed and the mat* 
—does the Drukhs Nacus settle? 

27. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Up on the top of this bed, 4 
on the out-most covering thereof, the Drukhs Na<jus settles with 
corruption, rottenness, and impurity. 

28. Creator! How do these garments become pure again, 0 
pure Ahura-Mazda! which have been placed on the body of a 
dead dog or a dead man ? 

29. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: They become pure, 0 pure 
Zarathustra! 

30. In this way : 

31. If they aref stained with matter, with dirt, or with 
vomit, i 

32. Then the Mazdayagnians shall cut these garments in 
pieces and bury them. 

33. If they are not stained with matter, dirt, or vomit, 

34. Then shall the Mazdayacnians wash these garments with 
cow's urine. 

35. If they [the garments] consist of hair,§ 5 then they shall 
wash them three times with cow's urine, rub them three times 
with earth, wash them three times with water, air them three 
months at the window of the house. 

36. If they are woven, || 6 they shall wash them six times 
with cow's urine, rub them six times with earth, wash them six 
times with water, air them six months at the window of the 
dwelling. 

37. The water which is called, Ardvi-cura, 0 holy Zarathustra! 

purifies my waters ; H * # 

38. This (purifies) the seed of men ; 

39. This (purifies) the fruit of the body **of w r omen; 

40. This (purifies) the milk of women. 7 

41. Creator! how are these garments again suitable after the 
purification and the washing; 

42. For the Zaota, for Havana, for the Atarevakhs, the Fra- 
bereta, the Aberet, the Acnata, the Raethwiskara, the Qraosha- 
vareza, for the priests, the soldiers, and the husbandmen ? 8 

* The dress and the pillow. — Guj. Tr.- f (Of leather or vegetables.)— Guj. Tr. 

X Urine.— Guj. Tr. § Leather.— Guj. Tr. || Of cotton.— Guj. Tr. 

If Is my water which purifies.— Guj. Tr. •* "Wombs.— Guj. Tr. 
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43. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: These garments are not 
serviceable again after the purification and washing, 

44. Not for the Zaota, not for the Havanan, not for the 
Atarevakhs, not for the Frabereta, not for the Aberet, not for 
the Acnata, not for the Raethwiskara, not for the Qraosha- 
vareza, not for the priest, not for the warrior, not for the hus¬ 
bandman. 

45. If a woman in a Mazdayacnian dwelling is afflicted with 
menstruation; 

46. Or if a limb has been broken and a wound stains the 
house; 

47. Then is this her bed and her mat wherewith they cover 
her; 

48. Until she brings out her hands in praise and prayer. 

49. For Ahura-Mazda does not throw away pieces of garments ; 9 

50. Not the size of a thread, not even so much in size 

51. As a reel* throws off according to proportion. 

52. If the Mazdayaqnians throw upon a dead body as much 

53. As a reel yields in quantity, 

54. Then they are not pure in life, and after death they re¬ 
ceive no share in Paradise ; 

55. They fill the place which is appointed for the wicked; 

56. The dark which comes from darkness ; 

57. Darkness. 

58. This place make ye, you who are evil by your deeds and 
your law, the most hateful place. 

59. Creator! When are those men pure, 0 pure Ahura-Mazda! 
who have eaten of the body of a dead dog or a dead man ? 

60. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: They are unclean, 0 holy 
Zarathustra! 

61. These men are made for the holes. 10 

62. Let them bring these men away from the white eye; 11 

63. On their nails springs the Drukhs Nacus ; 

64. Hereafter they are unclean for ever. 

65. Creator ! How do those men become clean, 0 pure Ahura- 
Mazda ! who bring a corpse with dirt to the water or the fire 
with uncleanness ? 12 

66. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: They are unclean, 0 pure 
Zarathustra! 

67. The wicked who have defiled themselves with corpses are 
the most helpful to the dog Madhakha; 

68. They are most helpful to the drought which destroys the 
pasture, those who have defiled themselves with corpses; 

69. They are most helpful to the winter which the Daevas 
have created, which kills the dogs, is full of snow, the slowly- 

* Or, “ Spinning-wheel.” 


60 


VENDIDAD. 


passing, wounding, evil, wicked-knowing, those who have defiled 
themselves with corpses; 13 

70. The Drukhs Nacus springs on their nails, 

71. Then are they unclean for ever. 

72. Creator! When is the wood pure, 0 pure Ahura-Mazda! 
which has been brought to the body of a dead dog or man ? 

73. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: It is clean, 0 pure Zara- 
thustra! 

74. In this way: 

75. If the body has not yet been gnawed by carnivorous dogs 
or birds, 

76. Then they shall (of this wood), of the length of a Yitasti 
if it is dry, of the length of a Fra rath ni 14 if it is green, 

77. Lay down on the earth in four directions; they shall 
sprinkle it once with water, then it is pure. 

78. If the body has already been gnawed by carnivorous dogs 
and birds, 

79. Then shall they the length of a Frarathni if dry, the 
length of a Frabazu if green, 

80. Lay down on the earth in all four directions; they shall 
sprinkle it once with water, then it is pure. 

81. Thus shall they the dry wood, thus the green, 

82. Thus the hard, thus the soft, lay down on the earth in all four 
directions; they shall sprinkle it with water, then is it pure. 15 

83. Creator! How do corn and fodder become pure, 0 pure 
Ahura-Mazda! which have been brought to the body of a dead 
dog or man ? 

84. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: They become pure, 0 pure 
Zarathustra! 

85. In this way: 

86. If the corpse has not been gnawed by carnivorous dogs or 
birds, 

87. Then the length of a Frarathni if dry, the length of a 
Frabazu if green, shall they 

88. Lay down upon the earth towards all four quarters; 
they shall sprinkle it with water, then it is pure. 

89. But if the body has already been gnawed by carnivorous 
dogs and birds, 

90. Then the length of a Frabazu if dry, the length of a 
Vibazu if green, shall they 

91. Lay down upon the earth in all four directions ; they shall 
sprinkle it with water, then is it pure. 

92. So much of dry, so much of green ; 

93. So much of the cultivated, so much of the uncultivated; 
so much of the reaped, so much of the unreaped produce; so 
much of those with husks, so much of those without husks; so 
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much of the mixed fruits, shall they lay down in the earth in all 
four directions, and sprinkle them once with water, then are 
they pure. 16 

94. Creator! When the Mazdayacnians wish to make them¬ 
selves physicians, 

95. Whom shall they first cure, the Daevayacnians* or the 
Mazdayacnians ? 

96. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : They shall make trial of 
healing on the Daevaya 9 nians before the Mazdayacnians. 

97. If he begins to cut a Daevayacnian for the first time and he 
dies ; if he begins to cut a Daevayacnian for the second time and 
he dies; if he cuts a Daevayacnian for a third time and he dies, 

98. Then is he incapable for ever. 

99. The Mazdayacnians shall not try (consult) him after¬ 
wards ; he shall not cut the Mazdayacnians; he shall not wound 
by cutting. 

100. If the Mazdayacnians afterwards try him, if he cuts the 
Mazdayacnians, if he wounds them by cutting, 

101. Then shall he atone for the wound of the wounded (man) 
with the punishment of the Baodho-varsta. 17 

102. If he begins to cut a Daevayacnian for the first time and 
he recovers; if he cuts a Daevayacnian for the second time and 
he recovers; if he cuts a Daevayacnian for the third time and 
he recovers, 

106. Then is he capable for ever. 

104. According to (their) wish shall the Mazdayacnians after¬ 
wards make trial of him; he shall cut the Mazdaycnians as he 
pleases; he shall heal them by cutting at his will, 

105. Let him cure a priest for a pious blessing. 

106. Let him cure the master of a house for the value of a 
small beast of burden. 

107. Let him cure the ruler of a clan for the value of a middle- 
sized beast of burden. 

108. Let him cure the chief of a tribe for the value of a large 
beast of burden. 

109. Let him cure the ruler of a territory for the value of 
a chariot with four oxen. 

110. If he first cures the mistress of a house, then a female 
ass is his reward. 

111. If he cures the wife of the chief of a clan, then a cow is 
his reward. 

112. If he cures the wife of the chief of a tribe, then a mare 
is his reward. 

115. If he cures the wife of the ruler of a district, then a 
female camel is his reward. 

* Idolaters.— Guj. Tr, 
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114. Let him cure a boy from the village for the price of a 
large beast of burden. 

115. Let him cure a large beast of burden for the price of a 
middle-sized beast of burden. 

116. Let him cure a middle-sized beast of burden for the price 
of a small beast of burden. 

117. Let him cure a small beast of burden for the price of 
small animals, and small animals for the price of food. 

118. When many physicians come together, 0 holy Zara¬ 
thustra ! 

119. Physicians with knives, physicians with herbs, physicians 
with holy sayings [incantations?] ; 

120. Then is it the most healing among physicians who use 
the Manthra-Qpenta as a remedy. 

12L * * * * * * 18 

122. Creator! how long does a dead man lie on the earth ex¬ 
posed to the light, the sun beholding him, and the earth is 
(pure) ? 

123. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : A year long, 0 pure Zara- 
thustra! does the dead man lie on the earth exposed to the light, 
the sun beholding him, and the land is (pure). 

124. Creator! IIow long can the body of a man be buried in 
the earth until the earth becomes pure ? 

125. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Fifty years, 0 holy Zara- 
thustra! must the body of a man remain buried in the earth 
before the earth is pure. 

126. Creator! How long can the bodies of men be laid on the 
Dakhmas until the earth is pure ? 

127. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : (It is not pure), 0 holy 
Zarathustra! before this dust is amalgamated (with the earth). 

128. Exhort, 0 holy Zarathustra! all men in the corporeal 
world to destroy these Dakhmas.f 19 

129. He who destroys so much of these Dakhmas as is equal 
to his own body, 

130. He has confessed (his sins) in thoughts, and words, and 

deeds. ' 

131. He has atoned with regard to thoughts, words, and deeds; 

132. For the two heavenly powers will not begin a strife 
against this man, 20 

133. In his progress to Paradise. 

134. They praise him, 0 Zarathustra! stars, moon, and sun. 

135. I praise him, 1, the Creator Ahura-Mazda. 

136. “ Hail to thee, 0 man! thou who art come from the 
perishable places to the imperishable.” 21 

* As by pure beautiful man (has) cure. — Guj. Tr. f Cemeteries.— Guj. Tr. 
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137. Creator! Where are the Daevas, where the worshippers 
of the Daevas, where is the flocking together of the Daevas, 
where the assembling of the Daevas, where do the Daevas come 
together to the slaying of fifty for the slayers of a hundred, to 
the slaughter of a hundred for those who slay a thousand, to the 
slaughter of a thousand for those who slay ten thousand, to the 
slaughter of ten thousand for those who slay innumerable ones. 22 

138. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: In these Dakhmas which 
are raised up on the earth, where they lay dead men, 0 holy 
Zarathustra ! 23 

139. There are the Daevas, there the Daeva-worshippers, 
there is the flocking together of the Daevas, there the assembling 
of the Daevas, there the coming together of the Daevas to the 
slaying of fifty for the slayers of a hundred, to the slaughter 
of a hundred for those who slay a thousand, to the slaughter of 
a thousand for those who slay ten thousand, to the slaughter of 
ten thousand for those who slay a countless (number). 

140. Similarly, 0 holy Zarathustra ! do the Daevas collect 
together at these Dakhmas and copulate; 

141. As you, ye who are men in this corporeal world, make 
ready cooked food and eat cooked flesh. 24 

142. Therefore take heed, ye men, and consider what ye eat ; 25 

143. For that is the joy of the Daevas, 

144. All to which stench cleaves. 

145. For in these Dakhmas there are together dissolution, 
sickness, fever, uncleanness, cold fever, shivering, and old re¬ 
mains of hair.* 26 

146. In these Dakhmas the men are the deadliest. 

147. After the Hufrashmo-daiti,f 27 

148. They envy who have little understanding, not those who 
have much. 

149. The third part of this corruption Jannaya keeps 

150. With the loins, the hands, and Gaegus. 

151. Creator! If in this Mazdaya^nian dwelling a woman 
become pregnant, 

152. One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, or ten 
months ; 

153. If then this woman lies in with a lifeless child, 

154. How shall the Mazdaya^nians act? 

155. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Where in this Mazdayag- 
nian dwelling the earth is purest 

156. And driest: 

157. Where least there go about on the ways the cattle, the 
beasts of burden, the fire of Ahura-Mazda, the Bere§ma bound 
together in holiness, and the pure man. 

* The hair is unclean. — Spiegel , f Midnight. — Guj . TV. 


04 


VENDIDAD. 


158. Creator ! How far from the fire, how far from water, 
how far from the Berefina which is bound up, how far from the 
pure man ? 

159. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Thirt} r steps from fire, 
thirty steps from water, thirty steps from the Beregma bound 
together, thirty steps from pure men. 

160. The Mazdayacnians shall make a raised place on the earth. 

161. Afterwards the Mazdayacnians shall bring her here with 
food; the Mazdayacnians shall bring her here with clothes. 

162. Creator! What food shall this woman first eat ? 

163. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Ashes mixed with cow's 
urine, 

164. Three drops, six drops, or nine. 

165. She sprinkles (with this) the Dakhmas which are inside 
the fruitful child-bearing women, 

166. Then let her drink warm milk of mares, cows, sheep, or 
beasts of burden; 

167. Large and small fruits. 

168. Let her have cooked meat without water, pure vegetables 
without water, wine without water. 

169. Creator! How long must she wait, how long must one 
wait until she may have meat, vegetables, and wine ? 

170. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Three nights shall she 
wait, three nights must one wait until she may have meat, 
vegetables, and wine. 

171. After three nights let her wash her naked body with the 
urine of a cow and with water by nine holes, then is she clean. 

172. Creator! But if a fever ensues whilst her body is un¬ 
clean ; 2S 

173. If two bad sicknesses befall her; hunger and thirst; 29 

174. Shall this woman drink water? 

175. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: She shall drink, 

176. For that is her greatest advantage, if she purifies her 
vital powers. 

177. With the exception of any of the hoi y prayers known to 
the pure and pious men (i.e. the advantage of such prayers is 
greater than that which follows from purification); 30 

178. But if she drinks the water witli her hands, 

179. Then she brings punishment to you who are Mazdayaf- 
nians. 

180. (The recitation of the Ratu and the Qraosha-vareza takes 
the punishment away.) 

181. What is the punishment? 

182. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : As a punishment for her 
sinful body, let them strike two hundred blows with the horse- 
goad, two hundred with the Qraosho-charana. 
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183. Creator! IIow do the vessels out of which one eats be¬ 
come clean which have been brought to the carcass of a dead 
dog or man ? 

184. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: They are clean, 0 pure 
Zarathustra! 

185. In the following manner : 

186. If they are of gold, wash them once with cow’s urine, 
lift them once up from the earth, wash them once with water, 
then are they clean. 

187. If they are of silver, wash them six times* with cow’s 
urine, lift them up from the earth six times, wash them six times 
with water, then are they clean. 

188. If they are of earth, wood, or lead, then are they unclean 
for ever. 31 

189. Creator! IIow are the beasts pure which have eaten of 
the carcass of a dead dog or man ? 

190. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : They are pure, 0 Zara¬ 
thustra ! 

191. Only let them not bring cheese (from them) as an offer¬ 
ing, or flesh as an offering for the Berecina within a year : 

192. After a year can they be used according to their wish by 
pure men, just as before. 

193. Who is that, 0 pure Ahura-Mazda ! who, thinking 
purity, wishing purity, nevertheless ruins purity ; who thinks 
purity, wishes purity, and nevertheless furthers the Drujas ? 

194. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : He it is, 0 pure Zara¬ 
thustra ! who, meditating purity, wishing purity, (yet) ruins 
purity ; who thinks purity, wishes purity, and nevertheless 
furthers the Drujas; 

195. Who carries out water in which the uncleanness of a 
carcass is contained, without purification ; 

196. Who carries out water in the darkness of night without 
purification. 32 


NOTES TO FARGARD VII. 

1 V. 4. A most difficult passage. The sense of the words u apa 
zadliahgho akaranem driwyao,” is not quite clcar.f Driwi, from the 
root dri = “ to cleave,” is correctly explained by the Parsees with ,b 
= “a piece.” Zaizdistaor zuijdista = “unclean,” “ hateful,” cf. 

It may here be observed that the Drukhs is evidently taken as a personal 
being. A. Kuhn has also proved this to be the case with the form J)ruh 
in the Vedas. Vide his “ Zeitschr. fur Spraehwissenschaft,” I. p. 193 ff. 

* Twiee.— Guj. TV. 

f Frofessor Spiegel has since given another rendering of this passage.— Translator . 
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2 Y. 5. Yaema is obscure. In the Huzvaresh it is merely tran¬ 
scribed D'l; the modern Persians translate it . 

3 Y. 25. This verse is perhaps only a gloss, but it serves to introduce 
the next subject. 

4 Y. 27. Here also the word barezigeha must probably be supplied 
on account of the preceding aete. 

5 Y. 35. In the text, ubdaenis, the etymology of which is obscure. 

In the Huzvaresh it is “pnDID i-e. . For these two kinds of 

clothing vide Bundehesb, cap. xv. (fol. 105 recto). 

6 Y. 36. In the German edition Professor Spiegel had translated the 
word izaemis by “ skins.” The Huzvaresh is pnn = aJJ. 

7 Y. 37-40. An evident interpolation quite out of place. 

8 Y. 42. For these names vide Farg. Y., v. 162. 

9 Y. 52. Vide Farg. YIII., v. 65 ff. 

10 Y. 61. Perhaps, “they are to be buried alive.” Geredha = “a 
holein Huzvaresh and Pars!, girigta, which Anquetil takes for the 

H. P. uj S. The gloss is : “ Aprak says, A hole is to be dug for 
them, they are to be robbed (?) of life.” (Yir = “ a part of the humau 
soul,” usually = smriti=“ memory.” Cf. Minokh. pp. 181, 299, 333. 
Paris MS.) In the Sad-der Porta lxxix., it is stated that it is un¬ 
lawful for a man to eat of a corpse even if the physician has prescribed 
it as a remedy, “unless” it is added, “he has been brought before the 
wise men , and tlie Desturs have permitted it” 

11 Y. 62. The X. P. may help to elucidate the compound 

gpiti-doithra-chasman. 

12 Y. 65. Cf Sad-der Porta lxxx. “. whoever shall bring a 

dead body to fire or water it ivill be like a locust on account of this very 
deed, and for the same reason the winter will be more vehement , because a 
dead body has been brought to the fire or the water.” 

13 Y. 67-69. The name of the dog Madhakha occurs also in the 
unintelligible verse 58, Farg. I., where it is masculine. The other 
mythological allusions are in part unintelligible. The difficult words 
nagu kereta drvanto are translated according to the tradition. 

14 Y. 76. “ The viteshte ,” says Anquetil, “ is equal to twelve fingers .” 
Wilson says that the vitasti (in Pali, vidatthi) is “ a long span measured 
by the extended thumb and little finger , considered equal to twelve fingers” 
Frarathni is not found in Sanskrit, but only aratni. In Pali,,ratana is 
double a vidatthi. Cf Pali-lexicon, Abhidhana-ppadipika, ii., 1, 2, 3, 
ed. Clough. We do not know the lengths of the frabazu and vibazu. 

15 Y. 78-82. Anquetil’ s translation of this passage is quite erroneous. 
It has nothing to do with the ceremony of the “ Sag-did” (the showing 
a dead body to a dog), as he seems to have imagined. 

10 Y. 93. Dereta from dri = “to cleave in Huzvaresh nDIIKia,* 
cf N. P. = “to prune,” etc. Pakhta = “pulse,” according 

to the Parsce traditions. Atlirehtanm = ntnD i-e. ^. 

17 Y. 101. Baodho-varsta = “ sins committed wilfully.” Irish seems 
in most passages to be intransitive.* Vide the example in Farg. XY. 

18 Y. 121. The MSS. are here very corrupt. Apparently several 
words have dropped out between v. 120 and 121. 
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19 Y. 128. That is such Dakhmas as have been constructed on fruit¬ 
ful ground. It is expressly enjoined that they are to be made on a 
spot altogether barren. 

20 V. 132. This translation accords with the tradition, and I take it 
to be correct. Ilena = nspDD is the Sanskrit rana. 

21 Y. 136. Such direct addresses occur more than once in the Avesta. 
Compare also the address of Yohu-mano to the soul of the pious on its 
arrival in Paradise, Farg. XIX., v. 103-104. 

22 Y. 137. The sense of this difficult passage appears to be as fol¬ 
lows : Each of the Daevas seeks to destroy the good creatures according 
to his power, which is always less than his wishes, e.g., the Daeva who 
aims at destroying a hundred is only able to destroy fifty. Sec also 
similar phrases in Yashts xxi. 54, xxiv. 60, xxv. 31, etc. 

23 Y. 138. The opinion that evil spirits frequent burying grounds is 
widely spread. Compare the “Ghouls” of the Arabian Xights, and the 
Dakinis in the Indian Tales of Sama-deva. 

24 Y. 141. This and the following obscure verses appear to be an 
interpolation. HuyarSs is to all appearance the third pers. pi. of the 
potential in atmanepadan from the root “ hu.” 

25 Y. 142. Here also I have followed the tradition. The extreme 
difficulty gives rise to the question whether it may not be permissible 
to translate the verbal forms as above. 

26 Y. 145. The names in this verse are translated partly according to 
their etymology and a comparison of other passages, and partly accord¬ 
ing to the Iluzvaresh translation. 

27 Yerscs 147-150 are extremely obscure. The words “Hu fraslimo 
daiti ” arc merely transcribed by the Huzvaresh translators and by Xerio- 
sengh (Serosh-yesht, cap. vii.). They must refer to the rising of the 
sun. Cf. Farg, XIII. 2. Gae^us occurs again in the Ya(jna (cap. ix.), 
where it must mean a weapon. It seems to be the same word as 
yalcrov — gaesum. 

28 Y. 172. Zoishnuye from zoishnu. Cf Zoizdista. 

29 Y. 173. Shudho = khsudha, tarshno — trishna. 

30 Y. 177. This verse and v. 180 arc evidently misplaced. I translate 
“dahma,” 1, adj. pious; 2, subst. fern, the name of a prayer; just as 
Bcnfey does the Indian “dasma” (Glossary to the Sama-veda). 

31 V. 188. In the Sad-der (Porta xcii.) we find similar injunctions, 
but the number of washings is different. Gold is to be washed once, 
silver twice, copper, tin, lead, or brass three times, iron four times, and 
stone six times. A turquoise, ruby, hyacinth, cornelian, emerald, or 
pearl is to be washed six times, and each time is to be dried by rubbing 
it with earth. 

32 Y. 196. Xaktura, in the H. TJ. i.e. Cf. Skr. naktu, 

taiithra, “darkness.” The Sad-der (Porta xxxiv.) also advises not to 
pour out water in the night time, but should it be done the Yatlia 
ahu vairyo must be recited. 


68 


VENDIDAD. 


FARGARD VIII.—INTRODUCTION. 

The eighth chapter, the longest in the Vendidad, continues the 
same subject as the preceding, but the order is interrupted by 
various interpolations. 

Its contents are—1. The management of dwellings in which 
dead bodies lie (v. 1-10). 2. Conduct to be observed when the 
inclemency of the weather prevents the dead body from being 
carried out; together with some injunctions respecting the urine 
to be used for purifying those who carry it (v. 11-37). 3. 

Management of the roads along which dead bodies have been 
carried, and prayers to be recited on such occasions (v. 38-64). 
4. Injunctions against placing new garments on a dead body, 
with the punishments appointed for so doing (v. 65-73). 5. 

Commandments against certain vicious habits, and unnatural 
crimes (v. 74-106). 6. After a declaration that a body which has 
been dead more than a year does not defile, follows a minute 
description of the mode of purifying those who have come in 
contact with a dead body, whether man or dog (v. 107-228). 
7. The purification of fire which has been polluted (v. 229-270); 
but this passage seems rather to belong to Fargard VI. 8. Con¬ 
duct to be observed by those who have come in contact with a 
dead body in a lonely or desert place (v. 271-310). 
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1. Then if under the shelter of a tree, or the covering of a 

bush,* * * §1 ° 

2. A dog or a man should die: 

3. How shall the Mazdayacnians act? 

4. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : They shall seek out a 
Dakhtna, and shall make it ready. 

5. If they perceive that the body is fit to be carried, 

C. They shall bring it (to the dwelling) and leave the dwelling 
there; f ° 

7. They shall fumigate the dwelling with Urvacna, Yoliu- 
gaona, Vohu-kereti, Hadha-naepata, + and all kinds of sweet- 
smelling trees. 

8. If they perceive that the dwelling is portable,§ 

9. Then they shall bring the dwelling there, and shall leave 
the dead there; 3 

10. They slialj fumigate the dwelling with Urvagna, Vuhu- 
gaona, \ ohu-kereti, Hadha-naepata, and all kinds of odoriferous 
trees. 

11. Creator! If in this Mazdayacnian dwelling-place a do o> or 

a man dies ; ° 

12. And it rains or snows, or a strong wind blows, or darkness 

has spread itself abroad, and hinders work and strength for this 
day: ° 

18. How shall the Mazdayacnians act? 

. 14 - Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Where in this Mazdayac¬ 
nian dwelling-place is the purest and the driest earth; 

15. Where cattle, draught-beasts, || the fire of Ahura-Mazda, the 
bcivcma bound together in purity, and the pure man go least 
along the ways. 

16. Creator! How far from fire, how far from water, how far 
irom the licregma bound together, how far from the pure men ? 

17. ihen answered Ahura-Mazda : Thirty paces from the fire 
thirty paces from the water, thirty paces from the Berccma, and 
thirty paces from the pure men : 


* A house with a ground floor.— Guj. Tr. 

f Cary away the body, and leave in the house.— Guj. Tr. 

t Sjn&il-wood, Gum-benjamin, Aloes-wood, Pomegranate-wood.— Guj. Tr. 

§ The house set apart for the dead clothes, etc.— Guj. Tr. 

|| Large and small cattle.— Guj. Tr. H Three.— Guj. Tr. 
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18. There shall the Mazdayacnians dig a hole in this earth, 3 

19. Half a foot deep in hard ground, half the height of a man 
in soft ground ; 

20. On the top of the same shall they bring the dust of bricks, 
stones, or dry earth ; 

21. Thus shall they lay down the soulless body two nights, 
three nights, or a month long, 

22. Until the birds fly away, the trees grow up, the evil ones* 
hasten away, and the wind dries the earth. 

23. Then when the birds fly away, the trees grow up, the evil 
ones hasten away, and the winds dry the earth; 4 

24. Then shall the Mazdayacnians cut downf that dwelling. J 

25. Two men shall take him (the dead) up—pure and strong 
ones— 

26. Naked and without clothes (lying), on bricks, stone, or 
mortar, away to the Kata. 5 

27. They shall lay him down on the earth, 

28. Where most carnivorous dogs and birds best perceive him. § 

29. There shall those who bear the dead sit themselves down, 
three paces from the dead. 

30. Then let the pure Ratu speak to the Mazdayacnians : 

“ Mazdayacnians! ” • , 

31. “ Bring hither the urine with which those who have 
carried the dead shall wash their hair and their bodies.” 

32. Creator J How shall this urine be, 0 pure Ahura-Mazda, 

33. With which those who have carried the dead shall wash 
their hair and their bodies ? 

34. Shall it be of cattle, II of beasts of burden, of men, or of 
women ? 

35. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Of cattle,If of beasts of 
burden, not of men, and not of women. 

36. With the exception of two—the male and female relations.* * 

37. These shall make the urine wherewith those who have 
carried the corpse shall wash their hair and their bodies. 

38. Creator! When they carry dead dogs and dead men along 
the road, 

39. How shall the cattle, the draught-beast's, men and women, 
the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, and the Berecina, which is 
bound in holiness, go on these ways ? 

40. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: The cattle and the beasts of 
burden shall not go on these ways, not the men and women, not 

* The evil of winter.— Guj. Tr. f Dig deep.— Guj. Tr. 

1 Probably a tent or an arbour. 

y That is, become aware of the existence of the corpse.— Spiegel. 

|j Small cattle.—Cref/. Tr. 

1i Sheep.— Guj. Tr, * * A bull or a cow.— Gtj. Tr. 
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the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, and the Beregma bound in holi¬ 
ness. 

41. A yellow dog with four eyes,* or a white one with yellow 
ears, 6 

42. Shall they lead three times along this road. 

43. By this, 0 holy Zarathustra, by leading along a yellow 
dog with four eyes, or a white one with yellow ears, 

44. By this the Druldis Nacus flies away to the Northern 
regions. 

45. If not, then let them lead a yellow dog with four eyes, or 
a white one with yellow ears, six times along this road, 0 holy 
Zarathustra; 

46. For by this, 0 holy Zarathustra [namely], by leading 
about a yellow dog with four eyes, or a white one with yellow 
ears, the Drukhs Nagus flies away to the North regions. 

47. If not, let them lead a yellow dog with four eyes, or a 
white one with yellow ears, nine times along this road ; 

48. For thus, 0 holy Zarathustra, by leading about a yellow 
dog with four eyes, or a white one with yellow ears, the Drukhs 
Nagus runs to the Northern regions. 7 

49. A priest shall first walk along this road, speaking the vic¬ 
torious words : Yatha ahu vairyo. 

50. “ By the holiness of Voliu-mano.” + 8 

51. “ Rulership belongs to Ahura-.” 

52. “ Whom Ahura-Mazda created for a Protector to me and 
those like me (i.£., my followers).” 

53. “ If the bad ones (Aiira-mainyus) seek to harm me.” 

54. “ Besides thee, the Fire and Vohu-mano, if I walk after 
Thy works, 0 Holy one (then help me), 0 Ahura !” 

55. “Tell me this law by the Destur,” 

56. “ Which smites victoriously through Thy protection and 
teaching.” 

57. “ Make manifest to me in both places a Ratu for the law.” 

58. “ Then may Qraosha and Vohu-mano come,” 

59. “ 0 Mazda ! May my wish be the wish of every one,” 

60. “Ahura-Mazda and Cpenta-armaiti defend us from our 
foes.” 

61. “I drive back the Daeva-Drukhs; I drive back that 
which proceeds from the Daevas ; I drive back what they have 
done and created.” 

62. “I drive away the Daevas: begone, 0 Drukhs! I drive 
away the Drukhs that he may rush to the North ; he shall not 
destroy the corporeal world of the pure.” + 


* That is, having certain peculiar spots which resemble eyes, 
t Vcr. 50-62 arc not in the Gujerati Translation. 
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63. After their desire may the Mazdayagnians then travel on 
these roads: cattle, beasts of burden, men and women, the fire 
the son of Ahura-Mazda, the Bernina bound together in holiness. 

64. As they will may the Mazdayacnians then prepare meat 
and wine in this dwelling; it will be pure without spot as before. 9 

65. Creator! He who throws a garment over a dead body, one 
of skins, or a woven one, # only so much as [the length of] a 
man's foot, 

66. What is the punishment for this ? 

67. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike four hundred 
blows with the horse-goad, four hundred with the Qraoshd-charana. 

68. Creator! He who throws a garment on a dead body, one of 
skins, or a woven one, as much as breeches fit to be held by two, 10 

69. What is the punishment for this? 

70. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike six hundred 
blows with the horse-goad, six hundred with the Qraosho-charana. 

71. Creator! He who throws a garment upon a dead body, a- 
woollen f one, or one of skins, as much as a man’s garment, 

72. What is the punishment for this? 

73. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike a thousand 
blows with the horse-goad, a thousand with the Qraosho-charana. 

74. Creator! When any one emits his seed J unwillingly, 

75. What is the punishment for this ? 

76. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike eight hun¬ 
dred strokes with the horse-goad, eight hundred with the Qraosho- 
charana. 

77. Creator! If he willingly emits his seed, J 

78. W T hat is the punishment for this ? 

79. What is the atonement for this? 

80. What is the purification for this? 

81. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : For this there is no punish¬ 
ment, for this there is no atonement, for this there is no purifica¬ 
tion ; 

82. For these deeds which are inexpiable for ever. 

83. [They can be atoned for] in the following manner; 11 

84. (It is asked) whether any one praises and hears the Maz- 
dayagnian law: 

85. Or whether any one does not praise and hear the Mazda- 
ya 9 nian law. 

86. For it (the law) will take away these (sins) from those who 
praise the Mazdayagnian law, 

87. If they hereafter do not again commit wicked deeds. 

88. For this Mazdayagnian law, 0 holy Zarathustra, takes 
away the bonds from the man who praises it, 

89. It takes away deceit, * 

* A cotton one.— Guj. Tr. + Cotton.— Guj. Tr. £ Commits sodomy.— Guj. Tr. 
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90. It takes away the murder of a pure man, 

91. It takes away the burying of the dead, 

92. It takes away the unatoneable sin, 

93. It takes away the high-swollen guilt, 

94. It takes away all sins that one commits. 

95. Similarly, 0 holy Zarathustra, does the Mazdaya^nian law 
take away all evil thoughts, words, and works of a pure man, as 
the strong swift wind clears the sky from the right side. 

90. It is well here, 0 Zarathustra, when one has performed 
good deeds. 

97. The good Mazdayacnian law abrogates entirely all punish¬ 
ments. 

98. Creator! Who is a Daeva? who a Daeva-worshipper? 12 

99. Who a companion of the Daevas? who a vessel of the 
Daevas ? 

100. Who a concubine of the Daevas ? who a Daeva himself? 

101. Who [is] wholly a Daeva? who is already before death 
a Daeva? who is after death a spiritual Daeva? 

102. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : He who practises forbid¬ 
den intercourse with men, or allows the same from them, O holy 
Zarathustra: 

103. Such a one is a Daeva, such a one is a worshipper of the 
Daevas, such a one is a companion of the Daevas, such a one is 
a vessel of the Daevas, 

104. Such a one is a paramour of the Daevas, such a one is a 
Daeva himself, such a one is wholly a Daeva, 

105. Such a one is already before death a Daeva, he becomes 
after death a spiritual Daeva; 

10G. He who lies with a man as man, or takes away seed from 
a man. 

107. Creator! How do men become pure, O pure Ahura- 
Mazda, who have stood by a dried up body, which has been dead 
more than a year ? 

108. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: They are pure, O pure 
Zarathustra: 

109. For the dry does not adhere to (Le., pollute, or infect) the 
dry. If the dry were to adhere to the dry, 

110. Then would my whole corporeal world shortly have very 
little purity in it, (but) become hardened in soul and sinful in 
body, on account of the multitude of corpses which lie dead upon 
this earth. 13 

111. Creator! When do men become pure, O pure Ahura- 
Mazda, 

112. Who have approached the body of a dead dog or man? 

113. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: They are pure, O pure 
Zarathustra, 
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114. In the following manner : 

115. If the body has been already gnawed by carnivorous dogs, 
or carnivorous birds, 

116. Then they may purify their bodies with cow's urine and 
water; 

117. But if the bodies have not yet been gnawed by carni¬ 
vorous dogs and birds, 

118. Then shall these Mazdayagnians dig three holes in the 
earth the first time, 

119. Then shall they purify their bodies with cow's urine, not 
with water; 14 

120. They shall bring thither the dogs; that which is to 
be brought out, but is not brought out yet, of the former shall 
they bring out. 15 

121. For the second time shall the Mazdayagnians dig three 
holes in the ground, 

122. Then may he purify the body with cow’s urine, not with 
water; 

123. They shall lead thither the dogs; that which is to be 
carried out, but is not carried out yet, of the former shall they 
bring out. 

124. They shall wait so long until the top of the head and the 
topmost hairs are dry. 

125. Then shall these Mazdayagnians for the third time dig 
three holes in the ground, three steps from the former. 

126. Then may he purify, his body with water, not with urine. 

127. His hands shall they first wash; 

128. If his hands are not washed, then he defiles his whole 
body. 

129. When his hands are washed three times, then with washed 
hands, 

130. Let him sprinkle the top of his head in front. 

131. Creator! When the good water comes in front on the top 
of his head, 

132. Where does this Drukhs Nacus then rush to ?* 

133. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Between the eye-brows of 
this man doth this Drukhs Nagus rush. 

134. Creator! When the good water comes between the eye¬ 
brows of this man, 

135. Where does this Drukhs Nacus rush to ? 

136. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To the back of his head 
rushes the Drukhs Nacus. 

137. Creator! When the good water comes on the back of his 
head, 

138. Where does the Drukhs'Nagus then rush to ? 

* Kun, — Giy. Tr . 
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139. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To his cheek rushes the 
Drukhs Nagus. 

140. Creator! When the good water comes on his cheek, 

141. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush ? 

142. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To his right ear rushes 
the Drukhs Nagus. 

143. Creator! When the good water comes to his right ear, 

144. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush to? 

145. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To his left ear rushes the 
Drukhs Nagus. 

146. Creator ! When the good water comes to his left ear, 

147. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush to ? 

148. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : The Drukhs Nagus rushes 
to his right shoulder. 16 

149. Creator ! When the good water comes to his right 
shoulder. 

150. Where then does the Drukhs Nacus rush to ? 

151. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To his left shoulder 
rushes the Drukhs Nagus. 

152. Creator! When the good water comes to his left shoulder, 

153. Where does the Drukhs Nacus then rush to ? 

154. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To his right arm-pit 
rushes the Drukhs Nagus. 

155. Creator! When the good water comes to his right arm- 
pit, 

156. Where does the Drukhs Nacus then rush to ? 

157. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To his left arm-pit rushes 
the Drukhs Nagus. 

158. Creator! When the good water comes on his left arm¬ 
pit, 

159. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush to? 

160. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To his upper breast rushes 
the Drukhs Nagus. 17 

161. Creator! When the good water comes on his upper breast, 

162. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush to? 

163. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To his back rushes the 
Drukhs Nagus. 

164. Creator ! When the good water comes on his back, 

165. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush to?. 

166. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To his right nipple rushes 
the Drukhs Nagus. 

167. Creator! When the good water comes to the right nipple, 

168. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush to? 

169. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To his left nipple rushes 
the Drukhs Nagus. 

170. Creator! When the good water comes to his left nipple, 
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171. Where does the Drukhs Nacus then rush to? 

172. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To his right rib rushes 
the Drukhs Na 9 us. 

173. Creator! When the good water comes to his right rib, 

174. Where dees the Drukhs Nacus then rush to? 

175. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To his left rib rushes the 
Drukhs Nacus. 

176. Creator! When the good water comes to the left rib, 

177. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush to ? 

178. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To his right hip rushes 
the Drukhs Nacus. 

179. Creator! When the good water comes to the right hip, 

180. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush to? 

181. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To his left hip rushes the 
Drukhs Nacus. 

182. Creator ! When the good water comes to the left hip, 

183. Where does the Drukhs Nacus then rush to? 

184. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To his abdomen does this 
Drukhs Nacus rush. 18 

185. If it is a man, then sprinkle him first behind, then before ; 

186. If it is a woman, then sprinkle her first before, then behind. 

187. Creator! When the good water comes to the abdomen, 

188. Where does the Drukhs Nacus then rush to ? 

189. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To his right thigh rushes 
the Drukhs Nacus. 

190. Creator! When the good water comes to his right thigh, 

191. Where does the Drukhs Nacus then rush to ? 

192. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To his left thigh rushes 
the Drukhs Nacus. 

193. Creator! When the good water comes to his left thigh, 

194. Where does the Drukhs Nacus then rush to ? 

195. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To his right knee. 

196. Creator ! When the good water comes to his right knee, 

197. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush to? 

198. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To his left knee. , 

199. Creator! When the good water comes to his left knee, 

200. Where does the Drukhs Nacus then rush to ? 

201. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To his right shin. 

202. Creator ! When the good water comes to his right shin, 

203. Where does the Drukhs Nacus then rush to ? 

204. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To his left shin. 

205. Creator ! When the good water comes to his left shin, 

206. Where does the Drukhs Nacus then rush to? 

207. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To his right foot.* 


Ankle.— Guj. Tr. 
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208. Creator! When the good water comes to his right foot, 

209. Where does the Drukhs Naqus then rush to? 

210. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : To his left foot. 

211. Creator! When the good water comes to his left foot,* 

212. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush to? 

213. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To the right ankle.f 19 

214. Creator! When the good water comes to his right ankle, 

215. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush to? 

216. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To his left ankle. 

217. Creator ! When the good water comes to his left ankle, 

218. Where does the Drukhs Nagus then rush to? 

219. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : It is driven under the sole 
of the foot like the wing of a gnat. 20 

220. With toes pressed down, with heels raised up. 

221. Shalt thou then sprinkle the sole of his right foot. 

222. Then rushes the Drukhs Nagus to the sole of the left foot. 

223. Then shalt thou sprinkle his left sole. 

224. Then is this Drukhs Nagus driven under the toes, like 
the wings of a gnat. 

225. With heels pressed down, with the toes upraised, 

226. Shalt thou sprinkle his right toes. 

227. Then rushes this Drukhs Nagus to the left toes. Sprinkle 
then his left toes. 

228. Then is this Drukhs Nacus driven back to the north 
region, in the shape of a fly, with evil assaults, out-crying un¬ 
bounded dismemberment for the most hateful Khrafgtras. 21 

229. Creator ! If the Mazdayagnians going a-foot, running, 
riding,£ or driving, 

230. Come to a fire in which dead bodies are burning, 

231. Where they are burning or cooking dead bodies ; 

232. How shall the Mazdayacnians conduct themselves? 

233. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : He shall beat on this 
(fire) % which is roasting the dead bodies. 

234. They shall beat it.|| 

235. They shall drag away the wood-piles. 

236. They shall drag away the dead. 22 

237. They shall kindle anew at the fire, wood, 23 

238. Of the trees which contain the seeds of fire, 

239. Or, if there are together with the fire (if there are therein) 
of the trees which are fit to be kindled, 

240. Then let them scatter them abroad and separate them, 

241. That so it may go out the quicker. 

242. That then, of which is the first bundled that shall he lay 
down on the earth ; 


* Ankle.— Guj. Tr. 
$ Man.— Guj. Tr. 


X Literally, “carried.” 
If Hole.— Guj. Tr. 


f Instep.— Guj. Tr. 

|| Kill him.— Guj. Tr. 
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243. A Vitacti away from the fire which has burned the body. 

244. Let them scatter it abroad, let them separate it, that so 
it may go out quicker. 

245. A second, a third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and 
ninth bundle,* let them lay on the ground. (A Vitacti away from 
the fire that burns the bodies—let them scatter it abroad, let 
them separate it, that thus it may go out quicker). 24 

24G. When they bring hither wood in purity, Oholy Zarathustr a, 

247. Urvacni, Vohu-gaona, Vohu-kSreta, Hadha-naepata, or 
any other of the odoriferous trees, 

248. On that side on which the wind disperses the smoke of 
the fire; 

249. From thence the fire of Ahura-Mazda comes back as a 
thousand-slayer ; 

250. To the invisible Daevas, who come out of darkness, to 
the wicked, twice so mighty (a slayer), for the Yatus and 
Pairikas. 

251. Creator ! He who brings a fire which has burned a dead 
body to its proper place, 

252. What will be the reward of this man when the body and 
soul are separated ? 25 

253. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Like as if in the corporeal 
[world] he were to bring ten thousand fire-brands to their proper 
place. 

254. Creator! He who [brings to the proper placet] a fire which 
is cooking impurity, he who [brings away] a fire from dung, he 
who brings a fire away from a potter’s furnace, from a glass 
furnace, from ore, from a place where gold is wrought, from a 
place where silver is wrought, from a place where iron is wrought, 
from a place where stone is wrought, from a smelting furnace, 
from a hearth, from molten earths, from a road on which cattle 
walk, from a camp, from out the houses, to the proper place ; 26 

255. What will be the reward of this man when body and soul 
are separated ? 

25G. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Like as if in the corporeal 
world he had carried a thousand fire-brands to the proper place. 27 

257. As if in the corporeal world he had carried five hundred 
fire-brands to the proper place. 

258. As if in the corporeal world he had carried four hundred 
fire-brands to the proper place. 

259. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: As many single glasses as 
there are, so many fire-brands does he bring to the proper place. 

2G0. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: As many single trees as 
there are, so many fire-brands does he bring to the proper place. 2s 

261. A hundred fire-brands J does he bring to the proper place. 

* Holes.— Guj. Tr. f Fire temple.— Guj. Tr. X Gold.— Guj. Tr; 
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269. Ninety fire-brands* does he bring to the proper place. 

203. Eighty fire-brands does he bring to the proper place. 

264. Seventy fire-brands does he bring to the proper place. 

265. Sixty fire-brands does he bring to the proper place. 

266. Fifty fire-brands does he bring to the proper place. 

267. Forty fire-brands does he bring to the proper place. 

26S. Thirty fire-brands does he bring to the proper place. 

269. Twenty fire-brands does he bring to the proper place. 

270. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Like as if in the corporeal 
world he were to bring ten fire-brands to the proper place. 

27L Creator! How do men become clean, 0 pure Ahura- 
Mazda, who have stood by a dead body in a remote lonely placet 
in the solitude ? 29 

272. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : They become dean, 0 
pure Zarathustra, 

273. In the following manner: 

274. If the body is already gnawed by a carnivorous dog or 
bird, 

275. Then he may wash his body with cow's urine. 

276. Let him wash himself thirty times, let him rub his hands 
thirty times, 

277. Together with washing the head. 

278. But if the body is not yet gnawed by a carnivorous dog 
or bird, 

279. Then let him wash himself fifteen times, let him rub 
himself fifteen times. 

280. Let him hasten the first Hathra. 

281. Then let him hasten forwards, 

282. Until some one of the corporeal world meets him; then 
let him lift up his voice on high, 

283. (Saying), “ I am come to a dead body without wishing 
it in thoughts, words, or works." 

284. “ My wish is purification." 

285. If he runs and has come up to the first, 

286. If they do not purify him, they become partakers of the 
third part of the deed. 

257. Let him run the second Hathra. 

258. If he runs and comes up to the second, 

289. If they do not purify him, 

290. Then they make themselves partakers of half the deed. 

291. Let him run then the third Hathra. 

292. If he runs and comes up to the third, 

293. If they do not purify him, they make themselves par¬ 
takers of the whole deed. 

294. Then let him hasten forwards, 

* Silver.— Guj. Tr. + Jungle.— Guj. Tr. 


Farasang.— Guj. Tr. 
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295. Until he finds the first dwelling, clan, tribe, (or) region; 
then let him lift up his voice aloud, 

296. (Saying), “ I have come to a dead body,” 

297. “ Without wishing it in thoughts, words, or deeds.” 

298. “ My wish is purification.” 

299. If they do not purify him, then let him purify his body 
with cow’s urine and water, then is he clean. 

300. Creator ! If there is water in the way, 

301. And the water brings about punishment, * 30 

302. What is the punishment for this ? 

303. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Four hundred blows with 
the horse-goad, four hundred with the Qraosho-charana. 

304. Creator ! Then if trees are in the way, + 

305. And the fire brings about a punishment, J 31 

306. W r hat is the punishment for this ? 

307. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Four hundred blows with 
the horse-goad, four hundred with the Qraosho-charana. 

308. That is the punishment, that is the atonement, 

309. Which the pure must atone: he who does not atone for it, 

310. Will come to the abode of the Drujas. 

NOTES TO FARGARD VIII. 

1 V. 1. Daoru, or dauru, is the N. P. jlJ. 

2 V. 9. It is evident from this verse that at the time when the 
Vendidad was written the Parseos must have lived in tents. § 

3 V. 18. This verse should follow verse 14 or 15. Verses 16-17 are 
an interpolation. 

4 V. 23. Cf. Farg. V., v. 42 ff. 

6 V. 26. In this verse the Huz. Tr. renders gkemba = “ a pillar,” by 
“kata.” 

6 V. 41. The particle “ or” is supplied from the Huzvaresh. 

7 V. 48. In this custom of employing a dog as a purifying agent in 
funeral obsequies, there is no doubt concealed some old Arian mythical 
idea. In the Vedas, two dogs, Sarameyan (f.e. sons of Sarama, Indra’s 
bitch), go as the messengers of Yama to the dying, whom they accom¬ 
pany. Cf. A. Kuhn, Zeitscli. fur deutsches Alterth. vi., p.*125 ff ; 
and Weber, Indisehe Studien, ii., p. 296 If. 

8 V. 50 ff. The sense of these verses is so obscure that I cannot pre¬ 
tend to have given it correctly, but I have kept close to the tradition. 
Verses 50-61 compose a prayer made up of fragments some of which 
occur elsewhere. 

9 V. 64. Cf. Sad-der, Porta Ixxxviii. “ It is ordained that when any 
one has departed from this ivorld } during three days fresh meat shall not 
he eaten in the house of a pious man." 

* A stream, and he gets into it. — Guj. Tr. f Trees which contain the germ of 

fire. — Guj. Tr. f And he goes hy that way.— Guj. Tr. 

§ Or moveable huts, resembling those still used in this country hy shepherds, but 
larger ; or possibly waggons, like those used by the gipsies. 
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10 Y. G8. As the words stand they cannot have the meaning given 

them in the Huz. Tr. The Huz. Tr. renders “ karanem ” by = 

“ trousers.” 

11 Y. 83-97. Cf. Farg. III., v. 137. Note. 

12 Y. 98-106. The idea contained in these verses, viz. : that a 
man who commits great crimes has an impure intercourse with the 
Daevas is peculiar to the Parsecs. The Mkh. divides men into three 
classes — 1. Men. 2. Half men and half Daevas. 3. Two-legged 
Daevas ; i.e. of human form, but resembling Daevas in all their actions 
(dew i dupae liumana). Further, in the Minokhircd, prederastisin is 
accounted as the greatest, and Onanism and whoredom as the next 
greatest of sins. 

13 ‘ Y. 110. See Farg. Y., 13 ff. 

14 Y. 119. See Farg. YII., 85 ff. Observe here too that if a dog has 
not gnawed the body a greater purification is required. 

15 Y. 120. This verse and v. 123 are very obscure. 

16 Y. 148. Cupti is the N.P. See Macau’s Glossary 

to Firdusi. 

17 Y. 160. Paitis vara must mean “the upper part of the breast.” 

Cf. X. P.^j. Fstana = “the nipples.” 

18 Y. 184. Hakhti, “ abdomen ” = Skr. “ sakthi.” 


19 Y. 213. The word “frabda” is obscure. 

20 Y. 219. Pashna = “the heel,” as shown by the X. P. 

21 Y. 228. See Farg. YII., 4, 75. 

22 Y. 23G. TJzdanem, literally, “those turned upwards.” Cf. Farg. 


YI., 102. 


23 Y. 237. Banuwe is rendered “anew,” conjecturally. 

24 Y. 245. The words in parentheses are not in the Huz. Translation. 

25 Y. 252. Literally, “ the bones and vital consciousness.” 

26 Y. 254. This verse contains many difficult words, which have 
been translated chiefly in accordance with the tradition. The Persians 
probably learned the art of working metals from the Semitic nations, 
amongst whom it was practised at a very remote antiquity. 

27 Y. 256 ff. The order of the verses seems wrong. 


29 Y. 259-GO. Yery doubtful. 

29 Y. 271. Pazauhaum. Cf Skr. “rahas,” X. P. j\ Jt The Huz. 

Tr. has "pa. np:y Cf. Bundehesh, cap. XY. 

30 Y. 301. A gloss in the Huz. Tr. has: “If he puts his foot in it,” 
which is probably the oldest instance in which this phrase is fairly 
susceptible of a double meaning. 

31 Y. 305. This passage probably has reference to the fire which 
exists in trees and plants. According to a passage in the ’Ulema-i- 
Islam (Col. Ouseley, 540, fol. 28), the Parsecs reckon five species 
of fire :— 
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“ One (fire) is that 'which is above, it destroys nothing; the second is in the bodies 
of animals, it destroys all things ; the third is m plants, it destroys water, but destroys 
nothing else; the fourth is that which is before us, it destroys everything except 
water; the fifth is that concerning^ which thou hast asked,” etc. 


FARGARD IX.—INTRODUCTION. 

This chapter contains—1. A lengthened description of the 
ceremonies necessary for the purification of those who have been 
in contact with dead bodies. The ceremony is the same as that 
known as the “ Barashnom nau shabeh,” which is accounted by 
the Parsees as the most efficacious of all purifications (v. 1-145). 
2. A scale of recompenses to be paid to the priest who has officiated 
at the ceremony of the Barashnom, together with severe de¬ 
nunciations against the performance of it by unauthorized per¬ 
sons, and various punishments for those who have been guilty 
of doing so (v. 146-18G). 3. Farther denunciations against the 

unclean Ashemaogha, a term which seems to be specially applied 
to a breaker of the' above injunction, together with rules to be 
followed for restoring the places polluted by the Ashcmaogha 
to purity (v. 187-196). 


FARGARD IX. 


83 


FARGAED IX. 

1. Zarathustraasked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda! Heavenly, 
Holiest, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure ! 

2. How shall the men in the corporeal world provide them¬ 
selves (with a person) 

3. Who will purify the body of one who is affected with im¬ 
purity, who has come in contact with dead bodies ? 

4. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: (They shall look about) for 
a pure man, 0 holy Zarathustra, 

5. Who speaks true words, and recites the Manthra (Avesta), 

6. Who is best acquainted with the Mazdayafnian law from a 
purifier. 

7. Let this one hew down the trees on the breadth of this earth, 

8. To the length of nine Vibazu* on all four sides. 

9. Where it is driest and most free from trees upon this earth, 
where the land is very clean and dry; 

10. Where the cattle, the beasts of burden, the fire of Ahura- 
Mazda, the Berecma bound together in holiness, and the pure 
man, least travel upon the ways. 

11. Creator! How far from fire, how far from water, how far 
from the bound-up Berecma, how far from the pure men ? 

12. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Thirty steps from fire, 
thirty steps from water, thirty steps from the Berecma, three 
steps from the pure men. 

13. Thou shalt dig a first hole, two fingers deep in summer 
and four fingers deep in winter.+ 

14. Thou shalt dig a second hole, a third, fourth, fifth, sixth, 
each one step from the other. 

15. How a step ? As three feet. 

16. Three other holes shalt thou dig. 

17. Two fingers deep in summer, four fingers deep in winter. 

18. How far from the former ? As much as three paces. 

19. How three paces ? As one puts the feet together.£ 

20. How docs one put the feet together ? So as to make nine 
feet. 

21. Draw a furrow with a pointed metal tool. 1 


* This mcasuro is not exactly known. Anquetil makes the bd:u almost equal to 
the gd w, or about three feet. 

f This verse and v. 17 have been corrected by Prof. Spiegel. 

X As one steps, putting one foot from the other.— Guj. Tr. 
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22. How far distant from the holes ? As much as three paces. 
How three paces ? As one sets the feet together. 

23. How does one set the feet together? so as to make nine feet. 

24. Then make twelve furrows. 

25. Three within, which three holes are divided off. 

26. Three within, which six holes are divided off. 

27. Three within, which nine holes are divided off. 

28. Make three together,* divided, upwards and downwards. 

29. Bring to the (place comprising) nine feet three stones. 2 

30. Qafa, or Dadru, or Zao-vareta, or any other of the hard 
earths. 3 

31. Then let him who is unclean come to these holes. 

32. Then place thyself, 0 Zaratkustra, on the outermost of 
the furrows. 

33. Then recite these words : Numaccha ya armaitis, ijacha. 4 

34. Then let the unclean [person] repeat: Nemaccha ya, etc. 

35. Then the Drukhs is made powerless at each of the words. 

36. To the blow (overthrow) of the evil Anra-mainyus. 

37. To the overthrow of the Aeshma, the fiercely-assaulting. 

38. To the overthrow of the Mazanian Daevas. 5 

39. To the overthrow of all the Daevas. 

40. Cow’s urine is then to be poured into an iron or leaden 
(vessel), t 

41. Therewith shalt thou sprinkle ; a staff shalt thou take with 
nine knots, 0 Zarathustra, and fasten 

42. This leaden (vessel) in front to this stick. 

43. First wash his hands (those of the person who is to be 
purified). 

44. If his hands are not washed first, 

45. He makes his whole body unclean. 

46. When his hands are washed three times, 

47. Then with washed hands, 

48. Sprinkle him on the fore-part of his head. 6 

49. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies J to the space between the 
eye-brows of this man. 

50. Sprinkle this man between the eye-brows. 

51. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to the back of his head. 

52. Sprinkle the back of his head. 

53. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his chin.§ 

54. Sprinkle his chin. 

55. Then the Drukhs Na£us flies to his right ear. 

56. Sprinkle his right ear. 

57. Then the Drukhs Na<ms flies to his left ear. 

58. Sprinkle his left ear. 


* Zit. } into one another. 
x Huns.— Guj. Tr. 


f Spoon or ladle.— Guj. Tr. - 
5 Face.— Guj. Tr. 
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59. Then the Drukhs Nacus flie8 to his right shoulder. 

60. Sprinkle his right shoulder. 

61. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his left shoulder. 

62. Sprinkle his left shoulder. 

63. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his right arm-pit. 

64. Sprinkle his right arm-pit. 

65. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his left arm-pit. 

66. Sprinkle his left arm-pit. 

67. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his breast. 

68. Sprinkle his breast. 

69. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his back. 

70. Sprinkle his back. 

71. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his right nipple. 

72. Sprinkle his right nipple. 

73. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his left nipple. 

74. Sprinkle his left nipple. 

75. Then the Drukhs Nagus flies to his right rib. 

76. Sprinkle his right rib. 

77. Then the Drukhs Nagus flies to his left rib. 

78. Sprinkle his left rib. 

79. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his right hip. 

80. Sprinkle his right hip. 

81; Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his left hip. 

82. Sprinkle his left hip. 

83. Then the Drukhs Nagus flies to his belly.* 

84. Sprinkle his belly. 

85. If it is a man, sprinkle him first behind, then before ; 

86. If it is a woman, sprinkle her first before, then behind. 

87. Then the Drukhs Nagus flies to his right thigh. 

88. Sprinkle his right thigh. 

89. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his left thigh, 

90. Sprinkle his left thigh. 

91. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his right knee. 

92. Sprinkle his right knee. 

93. Then the Drukhs Nag us flies to his left knee. 

94. Sprinkle his left knee. 

95. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his right shin. 

96. Sprinkle his right shin. 

97. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his left shin. 

98. Sprinkle his left shin. 

99. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his right foot.t 

100. Sprinkle his right foot. 

101. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his left foot. 

102. Sprinkle his left foot. 

103. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his right ankle . % 

* Sexual parts.— Guj. Tr. f Ankle.— Guj. Tr. { Instep.— Guj. Tr. 
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104. Sprinkle his right ankle. 

105. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to his left ankle. 

106. Sprinkle his left ankle. 

107. Then is the Drukhs Nacus driven under the sole of his 
feet like a gnat’s wing. 

108. With toes pressed down, with heels upraised, 

109. Sprinkle the sole of his right foot. 

110. Then flies the Drukhs Nacus to the sole of his left foot. 

111. Sprinkle the sole of his left foot. 

112. Then is the Drukhs Nagus driven back under the toes 
like the wings of a gnat. 

113. With heels turned down, with toes upraised, 

114. Shalt thou sprinkle his right toes. 

115. Then the Drukhs Nacus flies to the left toes. 

116. Sprinkle the left toes. 

117. Then is the Drukhs Nagus driven away to the regions of 
the North in the form of a fly, crying out loudly, unbounded 
dismemberment for the most hateful Khrafgtras. 

118. Then shalt thou speak these words, the very victorious 
and salutary : Yatha ahu vairyo. 

119. At the first hole the man becomes free from the Nagus. 

120. Then shalt thou speak these words, also at the second, 
third, fourth, fifth, and sixth holes. Then shall the unclean 
(person) sit down in the middle of a hole below the other holes. 7 

121. As far as four fingers. 

122. With the dust from these (holes) he may purify himself by 
plentiful rubbings; (he may rub himself with dust plentifully). 8 

123. Fifteen times shall they rub him with earth.* 

124. They shall wait so long until he is dry on his head from 
the topmost hair. 

125. Until his body is dry, until the dust is dry. 9 

126. Then shall the unclean [person] come to the other holes. 

127. At the first hole shall he (wash himself) once with water, 
then he purifies his,body. 

128. At the second hole shall he (wash himself) t,wice with 
water, then he purifies his body. 

129. At the third hole shall he (wash himself) thrice with 
water, then he purifies his body. 

130. Then let them fumigate him with Urvagni, Vohu-gaona, 
Vohu-kereti, IIadha-naepata,f or any of the odoriferous trees. 

131. Then he shall gird himself with [his] garment. 

132. To his dwelling then shall he go, the unclean [person]. 

133. In the place of uncleanness shall he sit down in the midst 
of the dwelling afar from the other Mazdayagnians. 

* This verse is not in the Guj. Tr. 

f Sandal-wood, Benzoin, Sweet aloes, Pomegranate tree.— Guj. Tr . 
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134. He may not come to fire, water, earth, cattle, trees, nor 
to the pure man, and not to the pure woman, 

135. Until that three nights are passed. 

130. After three nights he shall wash his naked body with 
cow's urine, and water, then is he clean. 

137. He shall sit down in the place of uncleanness in the 
midst of the dwelling, remote from the other Mazdayacnians. 

138. He may not come to the fire, or water, not to the earth, 
cattle, or trees, not to the pure man, and not to the pure woman, 

139. Until that six nights are flown. 

140. After six nights shall he wash his naked body with cow's 
urine and water, then is he clean. 

141. He shall sit down in the place of uncleanness in the 
midst of the dwelling remote from the other Mazdayacnians. 

142. He cannot come to the fire, not to the water, not to the 
earth, not to the cattle, not to the trees, not to the pure man, and 
not to the pure woman, 

143. Until that nine nights are flown. 

144. After nine nights he shall wash his naked body with 
cow's urine and water, then is he clean. 

145. Then can he come to the fire and to the water, to the earth, 
to the cattle, to the trees, to the pure man, to the pure woman. 10 

146. Let them purify an Athrava for a pious blessing. 

147. The lord of a district let them purify for a large male 
camel. # 

148. The lord of a tribe let them purify for a large male horse. 

149. The lord of a clan let them purify for a large bull. 

150. The master of a house let them purify for a walkingf 
cow. 

151. The mistress of a house let them purify for a ploughing{ 
cow. 11 

152. The dweller in the clan, if he is [a man] of substance, let 
them purify for a cow that bears burdens. § 

153. A little child, || let them purify for a a small beast.^f 

154. If the Mazdayacnians are able, then shall they give to 
the man who purifies (them) this cattle or these beasts of burden. 

155. If the Mazdayacnians are not able to give him this cattle 
or these beasts of burden, then shall they bring to this man (who 
purifies), other goods. 

156. Until this man who purifies departs from these dwellings 
contented and without hatred. 

157. If the man who purifies depart from these dwellings dis¬ 
contented and with hatred; # * 

* For the value of a young camel.— Guj. Tr . f Three year old.— Guj. Tr. 

X Fast walking.— Guj. Tr. § A four year old cow .—Guj Tr. || A poor man.— 
Guj. Tr . If A she goat giving sweet milk.— Guj. Tr. * * Displeased.— Guj. Tr. 
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158. Then afterwards, 0 holy Zarathustra, thisDrukhs Nagus 
defiles then from the nose, the eyes, the tongue, the cheeks, the 
hinder parts.* 

159. On their nails (the evil doers 1 ) springs the Drukhs Nacus. 

1G0. Then are they unclean for ever. 

161. For unwillingly, 0 holy Zarathustra, shines the sun upon 
the unclean, unwillingly the moon, unwillingly these stars. 

162. For he who purifies makes content, he who removes the 
Nag us from the unclean, 0 holy Zarathustra ; 

163. He makes the fire content,]- he makes the water content, 
he makes the earth content, he makes the cattle content, he 
makes the trees content, he makes the pure man content, he 
makes the pure woman content. 

164. Zarathustra asked : Creator of the corporeal world, Pure ! 

165. What does that man receive as a reward, when body and 
soul have separated, who removes the Nagus from an unclean 
[person] ? 

166. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them promise this 
man, J as his reward in the next world, the attaining of Paradise. 

167. Zarathustra asked him : Creator of the corporeal world, 
Pure One! 

168. How shall I subdue the Drukhs which assaults the living 
from the dead ; how shall I subdue the Nacus which defiles the 
living from the dead? 13 

169. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Speak the words which 
are called Bishamruta^ among the Gathas. 13 

170. Speak the words which are called Thrishamruta, speak 
the words which are called Chathrushamruta. 

171. Like as an arrow [which is] shot away, like as grass 
which has been dead for a year, like as the annual covering (of 
the earth), so, 0 holy Zarathustra, does this Nagus melt away. 

172. Creator! If such a man performs the sprinkling who has 
not learned to know the Mazdayacnian law from one who 
purifies: 

173. How shall I then subdue the Drukhs which flies from the 

dead upon the living ? # 

174. How shall I subdue this Nacus which defiles the living 
from the dead ? 

175. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: This Drukhs Nagus be¬ 
comes as it were more deadly than it was before. 

176. It increases sickness, death, and opposition, just as before. 

177. Creator! What is the punishment for this? 

178. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: With a chain shall the 
Mazdayagnians chain him: 

* The sexual parts.— Guj. Tr. • + Gratifies.— Guj. Tr. 

J This man will receive.— Guj, Tr. $ lieciting twice.— Guj, Tr. 
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179. Ilis hands shall they first fetter; they shall take away 
his clothes from him: 

180. At the broad of the skin* shall they cut off his head. 

181. Let them give his body'to the devouring creatures of 
Qpenta-mainyus; the carnivorous (ones), the birds and the 
Kahrkacas. 14 

182. Thus let them say: This (man) repents himself of all 
wicked thoughts, words, and deeds. 

183. If he has committed other wicked deeds, 

184. So is the punishment confessed. 

185. If he has not committed other evils deeds; 

18G. Then are they confessed for this man for ever.f 

187. Who is he, 0 Ahura-Mazda, who attacked me, who took 
away comfort, who took away increase, who brought hither sick¬ 
ness, who brought hither death ? 

188. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : He it was, 0 holy Zara- 
thustra, the unclean Ashemaogha ; 

189. Who in the corporeal world takes up purification without 
having learned the Mazdayacnian law from one who purifies. 

190. Formerly, % 0 holy Zarathustra, there were produced in 
these places and localities food § and fatness, healthfulness and 
healing remedies, |j good health, spreading abroad and increase, 
besides the increase of com and fodder. 

191. Creator! How will food and fatness, healthfulness and 
healing remedies, good health, spreading abroad and increase, 
thriving of corn and fodder, return again to these places and 
localities? 

192. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Food and fatness, health¬ 
fulness and healing remedies, good health, spreading abroad and 
increase, thriving of corn and fodder, will not return to these 
places and localities, 

193. Before this unclean Ashemaogha lies there smitten down, 15 

194. Or until they praise the holy Qraosha three days and 
three nights in these regions. 

195. At If the burning fire, with the Beregma bound together 
with uplifted Haoma. 

196. Then return to these places again food and fatness, health¬ 
fulness and healing remedies, good health, spreading abroad and 
increase, thriving of corn and fodder. 

* So corrected by Professor Spiegel. The German Trans, has “the back." 

t See Farg. III., v. 69 ff. + Forthwith .... depart away from, etc.— Guj. Tr. 

§ Sweetness.— Guj, Tr. j) Not in Guj. Tr. U With.— Guj. Tr. 
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NOTES TO FARGARD IX. 

1 V. 21. Khshathra-vairya is the Amshaspand who presides over 
metals. The name is here used for metal itself. 

2 Y. 29. The word “three” seems to be a mistake of the copyist. 

3 Y. 30. I have retained the old Persian names, not knowing their 
exact meaning. 

4 Y. 33. From the second part of the Ya 9 na (chap. 49), Yendidad- 
Sade, p. 391. 

5 Y. 38. The later Parsees understand by Mazanian Daevas the Devs 
of Mazenderan, who play so important a part in the Shah-nameh. * Of. 
Parsi Gram., p. 137, 168. 

6 Yv. 48-117. Almost identical with Farg. YIII., 130 ff. 

7 Y. 120. That is a fresh hole which has been made for him ; or, the 
lowest of the six holes. 

8 Y. 122. This verse has been re-translated by Professor Spiegel. 

9 Y. 125. The Huz. Tr. has, “Until the moist dust becomes dry on 
his body.” 

10 Y. 145. Khshayamna = N.P. AjIA. 

11 Y. 151. The precise difference between the two cows (azyao and 
fravait-yao) is not clear. 

12 Y. 1G8. I translate perene by “to combat,” or “ fight with.” 
Anquetil (Z. A. II., p. 616), points out that the life of a Parsee was 
regarded as that of a soldier of Ahura-Mazda, an idea very similar to that 
which prevailed in the early Christian church.* Respecting this point 
there is a passage in the Mkh. (p. 315 ff. Paris MS.); “ One can escape 
from hell ff one uses heavenly wisdom as a covering for the back , heavenly 
contentment as armour , heavenly truth for a shield , heavenly gratitude for 
a club, heavenly wisdom as a bow." Tumour (Jour, of the As. Soc. of 
Bengal , 1838, p. 796), quotes a curious passage to the same effect from 
a Buddhist work, which says of Cakyamuni: “ And converting Sila 
(Yirtue) into a cloak , and Jhanam (Thought) into a breastplate , he 
covered mankind with the armour of Dhammo (Law), and provided them 
with the most perfect panoply ,” etc. Compare also St. Paul’s Epistle 
to the Ephesians, vi. 13-17, “ Wherefore take unto you the whole armour 
of God , that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day , and having done 
all , to stand. Stand therefore , having your loins girt about with truth , 
and having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod icith 
the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all , taking the shield offaith , 
xoherewithye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And 
take the helmet of salvation , and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God." 

13 Y. 169. See Farg. X., v. 3-10. 

14 Y. 181. The severity of the punishment need not excite astonish¬ 
ment, since the rewards assigned for performing the ceremony of puri¬ 
fication might otherwise induce an unbeliver to perform it. 

15 Y. 193. Ashemaogha, compounded of ash =: “ very,” and maogha 
=: Skr. mogha, seems to be sometimes used as a proper name and some¬ 
times as an adjective, signifying “ unclean,” or “ hurtful.” 

* Not to be confounded with the creed of modern American “ AVar-Christians.” 
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FARGARD X.—INTRODUCTION. 

This short chapter contains merely a fuller detail of special 
prayers against the Daevas, to be used on the occasion men¬ 
tioned in the preceding Fargard, v. 167 ff. Short, however, as 
the chapter is, it is of considerable importance for the history of 
the Vendidad and the religious literature of the Parsees. The 
prayers are written in a different dialect to that of the Vendidad 
itself, and are repeated in the second part of the Yagna.* 

* See vol. i., p. 13, of the German translation of the Avesta; and Weber’s Indische 
Studien, I., p. 303 ff. 
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FABGABD X. 

1. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda! Heavenly, 
Holiest, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

2. How shall I combat the Drukks which flies from the dead 
upon the living*; how shall I subdue the Nacus which defiles the 
living from the dead ? 

3. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Speak the words which are 
called in the Gathas Bishamruta. 

4. Speak the words which in the Gathas are called Thrishamruta. 

5. Speak the words which are called in the Gathas Chathru- 
shamruta. 

C. Speak the words which are in the Gathas Bishamruta, 
Thrishamruta, Chathrushamruta. 1 

7. Creator! Which are the words which are called Bisham¬ 
ruta in the Gathas ? 

8. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: These are the words which 
are called Bishamruta in the Gathas. 

9. Speak these words twice. 

10. Aliya yaga (Vend. Sadelx, p. 166)* humatanahm (p. 305) ; 
ashahya at gairi (p. 306); yatha tui ahura-mazda (p. 66); hu- 
maim tliwa igem (p. 312); thwoi ctaotaragcha (p. 35); usta 
ahmai yahmai (p. 346); gpenta-inainyu (p. 80); vohu khshathrem 
(p. 421); vahistaistis (p. 473). After the Bishamruta speak these 
victorious wholesome words. 

11. I combat t Anra-mainyus away from this dwelling, away 
from this clan,J from this tribe, this land, away from my own 
body, away from the unclean § man, the unclean woman, from 
the lord of the house, the clan, the tribe, the region, away from 
all pure creatures. 

12. I combat the Nagus. I combat direct uncleauness. I 
combat indirect uncleanness away from the dwelling, the village, 
the town, the region, away from my own body, away from the 
unclean man, the unclean woman, the lord of the house, the 
village, the town, the region, away from all pure creatures. 

13. Creator! What are the words which are [called] Thris¬ 
hamruta in the Gathas? 

* The figures in parentheses refer to the pages of the Paris edition of the Zend 
texts; and as these are also given in Brockhaus’ edition, it will be easy, by help of 
the latter, to find the corresponding texts in the editions of Spiegel and Wcstergaard. 

f Be thou helpless Anra-mainyus.— Guj. Tr. J Street.— Guj. Tr. 

§ Dead— Guj. Tr. 
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14. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : These are the words which 
are [called] in the Gathas Thrishamruta. 

15. Speak these words thrice. 

1G. Ashem vohu (the well-known prayer) ye 9 evisto (p. 115); 
hukhshathrotemai (p. 306); dujvarenais (p. 474). After the 
Thrishamruta speak these words, the victorious, the salutary : 

17. 1 combat Indra, I combat Qauru, I combat the Daeva 
Naonhaiti 2 away from the dwelling, the clan, the tribe, the region. 

18. I combat Tauru, I combat Zairicha, away from the dwell¬ 
ing, the village, the region. 

19. Creator! What are the words which are [called] in the 
Gathas Chathrushamruta? 

20. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: These are the words 
Chathrushamruta in the Gathas. 

21. These speak four times. 

22. Yatha ahu vairyo, mazda at moi, airyema ishyo. After 
the Chathrushamruta speak these words, the victorious, salutary. 

23. I combat the Daeva Aeshma, the very evil; I combat the 
Daeva Akatasha away from this dwelling, this clan, the tribe, the 
region. 3 

24. I combat the Daeva of rain,* I combat the Daeva of wind, 
away from this dwelling, clan, tribe, region. 

25. These are the words Bishamruta, Thrishamruta, and 
Chathrushamruta. 

2G. These are the words which slay the Anra-mainyus. 

27. These are the words which slay the very evil Aeshma. 

28. These are the words which slay the Mazanian Daevas. 1 

29. These are the words which slay all the Daevas. 

30. These are the words which are the foes of that Drukhs and 
Nacus which rush from the dead upon the living. 

31. These are the vrords which are the foes of the Drukhs and 
Kafus who detile the living from the dead. 

32. Then shalt thou, 0 Zarathustra, make nine holes ; 

33. Where the earth is driest and most treeless. 

34. Not fit for food for men and cattle. 

35. Purity is the best thing for men after birth. 

3G. This is purity, 0 Zarathustra, the Mazdaya 9 nian law. 

37. lie who keeps himself pure by good thoughts, words, and 
’works. 5 

38. As to the right purity of one’s own body, that is the puri¬ 
fication of every one in this corporeal world for his own state.f 

39. When he keeps himself pure by good thoughts, words, and 
works. 

* Lust.—G m/. Tr. f This verse has been re-translated by Professor Spiegel. 
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NOTES TO FARGARD X. 

1 Y. 6. I take “amruta” for a fut. pass. part. in. “ta”= u which is 
to be recited.” Bish. Thrish. etc., are the numerals. 

2 Y. 17-18. It has long been known that these names, Indra, Qauru, 
and Naonhaiti, are identical with the Indra, Caurva (an epithet of fJiva) 
and Nasatya (an epithet of the two A 9 vinas) of the Yedas. In the 
Bundehesh it is stated: “Ahriman (created) out of the materials of 
darkness Aknman and Ander, then Cauru and Nakait, then Tarij and 
Zarij.” Ako-mano is not mentioned here, but his name occurs in Farg. 
XIX., v. 12. 

3 Y. 23. Aeshma is the Khasm (*AjA.) of the latter Parsee mytho¬ 
logy. See Parsi Gram., p. 168. 

4 Y. 28. See Note to Farg. IX., 38.* 

5 Y. 37. See Farg. Y., v. 66-68. 


FARGARD XI.—INTRODUCTION. 

This Fargard is a continuation of the preceding, and contains 
an enumeration of various prayers from the second part of the 
Yacna, which are efficacious for purifying the dwellings, fire, 
water, earth, flocks, trees, etc. etc. As in Fargard X., several 
forms of imprecation are annexed. The passage in verse three re¬ 
specting the purification of the stars, sun, moon, and lights with¬ 
out beginning, appears to be an interpolation, especially as in the 
answers there is no prayer appointed for the purpose of purifying 
them. Some of the formulas of imprecation seem also to have 
been interpolated. 
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EAEGAED XL 

1. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, 
Holiest, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

2. How shall I purify the dwelling ? 

3. How shall I purify the fire, how the water, how the earth, 
how the cattle, how the trees, how the pure man, how the pure 
woman, how the stars, how the moon, how the sun, how the 
lights without beginning,* how all the good things which Ahura- 
Mazda has created, which have a pure origin? 

4. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Thou shalt pronounce the 
prayer of purification, 0 Zarathustra. 

5. Then will these dwellings be pure. 

6. Pure will be the fire, pure the water, pure the earth, pure 
the cattle, pure the trees, pure the pure man, pure the pure 
woman, pure the stars, pure the moon, pure the sun, pure the 
lights without beginning, pure all the good things which were 
created by Ahura-Mazda, and have a pure origin. 

7. Five Ahuna-vairyas shalt thou pronounce : Yatha ahu 
vairyo. 

8. The Ahuna-vairya which protects the body: Yatha ahu 
vairyo. 

9. (Saying): This dwelling I purify; there speak these words: 

10. At ma, etc. (V. S. p. 389). f 

11. This fire I purify ; there speak these w r ords : 

12. Ahya tliwa athro, etc. (p. 307). 

13. This water I purify ; there speak these words : 

14. Apo at yazamaide, etc. (p. 309). 

15. This earth 1 purify ; there speak these words : 

16. Iraanm aat zanm, etc. (p. 308). 

17. This cattle I purify ; there speak these words : 

18. Gave adais, etc. (p. 305). 

19. These trees I purify; there speak these words : 

20. At aqya asha, etc. (p. 387). 

21. This pure man, this pure woman, I purify; there speak 
these words: 

22. A airyema ishyo, etc. (p. 495). 

23. Yaiihdus rafedrai manaiiho (p. 496). 

24. Ashahya yaca (p. 496). 

25. Speak eight Ahuna-vairyas : Yatha ahu vairyo. 

* Immense lights. — Guj. Tr, + See note, p. 92. 
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26. I combat* the Aeshma, I combat the Nagu. 

27. I combat uncleanness, the direct and the indirect. 

28. I combat Bushyangta the yellow. 

29. I combat Bushyancta daregho-gava. 1 

30. I combat the Pairika who goes there to the fire, to the 
water, to the earth, to the cattle, and to the trees. 

31. I combat the uncleanness which goes there to the fire, to 
the water, to the earth, to the cattle, and to the trees. 

32. I combat thee, 0 evil Anra-mainyus (away) from the 
dwelling, from the fire, from the water, from the earth, from the 
cattle, from the trees, from the pure man, from the pure woman, 
from the stars, from the moon, from the sun, from the lights 
without beginning, from all the good things which Ahura has 
made which have a pure origin. 

33. Speak four Ahuna-vairyas : Yatha ahu vairyo. 

34. So hast thou combated the Aeshma, so hast thou combated 
the Nacu. 

35. Thou hast combated uncleanness, the direct and the indirect. 

36. Thou hast combated Bushyancta the yellow. 

37. Thou hast combated the Bushyancta daregho gava. 

38. Thou hast combated the Pairika who goes to the fire, to 
the water, to the earth, to the cattle, to the trees. 

39. Thou hast combated the uncleanness which goes there to 
the fire, to the water, to the earth, to the cattle, and to the trees. 

40. Thou hast combated Anra-mainyus, the evil one, away from 
the dwelling, from the fire, from the water, from the earth, from 
the cattle, from the trees, from the pure man, from the pure 
woman, from the stars, from the moon, from the sun, from the 
beginningless lights, from all good things which Ahura-Mazda 
has created, and which have a pure origin. 

41. Four times shalt thou pronounce the prayer Mazda at 
moi, and five Ahuna-vairyas. 


NOTE TO FARGARD XI. 

1 Y. 29. Bushyangta is the later Boshagp, the Demon of sleep. His 
name oceurs again in Fargard XYIII., and also in the Minokhired and 
Bundehesh. In the latter he is spoken of as the Demon who has thrown 
Sam Keregagpa into a long sleep, which will continue till the time 
of the last things, when Dahak will be loosened from the mountain 
Demhwend. Keregagpa will then awake, come forward as his adver¬ 
sary, and conquer him. 


I make helpless.— Guj. Tr. 
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FARGARD XII.—INTRODUCTION. 

In this Fargard the subject of prayers for purification is con¬ 
tinued, and special injunctions are given respecting the prayers 
to be recited for deceased relatives, together with directions for 
purifying the houses (v. 1-65). The concluding verses (66-71) 
are a mere repetition of Fargard V., v. 114 ff. Although this short 
Fargard is found in all the Vendidad-Sades it is wanting in all the 
MSS. with a translation,* except the Cod. JIavn. No. 2. The 
cause of this omission appears to have been simply the defective 
state of the original copy, as there is no reason for suspecting the 
genuineness of the Fargard itself. 

* This explains why it is not found in the modern Gujerati MS. Translations. 
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FARGARD XII. # 

1. When the father dies, or the mother dies, 

2. How many (prayers) shall they assign to them: The son 
for the father, the daughter for the mother ? 

3. How many for the pious, how many for the sinful l 1 

4. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Thirty for the pure, sixty 
for the sinners. 

5. Creator! How shall I purify the dwellings, how will they 
become clean? 

6. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Three times let them wash 
the body, three times let them wash the clothes, three times let 
them recite the Gathas. 

7. Let them praise the fire, let them bind the Berecma, let 
them bring Zaothra to the good water. 

8. Then will the dwellings be clean, to be visited according 
to wish by water, to be visited at will by the trees, to be visited 
according to wish by the Amesha-cpentas, 0 holy Zarathustra. 

9. If, then, a son dies or a daughter, 

10. How many [times] shall they pray for them, the father 
for the son, the mother for the daughter; 

11. How many for the pure, how many for the sinful ? 

12. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Thirty for the pure, sixty 
for the sinful. 

13. Creator MIow shall I purify the dwellings, how will they 
become pure ? 

Id. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Three times let them wash 
the body, three times the clothes, three times let them recite the 
Gathas. 

15. Let them praise the fire, let them bind the Beregma, let 
them bring Zaothra to the good water. 

1G. Then will the dwellings become pure to be visited accord¬ 
ing to wish by water, to be visited according to wish by the trees, 
to be visited according to wish by the Amesha-gpentas, 0 holy 
Zarathustra. 

17. When a brother or a sister dies, 

18. How many [times] shall they pray for them; the brother 
for the sister, the sister for the brother ? 

19. How many for the pure, how many for the sinners? 

20. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Thirty for the pure, sixty 
for the sinners. 

* This Fargard is not found in the Gnj. MS. translation. 
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21. Creator! How shall 1 purify these dwellings, how will 
they become pure ? 

22. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Three times let them wash 
the body, three times the clothes, three times let them recite the 
Gathas. 

23. Let them praise the fire, bind the Bere§ma, and bring the 
Zaothra to the good water. 

24. Then will the dwellings be pure, to be visited at will by 
water, to be visited at will by the trees, to be visited at will by 
the Amesha-^pentas, 0 holy Zarathustra. 

25. When the master of a house dies or the mistress of a 
house dies, 

2G. How much shall they pray, how much for the pure, how 
much for the sinners ? 

27. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Six months long for the 
pure, twelve months long for the sinners; maidens, and even 
boys. 2 

28. Creator! How shall I purify these dwellings, how will they 
become pure? 

29. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: By washing the body three 
times, by washing the clothes three times, by reciting the Gathas 
three times. Let them praise the fire, bind the Beregma, bring 
the Zaothra to the good water. 

30. Then will these dwellings be pure, and may be visited at 
will by the water, the trees, and the Amesha-gpentas, 0 holy 
Zarathustra. 

31. When a grandfather or a grandmother dies how much 
shall they pray, the grandsons for the grandfather, the grand¬ 
daughter for the grandmother? 

32. How much for the pure, how much for the sinful ? 

33. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Five and twenty for the 
pure, fifty for the sinners. 

34. Creator ! how shall I purify these dwellings, how will 
they become pure ? 

35. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: By thrice washing the body, 
by washing the clothes three times, by reciting the Gathas three 
times. Let them praise the fire, bind the Berecma, and bring 
Zaothra to the good water. 

36. Then are these dwellings pure, and may be visited at will, 
0 holy Zarathustra, by water, trees, and the Amesha-cpentas. 

37. When a grandson dies, or a grand-daughter dies, how many 
[times] shall they pray for them, the grandfather for the grand¬ 
son, the grandmother for the grand-daughter? 

38. IIow many [times] for the pure, how many for the sinners ? 

39. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Five and twenty for the 
pure, fifty for the sinners. 
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40. Creator! How shall I purify these dwellings, how do they 
become pure ? 

41. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: By thrice washing the body, 
by thrice washing the clothes, by thrice reciting the Gathas. 
Praise the fire, bind the Berecma, and bring Zaothra to the good 
water. 

42. Then are these dwellings pure, and may be frequented at 
will by water, by trees, and the Amesha-gpentas, 0 holy Zara- 
thustra. 

43. When an uncle or an aunt dies, how many [times] shall 
they pray for them ; how many for the pure, how many for the 
sinners ? 

44. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Twenty for the pure, forty 
for the sinners. 

45. Creator! How shall I purify these dwellings, how will 
they become pure ? 

4G. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: By thrice washing the body,' 
by washing the clothes thrice, by reciting the Gathas thrice. 
Praise the fire, bind the Beregma, and bring Zaothra to the good 
water. 

47. Then are these dwellings pure, and may be visited at will 
by the water, the trees, and the Amesha-cpentas, 0 holy Zara- 
thustra. 

48. When a nephew or a niece dies, how many [times] shall 
they pray for them; how many for the pure, ho^v many for the 
sinners ? 

49. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Fifteen for the pure, thirty 
for the sinners. 

50. Creator! How shall I purify these dwellings, how will they 
become pure ? 

51. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: By thrice washing the body, 
by thrice washing the clothes, by thrice reciting the Gathas. 
Praise the lire, bind the Berecma, and bring Zaothra to the good 
water. 

52. Then are these dwellings pure, and may be visited at will 
by the water, the trees, and the Amesha-cpentas, 0 holy Zara- 
thustra. 

53. When a male relation or a female relation of the fourth 
degree dies, how much shall they pray for them; how much for 
the pure, how much for the sinners? 

54. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Ten for the pure, twenty 
for the sinners. 

55. Creator! How shall I purify these dwellings, how will they 
become pure ? 

5G. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: By thrice washing the body, 
by thrice washing the clothes, by thrice reciting the Gdthas. 
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Praise the fire, bind the Beregma, and bring Zaotlira to the good 
water. 

57. Then are the dwellings pure, and to be visited at will by 
the water, the trees, and the Ainesha-gpentas, 0 holy Zarathustra. 

58. When a male relation or a female relation of the fifth 
degree dies, how much shall they pray for them; how much for 
the pure, how much for the sinners. 

59. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Five for the pure, ten for 
the sinners. 

60. Creator! How shall I purify these dwellings, how will they 
become pure? 

61. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : By thrice washing the body, 
by thrice washing the clothes, by thrice reciting the Gatluis. 
Praise the fire, bind the Beregma., and bring Zaotlira to the good 
water. 

62. Then are these dwellings pure, and to be visited at will 
by the water, trees, and Amesha-cpentas, 0 holy Zarathustra. 

63. When one of the seed (kindred) dies who has another faith, 
another opinion, 3 

64. How many of the creatures of Qpenta-mainyus does he 
defile directly, how many indirectly ? 

65. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: (He is) like the lizard whose 
moisture is dried up, who has been dead more than a } T ear. 

66. For (only) living, 0 holy Zarathustra, the deadly snake, 
the two-footed, very noxious and unclean (defiles). 

67. It defiles the creatures of Qpenta-mainvus directly. 

68. It defiles them indirectly. 

69. Living it smites the water, living it quenches the fire, 
living it leads the cattle the wrong way, living it inflicts a wound 
on the pure man which injures his consciousness and vital powers, 
but not so when it is dead. 

70. For living, 0 holy Zarathustra, is this pernicious two- 
footed serpent very noxious and unclean. 

71. (Living) it takes away the pure man from the world, food, 
pastures, trees, shrubs, and iron, but not so when it is dead. 

NOTES TO FARGARD NIL 

1 V. 3. For the meaning of the difficult words dahmanaiim and tanu 
perethananm, see Burnouf Yaqna, p. 486 ff. 

2 Yv. 25-27. These verses are very suspicious. It is not stated who 
is to offer the prayers; and, besides, the answer is given in months , not 
in a certain number of prayers, as in all the other verses. 

3 Y. 63. Yarena, from the Skr. vri, “to choose,” is “the Belief.” 

Tkaesho = N. P. The evident intention of v. 63 ff. is to account 

every one who has apostatized from the Zarathustrian faith as a crea¬ 
ture of Anra-mainyus. 
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FARGARD XIII.—INTRODUCTION. 

This Fargard commences with an account of a certain animal 
(a species of dog, according to the writer of the Vendidad), whose 
usefulness being misapprehended by men, they calumniated the 
animal and gave it opprobrious names. If, as according to the 
tradition, this creature belonged to the genus urchin, it is easily 
understood that it would be accounted as one of the bad creation, 
on account of its prickly quills, which were always held as a sign 
of Anra-mainyus. Opposed to this animal is another beast, ap¬ 
parently a hamster or some kind of marmot, which belonged to 
the bad creation. For killing the latter, rewards are promised ; 
but for the slaughter of the former very severe punishments are 
enjoined (v. 1-20). Nearly the whole remainder of the Fargard 
(v. 21-159) is occupied with minute regulations for the treatment 
of dogs, with many encomiums on their usefulness. This part of 
the Avesta was formerly most severely criticized by Sir W. Jones, 
as being unworthy of the founder of a religion; but that eminent 
scholar, in his eagerness to ridicule Anquetil, forgot to take into 
account the extreme importance and value of dogs to a pastoral 
people, residing in a mountainous country infested w 7 itk wolves, 
as appears to have been the case with the Zarathustrian Arians 
at the time the Vendidad wa3 composed. In truth, amongst a 
pastoral people, the domestication of the dog was the first great 
step towards civilization ; and so far from objecting to this 
Fargard as puerile, we ought rather to regard it as a proof of 
the extreme antiquity of the Vendidad. It must, however, be 
confessed that our ignorance of the mode of life among the old 
Persians, and our imperfect knowledge of the language, render 
many of the allusions and comparisons extremely obscure. In 
conclusion, the Fargard contains some remarks respecting the 
future state of the dog, together with allusions to the “ water- 
dog.” 
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FAEGAED XIII. 

1. Which is the creature created by Qpenta-inainyus among 
the creatures which Qpenta-mainyus has created, 

2. "Which every morning at the rising of the sun* comes 
forth as a thousand-slayer of Anra-mainyus? 1 

3. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : The dog with the prickly f 
back and woolly muzzle, Vanhapara, upon whom evil-speaking 
men impose the name Dujaka. 

4. This is the creature created by Qpcnta-mainyus among 
the creatures which Qpenta-mainyus has created, 

5. Which every morning at the rising of the sun comes forth J 
as a thousand-slayer of Anra-mainyus. 

G. Whoso kills him, 0 holy Zarathustra, the dog with the 
prickly back and woolly muzzle, the Vanhapara, upon whom 
evil-speaking men impose the name Dujaka ; 

7. He destroys his soul even to the ninth generation. 

8. For him is the bridge Chinvat difficult to reach. 

9. Unless he atones for it during his life with Qraoshas. 

10. Creator! He who kills the dog Vanhapara with prickly 
back and woolly muzzle, upon whom evil-speaking men impose 
the name Dujaka; 

11. What is the punishment for this? 

12. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike one thou¬ 
sand blows with the horse-goad, one thousand with the Qraosho- 
charana. 

13. What creature is that created by Anra-mainyus, among 
the creatures which Anra-mainyus has created, 

14. Which every morning at the rising of the sun comes forth 
as a thousand-slayer of Qpenta-mainyus ? 

15. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: The Daeva Zairimyahura, 
upon whom evil-speaking men impose the name Zairimyaka, 
0 holy Zarathustra. 3 

1G. This is the creature of Anra-mainyus among the creatures 
which Anra-mainyus has made, 

17. Which every morning at the rising of the sun comes forth 
as a thousand-slayer of Qpenta-mainyus. 

18. Whoso slays him, 0 holy Zarathustra, the Daeva Zairi¬ 
myahura, upon whom evil-speaking men impose the name 
Zairimyaka, 

* The Guj. Tr. has lioshan = “the time from midnight to sunrise.” 

t Ilunched-back and small head.— Guj. Tr. J Barks. — Guj. Tr. 

§ It cannot be atoned for ... . even with Craoshas. — Guj. Tr. 
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19. He has confessed what he has done amiss in thoughts 
words, and deeds. 

20. He has atoned for what he has done amiss in thoughts, 
words, and deeds. 

21. Whoso slays one of those dogs which belong to the cattle or 
the clan, or one of the blood-hounds which are trained; 

22. His soul departs exciting abhorrence and sick from this 
our (world) to that above the earth. 

23. (She is) like a wolf in a great wood, who is able to wound. 

24. No other departed soul will keep company with her, for 
she is horrible and miserable ; 

25. Nor do the dogs like her, who take care and protect the 
bridge (Chinvat) because she is horrible and detestable. 4 

26. Whoso wounds a dog which belongs to the cattle; 

27. Or cuts off his ears or his feet; 

28. If then a thief or a wolf comes to these folds* and carries 
off property without (any) one being aware of it ; 

29. Then shall he make good the loss. 

30. Let him atone for the wound of the dog with the punish¬ 
ment of the Baodho-varsta. 

31. Whoso inflicts a wound on a dog which belongs to the 
village; 

32. Who cuts off his ears or his feet; 

33. If then a thief or a wolf comes to this village and carries 
off property without their being aware of it; 

34. Then shall he make good the loss. 

35. Let him atone for the wound of the dog with the punish¬ 
ment of the Baodho-varsta. 

36. Creator! He who inflicts a dangerous wound on a dog 
belonging to the cattle, which impairs his vital powers; 

37. What is the punishment there-for? 

38. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike eight hundred 
blows with the horse-goad, eight hundred with theQraosho-ch'arana. 

39. Creator! He who inflicts a dangerous wound on a dog 
belonging to a village, which impairs his vital powers; 

40. What is the punishment for it? 

41. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Strike seven hundred strokes 
with the horse-goad, seven hundred with the Qraosho-charana. 

42. Creator! He who inflicts a dangerous wound on a blood¬ 
hound, which impairs his vital powers; 

43. What is the punishment for it? 

44. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Strike six hundred blows 
with the horse-goad, six hundred with the Qraosho-charana. 

45. Creator! He who inflicts a dangerous wound on a young 
dog, which impairs his vital powers ; 

* Streets.— Guj. Tr. 
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46. What is the punishment for it? 

47. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike five hun¬ 
dred blows with the horse-goad, five hundred with the Qraosho- 
charana. 

48. So also for the Jajus, Vijus, Qukuruna, so many for the 
Urupis with sharp teeth, so many for the Raopis the strong, so 
many for all the beasts of Qpunta-mainyus of the race of dog3, 
with the exception of the water-dog. 5 

49. Creator! Where is the proper place for a dog which 
belongs to cattle? 

50. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : A Yujyesti from the fold, 
where he may attack the thief or the wolf. 

51. Creator! Where is the proper place for a dog which be¬ 
longs to a tribe ? 

52. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : A Hathra away from the 
tribe, where he can attack the thief or wolf. 

53. Creator ! Where is the proper place for a bloodhound? 

54. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : (With him) who wishes not 
(a dog) for service (?) [but] who wishes a protector for his body. 

55. Creator! He who gives bad food to a dog belonging to 
cattle, with what sin does he stain himself? 6 

56. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : As if in the corporeal world 
he had given bad food to the master of a noble house, thus does 
he stain himself. 

57. Creator! ne who gives bad food to a dog belonging to a 
village, with what sin does he stain himself? 

58. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : As if in the corporeal world 
he had given bad food to the master of a middling house, thus 
does he stain himself. 

59. Creator! He who gives bad food to a bloodhound, with 
what sin does he stain himself? 

60. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : As if he had given bad food 
to a pure man who comes into the house with such tokens as if 
he were an Athrava, so does he stain himself. 

61. Creator! He who gives bad food to a young dog, with 
what sin does he stain himself ? 

62. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : As if in the corporeal world 
he were to make a pure youth a sinner [and] give him bad food, 
so does he stain himself. 

63. Creator! He who gives bad food to a dog belonging to cattle, 

64. What is the punishment for it ? 

65. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Strike his sinful body two 
hundred strokes with the horse-goad, two hundred with the 
Qraosho-charana. 

66. Creator ! He who gives a village-dog bad food, 

67. What is the punishment for it ? 
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68. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Strike ninety blows with 
the horse-goad, ninety with the Qraoshd-eharana. 

69. Creator! He who gives a bloodhound bad food, 

70. What is the punishment for it ? 

71. Then auswered Ahura-Mazda : Strike seventy blows with 
the horse-goad, seventy with the Qraosho-cliarana. 

72. Creator: He who gives a young dog bad food, 

73. What is the punishment for it? 

74. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Strike fifty blows with the 
horse-goad, fifty with the Qraosho-charana. 

75. For in the corporeal world old age most swiftly approaches 
these of the creatures of Qpenta-mainyus, the dogs, 0 holy Zara- 
thustra, 

76. Who find themselves along with those who eat, without 
receiving [anything] to .eat, 

77. Before the dogs who watch that nothing comes; 

78. Before them shall they place milk and fat along with meat, 

79. As the proper nourishment for a dog. 

80. Creator: If in this Mazdayacnian abode a dog gives no 
bark* and is not right in his understanding, 

81. How shall the Mazdayacnians act? 

82. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : They shall bring a piece of 
hewn wood to his head.f 

83. They shall fasten his mouth | therewith; of the size of a 
bone of hard (wood), twice as large of soft. 

84. They shall bind him fast thereto. 

85. They shall chain him up. [Lit. They shall chain him-self.] 

86. If not, and this dog who gives no bark and is not in his 
right senses, wounds a beast or a man, 

87. Then they shall atone for the wound of the wounded with 
the punishment of the Baudho-varsta. 

88. If he bites the first beast, (or) wounds the first man, then 
they shall cut off his right ear. 

89. If he bites the second beast, wounds the second man, then 
they shall cut off his left ear. 

90. If he bites a third beast, wounds a third man, they shall 
cut him in the right foot. 7 

91. If he bites a fourth beast, wounds the fourth man, they 
shall cut his left foot. 

92. If he bites a fifth beast, wounds a fifth man, they shall cut 
off his tail. 

93. They shall bind him fast (to [a piece of] wood). 

94. They shall chain him up. 

95. If not, if the dog who gives no bark and is not in his right 
senses, wounds a beast or a man; 

* Becomes mad.— Guj. Tr . f Xcck.— Guj. Tr. X Neck.— Gty. Tr. 
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9G. They shall atone for the wound of the wounded with the 
punishment of the Baodho-varsta. 8 

97. Creator! If a dog in a Mazdayagnian dwelling is not in 
his right senses and right understanding, 

98. How shall the Mazdayacnians behave themselves? 

99. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: They shall seek remedies 
for him just as for any pure man. 

.100, Creator ! If he will not take it willingly, 

101. How shall the Mazdayagnians act? 

102. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : They shall put a piece of 
hewn wood on his head,* they shall muzzle his mouth with it; 
the size of a bone of hard wood, double the size of soft; they 
shall bind him fast thereto, they shall chain him up ; otherwise if 
this dog who is not in his right senses falls into a cistern, a well, 
a pitfall, a stream, or running water, 

103. And receives injury thereby,* 

104. If he injures f himself thereby ; 

105. Then are they (the Mazdayacnians) sinners and Fesho- 
tanus thereby. 

106. The dog have I made, O Zarathustra, with hi3 own 
clothing and his own shoes 

107. With keen scent and sharp teeth. 

108. Faithful to men, as a protection to the folds. 

109. For I have made the dog, I who am Ahura-Mazda. 

110. With biting body for the enemy. 

111. When he is sound, when he is by the fold : 

112. When, O holy Zarathustra, he is in good voice; 

113. A thief or a wolf does not come to his tribe and carry 
away (property) from the village unobserved. 9 

114. The deadly wolf, the wolf who assaults, the growing, 
flattering wolf. 10 

115. Creator ! Which of these two kinds of wolves is the most 
pernicious, those which a dog breeds § with a wolf, or those 
which a wolf breeds with a bitch ? 

116. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Of these two kinds of 
wolves, those are the more pernicious, O pure Zarathustra, which 
a dog breeds with a wolf, [and] next those which a wolf breeds 
with a bitch. || 

117. The dogs which belong to cattle or a village, the blood¬ 
hounds and the trained (dogs) make their appearance. 

118. When (the wolves come) to destroy the folds. 

119. Those who are (descended from a dog), 


* Neck.— Guj. Tr. f Kills.— Guj. Tr. X Hair.— Guj. Tr. 

§ A dog which fights with a wolf, etc.— Guj. Tr. 

|| In the Guj . Tr. there is nothing about cross-breeding. The question is which 
is more powerful when they fight; and the answer is the dog prevails over the wolf. 
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120. Are more deadly, worse, more pernicious to the folds 
than other dogs. 

121. Wolves come forth to destroy the folds. 

122. Those who are (descended from a wolf), 

123. Are more deadly, worse, and more destructive to the folds 
than other wolves. 

124. A dog has eight characters. 

125. One like an Athrava, one like a warrior, one like a hus¬ 
bandman, one like a villager, # one like a thief, one like a wild 
beast,f one like a courtesan, one like a child. 

126. He eats what is offered him like an Athrava. 

127. He is contented like an Athrava. 

128. He is patient like an Athrava. 

129. He needs only a little bread like an Athrava. 

130. These are his qualities like those of an Athrava. 

131. He goes forward like a warrior. 

132. He kills J the well-created cow like a warrior. 

133. He is before and behind the dwelling like a warrior. 

134. These are his qualities like those of a warrior. 

135. From his watchfulness he does not take sleep enough, 
like a husbandman. 

136. He is before and behind the dwelling § like a husbandman. 

137. He is behind and before the dwelling like a husbandman. 

138. These are his qualities like those of a husbandman. 11 

139. He is friendly like a villager. || 

140. Wounding when near like a villager. 

141. House and food are the chiefest to him as to a villager. 

142. These are his qualities like those of a villager. 

143. He loves darkness like a thief. 

144. He runs about in the night If like a thief. 

145. He eats undressed** (food) like a thief. 

146. He is given to rapine like a thief. 

147. These are his qualities like those of a thief. 

148. He loves darkness like a beast of prey.+t 

149. He runs about in the night like a beast of prey. 

150. He eats raw (meat) like a beast of prey. 

151. He is given to rapine like a beast of prey. 

152. These are his qualities like those of a beast of prey. 

153. He is friendly like a courtesan. 

154. Wounding from close by like a courtesan. 

155. To be found on the way .like a courtesan. 

156. House and treasure are chiefest to him as to a courtesan. 

* Songstress.— Guj. Tr. f Highwayman.— Guj. Tr. J Protects.— Guj. Tr. 
h He is hard working, etc.— Guj. Tr. || Songstress.— Guj. Tr. 

IT He hides things.— Guj. Tr. ** He eats with effrontery.— Guj. Tr. 

ft Highwayman,— Guj. Tr. ++ With effrontery.— Guj. Tr. 
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157. These are his qualities like those of a courtesan. 

158. He loves sleep like a child. 

159. He is fawning like a child. 

160. He has a long tongue ( i.e . he cries often) like a child. 

161. He runs forwards like a child. 

162. These are his qualities like those of a child. 

163. If two (dogs) come to this my dwelling, they shall not 
drive them away. 

164. Namely, the dog which belongs to the cattle and to the 
village. 

165. For the dwellings would not stand fast on the earth, 
created by Ahura-Mazda, if there were not dogs which pertain to 
the cattle and the village. 

166. Creator! When a dog dies who begets no more young 
ones, and has no more seed, where does his spirit go ? 

167. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: To the dwelling in the 
water goes he, 0 holy Zarathustra; there come together to him 
two water-dogs, 

168. (Which) consist of a thousand male and a thousand 
female dogs, a pair, one male and one female. 

169. He who kills a water-dog, he occasions heat which is 
injurious to the fodder. 

170. Before,* 0 holy Zarathustra, these regions and places 
produced food and fatness, healthfulness and remedies, good 
health, spreading abroad and increase, besides the increase of 
corn and fodder. 12 

171. Creator! How will food and fatness, healthfulness and 
remedies, good health, spreading abroad and increase, prosperity 
in corn and fodder, come back again to these regions and places? 

172. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: 0 holy Zarathustra, food 
and fatness, healthfulness and remedies, good health, spreading 
abroad and increase, flourishing of corn and fodder, will not 
come back again to these regions and places. 

173. Before that (man) who has slain the water-dog is slain 
in return, or until he brings offerings for the pious soul of the 
same three days and three nights long, 

174. At the burning fire, with the Berecma bound together, 
with uplifted Haoma (then there come back again to these 
regions and places food and fatness, healthfulness and remedies, 
good health, spreading abroad and increase, prosperity of corn 
and herbage). 


Forthwith 


depart from, etc.— Guj. Tr. 
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NOTES TO FARGARD XIII. 

1 Y. 2. “Huvakshat” is compounded of Hu = “ the sun,” and 
vakeh = “to increase,” “wax.” 

2 V. 9,. That is, by blows with the Qraosho-charana. 

3 Y. 15. This animal appears to me a species of field-mouse, or rather 
perhaps, since so small a creature would scarcely be named in opposi¬ 
tion to a dog, a hamster or some similar animal. Zairimyariura, com¬ 
pounded of Zairimi + ahura, signifies literally “eating in the depth,” 
or “ in darkness.” * 

4 Y. 25. There is also mention in the Viraf-nameh of a fabulous 
hound at the bridge Chinvat. Yerses 24-25 have been re-translated 
by Professor Spiegel. 

6 Y. 48. For the first three names, see Farg. Y., v. 103. It seems 
possible that the whole of verse 48 is an interpolation. 

6 Y. 55. Taro-pithwa may be either “bad food,” or “insufficient 
food.” 

7 Y. 90. Apparently that he might be lame and easily avoided. I 
can scarcely think that the foot was to be cut off. 

8 Y. 96. Yerses 88-96 appear to be a later interpolation. 

9 Y. 113. This verse seems misplaced. 

10 Yv. 114-121. I have translated these verses as literally as pos¬ 
sible, and added in parentheses the Huzvfiresh glosses. It is, however, 
doubtful whether the explanation of these obscure verses is the correct 
one. 

11 Yv. 138-141. I can scarcely hope to have seized the right sense 
of these verses. The difficulty of the words, the brevity of the expres¬ 
sions, and our ignorance of the mode of life amongst the old Persians, 
render it almost impossible to give an exact interpretation. 

12 Y. 170 ff. This passage is identical with Farg. IX. 190 ff., and 
seems to have been interpolated from that place. 

* Perhaps, “a mole” (?). 


FARGARD XIV.—INTRODUCTION. 

The whole of this Fargard is taken up with the various punish¬ 
ments and atonements enjoined for killing the “ water*dog, M an 
animal which, to judge from the excessive penalties imposed, 
appears to have been held in great veneration. 
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FAEGAED XIY. 

1. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, 
Holiest, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure! 

2. He who strikes the Udra, who lives in the water, who con¬ 
sists of a thousand female and a thousand male dogs, [and] in¬ 
flicts on him a deadly wound which injures his vital powers : l 

3. What is the punishment for this ? 

4. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them strike ten thou¬ 
sand blows with the horse-goad, ten thousand with the Qraosho- 
charana. 

5. Let them give ten thousand loads of hard wood, well-hewn 
and well-dried, for the fire of Ahura-Mazda, as an atonement for 
his soul. 

6. Let them give ten thousand loads of soft wood, Urvacni, 
Vohu-gaona, Vohu-kereti, Hadba-naepata, or any other of the 
odoriferous woods for the fire of Ahura-Mazda, as an atonement 
for his soul. 

7. Let them bind together ten thousand bundles for the 
Berecma. 

8. Ten thousand Zaothras with Haoina and meat, pure and 
proved, purified with Dahmas, proved with Dalnnas, purified 
with the wood which I call Hadha-naepata, let him give in purity 
and goodness as an atonement for his soul for the good waters. 

9. Let him kill ten thousand snakes which creep upon the 
belly. 2 

10. Let him kill ten thousand serpents which have the bodies 
of dogs. 

11. Let him kill ten thousand scorpions.* 3 

12. Let him kill ten thousand lizards f which breathe ( i.e . 
which can live on the land). 4 

13. Let him kill ten thousand lizards which can only live in 
the water. 

14. Let him kill ten thousand ants which carry away the corn 

15. Let him kill ten thousand ants of the evil ones which 
sting and dig holes. % 

Id Let him kill ten thousand mice ^ which keep themselves 
in the mud. 5 

17. Let him kill ten thousand evil gnats. 

* Perhaps “crabs.” — Spiegel. The Guj. Tr. also has “crabs." 

t Frogs.— Guj. Tr. ' J Fly.— Guj. Tr. § Chameleons. — Guj. Tr. 
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18* Let him fill up ten thousand holes in this earth which are 
full of uncleanness. 

19. Let him give twice seven (instruments) which have rela¬ 
tion to the fire, to the pure man, as an atonement for his soul, in 
purity and goodness. 

20. Which go to the fire and kindle the same. 

21. Which purify (the fire) and spread abroad warmth. 

22. Which extinguish the fire or fan it. 

23. Asunder at the nether end, but united at the other (i.e. tongs). 

24. Let him give to the pure man in purity and goodness, as 
an atonement for his soul, an axe which cuts swiftly and chops 
up swiftly, [and] a hammer.* 

25. Wherewith these Mazdayacnians may provide themselves 
with wood for the fire of Ahura-Mazda. 

26. Let him give to the pure men, in purity and goodness, as 
an atonement for his soul, all the utensils for a priest; 

27. Which are the utensils of a priest. 

28. The fork,f the plate, the Paiti-dana ; 

29. (The weapons) wherewith they slay the Khrafctras (which 
happens) through the Qraosho-ckarana; 

30. The saucer which purifies uncleanness ; 

31. The mortar which is made according to rule, the cup for 
the Haoma, the Berecma. 

32. All the implements which belong to a warrior let him give 
to the pure men, in purity and goodness, as an atonement for his 
soul : 

33. Which are the implements of a warrior. 

34. First a lance, second a knife, J third a club ; 

35. Fourth a bow-string; 

36. Fifth a bow with a prong (?) and thirty iron points (arrows). 

37. Sixth a hand-sling and thirty slinging-stones; 

3S. Seventh a coat of mail, eighth a neck-piece; 

39. Ninth the Paita-dana, tenth the helmet; 

40. Eleventh the girdle, twelfth the greaves.^ 6 

41. All the implements for a husbandman let him give to the 
pure men, in purity and goodness, as an atonement for his soul: 

42. Which are the implements of a husbandman. 

43. An implement for sowing the corn ; 

44. A team which is yoked together; 

45. Whips to drive the cattle with ; 

46. Stones for grinding; 

47. A handmill whose upper stone grinds; || 

48. Reins which hold in and are strong; If 

* Saw.— Guj. Tr . f Knife.— Guj. Tr . % Sword.— Guj. Tr. 

§ Short drawers.— Guj. Tr. || V. 46-47 are not in the Guj. Tr. 

U Spade and pickaxe.— Guj.Tr. 
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49. Sometimes silver, sometimes golden. 7 

50. Creator! How dear when it is of silver? 

51. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: As much as the price of a 
male horse. 

52. Creator! How dear when it is of gold ? 

53. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: As the price of a male 
camel. 

54. Let him give to the pure men, in purity and goodness, as 
an atonement for his soul, a stream with running water, 

55. Creator ! How large when it is a stream ? 

56. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Of the size of a foot, of the 
breadth of a foot. 

57. A field which one can cultivate let him give to the pure 
men, in purity and goodness, as an atonement for his soul. 

58. Creator! How, when it is a field ? 

59. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Where water comes to 
light when they dig it up twice. 

60. A dwelling (with) a cow-stable which contains nine sorts 
of grass* let him give to the pure men, in purity and goodness, 
as an atonement for his soul. 

61. Creator ! How, when it is a dwelling ? 

62. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Twelve Vitara above, nine 
in the middle, six below. 8 

63. He should cover the house with a fine matting and give it 
to the pure men, in purity and goodness, as an atonement for his 
soul. 

64. A virgin, who is sound, and has yet known no man, let 
him give to the pure men, in purity and goodness, as an atone¬ 
ment for his soul. 

65. Creator! Of what condition must this virgin be? 

66. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Let them betroth a sister, 
or a daughter, who has a good name and is provided with ear- 
jewels, to a pure man after her fifteenth year. 9 

67. Let him give fourteen head of small animals to the pure 
man, in purity and goodness, as an atonement for his soul. 

68. Let him breed up fourteen dogs. 

69. Let him make fourteen bridges and running water. 

70. Let him make eighteen bonesf which are not proper and 
yield no good nourishment into relishing food.J 

71. Let him clean eighteen female^ dogs from vermin, the 
unclean hideous, from all the evils which happen to the 
dogs. 10 

72. Let him satisfy eighteen pure men with flesh || or (other) 
food, with Hura or wine. ai 

* Stalls.— Guj. Tr. f Barren places.— Guj. Tr. J Cultivation.— Guj. Tr. 

§ “ Female” is not in the Guj . Tr. || Milk.— Guj. Tr. 
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73. That is his punishment, this is his atonement; 

74. Which the pure (man) must atone; if he does not atone, 

75. Then will he come to the abode of the Drujas (Duzakh). 


NOTES TO FARGARD XIV. 

1 V. 2. Of\ Sad-der Porta lxii.: “ Do not kill the water-dog; if by chance 
thou seest him going anywhere , take him and carry him to the wader; for 
it is said in the Vendidad that to kill a beaver is a horrible sin; and who¬ 
ever has killed one will be bound to kill eighteen thousand other noxious 
animals by way of atonement,” etc. 

2 V. 9. With this and the following verses compare Sad-der Porta 
xlvii.: “ Use diligent endeavours in killing leeches , and especially kill 
these five things that thou mayest meet abundant reward . Of these the 
first is frogs, the second serpents and scorpions , the third flies , the fourth 
ants , and the fifth mice , who are wandering thieves etc. 

3 V. 11. Kaqyapa. Anquet. “tortoise.” Cf u-iAi. “Scorpion” 
would, however, suit better. 

4 Y. 12. The words in parentheses are a gloss of the Huzvaresh 
translation. 

5 V. 16. I have no better authority for translating “pazdu” by 
“ mouse ” than the above quoted passage from the Sad-der. 

6 V. 40. The weapons, etc., of a warrior here mentioned are not all 
very clear in their etymology. 

7 Y. 49. The implements of the husbandman are still more difficult 
to explain than those of the warrior. 

8 Y. 62. Yitara must be a measure of length. 

9 Y. 66. Nameni = “ having a name,” i.e* a good or fortunate name. 

10 Y. 71. This verse has been re-translated by Professor Spiegel. 

11 Y. 72. Hura is the/Sanskrit Sura. 


FARGARD XV.—INTRODUCTION. 

TnE contents of this Fargard are—1. An enumeration of five 
sins whereby a man becomes Pesho-tanus (v. 1-29). 2. Observa¬ 
tions respecting the guilt of seduction, together with the treat¬ 
ment of the girl who has been seduced, the support of illegiti¬ 
mate children, and strict injunctions against attempts to procure 
abortion (v. 30-5S). 3. In close connection with the preceding 

subject follow minute regulations as to whose duty it is to sup¬ 
port a bitch who has had puppies (v 59-12G). 4. Some further 

observations respecting the breeding of dogs (v. 127-137). 
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FARGARD XY. 

1. How many are the sins of commission which the corporeal 
world commits; 

2. By which, when they are committed and not confessed or 
atoned for, 

3. One becomes afterwards a sinner and Pesho-tanus ? 

4. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Five, 0 pure Zarathustra. 

5. The first of these sins which men commit i3: 

6. When any one calumniates a pure man to a man of 
another belief and opinions.* 

7. He sins knowingly by his own understanding; 

8. He becomes thereby a sinner and is Pesho-tanus. 

9. The second of these sins which men commit is: 

10. If any one gives uneatable bones, or hot food, to a dog 
which belongs to the cattle or the village; 

11. If these bones stick in his teeth or throat; 1 

12. If these hot victuals burn his mouth or his tongue; 

13. If he (the dog) injures himself thereby; 

14. If he is thereby injured ; f 

15. Then he (the man) becomes thereby a sinner and Pesho- 
tanus. 

16. The third of these sins which men commit is: 

17. Whoso strikes a pregnant bitch, frightens her, drives her 
into fear, or claps his hands behind [her] ; 2 

18. If then this bitch falls into a hole, well, trap, river, or 
running water; 

19. If she thereby wounds herself; 

20. If she becomes wounded ; X 

21. Thus he (the man) becomes thereby a sinner and Pesho- 
tanus. 

22. The fourth of the sins which men commit is : 

23. If any one lies with a woman who is affected with marks, 
spots, and blood; 

24. Thereby he becomes a sinner and Pesho-tanus. 

25. The fifth of these sins which men commit is : 

26. If any one lies with a pregnant woman, or§ a woman who 
has milk, or a woman who has as yet no milk, but who has 
conceived; || 

* Perverts a pure man to another belief.— Guj. Tr. f And killed.— C?///'. 7V. 

t And killed.— Guj. Tr. § The word “or” is not in the Guj. Tr . 

|| But whose breasts are hardened. — Guj. Tr. 
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27. If she thereby receives injury ; 

28. If she is thereby injured; 

29. So he becomes thereby a sinner and Pesho-tanus. 

30. He who goes with a maiden, 

31. Who is still with her parents or no longer with her parents ; 3 

32. Who is betrothed or not betrothed, and makes the same 
pregnant; 

33. Then this maiden must not for shame* of men overstep 
the mark over trees and water, + 

34. If this maiden for shame of men oversteps the mark over 
trees and water; 

35. Then she commits a sin. 

36. He who goes with a maiden (who is still with her parents 
or who is no longer with her parents, who is betrothed or not 
betrothed, and makes the same pregnant); 4 

37. Then this maiden must not from shame of men inflict an 
injury herself upon the fruit of her body. 

38. If this maiden from shame of men inflicts an injury on the 
fruit of her body. 

39. Then she commits a sin for the parents, she wounds for 
the parents, % for the parents shall they atone for the wound of 
the wounded with the punishment of the Baodho-varsta. 

40. He who goes with a maiden, 

41. (Who is still with her parents or no longer with her parents, 
who is betrothed or not betrothed, and makes her pregnant); 
If the maiden says : “The child is begotten by this man.” 

42. If then this man says: “Seek to make thyself friends 
with an old woman and ask her.” 

43. If then this maiden makes friends with an old woman and 
asks her; 

44. And this old woman brings Baha or Shaeta, 

45. Or Ghnana or Frajpata, or any one of the trees which 
make loose (the embryo); 

46. (Saying) : “ Seek to kill this child.” 

47. If then this maiden seeks to kill the child, 

48. Then the maiden, the man, and the old woman are alike 
guilty. 5 

49. He who goes with a maiden; 

5U. (Who is still with her parents or no longer with her 
parents, or who is betrothed or not betrothed, and makes her 
pregnant), he must protect her-so long until the child is born. 


* For fear of shame . . . produce the mark ( i.e . menstruation) with trees and water 
{i.e. medicinal herbs).— Guj. Tr. 

f That is, she must not walk about but remain in the separate place appointed for 
women when unclean.— Spiegel. 

+ Or if the parents iutlict the wound they shall, etc.—C?i{/. Tr . 
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51. If he doe3 not provide maintenance; 

52. If then the child suffers harm because it has no proper 
nourishment; 

53. Then must he atone for the wound of the injured with the 
punishment of the Baodho-varsta. 

54. Creator ! If (the maiden) lies in; 

55. From which of the Mazdayacnians shall she receive her 
maintenance? 

56. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: He who goes with a maiden, 

57. (Who is with her parents, or no longer with her parents, 
who is betrothed or not betrothed, and makes the same pregnant), 
he must be her protector until the child is born. 

58. If he doe3 not provide maintenance, 

59. Then there is set down to him every birth of the two- 
footed and the four-footed. 

60. Of the two-footed, namely, of the maiden ; of the four- 
footed, namely, of the bitches. 6 

61. Creator! If this bitch lies in, 

62. From which of the Mazdayacnians shall she receive her 
food ? 

63. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Whoso has erected the 
nearest dwelling; there she receives her food. 

64. So long must he keep her until the young dogs come out.* 

65. If he brings no food; 

66. If these dogs from want of suitable food sutler harm ; 

67. Then shall he atone for the hurt of the injured with the 
punishment of the Baodho-varsta. 

68. Creator! If this bitch is brought to bed in the camel-stalls ; 7 

69. From which of the Mazdayacnians shall she receive her 
food? 

70. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: (From him) who has built 
this camel-stall. 

71. He shall maintain her so long; 

72. He shall act the protector until that the puppies do come 
out (can walk along). 

73. If he brings no food ; 

74. If these dogs sutler harm from want of proper nourishment ; 

75. Then he shall atone for the hurt of the injured with the 
punishment of the Baodho-varsta. 

76. Creator! If this bitch is delivered in a horse-stall; 

77. From which of the Mazdayacnians shall she receive her 
food ? 

78. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: ne who has built this horse- 
stall : 

79. He shall keep her so long; 

* That is, “ can walk about.” — Spiegel. 
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80. He shall protect her so long until the puppies come out. 

81. If he does not feed them; 

82. If these dogs suffer harm from want of proper food; 

83. Then he shall atone for the hurt of the injured with the 
punishment of the Baodho-varsta. 

84. Creator! If this bitch lies in, in a cow-stall ; 

85. From which of the Mazdayacnians shall she receive her 
food? 

86. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : He who has built this cow- 
stall. 

87. He shall feed her so long ; 

88. He shall take care of her so long until these puppies come 
out. 

89. If he does not feed her; 

90. If these dogs suffer harm for want of suitable food; 

91. Then he shall atone for the hurt of the injured with the 
punishment of the Baodho-varsta. 

92. Creator! If this bitch lies in, in a cattle-pen ;* 

93. From which of the Mazdayacnians shall she receive her 
food? 

94. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: He who has built this 
cattle-pen; 

95. He shall feed her so long ,* 

96. He shall take care of her so long until the puppies come out. 

97. If he does not feed them; 

98. If these puppies suffer harm from want of proper food ; 

99. Then they shall atone for the harm of the injured with the 
punishment of the Baodho-varsta. 

100. Creator! If this bitch is delivered in the stack; f 

101. From which of the Mazdayacnians shall she receive food? 

102. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: He who built the ptack ; 

103. He shall keep her; 

104. He shall take care of her so long until the puppies come out, 

105. If he gives them no food; 

106. If these puppies suffer harm for want of proper food ; 

107. Then shall they atone for the harm of the injured with 
the punishment of the Baodho-varsta. 

103. Creator! If this bitch comes to light J in a cellar; 

109. From which of the Mazdayajnians shall she receive food ? 

110. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: He who has dug this cellar. 

111. He shall keep her; 

112. He shall take care of her so long until the puppies come 
out. If he gives them no food, and these puppies suffer harm for 
want of proper food, then they shall atone for the hurt of the 
injured with the punishment of the Baodho-varsta. 

* Sheep-fold.— Guj. Tr. f Not in the Guj. Tr. J See note to v. 68. 
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113. Creator! If this bitch is delivered in the hay ; . 

114. From which of the Mazdaya^nians shall she receive food l 

115. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: He who has made this 
meadow; 

110. He shall feed her so long; . 

117. Let them carry them to his house on a mat ot plants or 

any other bed; , ... ,, 

118. He shall take care (of them) so long until the puppies 

come out. 

119. If he gives them no food ; 

120. If these dogs suffer harm for want of proper food ; 

121. Then they shall atone for the harm of the injured with 
the punishment of the Baodho-varsta. 

122. Creator! When have these dogs their own utensils and 
their own bread ? * 

123. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: When these dogs can mn 
round about twice seven dwellings ; 

124. Then they go forwards at will, in winter as in summer. 

125. Six months let them protect the dogs, seven years long 

the children. ,, , , c „ 

120. For the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda ; + even so for the 


127. Creator! When the Mazdayacnians would couple a bitch 

at heat (with a dog); + 

128. How shall these Mazdayaijmans act ! 

129. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : They shall dig a hole in 

the earth in the middle of the cattle-pen; . n 

130. Haifa foot deep in hard earth, half a man deep in solt: 

131. They shall first remove afar the children and the fire the 
son of Ahura-Mazda. § 8 

132. So long shall they protect her until another dog comes up. 

133. Let them keep at a distance the one and the other fiom 
the others, lest they might wound themselves. 9 

134. If a bitch who is pregnant bears three || young ones, 
suckles young ones, gone or not gone, and she whelps young 

ones as dogs whelp young; ... , , 

135. Creator! Whoso slays a bitch who is pregnant, bears 
three || young ones, suckles young ones, who can walk or not 
walk, and she whelps young ones as dogs whelp young , 

136. What is the punishment there-for? 

137. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Seven hundred blows let 
them strike with the horse-goad, seven hundred with the Craosho- 


ch aran a 

* When are these dogs able to seek their food.— Giy. Tr. 

+ Protects, etc.— Guj. Tr. X Would let her lie in —Guj. Tr. 

§ To protect her as the fire protects ehildren, etc.—C ruj. l). 

II The word “ three ” is not in the Guj . Tr. 
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NOTES TO FARGARD XV. 

1 V. 11. Garemo = “the throat.” Cf. Skr. gri and N. P. 

2 V. 17 . Aputhra (literally, “ childless”), signifies “ pregnant.” The 

Huzvaresh has DISK, which compounded with tanu = “ the body,” 
makes *pnDlSN, whence the N. P. . 

3 V. 31. Ratu here no doubt signifies “the parents,” though it may 
also mean guardians. 

4 Y. 36. The Huz. Tr. omits the words in parentheses (although it 
translates them above), which explains why they are omitted in the 
Gujerati Translation, without having recourse to unjust imputations, 
as Wilson has done in “ The Farsi Religion etc. 

6 Vv. 41-48. This passage was totally misapprehended by Anquetil, 
and afterwards by Wilson, who made it the groundwork of a serious 
charge against the morality of the Vendidad, as if the passage in ques¬ 
tion enjoined infanticide, whereas, on the contrary, it expressly prohibits 
it, declaring all the parties implicated equally guilty. With regard to 
the herbs mentioned, Paha is the cannabis sativa 7 Skr. bhamga. The 
other words are derived from roots which signify “to destroy,” but the 
plants are not known. 

6 Y. 60. This verse is probably a gloss. 

7 Y. 68. j Frajagann means, I believe, literally “ to appear,” (or “ come 
to light”), “ to show one’s-self,” and perhaps also “ to be found.” In 
this and the following verses the sense is evidently that given in our 
text, although “nijaq” is more frequently used in this signification. 

8 Y. 131. The Huz. Tr., “They shall fasten him away from the 
children (gloss, ‘ that he may not bite them’), from the fire, etc. (gloss, 

‘ that it may not hurt him’).” 

9 Y. 133. This verse has been re-translated by Professor Spiegel. 


FARGARD XVI.—INTRODUCTION. 

Tiie whole of this Fargard consists of rules for the treatment 
and behaviour of Persian women during the periods of menstrua¬ 
tion, and after child-birth, together with injunctions against con¬ 
nection with a woman at such times. • 
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FARGARD XYI. 

1. Creator! When in these Mazdayacnian dwellings a woman 
is affected with signs, marks, and blood; 1 

2. How shall the Mazdayatjnians act ? 

3. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: These Mazdayacnians must 
choose a way, 3 

4. Remote from the trees which grow up for fire-wood. 

5. Let this place be strewed with dry dust; 

6. Let them make it somewhat higher than the other dwellings; 

7. The half, a third, a fourth, a fifth. 

8. Unless this takes place the woman might look into the fire. 3 

9. Creator! How far from the fire, how far from the water, 
how far from the Berecma which is bound together, how far 
from the pure men 1 

10. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Fifteen steps from the fire, 
fifteen steps from the water, fifteen steps from the Berecma which 
is bound together, three steps from the pure men. 

11. Creator ! How far may he approach, who brings food to a 
woman who is affected with tokens, marks, and blood. 

12. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Even to three steps may 
he approach who brings food to a woman who is affected with 
marks, signs, and blood. 

13. Wherewith shall he bring her food, wherewith shall he 
bring her fruit ? 

14. On iron, lead, or the meanest metal. 

15. How much* food, how much fruit, shall he bring her? 

1G. Two Danare of that which proceeds from living creatures, 

one Danare of seed fruits, f 

17. Unless this happens the woman might flow out (i.e. lose 
too much blood). J 

18. When a child comes to light; 

19. They shall first wash its hands; 

20. Then shall the child be washed on the whole body. 

21. If a woman sees blood when three nights are passed then 
shall she sit down in the place of uneleanness until four nights 
are passed. 

22. If she sees blood when four nights are passed she shall sit 
down in the place of uncleanness until five nights are passed. 
If she sees blood when five nights are passed she shall sit down 

* How many times. — Guj. Tr. f This verse is not in the Guj. Tr. 

J If the woman is not satisfied.— Guj. Tr. 
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in the place of uncleanness till six nights are passed. If she sees 
blood when six nights are passed she shall sit down in the place 
of uncleanness till seven nights are passed. If she sees blood 
when seven nights are passed she shall sit down in the place of 
uncleanness till eight nights are passed. If she sees blood when 
eight nights are passed she shall sit down in the place of un¬ 
cleanness till nine nights are passed. If a woman sees blood 
when nine nights are passed; # 

23. Then have the Daevas brought an opposition to her for 
praise and invocation for the Daevas. 

24. Then shall these Mazdayacnians seek out a way; 4 

25. Remote from the trees which grow up for fire-wood. 

26. Then shall these Mazdayacnians dig three holes in this 
earth. 

27. Two holes shall they wash out with cow's urine, one with 
water. 

28. They shall kill noxious beasts, two hundred ants, which 
carry away corn in the summer. 

29. Any of the noxious beasts which proceed from the Ahra- 
mainyus shall they kill in the winter. 

30. Then shall they atone for the marks of the Mazdayacnian 
woman who is affected with marks, signs, and blood, f 

31. What is the punishment for this ? 

32. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : For her sinful body let 
them strike two hundred blows with the horse-goad, two hundred 
with the Qraosho-charana. 

33. Creator! He who with full will pollutes his body with a 
woman who is affected with marks, signs, and blood; 

34. Whilst the marks are manifest on her; 

35. What is the pynishment for this? 

36. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Let them strike thirty^ 
blows with the horse-goad, thirty with the Qraosho-charana. 

37. If he goes (to her) the second time, sits down there the 
second time, let them strike fifty blows with the horse-goad, 
fifty with the Qraosho-charana. 

38. If he goes for the third time, sits down there for the third 
time, let them strike seventy blows with the horse-goad, seventy 
with the Qraosho-charana. 

39. He who lies with a woman who is affected with marks, 
signs, and blood; 

40. lie does no better deed than if he were to burn the unclean 
body of his own son and bring the unclean flux to the fire. . 

41. All the wicked are corporeal Drujas who heed not the 
Faith. 5 

* She shall sit down in the place of uncleanness till then.— Guj. Tr. 
t If she will not keep according to the law, etc.—Guj. Tr . 
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42. All those heed not the Faith who do not hear it. 

43. All those hear it not who are unclean. 

44. All those are unclean who are sinners. 


NOTES TO FARGARD XVI. 

1 Y. 1. “ Chithravaiti ” is merely transcribed in the Huz. Tr., but 

in the gloss, it is explained by mV = otherwise chithra = qXJV3 
= ( cf Farg. I. 53, XI. 6). Neriosengh translates it by prakatam. 

“ Dakhstavaiti,” from dakhsta, signifies “marks,” “signs,” or “tokens” 
(i cf\ Farg. II. 86), but it is especially applied to the tokens of menstrua¬ 
tion : the modern “dastan” is derived from it (“ rajasvalarudhira.”— 
Nerios.). Yohunavaiti, from vohuna = “blood,”isallied to“ vanhutata” 
{cf Farg. VI. 64); and by dropping the “r” we have the N. P. 

2 V. 3. According to the gloss, “The way to the^place where the 

menstruous women are to remain.” Viehi=N.P. = “ to choose.” 

3 V. 8. The Sad-der also in reference to women recently delivered 
says (Porta xlv.): “ Every woman in this world who has been delivered 

ought to he careful . She ought to keep three steps away from a holy 

man . also she ought not to look at running ivater, nor look towards 

the sky } nor the stars , nor the sun f nor moon , nor water , nor fire , nor trees, 
nor a holy man ,” etc. (Porta lxxv.): “ If the eye of a woman ivlio has 
been delivered shall have lighted upon the fire it will he to her a sin of the 
weight of fifteen Direm ,” etc. 

4 Vv. 24-29. These verses are evidently interpolated, as they interrupt 
the sequence between v. 23 and 30. 

5 V. 41 ff. The conclusion of the Fargard seems to be a later addition. 
Almost the same words are repeated at the end of Fargard XVII. 


FARGARD XVII.—INTRODUCTION. 

This short Fargard contains only injunctions respecting the 
paring of nails and cutting of hair, and certain ceremonies con¬ 
nected therewith. 
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FARGAED XYII. 

1. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, 
Holiest, Creator of the corporeal world, Pare One! 

2. Wherewith, as the greatest deadly sin* does a man honour 
(as it were) the Daevas with words? 

3. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: This, 0 pure Zarathustra. 

4. When they dress their hair on the corporeal world, cut the 
hair, pare the nails ; 

5. When they shear their locks (?) or their beard ;f l 

6. Then come together the Daevas to this polluted spot of the 
earth. 

7. Then come together to this polluted spot of the earth the 
Khrafgtras, 

8. Which men call lice. 2 

9. Which destroy men's corn in the corn, the clothes in the 
clothes. 3 

10. For this reason, 0 Zarathustra, trim thou the hair in the 
corporeal world, cut the hair, pare the nail 3 : 4 

11. Then carry them away ten steps from the pure men. 

12. Twenty steps from the fire, thirty steps from the water, 
fifty steps from the Beregma. 

13. Then dig a hole, a DistiJ deep in hard earth, a Vitagti^ 
deep in soft. 

14. Carry thither (the hair or nails).|| 

15. Then speak the> following words, the victorious, 0 Zara¬ 
thustra, / 

16. At aqya (Vend. Sade, p. 387). 

17. With the knife make these circles, three, six, or nine. 

18. Speak the Ahuna-vairya, three, six, or nine times. 

19. Withal the nails (of both hands) dig a hole beyond the 
house; 

20. As deep as the top joint of the longest finger. 

21. Thither carry them. 

22. Then speak these words, the victorious, 0 Zarathustra. 

23. Asha vohu, etc. (V. S. p. 221). 

24. With the knife make circles, three, six, or nine. 

25. Speak the Ahuna-vairya three, six, or nine times; (after¬ 
wards) : 

* Pestilence.— Guj. Tr. + Not in the Guj. Tr . 

{ Finger. — Guj. Tr. § Span.— Guj. Tr. 

|| This verse is not in the Guj. Tr. H For.— Guj. Tr. 
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20. “To tliee, 0 Bird Asho-zusta, 1 show these nails ;*’ 5 

27. “ These nails I devote to thee. ,, 

28. May these nails, 0 Bird Asho-zusta, be thy lances,* 
swords, bows,f thine arrows the swift flying, thy sling-stones 
which are to be employed against the Mazanian Daevas. 

29. If they do not announce these nails, then they belong after¬ 
wards to the Mazanian Daevas; the lances, swords, bows, these 
swift flying arrows and these sling-stones which should be em¬ 
ployed against the Mazanian Daevas. 

80. All those are evil and noxious Drujas, who do not heed 
the Faith. 

31. All have not the Faith who do not hear it. 

32. All hear it not who are unclean. 

33. All are unclean who are sinners. J 


NOTES TO FARGARD XVII. 

1 V. 5. This verse is translated conjecturally. 

2 Y. 8. Cpis, i.e. N.P. = “a louse.” 

3 Y. 9. ihe meaning is that if they are in the corn they spoil the 
corn, if in the clothes they spoil the clothes. 

4 Y. 10 if. Cf. Sad-der Porta xiv. : “It is enjoined to all that in 
cutting their nails they are to place ( the parings) before themselves on 
paper. When they have placed them before themselves , let them recite the 

Vdgj , and recite the Yathd ahd vairy6 for their health . It is necessary 
to recite a Patitiopenly against the birds .... Carry out the nails from 
the inner part of the three lines , and thou shouldest carry them to some 
plain; carry , 1 say , thy nails towards deaths that thou mayest drive away 

from thee misery and grief and sorrow . If thou dost not recite the 

Patiti for the nails , the birds will devour them in the passage; if thou 
dost not recite it, the demons and sorcerers tv ill carry them away and exercise 
sorcery ivith those nails; therefore do not leave the nails , lest thou make a 
feast for sorcerers and demons. 

6 Y. 26. Ash6-zusta is perhaps an appellative = “loving-purity.” 


Scimitars.— Guj. Tr. 


f Shields.— Guj. Tr. 


{ See note o, p. 123. 
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FARGARD XVIII.—INTRODUCTION. 

Tite following Fargard does not seem to have belonged 
originally to the Vendidad; at least it differs in many respects 
from the usual tenor of that work. In the first place, Ahura- 
Mazda is introduced as speaking from the commencement with¬ 
out any question having been put to him, and in another place 
he orders Zarathustra to put questions and promises the answers. 
Farther, in a large part of the Fargard the speaker is not Ahura- 
Mazda but Qraosha who is represented as conversing with a 
Drukhs. The contents of the Fargard are—1. A mention by Ahura- 
Mazda of various men who follow the precepts of the Mazday acnian 
faith in part, but omit the most important (v. 1-13). 2. In con¬ 

trast to the preceding is a brief description of a true Athrava 
(v. 14-17). 3. Ahura-Mazda commands Zarathnstra to ask him 

questions (v. 18-20), whereupon follow various interrogations and 
answers respecting certain sins and a kind of bird called Parodars 
(v. 21-69). 4. A conversation between Qraosha and the Drukhs 

respecting the various kinds of sins which occasion pregnancy to 
the Drukhs, or, in other words, cause an increase of pollution 
(v. 70-121). 5. Ahura-Mazda is again introduced as ordering 

Zarathustra to ask questions. These questions relate to two 
kinds of sins, one new, namely, the promoting marriage between 
the godly and the wicked, etc.; the other, the same already 
mentioned, of lying with a woman during the period of un¬ 
cleanness (v. 122-152). 
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1. For many men,—thus spake Ahura-Mazda—Opure Zara- 
thustra, 

2. Wear a Paiti-dana (Penom) without being girded according 
to the law. 1 

3. Falsely do they call themselves Athravas. 

4. Do not call such a man an Athrava, so spake Ahura-Mazda, 
0 pure Zarathustra. 

5. They carry a stick* for slaying the vermin without being 
girded according to the law. 

6. Falsely does such a one call himself an Athrava; do not 
call such a one an Athrava, thus spake Ahura-Mazda, 0 pure 
Zarathustra. 

7. They carry a tree (the Berecma) without being girded 
according to the law. 

8. Falsely docs such a one call himself an Athrava ; do not 
call such a one an Athrava, thus spake Ahura-Mazda, 0 pure 
Zarathustra. 

9. They carry a daggerf to kill serpents with without being 
girded according to the law. 

10. Falsely does such a one call himself an Athrava; do not 
call such a one an Athrava, thus spake Ahura-Mazda, 0 pure 
Zarathustra. 

11. He who lies the whole night without praising or without 
hearing ; 

12. Without reciting, without working, without learning, with¬ 
out teaching, desiring to win the soul ; 2 

13. He calls himself falsely an Athrava; do not call such a 
man an Athrava—thus spake Ahura-Mazda—0 pure Zarathustra. 

14. Call him an Athrava—thus spake Ahura-Mazda—0 pure 
Zarathustra ; 3 

1 o. Who the whole night through asks the pure understanding ; 

16. (The understanding) which purifies from sins, which makes 
(the heart) large, and affords rewards at the bridge Chinavat; 

17. Which makes us to reach the place, the purity, and the 
goodness of Paradise. 

18. Ask me, 0 pure! 

19. Me, the Creator, the Holiest, Wisest, who willingly gives 
an answer when he is asked. 


An instrument.— Guj. Tr. 


t An instrument.— Guj. Tr. 
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20. So will it be well with thee, so wilt thou attain to purity 
if thou askest me. 

21. Zarathustra asked : Who is the perishable, (the) mortal? 

22. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : He who teaches a sinful 
law, 0 holy Zarathustra; 

23. He who during the three night-seasons* does not put on 
the girdle; 

24. He who does not recite the Gathas, does not praise the 
good waters; 

25. + He who brings me J a man who is fallen into such diffi¬ 
culty out into comfort (i.e. gives him joy) ; 

26. He does no better work than if he were to cut off his head 
at the broad of his back. 

27. For a blessing is to a hurtful, wicked, impure (man) a 
weapon for smiting; ^ 

28. || Of two a tongud, of three none, four cry of themselves . . . 4 

29. He who gives of the prepared Haoma to a noxious, wicked, 
and unclean (man); 

30. Or of the consecrated Myazda ; 

31. He does no better work than if he were to kill a thousand 
horses, smite the men in a Mazdayacnian village, (and) lead the 
cows the wrong way. 

32. Ask me, 0 Pure! me the Creator, the Holiest, Wisest, 
who willingly gives an answer when he is asked; so will it be 
well with thee, so wilt thou attain purity if thou askest me. 

33. Zarathustra asked : Who is the Qraoshavareza of Qraosha, 
the holy, strong, whose body is the Manthra, the steadfast? 

34. Then answered Ahura-Mazda; The Bird who bears the 
name of Parodars, 0 holy Zarathustra. 

35. Upon whom evil-speaking men impose the [nickj-name 
Kahrkatag.^j 

3G. This bird lifts up his voice at every godly morning 
dawn : ' 

37. “ Stand up, ye men, praise the best purity, destroy the 
Daeva.” 

38. There runs up to you the Daeva Bushyancta with long 
hands. ## 5 

39. This sends to sleep again the whole corporeal world when 
it is awakened. 

40. Long sleep, 0 man, becomes thee not. 6 

* Three years.— Guj. Tr. 

f A r v. 25-26. He brings my man into such difficulty, as that he, etc.— Guj. Tr. 

t That is, “ for me,” or 4 ‘ on my account,’’—as in old English. 

§ Not clear.— Spiegel. See note 4 to this and the following verse. 

|| Yv. 27-28. For a blessing of longevity is hurtful,—first, of a wicked impur 
man; second, of evil tongue ; third, despicable ; fourth, perverse.— Guj. Tr. 

TT Cock.— Guj. Tr . ** Sleep.— Guj. Tr. 


FARGARD XVIII. 


129 


41. Turn yourselves not away from the three best things, good 
thought, word, and work. 

42. Turn yourselves away from the three evil things, evil 
thought, word, and work. 

43. For the first third of the night, the fire (the son) of Ahura- 
Mazda asks the Master of the house for protection ; “ Stand lip, 
0 Master of the house 

44. “ Put on thy clothes, wash thine hands, seek fire-wood 
and bring it hither to me, make me shining with the pure fire¬ 
wood, with washed hands.” 

45. “ To me might the Azis created by the Daevas come, 
who appears to snatch me from the world.” 7 

46. For the second third of the night, the fire (the son) of 
Ahura-Mazda asks the husbandman for protection : “ 0 active 
husbandman, lift thyself up!” 8 

47. “ Put on thy clothes, wash thine hands, seek fire-wood, 
bring it hither to me, make me shining with the pure fire-wood, 
with washed hands, else the Azis created by the Daevas might 
come, who appears to snatch me from the world. 9 ’ 

48. For the third third of the night, the fire asks the holy 
Qraosha for protection : “ 0 holy Qraosha, Beautiful!”* 

49. Then het brings me to the fire-wood of the corporeal 
world, to the purified with washed hands. 

50. Else might Azis created by the Daevas come thither, who 
appears in order to snatch me from the world. 

51. Then this holy Qraosha wakes up the bird which bears the 
name of Parodars, 0 holy Zarathustra; 

52. Whom evil-speaking men call Kahrkatac. Then lifts up 
thi3 bird his voice at every divine dawn : “ ritand up, ye men, 
praise the best purity, destroy the Daevas, there runs up to you 
the Daeva Bushyan^a with long hands, this sends to sleep again 
the whole corporeal world when it is awakened. Long sleep, 
0 man, becomes thee not. Turn yourselves not away from the 
three best things, good thought, word, and work; turn yourselves 
aw T ay from the three evil things, evil thought, word, aud work.” 9 

53. Then speaks he : “ Friend, arise,” to those who lie on the 
bed. 

54. “ Arise, it is day.” (?) 10 

55. Whoso first arises, he comes to Paradise. 

56. Whoso first brings pure fire-wood to the fire (the son) of 
Ahura-Mazda, with washed hands, 

57. Him will the fire bless ,% contented without hate, and 
satisfied. 

* Lit. “ Well-increased,” or “ well-grown.” The Guj. Tr. has “ Beautiful/’ which 
we have adopted in preference to cither of the above awkward phrases. 

f Some one.— Guj. Tr. + “ Be contented,” etc.— Guj. Tr. 

9 
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58. “ To thee may a herd of cattle arise 

59. u And abundance of men.” * * **• 

60. “ May it happen according to the desire of thy mind, 
according to the desire of thy soul.” 

61. “ Increase, live the whole time of thy life, as long as 
thou wilt live.” 

62. This is the blessing of the fire for him who brings it fire¬ 
wood, dry, combustible, old. 

63. On account of the blessing of purity for the pure. 

64. He who gives me t these birds, a pair, a male and female, 
to a pure man in purity and goodness, 0 holy Zarathustra; 

65. Let him believe that he has effected the gift of a dwelling, 

66. With a thousand J pillars, a thousand rafters, ten thousand § 
windows, a hundred thousand watch-towers. 

67. He who gives meat of the size of the body of this my 
bird Parodars; 11 

68. I will not ask this man a second question, I who am 
Ahura-Mazda; 

69. At his entrance into Paradise. 

70. The holy Qraosha asked the Drukhs, 

71. With club uplifted (i.e. threatening her with his club) : j| 12 

72. *< Drukhs, thou who eatest not If and workest not,” 13 

73. “ Art thou it alone in the corporeal world, which becomes 
pregnant without cohabitation ? ” 

74. To him answered this Drukhs : Qraosha, Holy, Beautiful! 

75. I do not in the whole corporeal world become pregnant 
without cohabitation. 

76. There are four men like me ; 

77. These cover ft me as other men cover women by lying 
with (them). 

78. The holy Qraosha asked the Drukhs, with club uplifted: 
Drukhs, thou who eatest not and labourest not, who is' the first 
of these men ? 

79. Then answered him the Daevi Drukhs: Qraosha, Holy, 
Beautiful! 

80. This is the first of these men : 

81. If a man does not give the worthless garments, when he 
is begged for them,^ to a pure man in purity and goodness ; 


* Active hands.— Gttj. Tr. 

f That is, “on my account.” See note to v. 25. The Gttj. Tr. has “my birds.” 
J One hundred.— Gttj. Tr. 

§ Large and small.— Gttj. Tr. The Guj. Tr. omits “ windows,” etc. 

|| In the German edition, “ With club laid aside;” but Professor Spiegel has since 
adopted the reading in our text, which agrees with the Guj. Tr. 

U Art helpless and powerless, etc.— Guj. Tr. 

**• My youthful lovers.— Guj. Tr. ft That is, copulate with. 

++ If a man having means to give and docs not give.— Guj. Tr. 
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82. This (man) covers* me as other men cover* women by 
lying with (them). 

83. The holy Qraosha asked the Drukhs, with club uplifted: 
Drukhs, thou who eatest not and labourest not, what is the 
atonement? 

84. Him answered the Daevi Drukhs : Qraosha, Holy, 
Beautiful! 

85. This is the atonement for it: 

86. That a man gives of the meaner garments to a holy man f 
without being asked for them, in purity and goodness; 

S7. This man destroys my pregnancy, like as a four-footed 
wolfj tears the child from the mother. 

88. The holy Qraosha asked the Drukhs, with club uplifted: 
Drukhs, thou who eatest not and labourest not, who is the second 
of the men ? 

89. Then answered him the Daevi Drukhs: Qraosha, Holy, 
Beautiful! 

90. This is the second of these my men : 

91. If a man with the foot placed forwards makes water on 
the foot; | 

92. This covers me as other men by lying with them cover 
women. 

93. The holy Qraosha asked the Drukhs, with club uplifted : 
Drukhs, thou who eatest not and labourest not, what is the 
atonement for him ? 

94. Ilim answered the Drukhs: Qraosha, Holy, Beautiful! 

95. This is the atonement for him : 

96. If a man after he has stood up (within) three steps, 

97. Recites Ashem-vohu three times, humatananm twice, 
hukhshathrotemai three times, speaks ahuna-vairya four times, 
and prays the yerihe-hatanm. 

98. This man destroys my pregnancy like as a four-footed 
wolf tears a child from the mother. 

99. The holy Qraosha asked the Drukhs, with club uplifted: 
Drukhs, thou who eatest not and labourest not, who is the third 
of these men ? 

100. Then answered him the Daevi Drukhs: Qraosha, Holy, 
Beautiful! this is the third of these my men : 

101. If any one in his sleep emits his seed, || 

102. This man covers me as other men cover women by lying 
with (them). 

103. The holy Qraosha asked the Drukhs, with club uplifted: 

* Causes me to conceive.— Guj. Tr. 

t Having little power (nevertheless) gives to a holy man. — Guj. Tr. 

X Tiger.— Guj. Tr. § If the water runs up to his heel. — Guj. Tr. 

if On his thigh.— Guj. Tr. 
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Drukhs, thou who eatest not and labourest not, what is the 
atonement for him ? 

104. Then answered him the Daevi Drukhs: Qraosha, Holy, 
Beautiful! 

105. This is the atonement for him: 

106. If a man after he is awaked from sleep prays the aslietn- 
vohu three times, 

107. Recites humatanahm twice, hukhshathrotemai three 
times, ahuna-vairya four times, and prays the y6nhe-hatanm, 
this one destroys my pregnancy like as a four-footed wolf tears 
a child from the mother. 

108. Then will he speak to Qpenta-armaiti: “Qpenta-armaiti,” 

109. “This man* I give to thee; give me this one back again,” 

110. “ At the time of the resurrection.” 14 

111. “ Acquainted with the Gathas, knowing the Yacnas, the 
traditions with virtue, having the Manthra as a body.” 15 

112. “Then give him a name:f 'Fire-given/ ‘ Fire-origi¬ 
nated/ f Citadel of Fire/ ‘ Region of Fire/ or any other name, 
one given by f the fire.” 

113. The holy Qraosha asked the Drukhs, with club uplifted: 
Drukhs, thou who eatest not and labourest not, who is the 
fourth of these men ? 

114. Then answered him the Daevi Drukhs: Qraosha, Holy, 
Beautiful! this is the fourth of these men. 

115. If a man who is above fifteen years practises unchastity 
without Kosti and band: § Immediately after the fourth pace we 
do occupy him, his tongue and his feet. 16 

116. (Such men) are afterwards able to go along in the world 
of purity as sorcerers, and to kill the corporeal world of purity. 17 

117. The holy Qraosha asked the Drukhs, with club uplifted: 
Drukhs, thou who eatest not and labourest not, what is the 
atonement for him ? 

118. Hereupon answered him the Daevi Drukhs: Qraosha, 
Holy, Beautiful! 

119. There is not an atonement for him. 

120. If a man after his fifteenth year rushes forward as a 
paramour without Kosti and band : when he has made four 
steps immediately we do occupy him, his tongue and his feet; 

121. lie is afterwards able to go along in the corporeal world 
as a slayer and a sorcerer, he slays the corporeal world of purity. 

122. Ask me, O Bure! me the Creator, the Holiest, Wisest, 
who most gives answer when he is asked, so will it be well 
with thee, so wilt thou attain to holiness if thou askest me. 


* M;ile. — Gnj. Tr. 

X Belonging to.— Guj. Tr. 


f Mnkc hint renowned.— Gnj. Tr. 
§ Without proper sense.— Giy. Tr . 
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Zarathustra asked: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, Holy, Creator of 
the corporeal world, Pure One! 

123. Who practises on thee, Thou who art Ahura-Mazda, the 
greatest revenge, who inflicts on thee the greatest wound ? 

124. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: lie who mixes the seed 
of the pious and* the impious,t of the worshippers of the Daevas 
and those who do not worship the Daevas, of the sinners and the 
sinless. 

125. A third (part) J of the water, the wet-flowing, the strong, 
does he make dry by looking at it,§ 0 Zarathustra. 

126. Of a third of the trees, the flourishing, the beautiful, with 
golden fruit, does he destroy the increase, by looking at them, 
0 Zarathustra. 

127. A third of the covering || of Qpenta-armaiti does he destroy 
by looking at it, O Zarathustra. 18 

128. A third of the pure men, who think, speak, and do much 
good, who are strong, victorious, and very pure, does he destroy 
by going up to If them, 0 Zarathustra. 

129. On account of these, I say to thee, 0 holy Zarathustra, 
that they are rather to be killed than poisonous snakes; * # 

130. Than wolves with claws ; + t 

131. Than a female wolf which goes hunting when they attack 
the world. 

132. Than a lizard§§ which consists of a thousand droughts 
(when) it ascends to the water. 

133. Ask me,UK 0 Pure! me the Creator, the Holiest, 
Wisest, who willingly gives answer when he is asked, so will it 
be well with thee, so wilt thou obtain holiness, if thou askest me. 
Zarathustra asked: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, Holiest, Creator of 
the corporeal world, Pure One! 

134. He who lies with a woman affected with marks, signs, 
and blood, with full consciousness (and) knowledge of his culpa¬ 
bility, who (is) knowing, aware, and culpable; 

135. What is his repentance there-for, what his atonement; 
what are the acts (wherewith) the sinner removes (the punish¬ 
ment) ? 

136. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: He who lies with a woman 
affected with marks, signs, and blood, designedly, and in con- 

* Within.— Guj. Tr. + Commits fornication.— Guj. Tr. 

| Strength of the water which flows from mountains.— Guj. Tr. 

§ The German has “through heedlessness.” This ami the three following verses 
have been corrected by Professor Spiegel. 

|| Protection. — Guj. Tr. 11 Into argument with.— Guj. Tr. 

* * They are very pernicious, like a black adder.— Guj. Tr. 
ft As a roaring tiger.— Guj. Tr. 

+ + As a tiger when he pounces in the wilderness. — Guj. Tr. 

§§ As a thousand land-frogs leap in the water.— Guj. Tr. 

Ill] Again.— Guj. Tr. 
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sciousness of liis culpability, who is knowing, aware, and culp 
able; 

137. He shall kill* a thousand head of small cattle.f 

138. Of all cattle let him bring the small cattle} as an offering 
to the fire, with purity and goodness: 

139. With the arms shall he bring (offerings) to the good 
water; 

140. A thousand loads of§ hard wood, well-hewn,|| well-dried, 
shall he carry to the fire in purity and goodness; 

141. A thousand loads of soft wood, Urvanii, Vohu-gaona, 
Hadha-naepata,H or any other of the odoriferous woods, let him 
bring to the fire in purity and goodness : 19 

142. Let him bind together a thousand bundles for the 
Berecma; 

143. A thousand Zaothras with Ilaoma and flesh, proven pure, 
purified with Dahmas, proven with Dahmas, together with the 
trees which I call Hadha-naepata, let him bring to the good 
water with purity and goodness. 

144. Let him kill a thousand snakes which creep upon the 
belly ; two thousand others : 

145. Let him kill a thousand lizards** which live on land; 
two thousand water-efts: 

146. Let him kill a thousand ants which carry away the corn; 
two thousand others: 

147. Let him lay thirty bridges over running water : 

148. Let him strike one thousand blows with the horse-goad, 
one thousand with the Qraosho-charana : 

149. That is his punishment, his atonement, his counter-per¬ 
formance, wherewith the guilty one removes (the punishment). 

150. If he removes it he comes to the place of the pure. 

151. If he does not remove it, then he comes to the place 
which is appointed for the wicked; 

152. The dark, which springs from darkness, to darkness. 


NOTES TO FARGARD XVIII. 

1 Y. 2. The words, “ without being girded according to the law,” 
are explained in the Huzvaresh gloss, “they do not think of the law.” 

2 V. 12 . It is possible that the words aqikhsho and a^iujhayo are 
interpolated, as they are wanting in the Huz. Tr. This, however, can¬ 
not be affirmed with certainty, because the whole Fargard is in evident 
disorder in all the MSS. with a translation. 

* Bring.— Guj. Tr. f (Owned) by great exertions.— Guj. Tr. 

J All these eaitle, with silver and odoriferous wood.— Guj. Tr. 

§ “A thousand loads of" is not in the Guj. Tr. || Inspected.— Guj. Tr. 

11 Pomegranate,— Guj. Tr. ** Frogs.— Guj. Tr. 
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3 Y. 15. Gloss. “ Who learns something good.” 

4 Yv. 27-28. This passage is beyond doubt corrupt. The IIuz. Tr. 
breaks off in the middle and commences another passage which does not 
belong to this part. As the words stand they are almost meaningless. 

6 Y. 37. Or, as the Huz. Tr. has it, “the Daevas are driven away.” 
For the Daeva Bushyangta, in v. 38, see the Note to Farg. XI. 29. 

6 Y. 40. Oachaiti does not here mean “to go,” but is impersonal and 

= N. P. J. 

7 Yv. 43-45. Cf. Burnouf, Etudes , i., p. 351 ff. The grammatical 
construction of v. 45 is not very clear, but I have kept to the tradition 
as it is found in Wilson’s translation {The Parsi Religion , etc., p. 224), 
which runs: “ Because Azis (Beva), the production of the devil from the 
beginning, wishes to put me out of the world.” To which is added in a 
Note : “ Or, as the Desturs explain it, to extinguish me bg damp.” 

8 Y. 46. This is the only passage in the Yendidad in which the word 
fshuga is actually translated. See my treatise, “ Ueber einige einges- 
chobene Stcllcn, etc.,” p. 41 ff. 

9 Yv. 51-52. It is easy to see from the context that the bird Par6- 
dars or Kahrkataq is the cock. The name Kahrkataq is, as Koth justly 
observes, onomatopoetic, like the Skr. Krikavdka. In the Sad-der 


(Porta xxxvi.) occurs the following curious passage: “ Those who are 
sincere in religion . . . ivhen they observe the crowing of a cock (uttered 
bgJ a hen ought not to kill that hen on account of the omen, because they 
have no right to kill her . For in Persia if a hen becomes a cock she 


ivill break the wicked devil,” etc. 

10 Y. 54. The text is corrupt and the verse only translated conjccturally. 

11 Y. 67. Namely, “ to the pure man,” as the Huz. gloss adds. 

12 V. 71. There is a gloss to this verse: “Hence it is clear that a 
confession through fear is no confession.” [According to this gloss, 
the translation should be, “With club laid aside,” as in the German 
text; but Professor Spiegel approves of the Gujerati Translation, which 
is exactly the reverse.] It should be noted that the Drukhs is here 
specially termed feminine; Daevi, not Daeva. 

13 Y. 72. Although the Parsces believe that in the beginning man¬ 
kind did not eat, and that at the end of all things they will return to a 
like condition (cf. Bundchcsh, cap. xxxi. init.), yet, under present cir¬ 
cumstances, they regard eating as something good (see also Farg. III. 
112 ff.) Hence it follows that the bad spirits arc represented as eating 
nothing. In the Sad-der (Porta xxv.) it is said: “ Beware of fasting, 
for to eat nothing from morning until evening is not good in our religion .” 

11 Y. 101-110. Cf. Anquetil, Z. A. v. ii., p. 119: “ S'il arrive que 
pendant la nuit on se souille involontairement il faut se lever, dire le 
Khosehnoumen de Sapandomad, prendre de Vurine de bccuf (laver son 
habit on son drap avec cctte urine ) et verser cela sur la terre. Sapan¬ 
domad qui preside a la terre cn formera un enfant qui dans le del sera 
donne d celui qui a obei a ce precepte. In v. 110, “ Frashmo-kereti ” is 
the Parsec “ frashegard ” (vriddhi-karita in Ncrios.), = “ the time of the 
resurrection of the dead,” or perhaps the time immediately before the 
resurrection, the period during which the separated limbs will again 
unite. 
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15 Y. 111. The words “paiti parstem fracanhem ” are important, as 
they must refer either to the Vendidad composed in form of dialogue, or 
some work resembling it. In the former case this passage must be of 
somewhat later date. 

16 Y. 115. The Sad-der, Porta Lxix., says: “ It is enjoined that thou 
beware of having intercourse with a harlot. Whoever has lain once with a 
harlot , intellect and knowledge will depart fromhhn during forty daysf etc. 

17 V. 116. This verse has dropped out of the Huz. Tr. The MSS. 
here are in great confusion. 

18 Y. 127. That is, the shrubs and grasses. Cpenta-armaiti is here 
put for the earth itself. 

19 Y. 141. Cf. Fargard XIY. 5 ff. 


FARGARD XIX.—INTRODUCTION. 

Like the preceding, this Fargard seems to be but slightly 
connected with the rest of the Vendidad. It is, however, im¬ 
portant in itself, and was probably the original foundation of the 
Zertusht Nameh. 1. The Fargard commences with attempts on 
the part of Ahra-mainyus and the Drukhs to slay Zarathustra, 
who, however, defeats and renders them powerless, by reciting 
the Ahuna-vairya, whereupon a conversation ensues between 
Zarathustra and Ahra-mainyus, who tempts the Prophet by 
offering him worldly prosperity if he will curse the good 
Mazdayaenian law; but Zarathustra rejects the proposal, and 
remains victorious (v. 1-35). 2. Zarathustra asks Ahura-Mazda 
in what way he shall protect men and women from the Drukhs, 
and purify them, and is ordered in reply to praise the good 
Mazdayacnian law, the Amesha-cpentas, the heavens, etc. etc. 
These praises occupy the greater part of the Fargard, and are 
mixed up with notices respecting the future state of the souls of 
the pure, and other matters (v. 36-139). 3. On hearing the 

preceding, Ahra-mainyus and the Daevas, after vainly counselling 
how to destroy Zarathustra, departed vanquished and baffled into 
hell (v. 140-147). Many parts of this Fargard have evidently 
been interpolated ; some earlier, some later, particularly the in¬ 
vocations v. 42-57 (except v. 49), and the praises in v. 113-139. 
These interpolations are further commented on in the notes to 
the respective passages. 
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1. From the north region, from the north regions, rushed 
forth Anra-mainyus, he who is full of death, the Daeva of the 
Daevas. 1 

2. Thus spake this evil-witting Ahra-mainyus, who is full of 
death: 

3. “ Drukhs ! run up, slay the pure Zarathustra.” 

4. The Drukhs ran round* him, the Daeva Buiti, the perish¬ 
able,t the deceiver of mortals. 

5. Zarathustra recited the prayer Ahuna-vairya : Yatha ahu 
vairyo. May they praise^ the good waters of the good Creation, 
and honour the Mazdaya 9 nian law. 

6. The Drukhs ran away from him grieved,§ the Daeva Buiti, 
the perishable, the deceiver of mortals. 

7. The Drukhs answered him (Ahra-mainyus) : Tormentor, 
Anra-mainyus! 

8. I do not see death in him, in the holy Zarathustra. 

9. Full of brightness is the pure Zarathustra. 

10. Zarathustra saw in the spirit : the wicked, evil-witting 
Daevas consult over my death. 

11. Zarathustra arose; Zarathustra went forward ; 

12. Un-injured|| by Aka-mana’s very tormenting questions ; 

13. Holding stones If in the hand—they are of the size of a 
Kata—the pure Zarathustra ; 2 

14. Which he had received from the Creator Ahura-Mazda; 

15. To keep them on the earth, the broad, round, bard to run 
through, in great strength, in the dwelling of Pourushacpa. 3 

10. Zarathustra informed Ahra-mainyus : “ Evil-witting Ahra- 
mainyus ! 

17. I will smite the creation which was created by the Daevas, 

I will smite the Natjus which the Daevas have created.” 

18. “ I will smite the Pari whom one prays to (?)** until 
Qaoshyan 9 ( i.e . the Profiting) is born, the victorious, out of the 
water Kancaoya.” 4 

19. “ From the east region, from the eastern regions.” 

20. Him answered Anra-mainyus, who has created the wicked 
creatures :++ 


* Upon.— Guj. Tr. 

+ He praised, etc. — Guj. Tr. 
|| To injure.— Guj. Tr. 

** Idol worship.— Guj. Tr. 


t The secret promoter of death.— Guj. Tr. 
§ “Grieved” is notin the Guj. Tr. 

“ Nogara” in the Guj. Tr. 
ft Of evil understanding.— Guj. Tr. 
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21. “ Do not slay my creatures, O pure Zarathustra !” 

22. “Thou art the son of Pourushagpa, and hast life from a 
(mortal) mother.” 

23. “ Curse* the good Mazdayaenian law, obtain happiness 
as Vadhaghna,f the lord of the regions, has obtained it.” 

24. Him answered the holy Zarathustra : 

25. “ I will not curse # the good Mazdayaenian law 

26. “ Not if bones, soul, and vital-power, were to separate 
themselves asunder.” J 

27. Him answered Anra-mainyus who has created the evil 
creatures : 

28. “ By whose ^ word wilt thou smite, by whose ^ word wilt 
thou annihilate, by what well-made arms (smite) my creatures, 
Anra-mainyus ?” 

29. Him answered the holy Zarathustra: 

30. “ Mortar, cup, Ilaoma, and the words which Ahura- 
Mazda has spoken; ” 

31. “ These are my best || weapons ; ” 

32. “ By this word will I smite, by this word will I annihilate, 
by these well-formed weapons (smite) 0 evil Anra-mainyus.” 

33. “ Which Qpenta-mainyus (i.e. Ahura-Mazda) created; he 
created in the infinite time.”If 5 

34. “ Which the Amesha-cpentas created,** the good Rulers, 
the Wise.” 

35. Zarathustra pronounced the Ahuna-vairya : Yatha ahu 
vairyo. 

36. The pure Zarathustra spake: This, I ask thee: tell me 
the right, 0 Lord! 

37-38.ft 

39. IIow shall 1 protect them from this Drukhs, from the evil 
Anra-mainyus? $ 

40. IIow shall I take away the uncleanness, that of [d man’s] 
self, how the uncleanness through others, how the Nacus from 
this Mazdayaenian dwelling-place? 

41. How shall I purify the pure man, how shall I bring purifi¬ 
cation to the pure woman? 

42. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: “ Praise thou, 0 Zarathus¬ 
tra, the good Mazdayaenian law. 

* Forsake. — Guj. Tr. + Zokak. — Guj. Tr. 

X Not for body, not for soul, etc. (will I) change. — Guj. Tr. 

§ W T hat.— Guj. Tr. • || Mightiest.— Guj. Tr. 

IT Which .... has given, which is given by the infinite time— Guj. Tr. 

** Gave. — Guj. Tr. 

ft V. 37-38 are unintelligible. See Ueber den xix. Fargard, etc. The Guj. Tr. 
renders them as follows : 37. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda, the Pure, for the 
instrument (Baliman) which torments the Daevas. 38. And the great Lord of purity 
(Ardibihist) and the increase of goodness (CpSnta-armaiti). 

X% Evil-uudcrstanding,— Guj. Tr. 
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43. Praise thou, 0 Zarathustra, these Amesha-gpentas (which 
rule) over the earth, consisting of seven Kcshvars. 

44. Praise thou, 0 Zarathustra, the self-created firmament, 
the infinite time, the air, which works on high. 

45. Praise thou, 0 Zarathustra, the swift wind, created by 
Ahura-Mazda; Qpenta-armaiti, the fair daughter of Ahura- 
Mazda. 

4G. Praise thou, 0 Zarathustra, my Fravaskis (Ferver) Ahura- 
Mazda^ ; 

47. *The greatest, best, fairest, strongest, most understanding, 
best formed, highest in holiness; 

48. Whose soul is the holy word. 

49. Of thyself, praise thou, 0 Zarathustra, this creation of 
Ahura-Mazda’s. 

50. Zarathustra gave me for answer : f 

51. I praise Ahura-Mazda, the creator of the pure creation. 

52. I praise Mithra who has a great territory, the victorious, 
the most brilliant of the victorious, the most victorious of the 
victorious. 

53. I praise Qraosha, the holy, beautiful, who holds a weapon 
in his hands against the head of the Daevas. 

54. I praise the holy word, J the very brilliant. 

55. I praise the heaven, the self-created, the never-ending 
time, the air which works above. 

56. I praise the wind, the swift, which Ahura-Mazda has 
created, and Qpenta (Armaiti), the fair daughter of Ahura- 
Mazda. 

57. I praise the good Mazdayagnian law, § the law against the 
Daevas from Zarathustra. 

58. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda: “ Creator of good, Ahura- 
Mazda. 

59. With what invocation shall I praise, by what invocation 
shall I laud this creation of Ahura-Mazda? 

60. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : “Go to the growing trees, 
0 holy Zarathustra; 

61. To the beautiful, flourishing, strong, and speak these words: 

62. Praise (to thee) tree, the good, created by Ahura-Mazda, 
pure. 

63. It will bring him the Beregma of the same length and 
breadth. 

64. Thou shalt not cut round the Berecma ( ix . throw it away), 
the holy men shall hold it in the left hand; 

65. Praising Ahura-Mazda, praising the Amesha-gpenta. 

* 'Which is the, etc.— Guj. TV. f Accepted what I said.— Guj\ Tr. 

t The Manthra Cp£uta. — Guj. Tr. 

§ Of Zarathustra (which is) distinct from the Daevas.— Guj. Tr. 
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66. Thee, 0 Haoma, golden, great, and the fair offerings of 
Vohu-mano (mankind) the good, created by* ** Ahura-Mazda, for 
the holy, best. 

67. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda: All-wise Ahura-Mazda ! 

68. Thou art without sleep, Thou art without drunkenness, + 
Thou who art Ahura-Mazda! 6 

69. Vohu-mano (man) defiles (himself) directly. Vohu-mano 
defiles (himself) indirect^, by the body which the Daevas have 
slain, by the Daeva he defiles (himself) [how] is Vohu-mano 
(man) clean? 7 

70. Then spake Ahura-Mazda: Seek the urine of a bull, 0 
Zarathustra (seek for that purpose), a young ox which is properly 
gelded. J 

71. Bring it purified to the earth which was given by Ahura. 

72. Let the man who purifies draw a furrow. 

73. Let him pray a hundred holy prayers : Ashem vohu, etc. 

74. Let him recite the Ahuna-vairya two hundred times: 
Yatha, ahu vairyo. 8 

75. Let him wash himself four times with the urine of a fitting 
cow, twice with water, with that given by Ahura-Mazda. 

76. Then will Vohu-mano § be clean, then will the man be 
clean. 

77. Let Vohu-mano lift up (the garment) with the left arm 
on the right, with the right arm on the left. 9 

78. Then let Vohu-mano invoke || the lofty created lights that 
(some of) the stars created by the Baghas^f may shine on it (the 
garment). 

79. Until that nine nights are passed by. 

80. Then after nine nights let him bring Zaothra (Zor) for the 
fire, let him bring hard wood for the fire, let him bring different 
kinds of fragrance for the fire. 

81. Let Vohu-mano (the man) fumigate it (the garment). 

82. Purified is V6hu-mano, purified is the man. 

83. Let Vohu-mano lift up (the garment) with the left arm 
on the right, with the right arm on the left. 

84. Let Vohu-mano say : Praise to Ahura-Mazda, praise to 
the Amesha- 9 pentas, praise to the rest of the pure. 

85. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda: All-wise Ahura- 
Mazda ! 

86. “ Shall I invitethe holy man, shall I invite the holy 
woman, shall I invite the sinful of the evil-Daeva-worshipping 
men? 


* Gift from.— Guj. Tr. f Not in the Guj. Tr. % Not gelded.— Giy. Tr. 
§ Good thought.— Guj. Tr. j| Expose in, etc.— Giy. Tr. 

H In proportion.— Guj. Tr. 

** Will they rise ? — Guj. Tr. (An allusion to the Resurrection.) 
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87. Shall they spread abroad over the earth running water, 
growing fruits of the field, and other goods?* 

88. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Invite,10 pure Zarathustra. 

89. Creator! Where are those tribunes, where do they as¬ 
semble, where do they come together, at which a man of the 
corporeal world gives accountJ for his soul? 10 

90. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: After the man is dead, 
after the man is departed, after his going, the wicked evil¬ 
knowing Daevas do work (?). 

91. In the third night, after § the coming and lighting of the 
dawn. 

92. And when the victorious Mithra places himself on the 
mountains with pure splendour; 

93. And the brilliant sun arises ; 

94. Then the Daeva Vizaresho by name, 0 holy Zarathustra, 
leads the souls bound, the sinful-living, of the wicked Daeva- 
worshipping men. 11 

95. To the ways which were created by Time, comes he who 
is godless and he who is holy. 

96. To the bridge Chinvat (comes he) the created by Ahura- 
Mazda, where they interrogate the consciousness and the soul 
regarding the conduct || 

97. Practised in the corporeal world. 

98. Thither comes the beautiful, well-created, swift, and well- 
formed (soul). 

99. Accompanied by a dog^f.** 12 

100. This leads away the souls of the pure over the Ilara- 
berezaiti (Alborj), 

101. Over the bridge Chinvat it brings the host of the heavenly 
Yazatas. 

102. Vohu-mano arises from his golden throne. 

103. Vohu-mano speaks : How hast thou, O Pure! come hither? 

104. From the perishable world to the imperishable world? 

105. The pure souls go contented, 

106. To the golden thrones of Ahura-Mazda, of the Amesha- 
9 pentas; 

107. To Garo-nemana, the dwelling of Ahura-Mazda, the 
dwelling of the Amesha-^pentas, the dwelling of the other pure. 

10S. The smell of the soul of the pure man, who has purified 
himself, does so affright the bad evil-witting Daevas, 

109. As sheep enclosed by wolves do dread these wolves. 

* And him who spreads, etc., running water, him who grows fruit, etc.— Guj. Tr. 

f The) 7 shall rise.— Guj. Tr. f Receives reward.— Guj. Tr. § At.— Guj. Tr. 

|| To the bridge Chinvat created by Ahura-Mazda, where the soul wishes the re¬ 
ward for its conduct.— Guj. Tr. 

If Ilis children, labour, and good actions, accompany him in the shape of a dog. 
— Guj. 'Tr. ** The other words are not clear.— Spiegel. 



142 


VENDIDAD. 


110. The pure men are together with him ; 

111. Nairyoganha is together with him. 

112. A messenger of Ahura-Mazda is Nairyocanha. 

113. Of thyself praise, 0 Zarathustra, the Creation of Ahura- 
Mazda. 

114. Zarathustra gave me for answer :* 

115. I praise Ahura-Mazda, who has made the pure Creation. 

116. I praise the earth which Ahura has created, the water 
which Ahura has created, and the pure trees : 

117. I praise the sea, Vouru-kasha ; 13 

118. I praise the shining heaven ; 

119. I praise the lights without a beginning,! the self-created; 

120. I praise the best place of the pure (Paradise), the shining, 
adorned with all brightness. 

121. I praise Garo-nmana, the abode of Ahura-Mazda, the 
abode of the Amesha-gpentas, the abode of the other pure. 11 

122. I praise the mid-world, the self-created,! and the bridge 
Chinvat created by Ahura-Mazda. 15 

123. I praise the good Qaoka, who possesses many eyes. ^ 16 

124. I praise the strong Fravashis of the pure, which are 
profitable to all creatures. 

125. I praise Verethraglma created by Ahura-Mazda, the 
carrier of light created by Ahura-Mazda. 

126. I praise the star Tistar, the shining, brilliant, who has 
the body of a bull and golden hoofs. || 17 

127. I praise theGathas, the holy, who rule the times,If the pure. 

128. I praise the Gatha Ahuna-vaiti; 1 praise the Gatha Usta- 
vaiti; I praise the Gatha Qpenta-mainyus ; I praise the Gatha 
Vohu-khshathrem ; I praise the Gatha Vahistoistois. 18 

129. I praise that Karshvare Arezahe Qavahe ; I praise that 
Karshvare Fradadafslm Vidadhafshu; I praise that Karshvare 
Vouru-barsti Vouru-jarsti; I praise the Karshvare Qjmiratha- 
bami. 19 

130. I praise Haetumat, the beaming, shining. 

131. I praise Ashi-vanuhi; I praise the right wisdom. 

132. I praise the brightness of the Aryan regions; I praise 
Yima-khshaeta, possessing good herds. 

133. The holy Qraosha when he is praised is content and ac¬ 
cepts with love. Beautiful and victorious is the holy Qraosha. 

134. Bring Zaothra for the fire, bring hard wood for the fire, 
bring different kinds of odoriferous (woods). 

135. Praise the fire Vazista, which smites the Daeva Qpen- 
jaglira. 

* Praise me 0 Zarathustra.— Guj. Tr. f Innumerable.— Guj. TV. 

J I praise always the self-acting throne.— Guj. TV. 

§ Who is the fountain of hope.— Guj. Tr . || Horns.— Guj. TV. 

U The ruler.— Guj. Tr. 
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136. Bring dressed food, perfect,* seething. 

137. Praise the holy Qraosha. 

138. May Qraosha smite the Daeva Kunda, Baiia, and Vibana. 

139. He who seizes the sinful life of the men who belong to 
the Drujas, the godless Daeva-worshippers. 

140. Thus spake the evil-witting Anra-mainyus, who is full 
of death : What will the wicked, evil-witting Daevas bring to¬ 
gether to the head of Argzura? 20 

141. They run, they consult,+ the wicked evil-witting Daevas: 

142. “ The evil eye,” thought the wicked evil-witting Daevas, 
“ this will we bring together to the head of ArSzura.” 

143. “ Born, alas ! is the pure Zarathustra in the dwelling of 
Pourushacpa.” 

144. “ How shall we compass his death? He is the weapon 
with which they smite the Daevas; he is the opposition of the 
Daevas.” 

145. “This one takes away their might from the Drukhs, 
there (flee away) the wicked Daeva-worshippers.” 

146. “ (Away hastens) the Nacns whom the Daevas have 
created, and the false lie.” 

147. They consult, they run, the wicked evil-witting Daevas 
to the bottom of Hell, the dark, the bad, the evil. 


NOTES TO FARGARD XIX. 

1 V. 1. u Apakhtara” is the North region from whence the Baevas 
issue, and to which they retreat when driven away by the Mazdayagnian 
ceremonies. 

3 V. 13. “ Agano ” probably = Skr. “agna.” 

3 Y. 15. This verse is by no means clear. See my treatise Ueber 
den xix. Fargard des Vendidad, and Weber, Indisehe Studien, i., 
p. 364 ff. 

4 Y. 18. Caoshyang is the future part, of gu = “ to profit,” and 
denotes the King, the Saviour, who is expected by the Parsees to come 
at the end of all things and accomplish the resurrection, after which he 
will establish a kingdom full of untroubled happiness. 

5 Y. 33. Yerses 33, 44, and 55 are important as regard the doctrine 
of the “endless time” (Zrvana-akarana). See my treatise on this in 
the Zeitsehr. der Deutseh morgenl. Ges. v., p. 221 ff. 

6 Y. 68. Ahura-Mazda is without sleep, because Anra-mainyus has 
no power over him. According to the Parsees, sleep is accounted as 
something bad, and ordained by Anra-mainyus. See also Farg. XI. 
28, and Farg. XVIII. 38-39. 

7 Y. 69. The chief difficulty of this verse lies in the word Vohu- 
mano, which usually signifies one of the Amesha-gpentas (Bahman). 


Sweet.— Guj. Tr . 


f Cried. — Guj. Tr . 
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The Huz. Tr. explains it by “man,” but the word should be translated 
here “the good-minded.” 

8 Y. 74. All the prescribed prayers are written in the dialect of the 
second part of the Yagna. 

9 Y. 77. In this verse, and in v. 83, Dashina and hdvaya (“ right” and 
“left”) are adverbs; hence the awkwardness of the literal translation. 

10 Y. 89 ff. This passage is an important one, and taken in conjunc¬ 
tion with v. 26, is a proof that at the time the Yendidad was composed 
the resurrection of the body was not recognized by the Parsees. The 
souls of the pious go direct to Paradise, and the souls of the wicked to 
hell. In the Khorda-Avesta, xxxviii., there is a similar account of the 
future state, but with many amplifications. 

11 Y. 94. The fate of the wicked is here rather hinted at than ex¬ 
pressed clearly. In the Khorda-Avesta (1. c.) is a much fuller account. 

12 Y. 99. I have preserved this singular translation (“ with the 
dog”), because it is attested by the tradition, although gpdnavati 
seems rather compounded of gpdno = “ holiness,” than gpd = “ a dog.” 
Por paguvaiti I can find no better explanation than “ with cattle.” 

13 Y. 117. “ Youru-kasho” (= “having far shores”) is the name of 
the fabulous sea already mentioned in Earg. Y. 50 ff. 

14 Y. 121. Paradise and Garo-nmana, the abode of Ahura-Mazda, 
appear to have been distinguished apart in the earliest times. The 
adoption of three Paradises ( cf Pars! Gram., p. 180) and seven heavens 
is later. In the TJlema-i-Islam the seven heavens are thus enumerated : 

fij ^ v/d i/i j Jir* lA j ^ y/i 

(t.e. 9ti) A?, j 

15 Y. 122. Migvana , from mith= “to unite,” is the world named 
above jb. In the Yiraf-Nameh and Mkh. it is called Hameg- 
tegan, and is the world in which the souls are placed whose good and 
bad deeds are equally balanced. Migvana is between heaven and earth, 
and the souls in it have to suffer both cold and heat. 

16 Y. 123. Caoka, literally “ profit,” is the name of a female divinity. 

17 Y. 126. Tistrya is the star so often mentioned in the Khorda-Avesta. 

18 Y. 128. These are the five festivals which are distinguished by the 
name “ Eravardian,” or “ Eravardeghan.” 

19 Y. 129. The Kareshvarcs are the later Keshvars, viz., the seven 
parts which came into existence when the earth beeame softened by the 
water which Tistar poured down upon it to destroy the Khrafgtras 
created by Anra-mainyus. They are probably related to the seven 
Dvipas of the Indians (cf. Zeitseh. der Deutseh. morgenl. Gesellsch. vi., 
85 ff), and must not be confounded with the seven Klimas. 

20 Y. 140. Arezura is a mountain, not a Daeva. 


FARGARD XX.—INTRODUCTION. 

Tnis Fargard contains merely an account of Thrita, the first 
physician, together with a few invocations, etc., apparently 
interpolated. 
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1. Zarathustraasked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, 
Holiest, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure! Who is the first of 
the men skilled in medicine?* 1 

2. Of the acting,f 2 

3. Of the sovereign,$ 3 

4. Of the able,§ 4 

5. Of the brilliant, 5 

6. Of the strong, 6 

7. Of the first-established,|| 7 

8. Who kept back sickness to sickness,^] - death to death ; 

9. Who kept back Vazemno-aijti ;** 

10. Who kept back the heat of the fire from the body of men ? 

11. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Thrita was the first of men, 
0 holy Zaratkustra of the healing, of the active, of the sove¬ 
reign, of the able, of the brilliant, of the strong, of the first- 
established, who kept back sickness to sickness, who kept back 
death to death, who kept back Vazemno-ayti, the heat of the fire 
from the body of men. 

12. He desired a means as a favour from Khshathra-vairya ; 

13. To withstand sickness, to withstand death, to withstand 
pain, to withstand fever-heat. 

14. To withstand the evil rottenness and the dirt which Aiira- 
mainyus has brought to the bodies of men. 

15. Then brought I forth, I who am Ahura-Mazda, the heal¬ 
ing trees. 

16. Many hundreds, many thousands, many tens of thousands, 

17. Round about the one Gaokerena. 8 

18. All praise we, all laud we, all pray we here to this body 
of the man. 

19. Sickness I curse thee, death I curse thee, pain I curse 
thee, fever I curse thee ; 

20. Wickedness I curse thee. 

21. Through whose increase do we smite the Druj ? We smite 
the Druj through increase. 

22. Whose reign is strengthening for those like us, 0 Ahura? 9 

* "Who are the pious men ?— Guj. Tr. f W r ise. — Guj. Tr. 

t Successful.— Guj. Tr. § Fortunate.— Guj. Tr. Jj First just.— Guj. Tr. 

H That is, prevented sickness from spreading. ** Smiting scimitar.— Guj. Tr. 

10 
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23. I combat sickness, I combat death, I combat suffering, I 
combat fever; 

24. I combat evil corruption, the dirt which Anra-mainyus has 
created in the bodies of these men; 

25. I combat all sickness and all death, all Yatus and Pairikas, 
all the slaying, wicked (Daevas). 

26. Hither may the wished-for Airyema come for joy to the 
men and women of Zarathustra. 

27. For joy for Vohu-mano; may he grant the reward to be 
desired after the law. 

28. I wish the good purity of the pure. Great be Ahura- 
Mazda. 10 

29. May Airyema, the desirable, smite every sickness and 
death, all Yatus and Pairikas, all the slaying, wicked (Daevas). 


NOTES TO FARGARD XX. 

1 Y. 1. Thamauanuhatafim — “ skilled in healing.” The name Qama 

is evidently allied to this word. See Roth in the Zeitschr. der Deutsch. 
morgenl. Gesell. ii., p. 216 ff. The Huz. Tr. has Cf. 

Parsi “paharej.” 

2 V. 2. The Hnz. Tr. has a gloss, “ The wise as Kaus.” 

3 Y. 3. Gloss, “ As Jamshi'd.” 

4 Y. 4. Gloss, “ Rich as Pat^rub.” 

5 Y. 5. Gloss, “ Eminent as Zartusht.” 

6 Y. 6. Gloss, “ As Kersa^p.” 

7 Y. 7. Gloss, “As Hoshang. ,, “ Paradhata v = Gloss, 

u The meaning of i first- established ’ is that he first introduced govern¬ 
ment into the world.” 

8 Y. 17. “ Gaokerena” is expressly explained in the Huz. Tr. as the 
“ white Homa,” respecting which there are many passages in the later 
Parsi writings. Thus in the Rundehesh (fol. 119, vso. 1. 1): u JYear 
by this tree (namely Jat-Ms) grows the white Ilom in the source of Ard- 
uisur, whosoever eats of it becomes immortal; it is called the tree Gokarn.” 
According to the Mkh. {cf. Parsi Gram., p. 172) it grows in the Sea 
Yar-kash (Youru-kasha), in the most hidden part, and the fish Khar- 
mahl moves continually round it to keep off the frogs and other evil 
creatures which seek to destroy it. 

9 Yv. 21-22. These verses seem corrupt, and the translation is doubt¬ 
ful. Part of the passage occurs also in Ya 9 na xxxi. 

10 Yv. 26-28. An interpolation, written in the dialect of the second 
part of the Yac;na. 
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FARGARD XXI.—INTRODUCTION. 

This Fargard, though only a fragment, and not one of the 
most intelligible, is interesting as a relic of that old Persian 
literature which related to Sabeanism or Star-worship. In its 
views, however, it belongs to the later development; and a 
passage in the Minokhired throws much light on its contents. 
In the passage alluded to, the Minokhired assigns the chief rank 
to the star Tistrya; next to him, to one called “ctara i aw 
chihara” (i.e. “afs chithra”) or “water-seeds;” a second is named 
“zami chihara” (earth-seeds); a third; “urvar chihara” (tree- 
seeds) ; and a fourth, “gocpend chihara” (cattle-seeds). All these 
stars were said to be created solely for the sake of men, doubtless 
because by furthering the growth and increase of those parts of 
the creation specially entrusted to them, they laboured for the 
prosperity of mankind. In further explanation of the passage 
affirming that the care of the water, etc., was entrusted to these 
stars, a passage may be cited from the Bundehesh (Cod. Ilavn. 
xx., fol. 104, ret. 1. 5 if.) in which it is stated that on the death 
of Gayo-mard a portion of his seed was given to the sun. That 
in a dry and arid region the clouds and rain should be regarded 
as the source of healing is not surprising. The Fargard com¬ 
mences with an invocation to the bull, which seems not to belong 
to it (v. 1-2). 2. Invocations to the clouds and rain (v. 3-19). 
3. Invocations to the sun (v. 20-30). 4. Invocations to the 
moon (v. 31-32). 5. Invocations to the stars (v. 33-3o). 
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FABGAED XXI. 

1. Praise be to thee, 0 holy bull, praise to thee, well-created 
cow, praise to thee thou who multipliest, praise to thee thou who 
makest to increase, praise to thee, gift of the Creator, for the 
best pure, for the pure yet unborn. * * * § 

2. Whom Jahi slays, the very hurtful, unclean, and wicked 
man, the godless, f 

8. The cloud gathers, it gathers 

4. The water up, the water down.J 

5. Down to the water it rains, as thousand-fold, ten thousand¬ 
fold rain,—speak, 0 pure Zarathustra; 1 

6. For the driving away of sickness, for the driving away of 
death; 

7. For the driving away of the sickness which smites (kills), 
for the driving away of death which smites ; § 

8. For the driving away of illness. || 

9. If it slays in the evening then may it (the cloud) heal in 
the clear day. 

10. If it slays in the clear day then may it heal in the night. 

11. If it slays in the night then may it heal in the morning- 
dawn. 

12. It shall rain down, 2 

13. With the rain, If 

14. Fresh water, fresh earth, fresh trees, fresh remedies,** 
fresh preparations of remedies. 

15. As the Sea Vouru-kasha is the meeting of the waters. 

16. Lift up thyself; go from the air to the earth, , 

17. From the earth to the air. 

18. Lilt up thyself, arise, 

19. Thou, for the sake of whose birth and increase Ahura- 
Mazda lias created the air, 

20. Go up, 0 shining Sun, with thy swift steeds over Hara- 
berezaiti and illumine the creatures. 

21. Lift up thyself thus if thou art worthy of honour, 

22. On the way which Ahura-Mazda has created; in the air 

* Praise, etc., 0 cow, giver of goodness .... giver of increase .... giver of re¬ 
freshment, (who) givest gifts to the best pure, etc.— Guj. Tr . 

f Fornicator. — Guj. Tr. 

j V. 3-4. The cloud gathers by gathering the best new water from above waters 
down — Guj. Tr. 

§ For smiting sickness, for smiting death.— Guj. Tr. || Army.— Guj. Tr. 

II liy the rain.— Guj. Tr. * * Health.— Guj, Tr. 
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which the Baghas have created, on that created (way) abound¬ 
ing with water.* 3 

23. Then (spake the Holy Word) before that Manthra-cpenta :f 4 

24. I will here purify thy birth and thy growth; 

25. I will purify thy body and thy strength ; 

26. I will make thee rich in children, and rich in milk ; 5 

27. In activity, milk, fatness, bounds, and posterity. J 

.28. For thy sake will I purify here a thousand-fold 

29. Kiches in cattle which runs about and is || nourishment for 
children, 

30. As the Sea Youru-kasha is the meeting of the waters, lift 
up thyself, go from the air to the earth, from the earth to the 
air. Lift up thyself, arise, thou for whose birth and increase 
Ahura-Mazda has created the earth. 

31. Go up, 0 Moon, thou who containest the seed of the 
cattle, 

32. Over Hara-berezaiti (Alborj) and illumine the creatures. 
Lift up thyself, then, if thou art worthy of honour, on the way 
which Ahura-Mazda has created; in the air which the Baghas 
have created, on that created way abounding with water. Then 
spake [the Holy Word] before that Manthra- 9 penta: I will 
purify thy birth and thy growth, I will purify thy body and 
thy strength, I will make thee rich in children and rich in 
milk, in activity, milk, fatness, bounds, and posterity. For 
thy sake will I purify here a thousand-fold, riches in cattle which 
runs about and is nourishment for children. As the Sea Youru- 
kasha is the meeting of the waters, lift up thyself, spring from 
the air to earth, from earth to the air. Lift up thyself, arise, 
thou for whose birth and increase Ahura-Mazda has created the 
earth. 6 

33. Go up, Stars, hidden,'H ye who contain the seed of the water, 

34. Over Hara-berezaiti and illumine the creatures. Lift up 
thyself, then, if thou art worthy of honour, on the way which 
Ahura-Mazda has created, in the air which the Baghas have 
created, on that created way abounding with water. Then 
(spake) before that Manthra-cpenta, “ I will purify thy birth 
and thy growth, I will purify thy body and thy strength, I will 
make thee rich in children and rich in milk, in activity, milk, 
fatness, bounds, and posterity. For thy sake will I purify here 
a thousand-fold, riches in cattle which runs about and is nourish¬ 
ment for children. As the Sea Youru-kasha is the meeting of 
the waters, lift up thyself, spring from the air to earth, from the 

* Prosperity and strength from water.— Guj. Tr. 

t Either for the evil-doer or Manthra- 9 p£nta.— Guj. Tr. 

J Active, full of milk, of seed, of fat, inteUectual, and prolific.— Guj. Tr. 

§ Houses.— Guj. Tr . || I will advance the cow-stalls which are, etc.— Gt{j. Tr. 

H Brilliant,— Guj. Tr . 
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earth to the air. Lift up thyself, stand up, thou for whose birth 
and increase Ahura-Mazda has created the rising. 

35. Go up to torment Kaquji, to torment Ayehy£, and to 
torment the Jahi who is provided with Yatus.”* 7 


NOTES TO FARGARD XXI. 

1 V. 5. The words “ Speak, 0 pure Zarathustra,” are an evident 
interpolation. 

2 V. 12. Cf. Fargard V., 64. 

3 Y. 22. “Bagho” = “God,” seldom used in the Avesta, though 
frequent in the Cuneiform Inscriptions. In Huzvaresh ;q. Cf. Skr. 
“Bhaga,” and Slav. “Bog.” 

4 Y. 23. This verse is obscure. 

6 Y. 26. Gloss: “Thou thyself art become, and milk originates from 
thee.” 

6 Y. 32. An allusion to the waxing and waning of the Moon. 

7 Y. 35. This verse is very obscure. I have followed the Huz. Tr. 
as far as possible. 

* The destroyer of the shining cries loudly, the sorcerer cries.— Guj. Tr. In the 
Guj. Tr. here follow some additional verses as follows:—“ Be helpless, sorrow ; he 
helpless, sickness; be helpless, death; be helpless, disease; be helpless, fever; be 
helpless, headache; be helpless, oppressor ; be helpless, evil; be helpless, evil-doer ; 
be helpless, revengeful; be helpless, jealousy; be helpless, lie; be helpless, sin ; be 
helpless, impurity, which was created on the body of man by Arira-mainyus; be help¬ 
less all illness, all death, all sorcery, all Pairikas and all Jahis which are infernal.” 


FARGARD XXII.—INTRODUCTION. 

The last Fargard of the Yendidad is also a fragment, ap¬ 
parently derived from the same source from which Fargard XX. 
and perhaps also Fargard XXI. was taken. The whole contents 
of this Fargard betray its late origin. 1. Ahra-mainyus has 
created sickness in the world, and Ahura-Mazda is compelled to 
seek a remedy against it. He first addresses himself to Maiithra- 
§punta, the Holy Word, who, however, declines the task on the 
ground of his incapacity (v. 1-21). 2. Upon this Ahura-Mazda 
sends Nairyo-canha, who seems to be the embodied word of 
Ahura-Mazda himself, to Airyama, with the order to practise 
healing by the production of various kinds of useful animals 
which are specially enumerated (v. 22-51). 3. The Fargard 
concludes abruptly with a statement that Airyama performed 
the injunctions given him (v. 52-58). 
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FAEGAED XXII. 

1. Ahura-Mazda spake to the holy Zarathustra: 

2. I, who am Ahura-Mazda; I, who am the Giver of good; 

3. When I created this abode, the beautiful, brilliant, admir¬ 
able : 1 

4. (Saying), I will go forth, I will go over. 

5. Then the serpent (Anra-mainyus) looked at me. # 

6. Thereupon the serpent Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, 
made, in reference + to me, nine sicknesses, and ninety and nine 
hundred, and nine thousand, and nineteen thousands. J 

7. Therefore do thou heal me, § Manthra-gpenta, the very 
brilliant. 

8. I will give thee as a recompense a thousand horses, swift, 
swift running. || 

9. I praise thee, 0 Qaoka, the good, created by Ahura-Mazda, 
pure. 2 

10. I will give thee as a recompense a thousand camels, swift, 
with strong humps. 

11. I praise thee, 0 Qaoka, good, created by Ahura-Mazda, 
pure. 

12. I will give thee as a recompense a thousand horned cattle, 
enduring, whose bodies are not yet full grown. If 

13. I praise thee, 0 Qaoka, good, created by Ahura-Mazda, 
pure. 

14. I will give thee as a recompense a thousand head of small 
cattle, fed, # # of all kinds, f f 

15. I praise thee, 0 Qaoka, good, created by Ahura-Mazda, 
pure. 

16. I will bless thee with fair, pious blessings, with dear pious 
blessings; 

17. Which make want full, 

18. And make fulness overflow; 

19. Which bind the friend and make the band fast, JJ 3 

20. Manthra-cpenta, the very brilliant, replied : 

21. "How shall I heal thee, §§ how shall I keep off the sick- 

* Opposed me.— Guj. Tr . t Opposition.-— Guj. Tr. 

J Xine times ten thousand.— Guj. Tr. § Mine.— Guj. Tr. 

II Of extraordinary strength.— Guj. Tr. IT Of sinless bodies.— Guj. Tr. 

** Pregnant* ** — Guj. Tr, ft All of various colours.- Guj. Tr. 

++ Which by friendship mate disease less, and improve the health. Guj. Tr. 

§§ Thine.— Guj. Tr. 
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nesses, ninety and nine, nine hundred, nine thousand, nineteen 
thousand.” * 

22. The Creator Ahura-Mazda caused to say to Nairyo^anha: 
Nairyo-cariha, Assembler! 

23. (Hasten) away, fly thither to the dwelling of Airyama, f 4 
say to him these words: Thus spake Ahura-Mazda, the Pure! 

24. I who am the Giver of good, when I created this abode, 
the beautiful, brilliant, admirable, (saying) I will go forth, I will 
go over. Then the serpent looked at me, thereupon the serpent 
Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, created in regard to me 
ninety-nine sicknesses, and nine hundred, and nine thousand, and 
nineteen thousand. J 

25. Therefore do thou heal me, 0 desirable Airyama. 

26. I will give thee as a recompense a thousand horses, swift, 
swift running. 

27. I praise thee, 0 Qaoka, the good, created by Ahura-Mazda, 
pure. 

28. I will give thee as a recompense a thousand camels, swift, 
with strong humps. 

29. I praise thee, 0 Qaoka, good, created by Ahura-Mazda, 
pure. 

30. I will give thee as a recompense a thousand horned cattle 
enduring, whose bodies are not yet full grown. 

31. I praise thee, 0 Qaoka, good, created by Ahura-Mazda, 
pure. 

32. I will give thee as a recompense a thousand head of small 
cattle, fed, of all kinds. 

33. I praise thee, 0 Qaoka, good, created by Ahura-Mazda, 
pure. 

34. I will bless thee with fair, pious blessings, with dear pious 
blessings; 

35. Which make want full. 

36. And make fulness overflow. 

37. Which bind the friend and make the band fast. 

38. His (Ahura-Mazda’s) words received (hastened) away; 
thither flew Nairyo-ganka the Gatherer-together, to the dwelling 
of the Airyama; thus spake he to Airyama: Thus commanded 
thee Ahura-Mazda, the pure, 

39. I who am Ahura-Mazda, I who am the Giver of good, 
when I created this abode, the beautiful, brilliant, admirable, 
(saying) I will go forth, I will go-over, then the serpent looked 
at me, thereupon the serpent Anra-mainyus, who is full of death, 
made sicknesses in relation to me: nine and ninety and nine 

* Ninety thousand.— Ouj. Tr. f Aeman Yazed.— Gig, Tr. 

J Ninety thousand.— Quj. Tr . 
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hundred and nine thousand and nineteen thousand. Therefore 
do thou heal me, 0 desirable Airyama. 

40. I will give thee as a recompense a thousand horses, swift, 
swiftly running. 

41. I praise thee, 0 Qaoka, the good, created by Ahura- 
Mazda, pure. 

42. I will give thee as a recompense a thousand camels, swift, 
with strong humps. 

43. I praise thee, 0 (^aoka, the good, created by Ahura- 
Mazda, pure. 

44. I will give thee as a recompense a thousand horned cattle, 
enduring, whose bodies are not grown up. 

45. I praise thee, 0 Qaoka, the good, created by Ahura- 
Mazda, pure. 

46. I will give thee as a recompense a thousand head of small 
cattle, nourished, of all kinds. 

47. I praise thee, 0 Qaoka, good, created by Ahura-Mazda, 
pure. 

48. I will bless thee with fair pious benedictions, with dear 
pious blessings, 

49. Which make the needy full. 

50. And make fulness overflow. 

51. Which bind the friend and make the band fast. 

52. Immediately thereupon was it, not long after,* then 
hastened forth the lusty Airyama, the desirable; 

53. To the mountain on which the holy questions take place, 
to the height t where the holy questions take place. 

54. Nine sorts of male horses brought the desirable Airyama. 

55. Nine sorts of malej camels brought the desirable Airyama. 

56. Nine sorts of male horned cattle brought the desirable 
Airyama. 

57. Nine sorts of male small cattle brought the desirable 
Airyama. 

58. Nine sorts of willows § brought he, he drew nine circles. 5 


Without loitering.— Guj . Tr . 
Young_ Guj. Tr. 


f Wilderness.— Guj. Tr. 

§ (A reed of) nine knots.— Guj. Tt\ 
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NOTES TO FARGARD XXII. 

1 V. 3. The Huz. Tr. understands by “ dwelling-place” Garo-nmana, 
the abode of Ahura-Mazda; but this is manifestly absurd, since how 
could the abode of the blessed be filled with all kinds of sicknesses ? 
No doubt the earth is meant. 

2 Y. 9. The verse which is subsequently so often repeated appears to 
me very unsuitable. I have kept to the Huz. Tr., according to which 
the passage must be an invocation of Manthra-Qpenta, who is here in¬ 
voked as a feminine genius, and termed faoka == “ profit/’ because 
Ahura-Mazda desires profit from her. 

3 Y. 19. This verse is obscure. The Huz. Tr. has “ Benevolent, she 
made him free from sickness—that he might have no sickness—he made 
that sickness a friend.” But I do not see how the words can have this 
meaning. 

4 Y. 23. It is to be regretted that the divinity here termed Airyama 
is so slightly mentioned in the Avesta, since there is no doubt of his 
identity with the Aryaman of the Yedas. He is usually invoked with 
Mithra and Yaruna. The name is perhaps equivalent to “ protector,” 
“ friend.” The dative Airxjamanai (= “ the dwelling for Airyama”) 
stands for the genitive. 

5 Y. 58. “ Yaetayo,” in the Huz. Tr. 7V1, is rendered by the later 
Parsees A-J = “a willow,” but it is more than doubtful if this trans¬ 
lation if correct. 
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The abrupt termination of the Vendidad need not excite our 
surprise when we reflect on the fragmentary character of the 
whole work, and the circumstances which led to its compilation 
in the form in which we now possess it. This subject will be 
more fully discussed in the “Commentary;”* but we may men¬ 
tion briefly that after the conquest of Alexander (a.c. 331-30) 
the Zarathustrian religion began to languish, and the Parthian 
supremacy (from about a.c. 250 to r.c. 226) was no less in¬ 
jurious to the ancient faith. According to tradition, the sacred 
books were wholly lost or destroyed, and it was not till the esta¬ 
blishment of the Sassanian dynasty (a.d. 220) that an attempt 
was made to collect and arrange the ancient texts. How this 
was done we do not know, but it seems most probable that the 
sacred works had been preserved by learning them by heart 
and handing them down from age to age by oral instruction. 
In this there is nothing extraordinary, since in India the Vedas, 
and in Greece the Homeric Poems, were similarly preserved for 
many centuries before they were committed to writing. It is 
true that subjection to foreign rulers, who were hostile to the 
Zarathustrian creed, must have been unfavourable to the com¬ 
plete preservation of the sacred texts, and five centuries is a 
period long enough to allow much to be forgotten. Hence it is 
easy to conceive that the restoration of the Zarathustrian texts 
must have been attended with peculiar difficulties: but we have 
no reason whatever to doubt that the Mobeds of those days 
honestly performed the task entrusted to them, and collected 
and arranged the Zarathustrian fragments to the best of their 
ability. Since, however, much had been lost or forgotten, it 
was not always possible to restore the text in a satisfactory 
manner, and hence the numerous “ interpolations,” or rather 
“ misplacements,” which occur; but these do not at all affect 
the trustworthiness of the Avesta itself, they merely show that 
the compilers did not know the original order in which the 
passages stood. In a few cases only we perceive passages 
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evidently of later origin, as, for instance, Farg. III., v. 137 ff, 
which is repeated in Farg. VIII., v. 83 ff. These and other 
interpolations are more or less commented on in the notes to the 
respective passages, but a full discussion of the subject must be 
reserved for the forthcoming (t Commentary.” 

With regard to the age of the Vendidad, we will only remark 
that, whatever may have been the date of its composition as a 
whole, some parts of it, at least, must belong to a very remote 
antiquity; in fact, to a period when the Mazdayacnians had not 
long emerged from the pastoral state. 


AVESTA. 


VISPERED AND 

Y A g N A. 

VOL. II. 





INTRODUCTION 


TO THE 

VISPERED AND YAQNA. 


The Vispered and Yacna constitute what may be termed the 
Mazdayaqnian liturgy. The former, which is very short, must not 
be regarded as a distinct book, as it consists merely of liturgical 
additions to the Yacna, and can never bo recited alone. Its 
contents are almost exclusively invitations to Ahura-Mazda, the 
good genii, and other “ lords of purity,” to be present at the 
ceremonies about to be performed. In fact, the meaning of 
Vispered appears to be “ All lords/' or “ To all lords ”—invoca¬ 
tions being understood. 

The title of the principal part of the liturgy, Ycigna, signifies 
“ sacrifice with prayers,” or rather, as the Parsees have no 
u sacrifice ” in the Jewish sense of that term, it is more correctly 
rendered “ offering with prayers.” The Yacna is divided into 
two parts, the former of which comprising chapters i.-xxvii., is 
more strictly of a liturgical character, while the latter (which is 
written in a different dialect) contains the Gathas or Gahs, which 
are ancient religious hymns, somewhat resembling those of the 
Yedas. 

In order for the European reader to comprehend the nature of 
the following works, several points require explanation. In the 
first place this Liturgy bears no resemblance whatever to the 
Jewish or Christian liturgies, because it was to be recited, for 
the most part, by the priests alone, during the performance of 
certain religious ceremonies, and the presence of the laity was 
neither required nor even expected. 

Of these ceremonies the principal are—1. The consecration of 
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the Zadthra, or holy water. 2. The consecration of the Baregma, 
or bundle of twigs of a particular tree (either date, tamarisk, 
or pomegranate). 3. The preparation and consecration of the 
Hadma, or Horn, which was the juice of a certain mountain 
plant, and held in the highest veneration as being the emblem of 
immortality.* 4. The offering of the Dradnas, or little round 
cakes, on which pieces of cooked flesh were placed, and after 
certain prayers the whole was eaten by the priests.f 

The most important duty of the priests was, however, the 
recitation of the whole of the sacred writings, in the order in 
which they are arranged in the Vendidad-Sades, namely, the 
following :— 

Yagna i. 1-32; Visperedi.; Yacna i. 33-fin.; Yacna ii. 1-33; 
Visperedii.; Yagna ii. 34-fin.; Yacna iii.-xi. 1-23; Vispered iii. 
1-29; Yagna xi. 23-fin.; Vispered iii. 30-31; (several liturgical 
formulas interposed;) Visperediv.; Yacna xii.-xiv.; Vispered v.; 
Yagna xv.; Vispered vi.; Yacna xvi.-xvii.; Vispered vii.-viii. ; 
Yacna xviii.-xxi.; Vispered ix.; Yacna xxii.; Vispered x.-xiii. ; 
Yacna xxiii.-xxvii.; Vispered xiv.; Vendidad i.-iv.; Yagna 
xxviii.-xxx.; Vispered xv.; Vendidad v.-vi.; Yacna xxxi.- 
xxxiv.; Vispered xvi.-xvii.; Vendidad vii.-viii.; Vispered xviii.; 
Yacna xxxv.-xli.; Vispered xix.-xx.; Vendidad ix.-x.; Yacna 
xiii.-xiv.; Vispered xxi.; Vendidad xi.-xii.; Yagna xlvi.-xlix.; 
Vispered xxii.; Vendidad xiii.-xiv.; Yacna 1.; Vispered xxiii.; 
Vendidad xv.-xvi.; Vispered xxiv.-xxv.; Vendidad xvii.-xviii.; 
Yagna li.-lii.; Vispered xxvi.; Vendidad xix.-xx.; Yagna liii.; 
Vispered xxvii.; Vendidad xxi.-xxii.; Yacna liv.-lxxi. 

From this arrangement we perceive that while portions of the 
Vispered are inserted in various places between Yagna i.-liii., 
the insertion of the Vendidad only takes place between Yacna 
xxviii.-liii.; that is, it commences at what is called the second 
part of the Yacna. Respecting this Anquetil says : “ The reading 
of the second part of the Izeshnd (Yacna) and that of the Ven¬ 
didad, properly so called, being the essential portions of the sacri¬ 
fice, that which precedes, although recited with Barsom, etc., is 
in some sort merely preparatoryT Again, in his MS. transla- 

* The Haoma can only he briefly alluded to in this Introduction ; but it, or he 
(for Haftma is also a person) played a most important part in the old Iranian 
mythology. 

f It is impossible to avoid noticing the resemblance between the Dra&na-cakes and 
the shew-bread of the Jews. 
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tion of the Yagna, Anquetil says expressly: “ The Vispered (is) 
never ( recited ) without Izeshne, nor the Vendidad without Izeshne 
or Vispered, but the Izeshne is recited alone” The general course 
of the whole service appears to have been as follows:—First 
came the announcement to Ahura-Mazda and all the good spirits, 
coupled with an invitation to them to be present. Then followed 
the preparation of the holy water, the Barecma, Haoma, etc. 
Next came the offering of these things to the spirits, the eating 
of the Draonas, and the drinking of the Horn juice by the priests, 
during which many more prayers were recited. The praises of 
Haoma occupy several chapters (ix.-xi,), and after these follow 
other prayers and praises very similar in their nature to the 
preceding (xii.-xxvii.). With chapter xxviii. commences the so- 
called second part of the Yagna, comprising the Gathas, or reli¬ 
gious hymns. These were to be recited alternately with the 
Vendidad, and the utterance of both was accounted of the 
highest efficacy for purification and raising the soul to God. 
After the Gathas follow some other prayers, together with the 
Qrosh Yasht, etc. Strictly speaking, it was the duty of the priests 
to recite the whole of the sacred writings—Vispered, Yacna, and 
Vendidad—during every twenty-four hours, principally in the 
night-time.* Only by such continual recitations could they keep 
themselves fit for performing the rites of purification. Besides 
this recital for their own sakes, the priests could likewise recite 
the Vendidad-Sade as an atonement for the sins of others, in 
which case the offender had of course to pay the priest for the 
recital. In addition to the liturgical ceremonies above men¬ 
tioned, the priests had many other duties to perform, and par¬ 
ticularly to watch over and attend to the Sacred Fire, which, 
like that of Vesta, was kept perpetually burning. A complete 
analysis of the various ceremonies, etc., must be reserved for 
the Commentary; but we trust this short explanation will 
suffice to render the following pages intelligible. 

* See note to Ya^na, i. 7- 


YISPERED. 


I. 

1. I invite and announce to : * the Lords of the Heavenly, the 
Lords of the Earthly, the Lords of those who live in the Water, 
the Lords of those which live under Heaven, the Lords of the 
Winged, the Lords of the Wide-stepping,f the Lords of the 
beasts with claws, the pure Lords of the pure. 1 

2. I invite and announce to : the yearly feasts, 2 the lords of 
purity, Maidhyozaremaya, the pure milk, lord of purity.J 

3. I invite and announce to : Maidhyoskema, the giver of 
pastures to the pure, lord of purity. 

4. I invite and announce to : Paitis-hahya, the giver of corn 
to the pure, lord of purity. 

5. I invite and announce to : Ayathrema, the promoter, the 
distributor of manly strength to the pure, lord of purity. 

6. I invite and announce to : Maidhyairya, the pure, belong¬ 
ing to the year, lord of purity. 

7. I invite and announce to : namagpatkmaedaya, the pure, 
provided with good works, lord of purity. 

8. I invite and announce to : the future of the world, the pure, 
lord of purity, which being will bring forth. 3 

9. I invite and announce to : the prayers, the praiseworthy, 
arranged-together, well-praised, pure, lords of purity. 4 


* The sense appears to be this: “ I invite the spiritual presence of Ahura-Mazda 
and all the good Genii, and 1 announce to them that I am about to perform the 
proper religious rites.” The first word of the Yispered, Nivaedhayemi (or nivtdhyemi) 
has been variously translated, “I invite,” and “I invoke.” The second word, 
Hankurayemi (or hank&ryemi)* is rendered by Professor Spiegel, “ leh thue es 
kund,” “Ich verkiindige es,” and “ Ich verkiinde es,” which are almost synonymous 
phrases, signifying, “1 make known to,” “I announce to,” “I proclaim to,” etc. 
Neriosengh has, “ I accomplish,” or “I make perfect;” and the Sanskrit gloss ex¬ 
plains this of the accomplishment of the sacrifice, or the celebration of the Ya<,*na in 
honour of Hormazd. AVilson (The Tarsi Religion , etc.) translates, “ I celebrate,” 
but this is certainly erroneous, 
t That is, “cattle.” 

X Or, “ master of purity.” The word ratH — {i chief,” “master,” or “lord ; ” but 
never “the Lord-God,” though it is sometimes employed as a title of Ahura-Mazda. 

11 




6 


V1SPERED I. 


10. I invite and announce to : the prayers, the praiseworthy, 
composed, well-praised, pure, the Myazdas of purity. 

11. I invite and announce to : the years, the lords of purity, 
the prayer Ahuna-vairya, the pure, lord of purity. 

12. I invite and announce to: the prayer Asha-vahista, 5 the 
pure, lord of purity. 

13. I invite and announce to : the good prayer Yenhe-hatanm, 6 
the pure, lord of purity. 

14. I invite and announce to : the Gatha Ahunavaiti, 7 the 
pure, mistress of purity. 

15. I invite and announce to: the women who have a con¬ 
gregation of men of many kinds, created pure by Ahura-Mazda, 
mistresses of purity. 8 

16. I invite and announce to : the pure, possessing overseers, 
and lords, 9 lord of purity. 

17. I invite and announce to: the Yacna-Haptahhaiti, 10 the 
pure, lord of purity. 

18. I invite and announce to : the high spotless water, the 
pure, mistress of purity. 11 

19. I invite and announce to : the Gatha Ustavaiti, 12 the pure, 
mistress of purity. 

20. I invite and announce to: the mountains which possess 
pure brightness, which have much brightness, created by Mazda, 
pure, lords of purity. 

21. I invite and announce to : the Gatha Qpenta-Mainyu, 13 
the pure, mistress of purity. 

22. I invite and announce to: the victory created by Ahura, 
the stroke which comes from above, the pure, lord of purity. 14 

23. I invite and announce to: the Gatha Voku-lvkskatkra, 15 
the pure, mistress of purity. 

24. I invite and announce to: Mithra who possesses much 
pasture, [and] Rama-qactra, 16 the pure, lord of purity. , 

25. I invite and announce to: the Gatha Yahistoisti, 17 the 
pure, mistress of purity. 

26. I invite and announce to : the pious good blessings, the 
pious pure man, the strong, mighty, highest in wisdom, worthy 
of honour, pure, lord of purity. 

27. I invite and announce to : Airyama-ishya, 18 the pure, lord 
of purity. 

28. I invite and announce to : Fshusha-manthra, 19 the pure, 
lord of purity. 

29. I invite and announce to: the great lord, the Iladhaokhta, 20 
the pure, lord of purity. 

30. I invite and announce to : to the Ahurian Question, 21 the 
Ahurian Custom, the Ahurian Ruler, the Ahurian High-priest, the 
pure, lord of purity. 
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31. I invite and announce to : the habitation provided with 
fodder, the abundant beautiful fodder for the cow, and the cattle- 
breeding pure man. 

NOTES TO VISPERED I. 

1 Y. 1. It was the custom of the Mazdayagnians to extend their 
strongly marked system of subordination and classification to the entire 
living creation, every class of which had its lord (ratus), who led it to 
battle against Ahra-mainyus. According to the Huzvaresh Commentary, 
the Lord of the heavenly is Ahura-Mazda, the lord of the earthly, Zara- 
thustra, the lord of the water-creatures is Khar-mahi the fish, whose 
duty it is to take care of the Horn tree, and thus make the Resurrection 
possible ( cf ! Pars! Gram., p. 179, and Bundehesh, cap. xxviii.), the lord 
of the beasts is the Ermine cf Bdh. xxiv.), and the lord of the 
birds is the bird Karshipta,(c/. Vend. ii. 139, etc.). From the two last 
it appears that the white animals were always chosen as lords. 

2 Yv. 2-7. The Gahanbars, or great annual festivals, are described in 
the Sad-der Bundehesh, which says that God created the world in the 
space of a year, and hence men ought to keep six festivals yearl}*, and 
bestow alms to the poor. The festivals are as follows — 1 . Maidhyo- 
zaremaya, in commemoration of the creation of heaven, in the mouth 
Ardibehist. 2. Maidhyo-shema, for the creation of the waters, in the 
month Tir. 3. Paitis-hahya, for the ereation of the earth, in the 
month Shahrevar. 4. Ayathrema, for the creation of trees, iu the 
month Mihr. 5. Maidhyair}’a, for the creation of cattle, in the month 
Bahman. 6. Hamagpathmaedaya, for the creation of man, in the 
month Cpendarmat. ( Cf. also Vullcrs, Fragmente, etc., p. 21 ff.) 

3 Y. 8. According to the Huz. Tr. the meaning is that the future 
time is to be invoked, in which each individual occurrence about to 
take place may appear. 

4 Y. 9. The adjectives applied to the prayers in this and the fol¬ 
lowing verse are not easy to express in German.* 

5 Y. 12. Asha-vahista = the prayer Ashem-vohu. 

6 Y. 13. Yeiihe-hatanm is another prayer of special efficacy. 

7 Y. 14. For the Gatha Ahunavaiti, sec Yagna xxviii. -xxxiv. 

8 Y. 15. Who these women are is not clear, f 

9 Y. 16. Or, “ the being gifted with rulersv” 

10 Y. 17. Yagna-Haptanhaiti is Yagna xxxv.-xli. 

11 Y. 18. This verse may be variously interpreted, according to the 
meaning attached to “ areduyao,” which may possibly be akin to the 
Gr. tipSoo, apSevw. Cf Windischman, “die persische Anahita,” etc., p. 
28. The “ spotless water” is, of course, an allusion to Ardvigura. 

12 Y. 19. That is, Yagna xlii.-xlv. 

13 Y. 21. That is, Yagna xlvi.-xlviii. 

14 Y. 22. Ycrethraghna = “victory,” though identical in name with 
the Indian Yritrahan, becomes in the later Persian a mere abstraction, 

* Or in English either, 

f Nor what is meant by their “ possessing a congregation of men.” The phrase 
is suggestive of a male seraglio, but polyandry was unknown to the Allans. 
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and the “blow which is given from above” is a similar abstraction. 
It was forbidden to inflict a fatal blow on any of the creation of Ahura- 
Mazda ; but such a blow was deemed meritorious when employed 
against the creatures of Anra-mainyus. 

15 Y. 23. See Yagna 1. 

16 Y. 24. Mithra is often spoken of in connection with Ruma-q&gtra, 
the genius who bestows relish to food. 

17 Y. 25. See Yagna lii. 

18 Y. 27. See Yagna liii. . 

19 Y. 28. Fshusha-manthra is probably some portion of the holy 
writings. 

20 Y. 29. Hadhaokhta is, perhaps, the Crosh-Yasht Hadokht. 

21 Y. 30. The “ Ahurian question” refers to the Yendidad and 
similar works. 


II. 

1. Here with Zaothra and Baregma I wish hither with praise :* 
the l6rds of the heavenly, the lords of the earthly, the lords of the 
water-animals, the lords of the beings which live under heaven, 
the lords of the birds, the lords of the wide-stepping, the lords of 
those which have claws. Here with Zaothra and Barecma I 
wish hither with praise, the pure yearly festivals. Here with 
Zaothra and Baregma I wish hither with praise Maidhyo- 
zaremaya, the pure milk, lord of purity. Here with Zaothra 
and Barecma 1 wish hither with praise Maidhyoshema, the 
giver of pasture, the pure, lord of purity. Here with Zaothra 
and Baregma, I wish hither with praise Paitis-hahya, giver 
of corn to the pure, lord of purity. Here with Zaothra and 
Barecma I wish hither with praise Ayathrema, the furthering, 
the bestower of manly strength on the pure, lord of purity. 
Here with Zaothra and Barecma I wish hither with praise 
Maidhyairya, the pure yearly, lord of purity. Here with 
Zaothra and Baregma I wish hither with praise Hamagpath- 
maedhaya, provided with pure actions, the pure, lord of purity. 
Here with Zaothra and Baregma, I wish hither with praise the 
futurity of the world, the pure, lord of purity, which the future 
will bring. 1 

2. Here by means of the Zaothra and Baregma I wish hither 
with purity all those lords, 

d. Whom Ahura-.Mazda has announced to Zarathustra as to be 
honoured and to be praised on account of the best purity. 

4. Here by means of the Zaothra and Baregma I wish hither 
with praise Thee Ahura-Mazda, the Heavenly Lord, 

5. The Lord and Master of the heavenly creatures, of the 
heavenly creation. 

* In Zend, dyege yasti. Although the formula is different, the purport is the same 
as the invitation in cap. i. 
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6. Here by means of the Zaothra and Barecma I wish hither 
wUb prmse: thee Zarathustra, the holy earthly'lord ; 

creation . 16 ^ ^ ma3ter of the earthI y creatures, the earthly 
with 8 nS. by v,- m 0 an t° f A h . e , Za6thra and Barffma I wish hither 

SSsCon reTeiSf * °" tU * 

the we£ir g '““S lh °" Sl “ 3 ' lhe ’ VclI ' 5I>eakin S <» s F“h. 

Oft<?P*h>ta4r,„„ iU 

11. Through whose deeds the worlds of the pure increase. 

wifirw™ J n means of the Zaothra and Barf-cma I wish hither 
with pra se : the pure years, the lords of purity. 

wish I hith^wUh* praise! ^ PUW th ° l0rd ° f the pUrC ' 

with 4 nrafse e - b f),« meanS 0f A h , C Za6 , thra and barecma I wish hither 
with praise . the prayer Asha-vahista, the pure, lord of purity. 

li . e F e b y means of the Zaothra and Barecma I wish 

ol purilj PralS ” : h’erihc-hataiiin, the well-pr a i»ed> pure, M 

wit’h £. b LT?it- 0f .‘, k ' Zr,6lllra » nd I wish hither 

17 P Th . ' thc Gatba Ahunavaiti, the pure mistress of purity. 

a rrond rifh nf n L the .?° 1 od goddesses, who are descended from 
a good father, the beautiful,* wish I hither with praise. 

with nrafse 6 by meiins of the Zaothra and Bare ? ma I wish hither 

lords P foTthis tb fF U1 ’r e 0 !' d of , bl l rit y> Provided with overseers and 
lords, tor this is the Lord and Master, Ahura-Mazda. 

... ‘ , re y means of the Zaothra and Barecma I wish hither 

O0 P Ardvi tbe hl fJ, Ya ? na Haptaiihaiti, the pure, lord of purity. 

wisfltSS41e* la, ” leM ' ^ P ' m ' W. 

witTnS 6 b tL m p a lf-'°u tl l e Za6thra and Barecma I wish hither 
>P P T „ the Gatha Uslavaiti, the pure, mistress of purity. 

much hr 6 h^^ S * Posting pure brightness, possessing 

SeJS n p ™’ s r ed by P " K '“ ° f F*‘r. '™S 

in|n>“the’p e ,!ro. 1 WiSh llilhorwilll P™“i tte Qitha Oponla- 

>i ~ d ‘ i i C v 0r y m’eated by Ahura I wish hither with praise The 
blow which springs from above I wish hither with p£e 

e ,’i etc -> 1 wish bither with praise: the Gathd Vohu- 
klishathra, the pure, mistress of purity. 

nasturi W T h • h i t1 } % With . P raise Mithra , who possesses large 
pastures. I wish hither with praise Bama-qa § tra. 

Zit. } “ well -grown,” or “ well-increased/' 
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27. Here, etc., I wish hither with praise; the Gatka Vahistoisti, 
the pure, mistress of purity. 

28. I wish hither with praise, the good pious blessing. I wish 
hither with praise, the pious pure man. I wish hither with praise, 
the strong mighty (genius), highest in wisdom, worthy of honour. 

29. Here, etc., I wish hither with praise: the pure Airyama- 
ish} r a, the pure, lord of purity. 

30. I wish hither with praise the pure Fshusha-mahthra, the 
pure, lord of purity. 

31. I wish hither with praise the great lord Hadhaokhta, the 
pure, lord of purity. 

32. Here, etc., 1 wish hither with praise : the Ahurian question, 
the pure, lord of purity. 

33. I wish hither with praise the Ahurian custom, the pure, 
lord of purity. 

34. Here, etc., I wish hither with praise : the dwelling provided 
with fodder, the well-created fodder for the cow:—the cattle- 
breeding man, the pure, lord of purity, wish I hither with praise. 

NOTES TO VISPERED II. 

1 V. 1. After the simple announcement, or, as it were, proclamation, 
in the first chapter, there follow prayers desiring the (spiritual) presence 
of the various beings invoked. Zaothra is the holy water, i.e. water 
over which certain prayers have been recited at a particular time, etc.; 
and the Barecjma is a twig, or rather bundle of twigs, of a certain tree, 
either date, pomegranate, or tamarisk, also prepared with ceremonies. 

2 V. 8. That is, he who has the holy writings in his memory, and 
hence keeps them before his eyes. There is no single equivalent word 
in any European language. 

3 V. 10. Qpenta-armaiti is “ perfect wisdom ,” as well as the genius 

of the earth. In both capacities she is feminine. In this verse the 
former meaning must be adopted. , 

4 V. 10. By “ the profitable ” (Qaoshyanto) is meant a kind of 
prophets, or persons who have devoted themselves particularly to the 
Zarathustrian doctrines. 

5 V. 15. See note to Yisp. i. 9. 

6 Y. 17. Who these women are is not known. The “ good father ” 
may perhaps signify Horraazd. 

7 Y. 20. Ardvi-^ura is the personification of water. See Yatjna lxiv. 
and Ivhorda-Avesta x., xxi., etc. 


III. 

1. I desire the Ilavanana hither. 1 

2. I obey. 

3. I desire the Atarevakhska hither. 

4. I obey. 
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5. I desire the Fraberata hither. 

6. I obey. 

7. I desire the Aberet hither. 

8. I obey. 

9. I desire the Agnata hither. 

10. I obey. 

11. I desire the Raethwiskare hither. 

12. I obey. 

13. I desire the Qraosliavareza, 

14. The very wise, who employs very truthful speech. 

15. I obey. 

16. I desire the priests, the soldiers, [and] the active husband¬ 
men. 2 

17. The lords of the houses, of the clan, of the society, the 
lords of the region 

18. The young man who thinks well, speaks well, acts well, 
who is devoted to the law, I desire. I desire the youth who 
utters the words.* Those who have married amongst kindred 3 
I desire. 

19. I invite the furtherers of the region, 4 I desire the willing 
worshippers. I desire the mistresses of the house. 

20. I desire the woman who especially thinks good, speaks 
good, does good, lets herself be commanded well, 5 who obeys her 
lord, the pure. 

21. Qpenta-armaiti, and who (besides) are Thy w r oinen, 0 
Ahura-Mazda. 

22. I desire the pure man, who especially thinks, speaks and 
does good. 

23. Who knows the faith, does not know sins. 

24. Through whose deeds the worlds increase in purity. 

25. Then we call you, every lord of the Mazdayagnians, 
hither ; we invite you, the lords. 

26. The Amesha-Qpentas and the profitable ones, 6 the very 
wise. 

27. The very wise-speaking (helpful) hastening hither, bril¬ 
liant in understanding. 

28. The greatest, powerful (followers) of the Mazdayacnian 
law, call we hither. 

29. Priests, soldiers, and husbandmen. 7 

30. Yatha ahu vairyo. Let him who is Atarevakhsha tell it 
to me. 

31. ( Ragpi ). Thou art our priest as Zaota! 8 

* That is, prayers. 
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NOTES TO VISPERED III. 

1 V. 1-2. This chapter has no immediate connection with the preced¬ 
ing, but is recited at the Haoma-offering. See Yagna xi. 23. The 
first verse is spoken by the Zaota, the second by the Ragpi, and so on. 
The names Hdvandna , etc., are the titles of the different priests. The 
words “I obey,” mean, “I am present and ready to perform the duties 
of my office.” 

2 V. 16. The rest of the chapter is spoken by both priests together. 

3 V. 18. Marriage between relations has always been accounted 
praiseworthy among the Parsees. In the ancient times it was even 
permitted for brothers to marry sisters. Diogenes Laertius says the 
Persians held it lawful p.rjTp\ dvyarp\ ptywaBat, Strabo makes similar 
assertions. See also “Abhandl. der Kais. Bayr. Acad, der Wissensch.” 
vii., p. 675-93. 

4 V. 19. The Huz. Tr. makes “ the furtherer of the region,” a priest, 
but this is doubtful. The “ willing worshippers ” seems to mean the 
faithful generally. 

5 V. 20. Obedience is the first duty of a Mazdayagnian wife. 

6 V. 26. See ii. 10. 

7 V. 29. Between verses 29 and 30 is recited a passage from the 
Yagna (xi. 25 ff.). 

8 V. 31. The Vendidad Sades distribute the invocations and answers 
in this chapter somewhat more minutely between the Zaota and Ragpi. 

IV. 

1. I, as Zaota, bind myself to this: 

2. To the reciting, 

3. To the uttering, 

4. To the singing, 

5. To the praising of the offering-prayer. 

V. 

1. We praise that which is thought in the soul, 

2. And the good knowledge, the good holiness, the good wis¬ 
dom, the good steadfastness. 

3. There praise it in the time, at the periods of time,* 

4. To protect the cattle, the Mazdayagnians, the followers of 
Zarathustra. 

5. To them we make it known as at the right time for the 
Myazda, as the right time for prayer.^ 

6. The whole world of the pure for praise, adoration, appeas¬ 
ing, and laud. 

* These verses are extremely difficult and obseure. 

f Neriosengh explains this word (prayer) as the heavenly commentary on the Nosks. 

I take it rather as the prayer which is performed at the right time, when it is effi¬ 
cacious. 
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VI. 

1. I do homage to you, Amesha-gpenta, as singer of praises, 
as Zaota, as speaker of praises, as praiser, as speaker, as glorifier.* 

2. For the praise, adoration, appeasing, and praise of ye, 

3. Amesha-gpentas. 

4. For our preparation, for the right-fulfilling of prayer; for 
hallowing, f for victory, for the well-being of the souls of those 
who are pure and will profit. 

5. To you, ye Amesha-cpentas, ye good rulers, ye wise, give 
I the soul from my body, and all enjoyment. 

6. In Thee I believe, according to this law, 0 pure Ahura- 
Mazda. 

7. As a Mazdayacnian, a Zarathustrian, an adversary of the 
Daevas, an adherent of the belief in Ahura-Mazda. With Zaothra, 
with Aiwyaonhana, is this Baregma bound together in purity. 
I wish hither with praise the pure lord of purity. 

VII. 

1. According to instruction, 

2. With friendship, with joy, with skilled Zaothras, with right- 
spoken speech,J 

3. I invoke the Amesha-cpentas, the good, by their beautiful 
names. 

4. The Amesha-gpentas praise we, the good, with beautiful 
names, from desire for the good purity, from desire for the good 
Mazdayacnian law. Yenhe me, etc. 

VIII. 

1. The right-spoken words praise we. 

2. The holy Qraosha praise w r e, the good purity praise we, 
Nairyo-ganha praise we. 

3. The victorious peaces praise we. 

4. The undaunted, 1 who do not come to shame, praise we. 

5. The Fravashis 2 of the pure praise we. 

6. The bridge Chinvat 3 praise we. 

7. Garo-nmanem, 4 the dwelling of Ahura-Mazda, praise we. 

8. The best place of the pure 5 praise we, the shining, wholly 
brilliant. 

♦ All these expressions are synonymous, and we are not acquainted with the precise 
shades of difference between them. 

f The “hallowing of the profitable” perhaps signifies that by the prayers of the 
pious, the power of the Yazatas, and other beings serviceable to mankind, is increased. 

X According to the Huz. Tr. the meaning is: “ As is rightly enjoined to me, I in¬ 
voke you, Amesha-cpentas with friendship (towards you), for joy (for myself) with 
knowledge of the Zaothra, with right-spoken prayers, namely, Bishamrutas.” What 
“knowledge of the Zabthra” signifies is, however, obscure. 
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9. The best arriving at Paradise praise we. 

10. Arstat (probity) praise we. 

11. The good spreading of the world, the good increase of the 
world, the profit of the world, the good Mazdayacnian law. 

12. Rashnu-razista 6 praise we, Mithra who possesses great 
pastures praise we. 

13. The friendly Parendi 7 we praise, who is rich in friendly 
thoughts, words and deeds, who makes the bodies light. 

14. The manly strength we praise, which thinks on men, thinks 
on men and mankind, which is swifter than the swift, stronger 
than the strong. 

15. Which comes to him (man) as something given by the 
gods, 8 that which when received serves as a purifier for bodies. 

16. The sleep given by Mazda we praise, the delight of men 
and cattle. 9 

17. Those pure creatures we praise which were brought forth 
before, were created before, 

18. Ere the heaven, ere the water, ere the earth, the trees, the 
well-created cow. 

19. The sea Vouru-Kasha we praise. The strong wind created 
by Mazda we praise. 

20. We praise the shining heaven, the first brought-forth, first- 
created earthly, of the earthly creation. 

21. Thee, the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, the pure, lord of 
purity, we praise. 

22. This Bare§ma, with Zaothra, with Aiwyaonhana, bound 
together in purity, we praise, the pure, lord of purity. 

23. The navel of the waters praise we. Nairyo-caiiha praise we. 


NOTES TO VISPERED VIII. 

1 V. 4. This must refer to the good genii, who combat the Daevas 
fearlessly, whereas the latter are easily terrified. 

2 Y. 5. The word “Fravashis” signifies both the souls of the de¬ 
parted and the souls of those yet unborn, who, according at least to the 
later opinions, were created by God in the beginning, and descend in 
turn to the world, from whence they return to Ahura-Mazda and offer 
up prayers at his throne for mankind. 

3 Y. 6. Chinvat is the bridge to which all the souls must arrive. 
The good pass over it easily, the wicked fall off into hell. 

4 V. 7. Garo-nmanem is the dwelling of Ahura-Mazda, the highest 
in the heavens. 

6 Y. 8. “ The best place of the pure” = “ Paradise.” 

6 Y. 12. ltashnu-razista is the genius of justice. 

7 Y. 13. According to a remark in Neriosengh, the P&rendi is the goddess 
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who presides over hidden treasures. According to the Yashts, she must 
he a star (in K P. = “the Sun,” and “the Pleiades”). According 
to Anquetil’s MS. note, she is the protectress of mankind. 

8 Y. 15. The expression “ Bagho-bakhta ” has become a terminus 
technicus with the later Parsecs. The Minokhired distinguishes be¬ 
tween Bagh6-bakhta and bakhta thus : “ Eakht is that which is assigned 
from the beginning (thus fate); Bagho-bakht, what they [ the gods ] send 
otherwise .” In the religion of the Avesta, fate is not absolutely un¬ 
alterable : Ahura-Mazda can, if he so will, interrupt its course, though 
according to the Mkh. he seldom does this. 

9 Y. 16. Sleep, as we have seen in the Yendidad (xviii. 37-39), was 
accounted as something bad in the Parsee religion, which esteemed 
activity above everything. The distinction here alluded to, between 
“good” and “bad” sleep, appears to be of later origin. 


IX. 

1. Through these words mediate,* through the words of this 
combat (Thou who) art Ahura-Mazda, the Pure; 

2. Together with the good Yazatas, the Amesha-cpentas, who 
have a good empire (and) good wisdom. 

3. With fifty (of them), with hundreds, with thousands, with 
ten thousands, innumerable, with yet more than these (men¬ 
tioned). 

4. (May) the kingdom (belong) to the best ruler, for whose 
sake we this 

5. To Ahura-Mazda, to Asha-vahista, give, bestow, offer, t 

X + 

1. The uplifted Haoinas, the Zaothras, which are raised on high. 

2. Those now uplifted, those which shall be lifted up hereafter, 

3. The victorious remedies, 

4. Which contain in themselves the remedy of Askis-vanuhi, 
contain in themselves the remedy of Cicti, 

5. Which contain in themselves the remedy of Mazda, contain 
in themselves the remedy of Zarathustra, 

6. Which comprise in themselves the remedy of the Zarathus- 
trotema, § which comprise in themselves all those remedies. 

7. Which for the serviceable pure, which for the serviceable 
worshippers, 

8. For the good Mazdayagnian law, 

9. For the good pious blessing, 

* Not clear. 

f These verses (4, 5) form a concluding prayer, which does not properly belong 
to the Vispered. See Ya<pia xxxv. 10-15. 

X This chapter follows Ya<pia xxi. { The High Friest. 
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10. For the good benediction against the Drujas, the good 
benediction against the Demons, 

11. For information, for making known, for preparation, 

12. For offering, for pouring out, for sacrifice, for uttering.— 

13. T\ hich are the Haomas, the strong, holy, pure, 

14. Those now uplifted with holiness, those about to be lifted 
up in future, 

15. Those now announced with holiness, those too which will 
be announced in future, 

16. Those now being prepared with holiness, those too which 
in future will be prepared, (may they be) 

17. For strength to the strong, for victory to the strong, 

18. For the strong righteousness, for the strong holiness, for 
the strong wisdom, 

19. For the strong preceding, for the strong height, 

20. For the strong Yazatas, 

21. For the Amesha-cpentas, those endowed with good rule, 
wise, ever living, ever profiting, 

22. TV ho dwell together with Vohu-mano, and the women 
likewise. 

23. To our Haurvat, to Ameretat, to the body of the bull, the 
soul of the bull, the fire with praised names, 

24. To the abode provided with holiness, with fodder, provided 
with food, enduring,* 

25. Be praise for sacrifice, adoration, and praise. 

26. For Ahura-Mazda, for Amesha-cpenta. 

27. For the lords the pure, great for offering and adoration, 
the highest lords. 

28. For the helpful purity, the helpful prayer at the right time. 

29. For the Manthra-cpenta, for the Mazdayacnian law, for 
the prayer of praise belonging to the Yagna. 

30. For all times, for all prayers at the right time. 

31. For the whole wojld of purity, for offering, prayer, pacifi¬ 
cation and praise. May the hearing be here as in the beginning 
so in the end. f 

XI. 

desire (good) with praise for (the Kareshvares) Arezahe, 
Qavahe; Fradadhafshu, Vidadhafshu; Youru-barsti, Vouru-jarsti : 
for this Kareshvare Qaniratha. 

* Or, perhaps, charitable. See WTndisehman, Mithra, etc., p. 19. Verses 1 to 24 are 
extremely difficult, and are made still more so by our ignorance of the precise ceremonies 
which were to be performed during their recital. According to a note in Anquetil’s 
MS. translation at verse 1, the Haoma is laid on the up-turned mortar, then the 
mortar is replaced—the Haoma laid in it with some twigs from a certain tree and 
pounded. Thus prepared, the Haoma-juice was serviceable alike to Ahura-Mazda 
and his hosts and to all pious men for gaining a victory over Ahra-mainyus. 

t These words are an often-repeated formula. 
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2. I desire (good) with praise for the stone mortars, the iron 
mortars, the cups which contain the Zaothra, the hair* which 
does not allow the Haoma to be poured out, and thee the 
Bardina, bound together in purity. 

3. 1 desire (good) with praise for the Ahuna-vairya. 

and the continuance of the Mazdaya^ian law. 


XII. 

1. To Ahura-Mazda announce we this Haoma, the uplifted, 

2. The very profitable (to Him) the Victorious, the Promoter 
of the world, 

3. To Him the good Euler, the pure; to Him the Euler over 
the lords of purity. 

4. To the Amesha-cpentas make we the Haomas known. 

5. To the good waters we make the Haomas known. 

6. To [our] own souls we make known the Haomas. 

7. To the whole world of purity we announce the Haomas. 

8. These Haomas, these Haoma-utensils. 

9. These covers, these Myazdas. 

10. These stones, the first among the creations, f 

11. These stone mortars, these brought hither, 0 golden 
Haoma. 

12. These iron mortars, brought hither, 0 golden Haoma. 

13. This Haoma-iuice, this Barecma, which is bound together 
in holiness. 

14. These bodies, these strengths, these flowing Zaothras. 

15. This pure Haoma, this well-created cow, this pure man. 

16. The heavenly souls of the pure, the heavenly souls of 
the profitable. 

17. This flesh of living beings, uplifted with purity; this tree 
Hadha-naepata, uplifted with purity; these Zaothras of the good 
waters, those provided with Haoma, those provided with flesh, 
those provided with Hadha-naepata, lifted up with purity, of the 
good waters the Haoma water, the stone mortars, the iron 
mortars, the Barecma branch, the helpful prayer at the right 
time, the successful recitation and doing of the good Mazda- 
yacnian law, the singing of the Gathas, the helpful right prayer 
to the pure lords of purity, this wood, these odoriferous [woods] 
for thee, the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, all the acceptable 


* It is the custom of the Parsees to place a hair from a cow in the Tcssel containing 
the Haoma. 

t The word a<;ma signifies originally “a stone,” and then “heaven.” According 
to the Alkh., heaven is constructed of precious stones, and hence the stone mortars are 
termed 44 the first of created beings.” 
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(things) created by Mazda, which have a pure origin, we give 
and make them known. Then we make them known : # 

18. To Ahura-Mazda, to the holy Qraosha, to Rashnu the 
most righteous, to Mithra with large pastures. 

19. To the Amesha-cpentas, to the Fravashis of the pure, to 
the souls of the pure, to the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, and to 
th< reat lord. 



20. To the time for the Mazda, to the time for the right prayer. 

21. For the offering, prayer, satisfaction,! and praise of the 
whole world of purity. Then we make them known: to the 
Fravashi of Zarathustra, the holy, pure, for offering, prayer, con¬ 
tenting, and praise; to him who desires purity in both worlds, 
together with all the pure Fravashis of the departed pure, of the 
living pure, of the yet unborn pure, of the profitable who progress 
forwards. These Haomas, these Haoma-utensils, these covers, 
these Myazdas, these stones, the first among created things, 
these stone mortars, brought hither, 0 golden Haoma, these 
iron mortars, brought hither, 0 golden Haoma, this Haoma- 
juice, this Bare£ma bound together in holiness, these bodies 
and strengths, these flowing Zaothras, this pure Haoma, the 
well-created cow, the pure man, the heavenly souls of the 
pure, the heavenly souls of the profitable, this flesh of living 
beings, uplifted in purity, this tree Iladha-naepata, uplifted with 
purity, these Zaothras of the good waters, with Haoma, flesh, 
and Hadha-naepata lifted up with purity, the Ilaoma-juice of the 
good waters, the stone mortars, the iron mortars, the Barecma- 
branch, the helpful prayers at the right time, the successful 
recitation and doing of the good Mazdaya^nian law, the singing 
of the Gathas, the helpful right prayer to the pure lords, the 
wood, the odoriferous for thee, the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, 
all good (things) created by Ahura-Mazda, and which have a 
pure origin, we give and we make known. Then we make them 
known: to the Amesha-cpentas, the good rulers, the wise, the 
ever-living, the ever-profitable. 

22. Which (themselves are) good, which are the givers of good, 
which dwell together with Vohu-mano. 

23. The Amesha-cpentas, the good rulers, the wise, which are 
hereafter to be created, hereafter to be formed, by Vohu-mano. J 

24. Then we make them known : 

25. For the advancement of the dwelling, for the enlargement 

* Or, announce them. 

f The word khshnaothra, here rendered “satisfaction,” frequently recurs in both 
the Yispered and Ya<;na. It signifies “ the making contented,” or “satisfying.” - See 
also note to Ya^na iv. 50. 

J Although Vohu-mano is the highest of the creatures of Ahura-Mazda, it is 
nowhere said that he himself has the power of creating. Therefore, the particle 
which is literally translated as usual “ by” ought probably to be rendered “like.” 
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of the dwelling, for profit for this dwelling, for increase for this 
dwelling; 

26. For the removal of the sins of this dwelling, for the removal 
of the plagues of this dwelling, 

27. Of the cattle, of the men who are born, and of those who 
are first about to be born, 

28. Of the pure, who were here, who are here; w r e who are, 

29. Which are the profitable to the regions, 

30. Of the good-w T orking pure men, of the good-working pure 
women, 

31. Of the open-working pure men, of the open-working pure 
women, 

32. Of the pure men who perform good works, of the pure 
women who perform good works. 

33. Then we make them known : to the good Fravashis of the 
pure, who are strong, striving for the protection of the pure. 

34. Then we make them known : to the holy Qraosha, the sub¬ 
lime, to Ashi-varmhi, to Nairyo-canha, to peace, the victorious, 
to the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, and to the great lord. 

35. To the whole world of purity for offering, prayer, content¬ 

ment, and praise. Then we announce them to Arezahe, Cavahe, 
to Fradadhafshu and Yidadhafshu, to Vouru-barsti and Vouru- 
jarsti, and this Kareshvare Qaniratlm, for offering, adoration, 
pacification, and praise. Then we announce them : to the stone 
mortars, to the iron mortars, to the cup which contains the 
Zaothra, to the hair which does not allow the Haoraa to be 
poured out, to thee, Barecma, bound together in purity, for offer¬ 
ing, adoration, pacification, and praise. Then to the Ahuna- 
vairya.to the permanence of the Mazdayacnian law. 

XIII. 

1. Since it is lifted up, since it is announced, 

2. As the pure Ahura-Mazda informed them (the genii), as 
the pure Zarathustra informed them, as I informed them, I the 
Zaota. 

3. I who know the offering and the praise of the same, I who 
know the right information, I who know the right time of the 
information, 

4. For offering, prayer, contentment, and praise, 

5. To you, Amesha-cpentas. 

6. For our preparation, right fulfilment of prayer, hallowing, 
for victory, and for good health of the souls of the profitable pure. 

7. Thus we make them known and give them here to the 
greatest Lord and Master, Ahura-Mazda.* 

* The meaning of this chapter appears to he, that whereas in the preceding 
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XIV* 

1. When the Haomas are pounded, which are pounded for the 
great lord, 

2. For Ahura-Mazda the Pure, for the holy Zarathustra, 

3. May fulness in cattle and in men, 

4. (And) the good Qraosha who is bound with the fulness of 
purity, be here united. 

5. We teach the well-arranged adorations. 

6. Of the Ahuna-vairya, which is now recited with purity, 
which will be recited in future. 

7. The mortar, in which the Haoma is prepared, that now 
brought hither in purity, and that which hereafter will be brought 
hither in purity. 

8. The right-spoken discourses, the Zarathustrian prayers, the 
well-performed actions, the Bartxmas which are bound together 
in purity, the Haomas prepared with purity, the prayers which 
are employed in the Yacna, the thoughts, words, and deeds of 
the Mazdayacnian law, 

9. May they now be salutary to us; we give these salutary 
(things) to the creatures, w r e announce these salutary (things), 
we think on these salutary (things), which Ahura-Mazda, the 
Pure, has created. 

10. Those brought up by Vohu-mano, grown up in purity as 
the greatest, best, and most beautiful of creatures : 

11. May we also thus be well provided with remedies and 
food, we who belong to the creatures of Ahura-Mazda, 

12. Since we impart to them the serviceable and as nourish¬ 
ment. 

13. Be serviceable to us, ye stone mortars, ye iron mortars, 
turned upside-down and again placed upright, 

14. As belonging to this house, clan, line,f region, 

15. In this house, this clan, this line, this region, ' 

10. For us, the Mazdayacnians, who bring ottering with wood, 
with sweet odours, with prayers at the right time, 

17. Thus may they be serviceable to us. 


chapters the Haoma-preparation was merely announced to the various genii, etc., in 
this the Ilaoma is not only announced, but also givcu as an offering to Ahura-Mazda. 

* This chapter is recited by the priests during the preparation of the Ilaoma. At 
the first verse, according to Anquetil, the Djouti puts the pestle into the Jluvan 
(mortar) and turns it round from left to right. At verse 9 the Djouti holds the Bar- 
som, placed upon the Miih-ru, in his left hand and places the pestle and a morsel of 
the Horn in the saucer, and removes them after having wetted them a little. At 
verse 11 Djouti places the Horn on the Barsom and takes it away again. At verse 13 
he turns the mortar upside-down and then replaces it. At verse 17 he dips the Ilom 
and the pestle in water and places them on the stone, etc. In conclusion, the Djouti 
and Raspi recite prayers alternately. 

t That is, line = “ race,” “branch of a family,” etc. 


VISPERED XV. XVI. XVII. 


21 


XV* 

1. As pure we praise Ahura-Mazda, as pure we praise the 
Amesha-spentas, as pure we praise the true discourse; 

2. As pure we praise all Manthras, (as pure) we praise Zara- 
thustra, who is provided with Maiithras. 

3. (May they be) profitable to the pure (whom) we praise, 
hail to the Amesha-cpentas (whom) we praise. 

4. The first of three we praise, the (one) to be spoken without 
fault, without negligence. 

5. The three first + we praise, those to be spoken without fault, 
without negligence. 

6. Three the first of all we praise, those to be spoken without 
fault, without negligence. The three, the first of all we praise, 
those to be spoken without fault, without negligence. 

7. The Has, the effectual prayers, the words, the text, the 
singing, reciting, uttering and praising, thee, the fire, the son of 
Ahura-Mazda, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. 

XVI. t 

1. With the efficacious prayers, § with the texts, with the com¬ 
mentaries, 

2. With questions, with counter questions, with measured 
texts, || * 

3. The well-spoken, 

4. Those which shall be well spoken, 

5. The well-praised, 

G. Those which shall be well praised, 

7. According to the own wisdom, 

8. According to the own publishing, 

9. According to the own will, 

10. According to the own rule, 

11. According to the own supremacy, 

12. According to the own wish, 

13. Of Ahura-Mazda, let one speak, (I praise) for increase for 
the believing mind, from the memory.^ 

XVII. 

1. Ahuna-vairya, the pure lord of purity, we praise. 

2. Him who possesses rulers and lords we praise, the pure 
Lord of purity, for He is the Lord and Master, Ahura-Mazda. 

* Thisehapter has nothing* to do with the preceding, but belongs after Ya^na xxx. 

t By “ the three first” are meant—1, the Yatha ahu vairyo ; 2, the Ashem voliu ; 
3, the Yenhe h&tanm. 

X This and the next chapter follow Yaqna xxxiv. 

§ Accoi-ding to the lluz. Tr. “ the effectual prayers” = “ the Gathas.” 

|| The lluz. Tr. explains the “measured texts ”’to be the Bishamrutas. 

TI Not clear*, in fact, the whole chapter is full of difficulties. 
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3. The portion of the Ahuna-vaiti-Gatha we praise, the Gatha 
Atmna-vaiti we praise. 

4. The Has, the efficacious prayers, the words, the text, the 
singing, reciting, uttering and praising, thee, the fire, the son of 
Ahura-Mazda, we praise, the pure lord of purity. 

XVIII. 

1. Keep ready feet, hands, and understanding, 0 Mazda- 
yagnians, Zarathustrians,* * * § 

2. For the performance of good works according to the law 
and the commandment,f 

3. For the avoidance of unlawful, forbidden, wicked works. 

4. Accomplish here good deeds. 

5. Afford help to the helpless.;}; 

6. May we here be heard for the offering of Ahura-Mazda, 
the most Profitable, who is desired by us, 

7. Through the recitation, worship, hallowing, and for the 
spreading of the Yacna-haptanhaiti. 

8. For reciting, for uttering, for victory to purity. 

9. If it is spoken unmutilated, without fault; 

10. If (one) has spoken (it), if it is spoken, § 

11. (Then is it) great, strong, victorious, without adversary, 
before all victorious prayers. 

12. For the praise of the fire of Ahura-Mazda: 

13. Prayer for the offering, praise and adoration, 

14. Namely of Ahura-Mazda, of the Amesha-cpentas, of the 
great lord of purity. 

15. For the offering, praise, satisfaction, and adoration of the 
highest lord, of Ashi swift to help, of the pra} r er at the right 
time, swift to help, of Maiithra-§penta, of the Mazdayacnian 
law, of the praiseworthy psalms; to all lords, all prayers, at the 
right time, to all the pure world for offering praise, appeasement, 
and adoration. 

16. May it be heard here from the beginning to the end. 


XIX. 

1. The fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, praise we here. 

2. The descendants of the fire, the Yazatas we praise, the 

* An exhortation to perform good works both with the body and mind. 

f The words “according to the commandment,” may also bo translated, “at the 
right time.” 

+ Lit . “ Make the wanting into not-wanting.” 

§ Or, “ lie who utters it (the Ya^na-haptanluiiti), ho who shall utter it, he is 
great, strong, victorious, without adversary, as well for the praise (i.e. uttering) of 
the victorious prayer as of the fire of Ahura-Mazda. He is a praiser, etc. 
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descendants of the fire, those sojourning in the (dwelling) of 
Rashnu, we praise. 

3. The Fravashis of the pure we praise, Qraosha the vic¬ 
torious praise we, the pure man praise we. 

4. The whole w r orld of purity praise we. 

5. The holiness and the Fravashi of Zarathustra, the holy, 
(the) pure here, praise we, the holiness and the Fravashis of all 
the pure here* praise we. 

6. All the Fravashis of the pure praise we, the Fravashis of 
the pure at home praise we, the Fravashis of the pure abroad 
praise we, the Fravashis of the pure men praise we, the Fra¬ 
vashis of the pure w r omen praise w T e. 

7. What Ahura-Mazda recognizes as good in the offering, 

8. Whose lord and master is Zarathustra :—the waters belong¬ 
ing to the region, the tracts, and trees praise we. 

9. The portion of the Yagna-haptanhaiti praise we. 

10. The Yacna-haptanhaiti praise we.—The Has, the effica¬ 
cious prayers, etc. 

XX. 

1. We lay hold on the good words, thoughts, and acts of the 
Yacna-haptanhaiti. We lay hold on 

2. Purity. 

XXI. 

1. Hail !f Ahura-Mazda praise we. Hail! the Amcsha-cpcntas 
praise we. Hail! the pure man praise we. 

2. Good luck! the first world of purity praise we. 

3. Happiness for the pure man praise we. 

4. The entire prosperity praise we, the coming to nought is for 
wicked men. 

5. The unbounded prosperity praise we. As fortunate praise 
we those pure, him who is, was, or is to be. The elements of 
the Gatha Ustavaiti praise we. The Gatha Ustavaiti praise we. 
The Has, the efficacious prayers, etc. etc.J 

XXII. 

1. Holy!^ we praise Ahura-Mazda. Holy! we praise the 
Amesha-cpenta. Holy ! we praise the pure man. 

2. Holy! we praise the fore-knowledge. || 

* That is, in this world. 

t The expression “ hail! ” (usfa) is intended to call to mind Ustavaiti (the Gatha), 
in praise of which this invocation is recited. 

t Yispercd xv. 7. 

§ Holy! spentem, used here (like usla in the preceding chapter) in remembrance 
of the Gathas ^peiita-mainyus, in praise of which this invocation is recited. 

l| That is, the seeing beforehand the consequences of one's actions. It is a cha¬ 
racteristic of Ahra-mainyus that he never sees consequences until too late. 
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3. Holy! we praise the good Qpenta-armaiti. 

4. The creatures created by the Holy One, the Pure, praise we. 

5. The first after the understanding* among the pure creatures 
praise we. 

6. The omniscient understanding praise we (namely), Ahura- 
Mazda. The sun’s light praise we. The sun, the highest 
among those on high, praise we. Together with the sun, we 
praise the Amesha-cpentas. The w r ell-performed Manthras 
praise we,+ 

7. The shining actions praise we. 

8. Brightness praise we. 

9. The herds created by the fire praise we, 

10. The pure profit which has come praise we. 

11. Wisdom praise we. Qpenta-armaiti we praise by her 
creation and (the creation) of the Asha (vahista), the pure, and 
the first creatures in purity.^ 

XXIII.§ 

1. The Vohu-Khshathra praise we. Khshathra-vairya || praise 
we, the metals praise we. 

2. The right-spoken discourse praise we, the victorious (words) 
which smite the Daevas praise we. 

3. This reward praise we, this health praise we, 

4. This remedy we praise. 

5. This advancement we praise, this spreading abroad we 
praise, this victory we praise, 

6. Which is in (the Gatha) Vohu-khshathra and Vahistoisti. 

7. In order, through the utterance of good thoughts, words, 
and works, 

8. To withstand evil thoughts, words, and works, 

9. For an atonement for my false thoughts, words, and works. 

10. The second Yayna Haptanhaiti, the sublime, pure,,lord of 

purity, praise we. 

XXIV. 

1. We lay hold on (begin) praise and adoration of the good 
waters, the trees bearing fruit of themselves, the Fravashis of the 
pure. 

2. We lay hold on praise and adoration of those who (are) 
good, water, trees, and Fravashis of the pure. 

3. We begin praise and adoration of the bull, of Gaya- 
(meretan), of Manthra-cpenta, the pure, efficacious. 

4. We begin thy praise, thy adoration, 0 Ahura-Mazda. 

* According to the tradition, Gayo-marathno (Gaiomard). 

f That is, actions agreeing with the Manthras and their precepts. 

% In the Liturgy the whole chapter must be repeated. 

§ After Ya<;ua xlix. II See note to Ya<,*na i. 5. 
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5. We begin thy praise, thy adoration, 0 Zarathustra. 

6. We begin thy offering, thy praise, 0 great lord. 

7. We begin your offering, your praise, 0 Amesha-cpentas. 

8. Hearing and pardoning praise we. 

9. The praiseworthy hearing we praise. 

10. The praiseworthy forgiveness we praise. 

11. “ Fraraiti-vidushe ” praise we, which (prayer) is in qadae- 
nais ashaonis.* 

12. “ Vohu advim advaeshem ” praise we. 

13. The second part of the Yacna praise we. The Yacna of 
the second Yacna praise we. The second part of the Yacna 
praise we. The Has, etc. 

XXV. 

1. Through this laying hold on, through this praising of the 
Amesha-cpentas, the profitable, pure, 

2. Would we praise through “ gave adais tais skyaothnais 
yais vahistais.” f 

3. The good purity which the pure knows. 

4. May the bad not know it, may we not procure that he may 
surpass, neither with thoughts, nor with words, nor with works. 
At no time may he attain to it. 

XXVI. 

1. The greatest ITail! J we praise Ahura-Mazda. The greatest 
Hail f we praise the Amesha-cpenta. The greatest Hail ! we 
praise the pure man. 

2. The best purity praise we. 

3. The Qtaota-yacnya praise we. 

4. The best wish praise we of the best purity. 

5. The best place of purity praise we, the shining, endued 
with all brightness. 

6. The best arrival at the best place praise we. 

XXVII. 

1. This reward praise we, this health, this remedy, this advance¬ 
ment, this victory. 

2. Those which are in the Ahuna and Airyama, § in order 
through the utterance of good thoughts, words, and works, to 
resist wicked thoughts, words, and works, to atone for my false 
thoughts, words, and works. We praise the portion of the Air- 
yama-ishya. We praise the Airyama-ishya. The Has, etc. 

* The words (in verses 11 and 12) which are untranslated are not clear. The verse 
may possibly be rendered, “ We praise liberality in distributing among the pure 
believers.” 

* f These words are taken from Ya^na xxxv. 10. 

t Because Ya^ua Hi. (which this chapter follows) commences with the word Yahista. 

f Name of Ya<jna liii., after which this chapter is to be recited. 
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I. 

1. I invite and announce to :* the Creator Ahura-Mazda, the 
Brilliant, Majestic, Greatest, Best, Most Beautiful, 

2. The Strongest, Most Intellectual, of the best body, the 
Highest through holiness ; 

3. Who is very wise, who rejoices afar, 

4. Who created us, who formed us, who keeps us, the Holiest 
among the heavenly. 

5. I invite and announce to : Yohu-mano, Asliavahista, Ksha- 
thra-vairya, Qpenta-armaiti, Haurvat, and Ameretat ; 1 

6. The body of the cow, the soul of the cow, 2 the fire (the 
son) of Ahura-Mazda, the most helpful 3 of the Amesha-cpentas. 

7. I invite and announce to: the day-times, 4 the lords of 
purity, the pure Havani lord of purity. 

8. I invite and announce to : Qavanhi 5 Yi§za, the pure, lords 
of purity. 

9. I invite and announce to : Mithra, 6 who possesses wide 
pastures, has one thousand ears, ten thousand eyes, possesses a 
renowned name, the worthy of adoration, and the Ramaqactra. 7 

10. I invite and announce to : Rapithwina, the pure, lprd of 
purity. 

11. I invite and announce to : Fradat-fshu and Zantuma, 8 the 
pure, lord of purity. 

12. I invite and announce to : Asha-vahista and the fire, the 
son of Ahura-Mazda. 

13. I invite and announce to: Uzayeirina, the pure, lord of 
purity. 

14. I invite and announce to: Frudat-vira and Daqyuma, 9 the 
pure, lord of purity. 

15. I invite and announce to: the great lord, the navel of the 
waters 10 and the water created by Ahura-Mazda. 

16. I invite and announce to: Aiwifruthrema Aibigaya, the 
pure, lord of purity. 

* See Xote to Yispcred I. 1. 
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17. I invite and announce to : Fradat-vhppanmhujyati and 
Zarathustrotema, 11 the pure, lord of purity. 

18. I invite and announce to : the Fravashis of the pure, the 
women who have bands of men, the yearly good dwelling. 

19. To strength the well-formed, beautiful, to Veretragna 
(victory) created by Ahura-Mazda, and the Vanainti (blow) 
which descends from above. * 12 

20. I invite and announce to.: Ushahina, the pure, lord of 
purity. 

21. I invite and annouuce to : Berejya and Nmanya, the 
pure, lords of purity. 13 

22. I invite and announce to : Qraosha, the holy, sublime, 
victorious, who advances the world. 14 

23. To Kaslmu the justest, and Arstat who promotes and 
extends the world. 

24. I invite and announce to: the monthly festivals, 15 lords 
of purity, the pure New Moon, Mistress of purity. 

25. I invite and announce to: the Full Moon, and Yishap- 
tatha,t the pure, Mistress of purity. 

2G. I invite and announce to : the yearly festivals, the lords 
of purity, the pure Maidhyo-zaremaya, lord of purity. 

27. I invite and announce to : Maidhyoshema, the pure, lord 
of purity. 

28. I invite and announce to : Paitishahya, the pure, lord 
of purity. 

29. 1 invite and announce to: Ayathrema, the promoter, who 
distributes strength, the pure, lord of purity. 

30. I invite and announce to : Maidhyairya, the pure, lord of 
purity. 

31. I invite and announce to : Hamagpathmaedaya, the pure, 
lord of purity. 

32. I invite and announce to: the years, lords of purity. 

33. I invite and announce to: all the lords who are lords of 
purity; the thirty-three nearest, 16 who are round about Havani, 
of the best pure, whom Ahura-Mazda has taught, Zarathustra 
announced. 

34. I invite and announce to : Ahura 17 and Mithra, both great, 
imperishable, pure; and to the stars, the creatures of Qpenta- 
mainyus. 

35. And the star Tistrya, 18 shining, brilliant, and the moon 
which contains the seed of earth and the shining sun with the 
swift horses, the eye of Ahura-Mazda and Mithra, the lord of the 
region. 

* Lit “ The smiting height Vanainti is an adjective. 

f That is, “destroyer of the darkness of night.” See Ya<;na ii. 33, and Khorda- 
Avesta xxiii. (Mah-yast). 
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36. I invite and announce to: Ahura-Mazda, 19 the shining, 
brilliant. 

37. I invite and announce to: the Fravashis of the pure. 

38. I invite and announce to : thee, the fire, the son of Ahura- 
Mazda, together with all fires. 

39. I invite and announce to: the good waters, all the waters 
created by Mazda, all the trees created by Mazda. 

40. I invite and announce to : Manthra-gpenta, the pure, 
efficacious, the adversary against the Daevas, the Zarathustrian, 
the long precept, 20 the good Mazdayagnian law. 

41. I invite and announce to: the mountain Ushi-darena, 21 
created by Mazda, which possesses pure brightness; all the 
mountains which have pure brightness, have much brightness, 
which are created by Mazda. 

42. And the kingly majesty 22 created by Mazda, and the 
indestructible majesty created by Mazda. 

43. I invite and announce to : Ashis-vahuhi, the good wisdom, 
the good righteousness, the good Ragangtat, the brightness, the 
utility created by Mazda. 23 

44. I invite and announce to: the pious good blessing, the 
pious pure man, the strong, mighty (genius), highest in wisdom, 
worthy of adoration. 21 

45. I invite and announce to : these regions and places, pas¬ 
tures, dwellings, fountains, waters, climates, trees, this earth, 
this heaven, the pure wind, the stars, the moon, the sun, the 
eternal lights, the self-created, all pure creatures of Qpenta- 
mainyus, male and female, the lords of purity. 

46. I invite and announce to : the great lord over purity, 
the day, day-times, month-feasts, year-feasts, years which are the 
times of purity, 25 (and especially) the time Ilavani. 

47. I invite and announce to : the Fravashis of the pure, the 
strong, very mighty, the Fravashis of those who had the first 
belief, the Fravashis of the nearest relations, 26 the Fravashi of 
(my) own soul. 

48. I invite and announce to : all lords of purity. 

49. I invite and announce to : all those who have good wis¬ 
dom, the genii of heaven, and the world worthy of adoration, 
who are to be worshipped and praised on account of the best 
purity. 

50. Ilavani, pure, lord of purity. 

51. Qavanhi, pure, lord of purity. 

52. Rapithwina, pure, lord of purity. 

53. Uzayeirina, pure, lord of purity. 

54. Aivvigruthrema Aibigaya, pure, lord of purity. 

55. Ushahina, pure, lord of purity. 

56. If I have pained thee, 
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57. Be it with thoughts, be it with words, be it with works, 

58. Be it willingly, be it against (my) will, 

59. I praise thee (now) there-for; I invite thee, if I have 
neglected thee in praise and prayer. 

60. All ye lords, greatest, pure, lords of purity. 

Gl. If I have pained you, 

62. Be it with thoughts, be it with words, be it with works, 

63. Be it willingly, be it unwillingly, 

64. I praise you (now) there-for, I invoke you, if I have 
neglected you in praise and prayer. 

65. I profess (myself) as a Mazdayagnian, a follower of Zara- 
thustra, an adversary of the Daevas, a worshipper of Ahura. 27 

66. To Havani, the pure, lord of purity, praise, prayer, con¬ 
tentment, and praise. 

67. To Qavahhi and Vigya, the pure, lords of purity, praise, 
prayer, contentment, and commendation. 

68. To the lords, the days, day-times, monthly feasts, year 
feasts, years, praise, prayers, contentment, and commendation. 


NOTES TO YAQNA I. 

1 Yv. 1-5. After an invocation to Ahura-Mazda, as the Supreme God, 
and the first of the Amesha-gpentas, these latter are also invoked as 
being the protectors of the world, each having a separate portion under 
hi3 (in one case “her”) special care. These Amesha-gpentas are as 
follows— 1. Yohu-mano (Bahman), the protector of all living creatures. 
His especial adversary is Ako-mano. 2. Asha-vahista (Ardibehist), 
the genius of fire. His opponent is Andar. According to the later 
mythology, Asha-vahista’s especial function is to keep mankind joyful 
and cheerful. Those who are gloomy and melancholy are forfeited to 
Andar. 3. Khshathra-vairya (Shahrevar) is the lord and protector of 
metals. The care of the poor is also entrusted to him. His opponent 
is Caurva (Saval). 4. Cpenta-armaiti (Cpandarmat or Cpandomat) is a 
female genius, the goddess of the earth. In the older writings she is 
especially the goddess of wisdom ; in the later, she bestows a good way 
of life, fluency of speech, etc. Her opponent is Naonhaithi (— the 
Skr. “ Nasatya,” an appellation of Agvina). 5 and 6. Haurvat and 
Ameretat are almost always named together. The former is the lord 
of the waters, the latter of the trees. According to the Sad-der 
Bundehesh, it is they who afford what is profitable and agreeable in 
food. Their opponents are Taric and Zaric (Taura and Zairica). 
According to the above, there are only six Amesha-gpentas, Ahura- 
Hazda being counted as the seventh; but in the later mythology, Ahura- 
Mazda is no longer reckoned among the Amesha-gpentas, and Crausha 
(Crosh) completes the number. See also note to v. 22. 

2 V. 6. In the old Persian mythology, a Primeval Bull (or Cow) was 
the first and sole inhabitant of the earth; and being slain by Anra- 
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mainyus, all kinds of profitable com and grain were produced from his 
body, while his soul went to heaven, where it complained that the 
world was now without protection, and would be destroyed by Anra- 
mainyus. Hereupon the Fravashi (soul) of Zarathustra was shown to 
the disconsolate animal, who forthwith became pacified. 

3 Y. 6. Lit., “ who most comes near,” viz., when he is invoked for 
assistance. 

4 Y. 7. With regard to the “day-times,” the Bundehesh says:— 
“When it is morning then it is the Gah Havan (Havani), mid-day is 
the Gah Bapitwin (Bapithwina), at twilight is the Gah TJziren (TJza- 
yeirina), when the stars appear it is the Gah Aibigrutem (Aiw^ruthrema), 
and from midnight till the stars disappear is the Gah Ushahina.” With 
the last-named Gah began the recital of the Yendidad-Sade, which 
eould only be performed efficaciously during the night, whereas the 
Ya$na by itself might be recited in the morning. Therefore in this 
passage Havani is placed first. For the Gahs see also the Khorda- 
Avesta. 

6 Y. 8. According to the gloss, Cavanhi is the assistant of Havani, 
who increases the cattle; and Yi$ya is the tutelary genius of the clan. 

6 Y. 9. Hithra is the lord of light, and one of the most important of 
all the secondary divinities. See especially Khorda-Avesta xxvi., 
Mihr-yast, and the notes thereto. 

7 Y. 9. Bama-qaQtra (Bameshne-qarom) is the genius through whom 
we have enjoyment in food. 

8 Y. 11. Fradat-fshu is the genius who increases the cattle. Zantuma, 
“ the head of an assembly.” 

9 Y. 14. Fradat-vira, the genius who increases mankind. Daqyuma, 
" the head of a whole province.” 

10 Y. 15. By “the great lord, the navel of the waters,” the glosses 
understand the fabulous mountain Arburj (Alburj), -which, according to 
the old Persian eosmogony, surrounds the world. The Bundehesh also 
says that all waters flow from Arburj and return to it. It is worthy of 
note that the prefix “ ar” is the Semitic nn = “ mountains,” and 
not the Iranian gairi. Possibly the idea may have been derived from 
a Semitic source. Instead of the “ navel of the waters,” tfo may 
translate “ the moisture of the waters.” 

11 Y. 17. Yi^panm-hujyaiti is “ good-health ” personified. Zara- 
thustrotema is the high priest. Cf. Yaqna xix. 50 ff. 

12 Y. 19. These three things, “ strength,” “ victory,” and “ smiting,” 
are here especially referred to as proceeding from Ahura, because there 
is also a bad strength, etc., which proceeds from Anra-mainyus. 

13 Y. 21. Berejyarz “a genius who watches over the growth of corn.” 
Nmanya =: “ head of a house.” 

14 Y. 22. Craosha, as before stated, is the seventh Amesha-^penta. 
His especial duty was to watch over the world, and above all, to pro¬ 
tect it in the night-time, during which he was to traverse the whole 
world three times, and combat the Daeva Aeshma seven times. Accord¬ 
ing to the Parsecs, the night is an especial development of the power 
of Anra-mainyus, and the Daevas work their deeds in darkness. Hence 
morning and evening prayers were addressed to Craosha, The cock 
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also was sacred to him. The later mythology made Craosha the mes¬ 
senger of the gods, an office formerly attributed to Nairy-cahha {cf . 
Vend. xxii.). In the older period Qraosha was sometimes held to be an 
invisible warning voice, like the “ Bathqol 55 of the Semites. 

15 Y. 24. By the “ monthly feasts,” are meant the Gathas, which are 
celebrated during the last ten* days of the year. 

16 Y. 33. What these thirty-three things are is extremely doubtful. 
Anquetil says: “ These thirty-three things are twenty-six vases and instru¬ 
ments of religion , flesh, the Horn , the Perahom , the Darouns , the roots of 
a tree, the flowers , and the odour sP 

17 Y. 34. Ahura here signifies the planet Jupiter, which was called 
by the Armenians Ahura-Mazda. Mithra is probably the sun. 

19 Y. 35. Tistrya is Sirius, a mighty star in Parsee mythology. See 
Khorda-Avesta xxiv., Tistar-yast. 

19 Y. 36. Ahura-Mazda here signifies the day Ormazd, the first of 
the month. 

20 Y. 40. What “the long precept 75 signifies is not quite clear, but 
it seems to refer to the explaining [or teaching] the holy writings. 

21 Y. 41. Ushi-darena is the mountain Hoshdastar of the later 
mythology, from which the fabulous kings descended. It is a doctrine 
of the Parsee works that kings originally came down endowed with a 
peculiar brightness from heaven. ( Cf Exodus xxxiv. 30-35, “ The 
skin of Moses' face shone,” etc.) 

22 V. 42. The “kingly majesty 55 refers to a peculiar ray, or divine 
light, possessed by Yima, which was afterwards taken away from him 
on account of his bad deeds, and with it disappeared happiness and 
blessing. ( Cf. Weber, Indisch. Studien, iii. p. 412.) The “imperish¬ 
able majesty 55 refers, according to the gloss, to the spiritual majesty of 
the Athravas and Herbeds, which is to be obtained through wisdom. 

23 Y. 43. The beings here invoked are merely abstract personifications. 

24 Y. 44. Neriosengh explains the “strong mighty genius 55 to imply 
“ an oath, 55 which is accounted by the later Parsees a holy thing. The 
Huzvaresh Tr., however, has no such gloss, nor is it in accordance with 
the older system. 

25 Y. 46. “ The great lord over purity 55 is probably Ahura-Mazda. 
“ The times of purity 55 may also be translated “ the lords of purity. 

26 Y. 47. By “nearest relations 55 are meant those for whose souls it 
is enjoined to make offerings. Cf. Weber’s Indisch. Stud, iii., p. 418 ff. 

27 Y. 65. The chapter ends properly with verse 64, the remaining 
four verses are a prayer spoken by the Zaota and llaqpi together. 

II. 

1. Zaothra, I wish (thee) hither with praise. 1 

2. Barecma, I wish (thee) hither with praise. 

3. Barecma, I wish (thee) hither with praise. Zaothra, I wish 
(thee) hither with praise. 

4. Zaothra, united with Barecma, I wish (thee) hither with 
praise. 

* Or Jive , according to the modern Parsees. 
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5. Barecma, united with Zaothra, I wish (thee) hither with 
praise. 

G. Here by means of the Zaothra, I wish this Barecma hither 
with praise. 

7. By means of this Barecma, I wish this Zaothra hither with 
praise. 

8. Together with Zaothra, I wish this Barecma hither -with 
praise. 

9. This Barecma, together with Zaothra, together with bind¬ 
ing, the bound together with purity, wish I hither with praise. 

10. Here, with this Zaothra, with this Barecma, I wish hither 
with praise : Ahura-Mazda, the pure, lord of purity. 

11. The Amesha- 9 pentas, the good rulers, the very wise, wish 
I hither with praise. 

12. Here, with Zaothra and Bareyma, I wish hither with 
praise: the day-times, the pure, lords of purity. 

13. Ilavani, the pure, lord of purity, wish I hither with praise. 

14. Qavahhi and Yicya, the pure, lords of purity, w 7 ish I 
hither with praise. 

15. Here, with Zaothra and Barecma, wish I hither with 
praise: Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, has one thousand 
ears, ten thousand eyes, who possesses a renowned name, 
the worthy of adoration ; —Rama-qactra, w T ish I hither with 
praise. 

1G. Here, with Zaothra and Bareqma, I wish hither with 
praise: Bapithwina, the pure, lord of purity. 

17. Fradat-fshu and Zantuma, the pure, lords of purity, wish 
I hither with praise. 

18. Here, with Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise: Asha-vahista, the tire, the son of Ahura-Mazda. 

19. Here, with Za6thra and Barecma, I wish hither with 

praise: Uzayeirina, the pure, lord of purity. ' 

20. Fradat-vira and Daqyuma, the pure, lords of purity, wish 
I hither with praise. 

21. Here, witli Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise: the great lords possessing women, shining, the navel of 
the waters, possessing swift horses, 2 

22. And the water created by Mazda, I wish hither with 
praise. 

23. Here, with Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : Aiwicruthrema Aibigaya, the pure, lord of purity. 

24. The Fradat-vicpaiiin-hujyaiti and the Zarathustrotema, 
wish I hither with praise, the pure lords of purity. 

25. Here, with Zaothra and Barecma, 1 wish hither w T ith 
praise : the good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure; the women 
who have an assembly of men, wish I hither with praise. The 
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yearly good dwelling, wish I hither with praise. The powers, 
the well-formed, beautiful, wish I hither with praise. The 
Verethraghna (victory) created by Ahura, wish 1 hither with 
praise. The Vanaihti (blow), which descends from on high, wish 
I hither with praise. 

26. Here, with Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : Ushahina, the pure, lord of purity, 

'27. And Berejya and Nmanya, the pure, lords of purity, wish 
I hither with praise. 

28. Here, with Zaothra and Barecma, I call hither with 
praise : the holy Qraosha, the beautiful, victorious, advancing 
the world, the pure, lord of purity, 

29. And Rashnu, the justest, wish I hither with praise, 

30. And Arstat, who advances and increases the w T orld, wish I 
hither with praise. 

31. Here, with Zaothra and Baregma, I wish hither with 
praise : the monthly feasts, the pure, lords of purity. 

32. The New-Moon, the pure, Mistress of purity, wish I 
hither with praise. 

33. The Full-Moon, Vishaptatha, 3 the pure, Mistress of purity, 
wish I hither with praise. 

34. Here, with Zaothra, with Barecma, I wish hither with 
purity : the yearly festivals, the pure, lords of purity. 

35. Maidhyo-zaremaya, the pure, lord of purity, wish I hither 
with praise. 

36. Here, etc., Maidhyoshema, the pure, lord of purity, I wish 
hither with praise. 

37. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : Paitishahya, the pure, lord of purity. 

38. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : Ayathrema, the advancer, who distributes strength, the 
pure, lord of purity. 

39. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, wish I hither with 
praise : Maidhyairya, the pure, lord of purity. 

40. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : Hamacpathmaedaya, the pure, lord of purity. 

41. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : the pure years, lords of purity. 

42. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : all lords of purity. 

43. Which are the lords of purity, the three-and-thirty nearest, 
which are round about Havani, which belong to the best purity, 
which Ahura-Mazda has taught, Zarathustra announced. 

44. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : Ahura and Mithra, the great, indestructible, pure, 

45. And the stars, the moon, the sun, the trees which bear 
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Barecma, 4 [and] Mithra, the lord of all regions, wish I hither 
with praise. 

46. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic. 

47. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : the good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure. 

48. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise: thee, the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, the pure, lord of 
purity, together with all fires. 

49. Here, with the Zaothra and the Barecma, I wish hither 
with praise: the good waters, the best, created by Mazda, pure; 
all the pure waters created by Mazda, I wish hither with praise, 
all the pure trees created by Ahura, I wish hither with praise. 

50. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise: the Manthra-Qpenta, the very brilliant. 

51. The law, that given against the Daevas (Vendidad), wish 
I hither with praise. 

52. The law, the Zarathustrian, wish I hither with praise. 

53. The long precept, wish I hither with praise : the good 
Mazdayacnian law, I wish hither with praise. 

54. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise: the mountain Ushi-darena, created by Mazda, possessed 
of pure brightness, worthy of adoration ; all mountains possessed 
of pure brightness, possessed of much brightness, created by 
Mazda, pure, lords of purity, I wish hither with praise. 

55. The strong, kingly majesty, created by Mazda, I wish 
hither with praise. 

56. The strong, imperishable majesty, created by Mazda, wish 
I hither with praise. 

57. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : Ashi-vahuhi, 'Ivshoithni, the great, strong, beautiful, 
enduring ; the brightness created by Mazda, I wish hithe'r with 
praise. The profitableness, created by Mazda, I wish hither with 
praise. 

58. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : the good benediction, the pure pious man, I wish hither 
with praise : the strong, steadfast (genius), highest in wisdom, 
worthy of adoration, I wish hither with praise. 

59. Here, with the Zaothra, with the Barcfma, I wish hither 
with praise: these waters, and the earth, and the trees. These 
regions, and places, and pastures* and dwellings, and fountains, 
I wish hither with praise. This, lord of the regions, I wish 
hither with praise, Ahura-Mazda. 

60. Here, with the Zaothra and Baregma, I wish hither with 
praise : all the very great lords; day-times, days, monthly 
festivals, yearly festivals, years. 
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61. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : the good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure. 

02. Here, with the Zaothra and Barecma, I wish hither with 
praise : all pure (genii), worthy of adoration. 

63. All lords of purity, I wish hither w T ith praise. 

64. At the time Havani, at the time Qavanhi and Vicya, at 
the great times. 5 

NOTES TO YAQNA II. 

1 Y. 1-10. To understand this chapter it must be noted that while 
the precediug contained a general invitation to all good spirits, etc., 
whose presence was desired, the present chapter invokes them still 
more earnestly by means of the Zatithra^ or consecrated water, and the 
Baregma, or bundle of sacred twigs, both of which the priest must hold 
in his hand during the offering. The Zaota (priest) wishes, therefore, 
first for the Zaothra and Barecjma separately (v. 1-2), next for both 
together, only inverting the order (v. 3), and finally for the joining 
together of the two. This part of the ceremony is effected at v. 6, 
during the recitation of which, as the liturgical notes inform us, a por¬ 
tion of the holy water is poured over the Barecma. At v. 10, the priest 
places his hand on the consecrated Bareqma, and commences an invoca¬ 
tion to Akura-Mazda and all the good genii invited in chap. i. The 
words, “ I wish hither with praise,” run in the translations, “ I wish 
hither for this offering, or in this offering.” Amongst the Parsees, 
“offering” and “worship” are so closely connected that it is difficult 
to find a suitable expression in another language. 

2 Y. 21. It is to be observed that all the adjectives in this verse, 
“provided with women,” “shining,” and “having swift horses,” are 
wanting in Yagna i. 15, with which this verse corresponds. 

3 Y. 33. That is, “ the destroyer of the darkness of night.” 

4 Y. 45. An addition peculiar to this chapter, which is wanting in 
the parallel passage, Yacjna i. 34-35; whilst in that chapter are some 
additions which are wanting here. 

5 Y. 64. The “great times,” are those mentioned in v. 60. 

III. 

1. With Barecma laid down, 1 which is bound with Zaothra, I 
desire at the time of Havani, 

2. Food, Myazda—Ilaurvat, Ameretat, and the well-created 
cow, 2 

3. For the satisfaction of Almra-Mazda, (and) the Amesha- 
epentas, 

4. For satisfying Qraoslia, the holy, worthy of honour, vic¬ 
torious, advancing the world. 

5. The Haoma and Para-haoma, 3 I wish hither with com¬ 
mendation, 
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6. To satisfy the Fravashi of the holy Zarathustra, the pure. 

7. The wood, I wish hither with praise, and the fragrancy, 4 

8. For thy satisfaction, fire, son of Ahura-Mazda. 

9. The Haomas, I wish hither with praise, 

10. For satisfaction to the good waters, to the good waters 
created by Ahura-Mazda. 

11. The Haoma-water, I wish hither with praise. 

12. The flesh of living beings, I call hither with praise. 

13. The tree Hadha-naepata, uplifted with purity, I wish 
hither with praise. 

14. To satisfy the waters created by Ahura-Mazda. 

15. This Bare§ma, bound with Zaothra, provided with binding- 
round, which is bound together in holiness, I wish hither with 
praise, to satisfy the Amesha-cpentas. 5 

16. The well-thought, well-spoken, and well-performed 6 words, 
I wish hither with praise. 

17. The singing of the Gathas, I wish hither with praise. 

18. The well-made Manthras, I wish hither with praise. 

19. The lordship, holiness, righteousness, and the prayer at 
the right time, I wish hither with praise. 

20. For contentment of the pure Yazatas, heavenly and earthly, 
for the satisfaction of (my) own soul. 

21. I wish hither with praise: 7 for the day-times, the lords of 
purity, Havani, the pure, lord of purity. 

22. I wish hither with praise: for Qavanhi and Vi§ya, the 
pure, lord of purity. 

23. I wish hither with praise : for Mithra, who possesses wide 
pastures, has a thousand ears, ten thousand eyes, is possessed 
of a renowned name, and for Rama-qactra. 

24. I wish hither with praise : for Rapithwina, the pure, lord 
of purity. 

25. I wish hither with praise : for Fradat-fshu and Zantuma, 
the pure, lord of purity. 

26. I wish hither with praise : for Asha-Yahista and the fire, 
the son of Ahura-Mazda. 

27. I wish hither with praise: for Uzayeirina, the pure, lord 
of purity. 

28. I wish hither with praise : for Fradat-Vira and Daqyuma, 
the pure, lord of purity. 

29. 1 wish hither with praise: for the great lord, the navel of 
the waters, the w r ater created by-Mazda. 

30. I wish hither with praise : for Aiwicruthrema Aibigaya, 
the pure, lord of purity. 

31. I wish hither with praise : for Fradat-vi^paiim-hujyaiti 
and the Zaratliustrotcma, the pure, lord of purity. 

32. I wish hither with praise : for the Fravashis of the pure, 
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the women who are possessed of hosts of men, the yearly good 
dwelling. 

33. For the well-formed, beautiful, strength, [for] the Yereth- 
ragna, created by Ahura-Mazda and Yanainti, which descends 
from on high. 

34. I wish hither with praise : for Ushahina, the pure, lord of 
purity. 

• 35. I wish hither with praise : for Berejya and Nmanya, the 
pure, lord of purity. 

30. I wish hither with praise : for Qraosha, the holy, worthy 
of adoration, victorious, advancing the world. 

37. For Bashnu, the most righteous, and Arstat, who fur¬ 
thers and increases the world. 

38. I wish hither with praise : for the monthly festivals, the* 
lords of purity, for the New Moon, Mistress of purity. 

39. 1 wish hither with praise : for the Full Moon and Vishap- 
tatha, the pure, Mistress of purity. 

40. I wish hither with praise : for the yearly festivals, the 
lords of purity, for Maidhyo-zaremayo, the pure, lord of purity. 

41. I wish hither with praise: for Maidhyoshema, the pure, 
lord of purity. 

42. 1 wish hither with praise : for Paitishahya, the pure, lord 
of purity. 

43. 1 wish hither with praise : for Ayathrema, the furtherer, the 
distributor of strength, the pure, lord of purity. 

44. I wish hither with praise ; for Maidhyairya, the pure, 
lord of purity. 

45. I wish hither with praise : for Hamagpathmaedaya, the 
pure, lord of purity. 

46. 1 wish hither with praise: for the years, the lords of 
purity. 

47. I wish hither with praise : for all the lords who are the 
lords of purity, the thirty-three nearest about Ilavani, of the best 
purity, which Ahura-Mazda has taught, Zarathustra announced. 

48. I wish hither with praise : for Ah lira and Mithra, both 
great, imperishable, pure, and the stars, the creatures of Qpenta- 
mainyus, 

49. And for Tistrya, the shining, brilliant Star, the Moon 
which contains the seed of cattle, and for the Sun, the shining, 
possessing swift horses, the eye of Ahura-Mazda, the lord of the 
regions. 

50. I wish hither with praise: for Ahura-Mazda, the shining, 
brilliant. 8 

51. 1 wish hither with praise : for the Fravashis of the pure. 

52. I wish hither with praise : for thee, the tire, the son of 
Ahura-Mazda, together with all tires. 
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53. I wish hither with praise: for the good water, for all 
waters created by Ahura-Mazda, and all trees created by 
Mazda. 

54. I wish hither with praise: for the Manthra Qpenta, the 
pure, efficacious, the law which is given against the Daevas, for 
the Zarathustrian law, for the long precepts, the good Mazda- 
yagnian law. 

55. I wish hither with praise : for the mountain Ushi-darena, 
created by Mazda, endowed with pure brightness, for all moun¬ 
tains endowed with pure brightness, endowed with much bright¬ 
ness, created by Mazda. 

5G. For the kingly majesty created by Mazda, for the im¬ 
perishable majesty created by Mazda. 

57. I wish hither with praise : for Ashis-vanuhi, for the good 
wisdom, the good Erethe, the good Eagaiictat, for the bright¬ 
ness, the profit, created by Mazda. 

58. I wish hither with praise : for the pious good blessing, for 
the pious pure man, for the strong steadfast Yazata, highest in 
wisdom. 

59. I wish hither with praise : for the regions, places, pas¬ 
tures, dwellings, fountains, waters, territories, trees, this earth, 
this heaven, the pure wind : for the stars, the moon, the sun, 
the eternal self-created lights, for all creatures of Openta-mainyus, 
for the pure men and women, the lords of purity. 

GO. I wish hither with commendation : the great lords of 
purity, the days, day-times, monthly festivals, yearly festivals, 
years, which are the lords of purity, for the time Ilavani. 

61. I wish hither with praise: Myazda, food, Haurvat and 
Ameretat, the well -created cow, for the satisfaction of Craosha, 
the holy, strong, wliope body is the Manthra, with a strong 
weapon, descended from Ahura-Mazda, possessing a renowned 
name, worthy of adoration. 

G2. The iiaoina and Para-haoma I wish hither with praise: 
for the satisfaction of the Fravashi of the holy Zarathustra, the 
pure, possessing a renowned name, worthy of adoration. 

G3. The wood wish I hither with praise, together with fra¬ 
grance, for thy satisfaction, fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, the 
pure, possessing a renowned name, worthy of honour. 

G4. Food and Myazda, etc. 9 

G5. I wish hither with praise : for the Fravashis of the pure, 
strong, very mighty, who first had the faith, the Fravashis of the 
nearest relations. 

GG. I wish hither with purity : for all lords of purity. 

G7. I wish hither with purity : for all good-created Yazatas, 
the heavenly and the earthly, who are worthy of praise and 
worthy of adoration, on account of the best purity. 
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GS. I confess myself a Mazdayagnian, following Zaratlmstra, 
hostilely-minded to the Daevas, given to the faith in Ahura. 10 

GO. To Ilavani, the pure, lord of purity, for praise, prayer, 
satisfaction, and laud. 

70. To Qavanhi and Yicya, the pure, lord of purity, for praise, 
for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

71. To the lords of the days, the day-times, monthly feasts, 
yearly feasts, year3 for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

NOTES TO YAQNA III. 

1 V. 1. The glosses explain the word, “laid down,” “the Baregma 
which is laid upon the Bareipna-supporter.” 

2 Y. 2. Myazda with the later Parsecs) signifies originally, as 

the etymology of the word shows, flesh in general; but in the Avesta 
it is particularly employed of the flesh offered to Ahura-Mazda and the 
genii. Haurvat and Ameretat here stand for the water and the trees, 
not the genii themselves: “ the well-created cow ” (or the cow “ created 
by the good principle,” as hudhdo may also be translated) is invoked as 
the giver of the flesh required in the offering. 

a Y. 5. Para-haoma is the juice obtained from the Habma plant. 

4 Y. 7. This verse refers to the odoriferous woods placed on the fire 
at the offering. 

5 Y. 15. See Yagna ii. 9. 

6 Y. 16. See note to Yispered xxii. 6. 

7 V. 21. Snbaudi, all the objects mentioned in the preceding verses. 

8 V. 50. See Yagna i. 36. 

9 Y. 64. Here Yagna iii. 2-63 must be repeated again. 

10 Y. 68. See Yatjna i. 65. 

IV. 

1. These good thoughts, words, and works, 

2. These Ilaomas, Myazdas, Zaothras, this Bare^ma, bound 
together in holiness, llaurvat, Ameretat, the well-created cow, 
the well-created flesh, the Ilaoma and Para-haoma, wood and 
fragrance. 

3. This lordship, purity, righteousness, prayer at the right 
time, the reciting of the Gathas, the well-made Manthras, we 
give, and we make known. We make them known ; # 

4. To Ahura-Mazda and the holy Qraosha, to the Amcsha- 
qpentas, to the Fravashis of the pure, the souls of the pure, the fire, 
the son of Ahura-Mazda, to the great lord and the whole world 
of purity, for praise, for prayer, satisfaction and commendation. 

5. Then we make known these good thoughts, words, and 
deeds; 

* In the previous chapter we have seen that the various tilings requisite for the 
offering were desired : in this chapter they arc considered as present and are solemnly 
presented to Ahura-Mazda and all the good genii. 
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6. These Haomas, Myazdas, and Zaothras, this Barecma, 
bound together in holiness, the well-created cow, Haurvat, 
Ameretat, the well-created flesh, the Ilaoina and Para-haoma, 
wood and fragrance ; 

7. This lordship, purity, punctuality, utterance of prayer at 
the right time, the recitation of the Gathas, the well-made 
Mahthras we offer and we make them known. 

8. We make them known : to the Amesha-cpentas, possessed 
of good lordship, wise, ever-living, ever-profitable : 

9. Which live together with Vohu-mano, and to the women 
also.* 

L0. Then we make them known: for the filling of this dwell¬ 
ing, for the furtherance of this dwelling,! of the cattle, of the 
men born (earlier), and those who are yet to be born, of the 
pure who are (now) here. 

11. Then we make them known: to the good Fravashis of the 
pure, who are strong, mighty, for protection to the pure. 

12. Then we make them known : to the Creator Ahura-Mazda, 
the Brilliant, Majestic, the Heavenly Spirit, to the Amesha- 
cpentas, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

13. Then we make them known: to the pure day-times, the 
lords of purity, to llavani, the pure, lord of purity, for praise, 
for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

14. Then we make them known : to Qavanhi and Vi£ya, the 
pure, lord of purity, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and 
laud. 

15. Then we make them known : to Mithra, who has wide 
pastures, possesses a thousand ears and ten thousand eyes, the 
Yazata with the renowned name, and to Raina-qactra, for praise, 
for adoration, contentment, and laud. 

1G. Then we make tliem known : to Rapithwina, the pure, lord 
of purity, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud.' 

17. Then we make them known : to Fradat-fshu and Zautuma, 
the pure, lord of purity, for, etc. 

18. Then we make them known : to Asha-vahista and the fire 
(the son) of Ahura-Mazda, for praise, adoration, satisfaction, and 
laud. 

19. Then we make them known: to Uzayeirina, the pure,lord 
of purity, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

20. Then wc make them known : to Fradat-viraand Daqyuma, 
the pure, lord of purity, for praise, etc. 

21. Then we make them known : to the great lord, the navel 

* That is, we announce this offering to the female Amesha-cpentas as well as to 
the male. 

f The gloss says, “that the dwelling may increase in number,” i.e. that the family 
may increase. 
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of the waters, and to the waters created by Ahura-Mazda, for 
praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

22. Then we make them known : to Aiwicruthrema Aibigaya, 
the pure, lord of purity, for praise, etc. 

23. Then we make them known; to the Fradat-vicpahm-huj- 
yaiti and the Zarathustrotema, the pure, lord of purity, for 
praise, etc. 

24. Then we make them known : to the Fravashis of the pure, 
the women who have hosts of men, and the yearly good dwelling, 
the strong, well-formed, well-increased, to the victory created by 
Ahura-Mazda, the blow that descends from on high, for praise, etc. 

25. Then we make them known : to Ushahina, the pure, lord 
of purity, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

26. Then we make them known : to Berejya and Nmanya, the 
pure, lord of purity, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and 
laud. 

27. Then we make them known : to the holy Qraosha, the 
sublime, victorious, advancing the world. 

28. To Rashnu, the most just, and to Arstat, who furthers 
and increases the world, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, 
and laud. 

29. Then we make them known : to the monthly festivals, the 
lords of purity, to the pure New Moon, Mistress of purity, for 
praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and land. 

30. Then we make them known: to the Full Moon Yishaptatha, 
the pure, Mistress of purity, for praise, for adoration, satisfac¬ 
tion, and laud. 

31. Then we make them known: to the yearly festivals, the 
lords of purity, to Maidhyo-zaremaya, the pure, lord of purity, 
for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

32. Then we make them known : to Maidhyoshema, the pure, 
lord of purity, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

33. Then we make them known : to Paitishakya, the pure, 
lord of purity, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

34. Then we make them known : to Ayathrema, the furtherer, 
the distributor of strength, the pure, lord of purity, for praise, 
for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

35. Then we make them known : to Maidhyairya, the pure, 
lord of purity, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

36. Then we make them knowm : to Hamaspathmaedaya, the 
pure, lord of purity, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and 
laud. 

37. Then wrn make them known : to the years, the lords of 
purity, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

38. Then we make them knowm: to all the lords who are the 
lords of purity, to the thirty-three nearest which are round about 
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Havani, which spring from the best purity which Ahura-Mazda 
has taught, Zarathustra announced, for praise, for adoration, 
satisfaction, and laud. 

39. Then we make them known: to Ahura and Mithra, the great, 
imperishable, pure, to the Stars, the creatures created by Qpenta- 
mainyus, to the star Tistrya, the brilliant, shining, to the Moon 
which contains the seed of the cattle, to the shining Sun with 
swift horses, the eye of Ahura-Mazda, to Mithra, the lord of 
the regions, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

40. Then we make them known: to Ahura-Mazda, the Bril¬ 
liant, Majestic, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

41. Then we make them known : to the Fravashis of the pure, 
for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

42. Then w 7 e make them known : to thee, Fire, son of Ahura- 
Mazda, together with all fires, for praise, for adoration, satisfac¬ 
tion, and laud. 

43. Then we make them known: to the good waters, to all 
waters created by Mazda, all trees created b}^ Mazda. 

44. Then we make them known : to the Mahthra-cpenta, the 
pure, efficacious, to the law that is given against the Daevas, to 
the Zaratlnistrian law, the long precept, to the good Mazda- 
yagnian law, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

45. Then we make them known : to the mountain Ushidarena, 
created by Mazda, possessed of pure brightness, to all moun¬ 
tains which are endued with pure brightness, endued with much 
brightness, created by Mazda, to the kingly majesty created by 
Ahura-Mazda, the imperishable majesty created by Mazda, for 
praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

46. Then we make them known : to Ashis-vanuhi, to the good 
Qisti, the good Erethe, the good Racahctat, to the brightness, 
to the profit, created by Mazda, for praise, etc. 

47. Then we make them known : to the pious, good blessings, 
the pious man, to the pure and strong, Yazata, mighty, highest 
in wisdom, for praise, etc. 

48. Then we make them known : to these regions, and places, 
pastures, dwellings, fountains, waters, territories, trees, to this 
earth, to this heaven, to the pure wind, to the stars, to the moon, 
to the sun, to the eternal self-created lights, to all the creatures 
of Qpenta-inainyus, to the pure men and women, to the lords of 
purity, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

49. Then we make them known : to the great lord of purity, 
to the days, day-times, monthly feasts, yearly feasts, years, which 
are the lords of purity', to Ilavani, the lord, for praise, for adora¬ 
tion, satisfaction, and laud. 

50. Then we make them known : to Qraosha, the hoi}", strong, 
whose body is the Manthra, who has a strong weapon, who 
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originates from Ahura, as Khshnaothra,* for praise, for adora¬ 
tion, satisfaction, and laud. 

51. Then we make them known : to the Fravashi of Zara- 
thustra, the holy, pure, as Khshnaothra, for praise, for adoration, 
satisfaction, and laud. 

52. Then we make them known : to thee, Fire, the son of Ahura- 
Mazda, as Khshnaothra, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, 
and laud. 

53. Then we make them known : to the Fravashis of the pure, 
the strong, combating, to the Fravashis of those who first had 
the faith, to the Fravashis of the nearest relations, for praise, etc. 

54. Then we make them known : to all lords of purity, etc. 

55. Then we make them known : to all wise Yazatas, the 
heavenly and earthly, to whom is to be offered, who are to be 
praised on account of the best purity. 

V. t 

1. Here we praise now Ahura-Mazda, who has created the 
cattle, who has created purity, the water, and the good trees, etc. 

VI. 

1. The Creator, Ahura-Mazda, praise we. 

2. The Amcsha-Qpcntas, the good rulers, the wise, we praise, 

3. The day-times, the pure, lords of purity, praise we. 

4. Ilavani, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

5. Qavaghi and Vicya, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

G. Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, a thousand ears, ten 
thousand eyes, who is of renowned name, the worthy of adora¬ 
tion, praise we. 

7. Eama-qactra praise we. 

8. Eapithwina, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

9. Fradat-fshu and Zantuma, the pure, lord of purity, praise 
we. 

10. Asha-vahista, and the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, praise 
we. 

11. Uzayeirina, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

12. Fradat-vira and Daqyuma, the pure, lord of purity, praise 
we. 

* I have retained the word “ Khshnaothra” (which I translate elsewhere by “ con¬ 
tentment,” or “satisfaction”), because it is the technical expression for a particular 
kind of prayers. The modern Parsces use the word “ Khoshnumcn ” iu a similar 
manner. See note to Vispcrcd xii. 21. 

f This chapter is only inserted here for liturgical reasons. It is identical with 
Ya<jna xxxvii., and forms a part of the Ya^na Haptahhaiti. It is, moreover, written 
in a different dialect to this part of the Ya^na, 
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13. The great lord, possessing women, shining, the navel of 
the waters, endowed with swift horses, praise we. 

14. The pure water created by Mazda, praise we. 

15. Aiwigruthrema Aibigaya, the pure, lord of purity, praise 
we. 

16. The Fradat-vicpahm-hujyaiti and the Zarathustrotema, 
the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

17. The good strong Fravashis of the pure, praise we. The 
women who have troops of men, praise we. The yearly good 
dwelling, praise we. The powers, the well-formed, well-in¬ 
creased, praise we. The victory created by Ahura, praise we. 
The blow that comes from on high, praise we. 

18. Ushahina, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

19. Berejya and Nmanya, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

£0. Qraosha, the holy, well-increased, victorious, promoting 

the world, pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

21. Rashnu, the justest, praise we. 

22. Arstat, who furthers the world, and increases the world, 
praise we. 

23. The monthly festivals, the pure, lords of purity, praise we. 

24. The New-Moon, the pure, Mistress of purity, praise we. 

25. The Full-Moon, Vishaptatha, the pure, Mistress of purity, 
praise we. 

26. The yearly festivals, the pure, lords of purity, praise we. 

27. Maidhyozaremaya, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

28. Maidhyoshema, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

29. Paitishahya, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

30. Ayathrema, the furtherer, the distributor of strength, the 
pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

31. Maidhyairya, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

32. Ilamacpathmaeddya, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

33. The years, the pure, the lords of purity, praise we. ' 

34. All lords of purity, praise we, 

35. Which are the lords of purity, the thirty-three nearest 
round about Havani, which spring from the best purity, which 
Ahura-Mazda has taught, Zarathustra announced. 

36. Ahura and Mitlira, both great, imperishable, pure, praise 
we, and the Stars and the Moon, the Sun, the trees, those possess¬ 
ing Barecma:—Mithra, the lord of all regions, praise we. 

37. Ahura-Mazda, the brilliant, majestic, praise we. 

38. The good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure, praise we. 

39. Thee, the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, the pure, lord of 
purity, praise we ; together with all fires. 

40. The good waters, the best, created by Mazda, pure, praise 
we. All waters created by Mazda, pure, praise we; all trees 
created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 
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41. The Manthra-cpenta, the very shining, praise we. 

42. The law, that given against the Daevas, praise we. 

43. The Zarathustrian law praise we. 

44. The long precept praise we, the good Mazdayagnian law 
praise we. 

45. The mountain Ushi-darena, created by Mazda, possessing 
pure brightness, worthy of adoration, praise we. All mountains 
possessing pure brightness, possessing much brightness, created 
by Mazda, pure, lords of purity, praise we. 

40. The strong kingly majesty, created by Mazda, praise we. 
The strong imperishable majesty, created by Mazda, praise we. 

47. We praise Ashis Vahuhi, we praise Khshoitni,* the great, 
strong, well-increased, enduring. The brightness created by 
Mazda praise we. The profit created by Mazda praise we. 

48. The pious good blessing praise we. The pious pure man 
praise we. The strong steadfast Yazata, highest in wisdom, 
praise we. 

49. These waters, climates, and trees, praise we. These 
regions and places, pastures, dwellings, and fountains, praise we. 
This lord of the places, Ahura-Mazda, praise we. 

50. All the lords, the very great, praise we : the days, day¬ 
times, monthly-feasts, yearly-feasts, years. 

51. Haurvat and Ameretat praise we. The well-created cow 
praise we. Qraosha, the hoiy, beautiful, victorious, furthering 
the world, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

52. The Ilaoma and Para-haoma praise we. The holiness and 
the Fravashi of the holy Zarathustra, the pure here,t praise we. 

53. The wood and the fragrance praise we; thee, the fire, the 
son of Ahura-Mazda, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

54. The good, strong, holy Fravashis, of the pure, praise we. 

55. All pure Yazatas praise we. All lords of purity praise we. 

56. At the time of the Havani, Qavanhi and Vi£ya, at all great 
times. 


VII. 

1. With purity give I food, Myazda, water, trees, and the 
well-created cow, for the satisfaction of Ahura-Mazda, for the 
satisfaction of the Amesha-cpentas, of the holy Qraosha, the 
sublime, victorious, advancing the world. 

2. With purity give I Ilaoma and Para-haoma, for the satis¬ 
faction of the Fravashi of the holy Zarathustra, the pure. 

3. With purity give I wood and odours for thy satisfaction, 
fire, son of Ahura-Mazda. 

* That is, “the shining,” or “the dwelling,” according to the derivation of the 
word. 

t That is, in this world. 
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4. With purity I offer : Haoma for satisfaction to the good 
waters, of the good waters created by Mazda. 

5. With purity I offer: the Haoma-water. 

6. With purity I offer: the flesh of living beings. 

7. With purity I offer: the tree Iladka-naepata, the uplifted 
with purity, for the satisfaction of the waters created by Mazda. 

8. With purity I offer: this Barecma, together with Zaothra, 
together with binding, that bound together in holiness, for the 
satisfaction of the Amesha-Qpentas. 

9. With purity I offer : well-thought, well-spoken, well-per¬ 
formed words. 

10. With purity I offer: the recitation of the Gathas. 

11. With purity I offer: the well-made Manthra. 

12. With purity I offer: this lordship, holiness, punctuality, 
the right prayer, for the satisfaction of the heavenly and eartlity, 
pure Yazatas, for the satisfaction of our own soul. 

13. With purity 1 offer it: to the day-times, the lords of 
purity, to Havani the pure, lord of purity. 

14. With purity 1 offer it: to Cavanhi and Yicya, the pure, 
lord of purity. 

15. With purity I offer it: to Mithra, who possesses wide pas¬ 
tures, is gifted with a thousand ears, ten thousand eyes, who has 
a renowned name, worthy of adoration, and to Rama-qaetra. 

16. With purity I offer it: to Rapitkwina, the pure, lord of 
purity. 

17. With purity I offer it: to Fradat-fshu and Zantuma, the 
pure, lord of purity. 

18. With purity I offer it: to Asha-vakista, and the fire (the 
son) of Ahura-Mazda. 

19. With purity I offer it: to Uzayeirina, the pure, lord of 
purity. 

20. With purity I oiler it: to Fradat-vira and Daqyuma, the 
pure, lord of purity. 

21. With purity I offer it: to the great lord, the navel of the 
waters, the water created by Mazda. 

22. With purity I offer it: to Aiwicruthrema Aibigaya, the 
pure, lord of purity. 

23. With purity 1 offer it: to Fradat-vicpanm-hujyaiti and 
the Zarathustrotcma, the pure, lord of purity. 

24. With purity 1 oiler it: to the Fravashis of the pure, to 
the women who have a band of men, to the yearly good 
dwelling. 

25. To strength, the well-formed, well-increased, to the vic¬ 
tory created by Ahura, to the blow that descends from on high. 

26. With purity I oiler it : to Uskahina, the pure, lord of 
purity. 
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27. With purity I offer it: to Berejya and Nrnanya, the pure, 
lord of purity. 

28. With purity I offer it: to Qraosha, the holy, sublime, 
victorious, advancing the world. 

29. To Eashnu, the justest, to Arstat, who furthers aud in¬ 
creases the world. 

30. With purity I offer it: to the monthly feasts, the lords of 
purity, to the New Moon, the pure, Mistress of purity. 

31. With purity I offer it: to the Full Moon and Vishaptatha, 
the pure, Mistress of purity. 

32. With purity I offer it: to the yearly feasts, the lords of 
purity, to Maidhyo-zarSmaya, the pure, lord of purity. 

33. With purity I offer it: to Maidhyoshema, the pure, lord 
of purity. 

34. With purity I offer it: to the Paitishahya, the pure, lord 
of purity. 

35. With purity I offer it: to Ayathrema, the furtherer, dis¬ 
tributor of strength, the pure, lord of purity. 

36. With purity 1 offer it: to Maidhyairya, the pure, lord of 
purity. 

37. With purity I offer it: to Ilamaepathmaedaya, the pure, 
lord of purity. 

38. With purity I offer it: to the years, lords of purity. 

39. With purity I offer it: to all the lords who are lords of 
purity, to the thirty-three nearest round about Havani, which 
spring from the best purity, which Mazda has taught, Zara- 
thustra announced. 

40. With purity I offer it: to Ahura and Mithra, both great, 
imperishable, pure; to the Stars, the creatures of Qpenta-mainyus; 
to the star Tistrya, the brilliant, shining; to the Moon, which con¬ 
tains the seed of the cattle ; to the bright Sun with swift horses, 
the eye of Ahura-Mazda, and to Mithra, the lord of the 
regions. 

41. With purity I offer it: to Ahura-Mazda, the brilliant, 
shining.- 

42. With purity I offer it: to the Fravashis of the pure. 

43. With purity I offer it: to thee, the tire, the son of Ahura- 
Mazda, together with all fires. 

44. With purity I offer it: to the good waters, to all waters 
created by Mazda, to all trees created by Mazda. 

45. With purity 1 offer it: to the Marithra-cpenta, the pure, 
efficacious, to the law against the Daevas, the Zarathustrian law, 
to the long precept, to the good Mazdaya 9 nian law. 

46. With purity I offer it: to the mountain Ushi-darena, 
created by Mazda, endued with pure brightness, and all moun¬ 
tains endued with pure brightness. 
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47. And to the kingly majesty created by Mazda, tbe im¬ 
perishable majesty, created by Mazda. 

48. With purity I oiler it: to Ashis-vanuhi, to the good Qicti, 
to the good Erethre, the good Eacanctat, to the brightness, (and) 
the profit, created by Mazda. 

49. With purity I offer it: to the good pious blessing, to the 
pious pure man, to the strong mighty Yazata, highest in wisdom. 

50. With purity I offer it: to these regions and places, pas¬ 
tures, dwellings, fountains, waters, territories, trees; to this 
earth, this heaven, to the wind, the pure, to the stars, to the 
moon, the sun, the eternal self-created lights, to all creatures of 
Qpcnta-mainyus, the pure male and female, to the lords of purity. 

51. With purity I offer it: to the great lords of purity, to the 
lords of the day, the day-times, monthly feasts, yearly feasts, 
years, to the lords of purity, to the lord Havani. 

52. With purity I offer: food, Myazda, water and trees, the 
well-created cow, for the satisfaction of Qraosha, the holy, strong, 
whose body is the Maiithra, the mighty, Ahurian, who has a re¬ 
nowned name, the worthy of adoration. 

53. Y ith purity I offer: the Ilaoma and Para-haoma, for 
satisfaction to the Fravashi of the holy Zarathustra, the pure, 
who possess a renowned name, the worthy of adoration. 

54. With purity I offer: wood and fragrance for thy satisfac¬ 
tion, fire, son of Ahura-Mazda, thou who art of a renowned name 
and worthy of adoration. 

55. With purity I offer it: to the Fravashis of the pure, the 
strong, combating, to the Fravashis of those who first had the 
faith, to the Fravashis of the nearest relations. 

5G. With purity 1 offer it: to all lords of purity. 

57. With purity I offer it: to all well-created Yazatas, hea¬ 
venly and earthly, who are to be praised and worshipped on 
account of the best purity. 

58. With purity may (he) come to us whose profit the givers 
desire. # 

59. As thy praisers and singers, 0 Ahura-Mazda, 

GO. We come, we desire, and we devote ourselves. 

Gl. What reward thou hast given to such as are of the same 
law as myself, 0 Ahura,+ 

G2. That give also to me, for earth as well as for heaven. 

G3. May we also come 

G4, Under thine authority, and that of Asha, for all eternity. 

G5. The Ahuna-vairya praise we, the right-spoken speech 
praise we.J 

* So far the introductory formulas : with this verse begins the eating tbe Damn's 
bread, and what is placed on it. ('/. Ya<jnn xxxix. 

t Verses 61-04 correspond to Ya^na xl. 3-6. 

X After verse 64 a Yatha ahu vairyG is to be recited. 
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66. The pious, good blessing, praise we. The strong, mighty 
Yazata, highest in wisdom, praise we. 

67. Haurvat and Ameretat, the well-created cow, honour we. 

6S. Haoma and Para-haoma praise we. Wood and fragrance 

praise we. 

69. Praise (be) to the pious, good blessing.* 

VIII. t 

1. With purity give I food, Myazda, waters, trees, the well- 
created cow, llaoma and Para-liaoma, wood and fragrance. Laud 
(be) to Ahura-Mazda, to the Ahuna-vairya, to the well-spoken 
speech : 

2. To the pious, good blessing, to the strong, highest in wisdom. 

3. To the Haoma, to the Mnuthra, to the pure Zarathustra. 
May he come to us in holiness.— 

4. “ Eat, ye men, of this Myazda, ye who are worthy of it, 
through purity and piety’.” J 

5. Ye AmiSaha-gpentas, thou Mazdayagnian law, ye good men 
and women, and ye Zaothras. 

6. Whoso among these Mazdayaqnians speaks as a Mazda- 
yacnian : may he live on pure good. 

7. Ye magicians (who) destroy the possessors of the pure 
world : 

8. May you punish them, ye waters, trees, and Zaothras. 

9. But whoso of the Mazdayagnians of full age, speaking, 
does not receive (and) utter these words, may he come to the 
state of the Yatus. § — 

10. According to desire, and with happiness, mayest Thou 
rule over Thy creatures, Ahura-Mazda. || 

11. Over the water, as Thou wilt over the trees, as Thou wilt 
over all good that has a pure origin. 

12. Make that the pure may rule, the impure may not rule. 

13. May the pure rule as he will, may the godless not rule as 
they will. 

14. May the foe disappear, driven away by the creatures of 
Qpenta-mainyus, conquered, not ruling as he would. 

* At the conclusion of this chapter the prayer Ycnhc Hatanm is to be repeated. 
Then the Raqn takes up the word, and says Yathfi ahu vairyo, and the Zabta con¬ 
tinues with Atini ratus, etc. 

f lie fore the commencement of this chapter the Zaota has to pray the Ashem-voku 
three times. 

% This verse is spoken by the Raqn, and is evidently an invitation to the pure men 
to partake of the meal olTcml to the good genii. It is singular that the language of 
the verse is older than that of the rest of the chapter. Further explanations in the 
Commentary. 

$ At these words the Za&ta eats the Myazda, after repeating the Ashem-voku. 
The Huz. Gloss adds that he must first wash his hands and clean his teeth. 

|| This is an entirely new prayer, unconnected with the preceding verses. 
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15. I urge, I who am Zarathustra, the first of the families, 
clans, societies, regions, * 

1G. To thinking, speaking, and acting, according to this law 
which originates from Ahura and Zarathustra. 

17. The wide extent and brightness of the whole creation of 
purity, I bless. 

18. The narrowness and trouble of the whole evil creation, I 
bless. 

IX. 1 

1. At the time of the morning-dawn came Haoma to Zara¬ 
thustra, 

2. As he was purifying the fire and reciting the Gathas. 

3. Zarathustra asked him : Who, 0 man, art thou? 

4. Thou, who appearest to me as the most beautiful in the 
whole corporeal world, endued with Thine own life, majestic, 
and immortal ? 

5. Then answered me Ilaoina, the pure, who is far from death. 

6. I am, 0 Zarathustra, Haoma, the pure, who is far from 
death. 

7. Ask me, thou Pure one, make me ready for food. 

8. Praise me with songs of praise, as also the other Profitable 
have praised me. 

9. Then spake Zarathustra: Praise be to the Haoma! 

10. Who first, 0 Ilaoma, prepared thee in f the corporeal 
world? What holiness became thereby his share? What wish 
was bestowed on him ? 

11. Then answered Ilaoma, the pure, who is far from death : 

12. Vivanhao 2 has first of men in the corporeal world prepared 
me. This holiness became thereby his portion, this wish was 
granted to him : 

13. That a son was born to him, Yima, the bright, possessing 
a good congregation ; 

14. The most majestic of beings, who most gazes at the sun 
among men ; 3 

15. Since on account of his rule men and cattle were immortal, 
water and trees not dried up, 

10. The eatable food inexhaustible. 

17. In the wide rule of Yima there was no cold, no heat, 

18. Xo old age and death, no envy created by the Daevas. 

19. Father and son walked along, fifteen j^ears old in coun¬ 
tenance, each of the two, 

20. So long as Yima of the good rule, the son of Yivaiihao, 
governed.— 

* Although these words arc placed in the month of Zarathustra, it is more than 
doubtful whether they belong to him. f Or, perhaps, for the corporeal world. 
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21. Who, 0 Haoma, has prepared thee, as the second man in 
the corporeal world ? What holiness became thereby his portion ? 
What wish was granted to him ? 

22. Then answered Haoma, the pure, who is far from death : 

23. Athwya 4 has prepared me as the second man in the cor¬ 
poreal world; this holiness became thereby his portion, this wish 
was granted to him, 

'24. That a son was born to him with valiant clan: Thrae- 
taono, 

25. Who smote the serpent Dahaka, which had three jaws, 
three heads, six eyes, a thousand strengths. 

2G. The very mighty Druj, derived from the Daevas, the bad 
for the world, the evil, 

27. Which Anra-mainyus brought forth as the mightiest Druj 
in the corporeal world, for the destruction of purity in the 
world.— 

28. Who has prepared thee, 0 Haoma, as the third man in 
the corporeal world ? What holiness became thereby his portion ? 
What wish was fulfilled to him ? 

29. Then answered me Haoma, the pure, who is far from 
death: 

30. Thrita, 5 the most profitable of the Qamas, has prepared 
me as the third man in the corporeal world; this holiness became 
thereby his portion, this wish became fulfilled to him : 

3l/That two sons were born to him, Urvakhshya and Kere¬ 
cacpa. 

32. The one, a disposer in relation to custom and law; 

33. The other, endued with higher activity, a }muth, bearer of 
the club Gaecus, 

34. Who smote the serpent Qruvara, the poisonous, green, 
which destroyed horses and men. 

35. On which the green poison flowed of the thickness of a 
thumb; 

36. On which Kerecacpa cooked his food in a caldron, 

37. About the time of mid-day: then it burnt the serpent and 
he took himself off; 

38. Away from the caldron sprang he; he went back to the 
hurrying waters. 

39. Backwards fled amazed the bold Kerecacpa. G — 

40. Who has prepared thee, 0 Haoma, as the fourth man in the 
corporeal world ! What holiness became thereby his portion ? 
What wish was fulfilled to him ? 

41. Then answered me Haoma, the pure, who is far from death : 

42. Pourushacpa 7 has prepared me as the fourth man in the 
corporeal world, this holiness became thereby his portion, this 
wish was fulfilled to him: 
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43. That Thou wert born to him, thou pure Zarathustra, 8 in the 
dwelling of Pourushacpa, created against the Daevas, devoted to 
the belief in Ahura, 

44. The renowned in Airyana-vaejo. Thou, as the first, 0 
Zarathustra, hast recited the Ahuna-vairya, which spreads itself 
abroad fourfold, 9 

45. (Afterwards) the other (prayer) with mighty voice. 10 

40. Thou madest that all the Daevas hid themselves in the 
earth, 0 Zarathustra, which before were going about on the earth 
in the shape of men. 

47. Thou, the mightiest, strongest, most active, swiftest, the 
most victorious amongst the heavenly beings. 

48. Then answered Zarathustra: ‘‘Adoration to the Haoma! 

49. Good is Haoma, well-created is Haoma, rightly created is 
Haoma. 

50. Well-created and health-bringing, 

51. Gifted with good bod}^ rightly acting, 

52. Victorious, golden, with moist stalks. 

53. He is very good when one eats him, and the surest for the 
soul. 

54. Thy wisdom, 0 Golden, praise I; 

55. Thy powers, thy victory, 

5G. Thy healthfulness, 11 thy healing power, 

57. Thy furtherance, thy increase, 

58. Thy powers in the whole body, thy greatness in the whole 
form. 

59. That 12 I may go about in the world as Euler, paining the 
tormentors, smiting the Drujas; 

60. That I may torment all the torments, 13 the tormenting 
Daevas and men. 

61. The Yatus, Paitikas, Qathras, Ivoyas, and Ivarafnas. 14 

62. The serpents with two feet, 15 the very deadly twc5-footed 
(men), the wolves with four feet. 

63. The armies with great masses, 10 the running, rushing.— 

64. For this, as the lirst favour, pray I thee, 0 Haoma, thou 
who art far from death : for the best place of the pure (Paradise) 
the shining, adorned with all brightness. 

65. For this, as the second favour, I pray thee, 0 Haoma, 
thou who art far from death : for health for this body. 

66. For this, as the third favour, pray I thee, 0 llaoma, thou 
who art far from death : for long life for the vital powers. 

67. For this, as the fourth favour, I pray thee, 0 Haoma, thou ' 
who art far from death: that 1 ma} r go about upon the earth 
joyous, strong, well-fed, plaguing the tormentors, smiting the 
Drujas. 

68. For this, as the fifth favour, I pray thee, 0 Haoma, thou 
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who art far from death : that I may go about upon the earth vic¬ 
torious, smiting the bad, plaguing the tormentors, smiting the 
Drujas. 

GO. For this, as the sixth favour, pray I thee, 0 Haoma, thou 
who art far from death : May we first mark the thief, the robber, 
the wolf. 

70. May no one mark him sooner than we; 17 may we first 
mark him. 

71. Haoma gives to those who as mighty ones make teams to 
hasten, horses, might, and strength. 

72. Ilaoma gives to the women who wish to bear, brilliant 
children, pure posterity. 

73. Haoma gives to those who recite the Nackas as masters 
of houses, holiness and greatness. 

74. Haoma makes manifest to those who are maidens and 
were long unwedded, a spouse, who quickly sues, and is endowed 
with good understanding*. 

75. Haoma has diminished the rule of Kerecani, 18 who had 
arisen eager after rule ; 

7G. Who spake: Not hereafter shall an Athrava, a teacher, 
wander at will through my regions. 

77. This (Kerecani) would slay all increase, annihilate all 
increase.— 

78. Hail to thee, thou who through thine own strength art 
illimitable ruler, 0 Haoma! 

79. Hail to thee, thou who art acquainted with many pure- 
spoken speeches! 

80. Hail to thee, thou who askest not 19 for the pure-spoken 
speech! 

81. To thee has Almra-Mazda first brought the girdle studded 
with stars, prepared in heaven according to the good Mazda- 
yaenian law. 20 

82. Begirt with this, thou tarriest on the heights of the 
mountains, to hold upright the commandments and precepts of 
the Manthra. 

S3. Haoma is the lord of the house, of the clan, of the con¬ 
federacy,* of the region, through his holiness, (also) lord of 
wisdom. 21 

84. 1 invoke thee, for strength, for victory, for the bod} r , as 
very pure nourishment. 

85. Bring us away from the plagues of the tormentors, away 
our spirit (from the torments) of the poisoners. 

8G. What man in this house, this clan, this society, this 
region, is revengeful ? 

87. From his feet take away strength, 

* Or “ society,” or “race but there is no English equivalent for zantu. 

14 
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88. Cast a shadow on his spirit, 

89. Inflict a blow on his spirit. 

90. May he not hasten forwards with the feet, have no strength 
in the hands; 

91. May he not see the earth with his eyes, not see the cattle 
with his eyes, 

92. Who hates our soul, who hates our body. 

93. Against the serpent, the green, terrible, bringing forth 
poison, 

94. Come hither with a remedy for the pure, to protect the 
body, 0 golden Haoma. 22 

95. Against the wicked, corrupt, tormenting, and plaguing 
(men), 

90. Come hither with a weapon for the pure, to protect the 
body, 0 golden Haoma. 

97. Against the head of the wicked, profligate, hindering men, 

98. Come hither with a weapon for the pure, to protect the 
body, 0 golden Haoma. 

99. Against the very wicked, impure destroyer of the world, 
who certainly has in remembrance the words of this law, but 
does not perform, 

100. Come hither with a weapon for the pure, to protect the 
body, 0 golden Haoma. 

101. Against the harlots, 23 endowed with magic art, causing 
concupiscence, exciting to lust, whose spirit goes forward like a 
cloud driven by the wind, 

102. Come hither with a weapon for the pure, to protect the 
body, O golden Haoma. 

103. Yes, O golden Haoma, bring hither a weapon for th / 
pure, to protect the body. 

NOTES TO YAQNA IX. ' j 

1 After the ceremony of eating the Myazda is completed, the offer 
of the Haoma commences. This chapter is entitled in so^e 
Hom-ycsht, and coincides in general with the Ycsht, so called in i 
Khorda-Avcsta. With regard to the personality of Haoma, it mus<) 
particularly borne in mind that in this, as well as in many other c 
in the A vesta, the 6ame word is at once a genius, and the thing wlfi'i 
under the especial protection of the genius. Thus Yohu-manb . 
stand for cither an Amesha-gpenta or the living creation, while Kh Q 
thra-vairya is either a genius or metal in general. In like nu» 
Haoma is sometimes a Yazata and sometimes the juice of a plant, 
identity of Haoma with the Indian Soma has been long since p:^. 

Sec especially 1\ Windischman, “ Uebcr den Somacultus der A ^ 

The Indian Soma plant is distinctly specified as the Asclepias ^16 
the Persian is not so specified ; but as the plant in both cases 
scribed as growing on the mountain-heights, it must original!; ou 
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been the same. Plutarch (de Isidc ei 0 si ride) mentions it by the name of 
tiiuafxi. The juice of the Haoma when pressed out is called in the 
Avesta Para-ha6ma . 

2 Yv. 12-13. Kespecting the myth of Yivahhao and his son Yima, 
cf. "Windischman (Ursagen der Arischer Yolkcr in den Abh. der 1 Cl. 
der K. B. Aeademie der Y r issensch. Bd. vii. 1 Abth.) and AYcstergaard 
(Weber’s Ind. Stud. iii. 402 ff.). These investigations show that Yima 
was regarded as the bringer of the golden age upon earth, and also as 
the founder of a place of delight (much resembling the Grecian 
Elysium) known as the Vara of Yima, which is more particularly de¬ 
scribed in Yendidad ii. According to other accounts, Yima afterwards 
became a sinner on account of pride and self-exultation, whereupon 
Ahura-Mazda abandoned him, and he was slain. This agrees with the 
legend in FirdiisPs Shfih-Yameh. The epithet “ possessing a good 
congregation,” implies that Yima possessed large herds, and was also 
surrounded by a troop of valiant men. Somewhat analogous in its 
origin is the Greek ttoi^v \au>v, the Persian iLi. 

3 Y. 14. Yima was so pure that he could look at the sun, which 
blinds other men who are less pure. 

4 Yv. 23-27. It has been already mentioned that Thraetaono is the 
Fredun or Fcridun A of the later Parsecs. Athwya, the name of the 
father, is the Indian Aptya. The epithet, “ with bold clan,” applied to 
Thraetaono, implies that he was the progenitor of a warlike race of kings. 
In fact, he was the ancestor of Manoscihr (Minoechr) and the royal 
family of the Kavyas. The story of the war of Thraetaono with the 
snake (aziz) Daliaka is of extremely ancient origin, and is mentioned in 
the Yedas, where Trita corresponds to the Thraetaono of the Avesta. 

5 Y. 30. The Camas arc the third family here mentioned. In the 
Shah-Yamcli, Cam is the oldest of this race, hut in the Avesta their 
ancestor is Thrita, already spoken of in Yendidad xx. as the first phy¬ 
sician. Of his two sons, Urvakhshya is seldom mentioned, and his 
Efficacy appears to have been of a spiritual nature. His brother Cam 

,ere<ja5pa was a more famous personage, and is alluded to in the Shah- 
^ Vlb imeh. In the Avesta his chief achievements were the slaying the 
y a( 3 pent Cruvara, the demon Zairi-pashna (the golden-heeled), and 
cer monsters. 

mo 1 V. ?9. The circumstances of the case appear to have been these: 
thee .nige- serpent was lying on the bank of a river, and Kere^a^pa, 
&che\l hy the green colour, mistook the monster for land, and lit a 
fede on hack to cook his dinner. The heat disturbed the serpent, 
wis( v forthwith plunged into the v a ter, and Kere^a^pa naturally drew 
gi, somewhat startled.* 1 

Y. 42. According to the later Parsees the dwelling of Pouru- 
Apa was on the mount Zebar. 

V. 43. Zarathustra is the chiefcst among the heroes enumerated, 

s 0 t only has he destroyed single monsters, like them, but has so 
SC. L'tely annihilated the whole host of Daevas that from henceforth 
regionliave no corporeal bodies, but only souls. Hence the weapons 
87. with the souls of the Daevas can now be smitten are not corporeal 

* This legend was doubtless the foundation of one of Sindbad's adventures. 
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but spiritual, viz., the words of the Avesta which Zarathustra has given 
to men. 

9 Y. 44. The Ahnna-vairya is called “four-fold,” because it belongs 
to the so-called Chathrusamruta, that is, it must be recited four times. 
Cf. Yendidad x. 19 ff. 

10 Y. 45. This is, perhaps, the prayer Ashem-vohu. 

11 Y. 56. That is, the health which arises from the enjoyment of the 
Haoma-juice. 

12 Y. 59. The word “that” is to be taken with “ I praise,” in 
verse 54. 

13 Y. 60. The word “torment” must be taken in the concrete, to 
signify everything hostile to the creation of Ahura-Hazda. 

14 Y. 61. The beings named in this verse are a kind of Kobolch. The 
best known are the Yatus, i.e. “ the wandering,” who were sorcerers 
with human bodies and the souls of Daevas. The Fairikas were beauti- 
tul females who sought to entice and pervert the pure men. Wester- 
gaard translates Qdthras by “hostile beings” (Iudiseh. Studien, iii. p. 
408). According to the tradition, the Ivayas are the demons of blind¬ 
ness, and the Ivarafnas of deafness. 

15 V. 62. Perhaps this refers to lizards, crocodiles, and all similar 
reptiles. The word rendered “serpent” means literally “the de- 
stroving.” 

is y. 63. The word rendered “armies” (or “hosts”) is used both in 
the Avesta and the Cuneiform Inscriptions of bad beings only. 

17 Y. 70. The plural “we” may also stand for “I.” 

18 Y. 75. Ivereqani is the Indian Kriqanu {cf. Weber’s Ind. Studien, 
ii. p. 313 ff.). In the Indian mythology he is the protector of the 
Soma-juice, hut here he appears as a foe to Haoma. 

19 Y. 80. That is, “thou speakest only what Ahura-Mazda has told 
thee.” 

20 Y. 81. The “ girdle studded with stars,” is perhaps the original of 
the Parseo Kosti. 

21 Y. 83. That is, Haoma united spiritual merit with the highest 
political authority. 

22 Y. 94. It is doubtful whether this difficult verse is correctly 
translated. 

23 Y. 101. The “harlot” is, as the name Jahika betokens, a creature 
of Jahi, the demon of lewdncss, who supplies her with the necessary 
strength and ability for her profession. 

X. 

1. Away shall then the Daevas hasten which are here, away 
the male, away the female Daevas. 

2. May the good Qraosha hasten, 

3. May Ashis-vaimhi hasten hither, may Ashis-vahuhi rest 
here, in this Ahurian dwelling of the Haoma, the pure born. . 

4. At the beginning of the morning-dawn I praise thee with 
words, O Intelligent, whilst 1 seize the branches. 

5. At the forthcoming of the morning-dawn I praise thee with 
words, O Intelligent, whilst I slay with the strength of a man. 1 
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G. I praise the clouds and the rain, which make thy body to 
grow on the tops of the mountains. 

7. I praise the lofty mountains, where thou, 0 Ilaoma, growest. 

8. I praise the earth, the expanded, broad, efficacious, patient, 
thy mother, 0 pure Ilaoma. 

9. I praise the tracts where thou growest, sweet-smelling over 
the wide field. 

10. As a good growth of Mazda, growest thou upon the 
mountains. 

11. Mayest thou increase on the way of the bird! 2 Mani¬ 
festly art thou the seat of purity, increase through my speech, 

12. In all buds, in all boughs, in all branches. 

13. Ilaoma increases when he is praised, therefore is he who 
praises him the most victorious. 

14. The smallest preparation, the smallest praise, the smallest 
enjoyment (of thee), 0 Haoma, serves for the slaughter of thou¬ 
sands of the Daevas. 

15. Away vanishes the impurity brought hither, 3 out of such 
a dwelling, 

16. 'Wherever one brings in, wherever one praises the healing 
Ilaoma, 

17. (There are) manifest remedies for health for this clan, this 
dwelling, 

18. For all other sciences depend upon Aeshma, the cunning, 

19. (But) the knowledge of the Ilaoma depends upon Asha, 
the rejoicer. 4 

20. Easy is the knowledge of the Ilaoma. 

21. Whoso receives the Haoma as a young son. 

22. To his body Haoma devotes himself for healing. 

23. 0 Ilaoma, give me of thy remedies, on account of which 
thou art (becomest known as) the giver of remedies. 

24. 0 Haoma, give me of thy arms of victory, on account of 
which thou art called the victoriously-smiting. 

25. I submit myself to thee as a friendly-minded singer of 
praise. The friendly singer of praise Ahura-Mazda has an¬ 
nounced as a better being than Asha-vahista himself. 5 

26. Thee, the great dispenser of wisdom, a skilful god created. 

27. Thee, the great dispenser of wisdom, a skilful god set 
down 

28. On high mountains, then from there have thee, the pos¬ 
sessors of holy signs,* 

29. The birds flying everywhere, carried away, to the heights, 
above the eagle. 0 

30. Away to the cliffs, to the tops of the cliffs, from the crags, 


* The order is: “ The birds, the possessors of, . . . have carried thee from there, etc. 
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from the craggy ways, away to the summits, the ways for the 
birds, away to the white-hued mountains. 7 

31. There growest thou upon these mountains, 8 of many kinds, 
0 Haoma, sweet and golden. 

32. To thee flow the healing powers, through the wisdom of 
Vohu-mano; 

33. Therefore destroy the soul of him who recites evil against 
me, 9 

34. Destroy utterly the soul of every one who steps forth as a 
foe against me. 

35. Praise be to the Haoma, for lie makes the soul of the poor 
in greatness like that of the richest. 10 

3G. Praise be to the Haoma, who makes the mind of the poor 
so large in greatness that it soars on high with wisdom. 

I 37. Many men makest thou very holy, and clothed with much 
wisdom, 

38. Whoso givest to thee, 0 golden Haoma, what is connected 
with beasts. 11 

39. Mayest thou not pass over quickly, like the cow-banner. 12 

40. May thy sciences progress, may they come (to us) effi¬ 
cacious. 

*41. I give to thee, 0 pure Haoma, thou who art born pure, 
this body which appears to me beautiful. 

42. I send back the diminution of the deadly Janyi, 13 who has 
little understanding. 

43. Who thinks to calumniate the Athrava and the Haoma, 
who when it has calumniated disappears. 

44. What woman eats not the Draona 14 of the Haoma, to her 
gives he no Athravas as posterity, no good posterity.— 

45. To five I belong, to five I belong not. 

4G. 1 belong to those who think good; to those who think 
evil I belong not. 

47. I belong to those who speak good; to those who speak 
evil I belong not. 

48. 1 belong to those who do good; to those who do evil I 
belong not. 

49. 1 belong to those who hear, not to those who hear not. 15 

50. I belong to the pure, not to the bad. 

51. So also henceforth until the end, when the extinction of 
the spiritual creation will be. 10 

52. Then spake Zarathustra Praise to the Haoma, created 
by Mazda! Good is Ilaoma, created by Mazda! Praise to the 
liaoma! 

53. All Haomas praise 1, which are found on the tops of the 
mountains, and in the abysses of the valleys, and which are kept 
in the defiles, in the bands of the Jainis. 
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54. I pour from the silver cup into the golden. 17 

55. May I spill nothing of thee upon the earth, since thou 
hast so high a value. 

56. These, 0 Haoma, are thy songs; these thy hymns of 
praise. 

57. These are thine enjoyments, 18 these the right-spoken 
speeches. 

58. [Whoever praises him (the Haoma),] 

59. (lie is) healthful, victorious, provided with remedies 
against the plagues. 19 

60. May this—namely thou—arrive to us; may thy wisdom 
progress illumining, swiftly flies wisdom 

61. Victoriously to him who praises with these speeches spoken 
at the place. 20 

62. Praise to the Bull! Praise to the Bull! 

63. For the Bull (is) the speech, for the Bull the victory. 

64. For the Cow is the food, for the Cow the fodder. 

65. Labour for the Cow, this is salutary to us for food. 

NOTES TO YAQNA X. 

1 V. 5. That is, I slay the Daevas, as far as a man has power to do 
so, by reciting the prayers of the Avesta. Haoma, as a supernatural 
being, has greater power. 

2 V. 11. By “the way of the bird,” is meant, probably, the in¬ 
accessible summits of the mountains on which the Haoma grows. 

3 V. 15. The word rendered “brought hither,” is only used of the 
bad creation. “ Impurity ” includes every evil thing which may arise 
in a dwelling. 

4 V. 19. Possibly “the knowledge of the Haoma” may be an allu¬ 
sion to its healing powers, and the connecting Asha with this may 
imply a supernatural art, but both allusions are obscure. 

5 V. 25. Or, “ a better creation than the best purity itself.” As 
usual, the same word denotes alike the protecting genius and the crea¬ 
tures protected by him. 

6 V. 29. That is, heights which eagles themselves cannot fly over. 

7 V. 30. The verses 26-30 appear to contain an allusion to a mytho¬ 
logical account of the origin of the Haoma with which we are not 
acquainted. Moreover, the word for God (Bagha) is not used in the 
Avesta to signify Ahura-Mazda, though it is applied to Him in the 
Cuneiform Inscriptions. 

8 V. 31. Or, “in these many places.” 

9 Y. 33. That is, “he who knows and utters the magic formulas which 
are able to injure me.” 

10 Y. 35. If, as is conjectured, the Haoma was a narcotic (or alcoholic) 
preparation, this verse contains an allusion which implies that temper¬ 
ance dogmas were not in favour in the golden age of the Avesta. 

11 Y. 38. That is, “he who always offers to thee, the heads of the 
slain beasts,” which were said to belong especially to Haoma. 
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12 Y. 39. The text is corrupt and the translation doubtful. 

13 V. 42. The word “Janyi” appears to be connected with the Latin 
“ genius,” or rather, perhaps, with the Arabic “Jinn.” According to 
verse 53 the Janyi seems to be an adversary of Haoma. 

u Y. 44. The Draona usually signifies a little round cake, eaten on 
certain ceremonial occasions. See Yispered, Introduction , p. 3. 

13 Y. 49. Subaudi , “the law of Ahura-Mazda.” 

16 Y. 51. The word for “dissolution’’ (nkaitis) may perhaps be con¬ 
nected with the Euddhistic ?iirvdna } but a discussion of this point would 
lead us too far, and must be reserved for the Commentary. 

17 Y. 54. Anquetil remarks on this verse, “ They place the Horn on 
the stone Arvis , or in a vase.” 

18 Y. 57. According to the gloss, the “enjoyments” refer to the 
portion of food set apart for Haoma. 

19 Yv. 58-59. Yerse 58 is one of the few passages in the Ya^na 
which may be regarded as interpolated. Were it left out the sense 
would be equally good, and verse 59 might be taken as an invocation, 
“Thou, healthy, victorious, etc.” 

20 Y. 61. Or, perhaps, “with the speech resembling the Gathas.” 
The rest of the chapter is merely a concluding prayer, taken from the 
Yasht Eehram. 

XI. 

1. Three beings, manifestly pure, which bring words of 
blessing with them, curse : 

2. The cow, the horse, and Haoma. 1 

3. The cow curses him who keeps her: 

4. Mayest thou remain without posterity, ever continuing of 
evil report, 

5. Thou who dost not distribute to me food, 

6. And yet causest me to labour for thy wife, thy children, 

and thine own bell}\ \. 

7. The horse curses his owner: * 

8. Mayest thou not be he who harnesses swift horsed, not 
one of those who sit on swift horses, not one who makes swift 
horses hasten away,* 

9. Thou who dost not wisli strength for me 

10. In the numerous assembly, in the circle of many men. 

11. Ilaoma curses the preparer of food : 

12. Mayest thou remain without posterity, ever continuing of 
evil fame, 

13. Thou who keepest back from preparing me, 2 

14. As a thief, the chief of sinners. 

15. 1 am not the chief of sinners, I, Ilaoma, who is far from 
death. 

10. The Pure Father, Ahura-Mazda, has given to me, the 
Ilaoma, a portion to eat: together with the tongue, the left eye. 3 

* Lit.y “ nourislier.” 
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17. Wboso takes away from me this portion, bestows it on 
others, steals what Ahnra-Mazda has given me to eat: together 
with the tongue, the left eye. 

18. There will not be born in this dwelling an Athrava, not a 
warrior, not an husbandman, 

19. In this house will be born biting, and destroying, and 
hairy beings of many kinds. 4 

‘ 20. Quickly mayest thou cut off from the flesh a Draona for 
the very strong Haoma, 

21. In order that the Haoma may not bind thee as he bound 
the pernicious Franragyana, the Turanian, in the middle third of 
the earth, 5 

22. AY Inch is surrounded with iron. 

23. Then spake Zarathustra: praise to the Ilaoma, the created 
by Mazda ! Good is Haoma, the created by Mazda! Praise to 
the Haoma! 

24. Thou who (art) alone of us—may that which comes from 
thee (be) double, three-fold, four-fold, live-fold, six-fold, seven¬ 
fold,^ eight, nine, and ten-fold. 6 

25. I give to thee, 0 pure Haoma, pure born, this body which 
appears to me beautiful, 7 

26. To the lusty Haoma, for wisdom, preparation, and holi¬ 
ness. 

27. Send thou me also, 0 Haoma, pure, the far from death, 
to the best place of the pure, to the brilliant, adorned with all 
brightness. 


NOTES TO YAQNA XI. 

1 A . 2. The later Farsces accounted it meritorious to keep all kinds 
of domestic animals,* but if these were not properly fed they brought a 
curse upon the house. ( Cf. Sad-der Fundehesh.) Among the old 
Iranians, only the cow and the horse are spoken of in this manner, and 
Haoma is joined to them, because the head of every animal killed for 
food was to be offered to him; if this was not done, Haoma also in¬ 
flicted a curse. 

* A. lo. According to the tradition, “thou who hinderest me from 
being prepared.” 

\ . 16. It seems from this passage that formerly it was not the 
whom head but only the left eye and tongue which were offered to 
Haoma. 

A . 19. The three adjectives probably refer to three distinct kinds 
of beings, whatever they may have been. 

A . 21. For the legend of Franragyana (Afnigiab or Fragiak in the 
later writers), see the Khorda-Avcsta, Gosli-Yast, chap. iv. The expres¬ 
sion, “the middle third of the earth,” is noteworth}', as showing that at 
the time of the composition of the A vesta the division of the earth into 
seven Xareshvares was not known. 


62 


YACNA XII. XIII. 


6 Yv. 23-24. It should be noted that in the Liturgical order Yispered 
iii. is recited between verses 23 and 24. Anquetil remarks (at v. 24): 
“ The Raspi places the vase containing the Hatima in the right hand of the 
JDjoati) who saysf etc. Yerse 24 is difficult, and the translation 
doubtful. 

7 Y. 25. Cf. Yagna x. 41. These words and the following are spoken 
by the Zaota. 

XII. * 

1. I praise the well-thought, well-spoken, well-performed 
thoughts, words, and works. 

2. I lay hold on all good thoughts, words, and works. 

8. I abandon all evil thoughts, words, and works. 

4. I bring to you, 0 Amesha-cpentas, 

5. Praise and adoration, 

6. With thoughts, words, and works, with heavenly mind, the 
vital strength of my own body. 

XIII. f 

1. I drive away the Daevas, I profess myself a Zarathus- 
trian, an expeller of the Daevas, a follower of the teaching of 
Ah ura, 

2. A hymn-singer of the Amesha-cpentas, a praiser of the 
Amesha-cpentas. 

3. To Ahura-Mazda, the good, endued with good wisdom, I 
offer all good. 

4. To the Pure, Pilch, Majestic: 

5. Whatever are the best goods to Him, to whom the cow, to 
whom purity belongs, from whom arises the light, the brightness 
which is inseparable from the lights. 

6. Qpenta-armaiti, the good, choose I, may she belong to me. 

7. By my praise will I save the cattle from theft and robbery, 

8. (To keep far off)) hurt and affliction from the Mazdayagnian 
clans. 

9. I promise to the heavenly free course, dwelling according 
to their desire. 

10. That they may dwell on this earth with the cattle. 

11. With prayer to Asha, with uplifted (Draona?)J pray I as 
follows : 

* This short chapter forms one of the favourite Mazdayagnian prayers. It was to 
be recited at the commencement of the offering ceremonies, and hence in most of the 
MSS. it stands first. Wester^aard prints it with Yagna xi., but it seems to me it 
should either be taken witli Yagna xiii., or made into a separate chapter. The 
Patels also commence with this prayer. 

t The commencement of this chapter constitutes another favourite formula. Ac¬ 
cording to Anquetil, chapters xiii.-xiv. bear the name fraonti ( = “ confession of 
faith ”). 

J It is not easy to say what is meant here by “ the uplifted.” The term is applied 
to the Draonas in Yeudidad v. 75, and to the Ilauma in Yendidad xiii. 174. 
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12. May I not hereafter bring harm and affliction on the Maz- 
daya 9 nian clans. 

13. Not on account of love for the body, not for the love of 
life. 

14. I deny rule to the bad, wicked, wandering in error, evil- 
witting Daevas, 

15. The most lying of beings, the most wicked * of beings, the 
most reprobate of beings. 

16. I deny to the Daevas, to those possessed with Daevas, to 
the sorcerers, the possessed by sorcerers, to all evil beings: 

17. I den} 7 with thoughts, words, works, and tokens, rule to 
those that are bad and fearful. 

18. Thus has Ahura-Mazda commanded Zarathustra, 

19. In all questionings, in all meetings in which Ahura-Mazda 
and Zarathustra conversed with one another. 

20. So also has Zarathustra renounced the rule of the Daevas, 

21. In all questionings, in all meetings in which Ahura-Mazda 
and Zarathustra conversed with one another. 

22. Thus I also, as a Mazdayacnian, a follower of Zarathustra, 
renounce the rule of the Daevas, as the pure Zarathustra has re¬ 
nounced them. 

23. As the water, as the trees, as the well-created cow, as 
Ahura-Mazda who created the cow, who (created) the pure man. 

24. Like Zarathustra, like Kava-vistacpa, like Frashaoctra 
and Jamacpa, like any one of the Profitable, open-working, pure, 
of such belief am I too,f 

25. A Mazdayacnian. As a Mazdayacnian, a follower of Zara¬ 
thustra, will I confess myself, 

26. As a praiser, as a follower. 

27. I praise the well-thought sentiment, the well-spoken speech, 
the well-performed action. I praise the good Mazdayacnian law, 
the free from doubt, removing strife. 

28. (I praise) marriage between relations ,% the pure ot the 
(women) who are, and are about to be, the best, greatest, fairest, 
the Ahurian, Zarathustrian. 

29. To Ahura-Mazda I oiler every good. Let this be the laud 
of the Mazdayacnian law. 

XIV. 

1. I invoke Ahura-Mazda, the Lord of the head of the house, 
the Lord of the lord of the clan, the Lord of the chief of the 
confederacy, the Lord over the lord of the regions. 

* The word here rendered “most wicked,” appears to mean literally “ stinking.” 
Cf. Huzvarcsh Gram. § 54. „ 

f All these personages occur in the legend of Gustfi<,*p. For “the Profitable, see 
note to Vispcred ii. 10. 

+ It has been already mentioned in the note to Vispered in. IS, that marriage 
amongst relations was esteemed highly meiitorious by the old Iranians. 
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2. The lord of women I invoke, the Mazdaya 5 nian law, 
Ashis-vanulii, the Parendi,* 

3. The two-legged, pure, and this earth which supports us. 

4. The lord of the beloved swift body, I invoke ; the fire (the 
son) of Ahura-Mazda. 

5. Those who suffer much trouble, perform business for the 
pure men,—the Mistresses of the husbandmen,f I invoke. 

C. The swift strength of purity, the mistress of war, I invoke. 

7. The greatest sciences of the Mazdayagnian law, the mis¬ 
tresses of the Athrava I invoke, and the teachers of the same. 

8. As master I invoke, as master I place myself:} to the 
Amesha-gpcntas, to the Profitable, the wisest, most rightly 
speaking, most helpful, most endued with understanding. 

9. The greatest strength of the Mazdayagnian law I invoke: 
priests, warriors, and husbandmen. 

10. To you, ye Amesha-gpentas, good rulers, wise, I give the 
vital powers of my body. 

11. To you (I give) all enjoyment. 

12. Thus thinks the heavenly, so lie speaks, so he acts, 

13. As Thou, 0 Ahura-Mazda, hast thought, spoken, created, 
and made what is good ; 

14. So we also give to Thee, offer, and praise, drawing nigh ; 

15. So we adore Thee, so we pray to Thee, 0 Akura-Mazda.§ 

16. Through the existence of the good self, the good holiness, 
come we to Thee. 

17. (Through the existence) of the good rule over the cattle, 
the good wisdom. || 

18. We worship the Fravashi of the well-created cow, and 
Gayo-marathan, the pure.^f 

19. We worship the holiness and the Fravashi of the holy 
Zarathustra, who is pure here [i.e, in this world]. 

/ 

XV. 

1. I do homage to you, 0 Amesha-cpentas, as psalmist, Zaota, 
reciter, as praiser, speaker, and glorifier, for your praise and 
adoration, Amesha-cpcntas. 

2. For our preparation, for holiness, for the profitable pure. 

* See note to Vispcrcd viii. 13. 

t The three divinities here invoked as presiding over the three Mazdayapnian 
classes appear to be mere abstractions ; at least nothing is known of them. 

{ That is, “ I practise the duties which are incumbent on me as a master,” etc. 

§ Cf. Ynpua xxxix. 10 if. 

|| Cf. Ynpna xxxix. 11. “The lord of the cattle” (F^eratu) is used for Ilaurvat 
and Amcrctat. 

If Gayo-marathan ( = “ mortal life") is the Primeval Man, created with the Bull. 
The entire myth is found in the Majm il-al- Taw Arikh. Cf Jouni. Asiat. 1841, p. 
145 ff. 
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3. To you, ye Amesha-cpentas, well-ruling, wise, give I the 
vital power from my own body, 

4. (To you) all enjoyments. 

5. By means of the Zaothra and Barecma I wish hither all 
pure Yazatas with praise. All lords of purity wish I hither with 
praise. 

6. At the time Havani, at the time Qavaiihi and Vmya, the 
time of the Vigpe-mazista. 

7. I confess [myself] a Mazdaya<jnian, a follower of Zara- 
thustra, a foe of the Daevas, devoted to the faith of Ahura. 

8. To Havani, the pure, lord of purity, praise, adoration, con¬ 
tentment, and laud. 

9. To (Qavahhi and Yigya, the pure, lords of purity, praise, 
adoration, contentment, and laud. 

10. To the lords of the day, day-times, monthly feasts, yearly 
feasts, years, for praise, for adoration, contentment, and laud. 

XVI. 

1. According to precept, with friendship, with joy, 

2. I invoke the Amesha-cpentas, the good, with fair names. 

3. I praise (them) in desire after the good purity, after the 
good Mazdayacnian law, 

4. Which comes to me in offering, as the best from purity.* 

5. That knows Ahura-Mazda, and those who were, and those 
who are. 

6. I praise these with their name, and come to them with 
friendship. 

7. To Vohu-khshathra (the good king), the desirable, who 
brings good. 

8. May Qraosha be here, for praise for Ahura-Mazda, the 
Most Profitable. Pure, Gracious to us, as at first so at last. 

9. Yes, may Qraosha be here, for praise for Ahura-Mazda, the 
Most Profitable, Pure, Gracious to us. 

XVII. 

1. Ahura-Mazda, the Pure, Lord of purity, praise we, 

2. The Wise, Greatest Yazata, the useful, Furtherer of the 
world, 

3. The Creator of the good creatures. 

4. With this offered Zaothra, with right-spoken speech we 
praise all heavenly Yazatas. 

5. Zarathustra, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

6. With these offered Zaothras and right-spoken speeches, we 
praise all pure earthly Yazatas. 

7. We praise the Fravashi of the pure Zarathustra. 

8. The words of Zarathustra praise we. 

* The sense of tills verse is not clear. 
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9. The law of Zarathustra praise we. 

10. The faith and the forthcoming* of Zarathustra we praise. 

11. The pure-wishing, the fore-created,f pure creatures in both 
worlds, we praise. 

12. The Creator Ahura-Mazda, the Bright, Majestic, we praise. 

13. Yohu-mano praise we. 

. 14. Asha-vahista praise we. 

15. Khshathra-vairya praise we. 

16. The good Qpenta-armaiti praise we, 

17. Haurvat praise we. 

18. Ameretat praise we. 

19. The Creator Ahura-Mazda praise we. 

20. The fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, praise we. 

21. The good waters, created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 

22. The Sun, with swift horses, praise we. 

23. The Moon, which contains the seed of the cattle, praise we. 

24. The star Tistrya, the shining, majestic, praise we. 

25. The soul of the well-created bull praise we. 

26. The Creator, Ahura-Mazda, praise we. 

27. Mithra, who has wide pastures, praise we. 

28. The holy Qraosha praise we. 

29. ltashnu, the justest, praise we. 

30. The good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure, praise we. 

31. The victory created by Ahura praise we. 

32. Bama-qactra praise we. 

33. The holy wind, the well-created, praise we. 

34. The Creator, Ahura-Mazda, praise we. 

35. The good Mazdayacnian law praise we. 

36. Ashi-vahuhi praise we. 

37. Arstat praise we. 

38. The heavens praise we. 

39. The earth, the well-created, praise w T e. 

40. The Manthra-cpenta praise wo. 

41. The beginningless lights, the illimitable, praise we.J 

42. The brilliant deeds of purity praise we, 

43. At which the souls of the deceased rejoice, the Fravashis 
of the pure. 

44. We praise the best place of the pure, the illumining, wholly 
brilliant. 

* The two words rendered “ faith ” and “forthcoming" are almost synonymous. 
Perhaps the former refers to spiritual belief, aiul the latter to the practice of religion, 
t That is, those who taught prior to the coming of Zarathustra. 

X besides all the good lights of the creation of Ahura-Mazda, the Mazdayac^nians 
honour the “Primeval Light,” from which all the others are derived, and in which, 
according to the Hundehesh, Ahura-Mazda himself dwells. Opposed to this was 
“Primeval Darkness,” the abode of Ahra-mainyus. The Aryan race appear to have 
devoted themselves especially to the worship of light. 
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45. Milk and fodder, the running water, the growing trees, 
praise we: 

46. For resistance against Azlii,* created by the Daevas, against 
the Pairika, the withstanding. 

47. For the destroying, for the expelling 

48. Of the hostile plagues, 

49. And of the Ashemaogha, the impure, slaying, who is full 
of death. 

50. We praise all waters, we praise all trees, 

51. We praise all good men, we praise all good women. 

52. We praise all heavenly Yazatas and all earthly, the well- 
created, pure. 

53. We praise thee (our) dwelling-place, Qpcnta-armaiti 
(earth). 

54. We praise Thee, Lord of the dwelling-place, Pure Ahura- 
Mazda. 

55. The health of the cattle, the health of mankind, the health 
of that which arises from purity, through which the body (en¬ 
dures) the longest, may these remain in my dwelling in summer 
as in winter. 

56. Ahura-Mazda, the Pure, Lord of purity, praise we. 

57. The Amesha-Qpentas, the good kings, the wise, praise we. 

58. The day-times, the pure, lords of purity, praise we. 

59. Uavani, the pure, lord of purity, praise we.f 

60. Ahura-Mazda, the Brilliant, Majestic, praise we. 

61. The good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure, praise we. 

62. Thee, 0 fire, son of Ahura-Mazda, the pure, lord of purity, 
praise we. 

63. The fire Berezi-cavo (which affords great profit), praise we.f 

64. The fire Yohu-fryana (the well-going), praise we. 

65. The fire Urvazista (the far-leading), praise we. 

66. The fire Yazista (the swift), praise we. 

67. The fire Qpenista (the very holy), praise we. 

68. The pure king, the adorable Nairyo-canha, praise we. 

69. The fire, the master over all houses, created by Mazda, 
the son of Ahura-Mazda, the pure, lord of purity, praise we, 
together with all fires. 

70. The good waters, the best, created by Ahura-Mazda, pure, 
praise we. 


* Cf. Vendidad xviii. 45. 

f Here Yatjna vi. 4-37 is to be repeated before v. GO. 

+ According to the Bundehcsh the tire Berczi-faro is that which is before ITormazd 
and the kings (perhaps the “heavenly brightness,” cf. Ya^na i. 42); tlie fire Vo/tu- 
fnjanm dwells in the bodies of men and animals; the fire Urvazista is in trees ; the 
fire Uazista is in the clouds ( i.c ., lightning), and slays the demon Cpenjagbra; the 
fire Cpenista is that which is employed in this world. 
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71. All waters created by Mazda, pure, praise we ; all trees 
created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 

72. Nmanya, Vi 9 ja, Zantuma, Daqyuma, Zarathustrotema, 

73. All pure Yazatas praise we, all lords of purity, praise we, 

74. At the time of the Havani, at the time of the Qavanhi 
and Yicya, at the time of the Vicpe-Mazista. 

XVIII* 

Give me, 0 Ahura-Mazda, Thou who hast created the Cow, 
etc. Qpenta-Mainyus, through distinguished mind, etc. 


XIX . 1 

1. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda : Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, 
Holiest, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure! 

2. Which was the speech, 0 Ahura-Mazda, that Thou hast 
spoken to me, 

3. As (being) before the heaven, before the water, before the 
earth, before the Bull, before the trees, before the fire, the son of 
Ahura-Mazda, before the pure men, before the Daevas with per¬ 
verted soul, and before mankind, before the whole corporeal 
world, before all the good things created by Mazda, which have 
a pure origin ? 2 

4. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : This portion 3 of the Aliuna- 
Vairya it was, 0 holy Zarathustra, which I have taught thee: 

5. (As being) before the heaven, before the water, before the 
earth, before the Bull, before the trees, before the fire, the son of 
Ahura-Mazda, before the pure men, before the Daevas who are 
of perverted soul, and before mankind, before the whole cor¬ 
poreal world, before all the good things created by Mazda, which 
have a pure origin. 

G. This portion of the Ahuna-vairya, 0 holy Zarathustra, 
recited without omission, without negligence, 

7. Is worth a hundred other meritorious Gathas, which are 
recited with omission and negligence. 4 

8. (Even) recited with omission, with negligence, it is equal 
to ten other principal prayers. 

9. Whoso in this corporeal world, 0 holy Zarathustra, utters 
to me the portion of the Ahuna-vairya, recites uttering, delivers 
reciting, praises delivering, 5 

10. Llis soul bring I thrice over the bridge to Faradise, I who 
am Ahura-Mazda, 0 

11. Unto the best place, unto the best purity, unto the best 
lights. 

* The whole of chap, xviii. is made up of citations from other places. The first is 
taken from Ya(,*na l. 7, the second from Ya^na xlvi. 
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12. But whoso in this corporeal world mutilates this portion 
of the Ahuna-vairya to me in the recitation, 0 holy Zarathustra, 

13. Be it the half, the third, the fourth, or even the fifth, 7 

14. His soul take I, I who am Aliura-Mazda, away from the 
best place. 

15. So far as the length and breadth of this earth; now this 
earth is as broad as long. 

10. This word have I spoken, that possessing lord and ruler, 8 
before the creation of this heaven, 

17. Before the water, before the earth, before the trees, 

IS. Before the creation of the four-footed bull, 

19. Before the birth of the pure man, the two-legged, 

20. Before the body of this Sun was created according to the 
wish of the Amesha-gpentas. 

21. I have spoken it (the Ahuna-vairya) out of heavenly holi¬ 
ness, 

22. For the whole world of purity, the existing, already in 
being, and the future, 

23. As an example of the works in the world of Mazda. 9 

24. This is the praiseworthy of prayers, of those which I have 
spoken, do speak, and which are to be spoken. 

25. This is as praiseworthy as the whole corporeal world 
besides. 

2G. Let the learner learn it; if he retains it, so he gains the 
victory (thereby) over dying. 10 

27. This speech was taught for us, for every being, to learn 
and to meditate, on account of the best purity. 11 

28. He who utters this, 

29. He who recognizes Him as Lord and Master, who teaches 
Him, Ahura-Mazda, to the creatures, who are the first in under¬ 
standing. 12 

30. He who resigns himself to Him, the Greatest of all, he 
teaches also His creatures to know Him as the Greatest. 

31. As he (declares) enjoyment in Mazda, whilst he uttcr3 the 
third paragraph, vanheus dazda mananho,—thus he gives himself 
to the spirit. 13 

32. As he makes it a teacher for the soul with “ mananho ,' 99 
so lie calls it for “ the deeds,” 

33. Here in the world. 

34. If he teaches it to the beings, 0 Mazda, thus he becomes 
as its beings. 

35. He brings “ the kingdom to Ahura/’—it is thy kingdom. 
0 Mazda, he prays consequently “ food for the poor.” 14 

3G. As friendship for Qpitama, 15 according to the five-fold, 

37. All the words which are uttered, every word springs from 
Ahura-Mazda. 
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38. The Best Ahura-Mazda has spoken the Ahuna-vairya, the 
Best has made it perfect. 

39. Swiftly went the bad away, when it was spoken against 
the bad. 

40. On account of this utterance against them 

41. May they (the bad spirits) neither to our souls, nor teach¬ 
ing, nor to our understanding, 

42. Nor to our faith, nor to our prayers, nor to actions, 

43. Nor to our law, nor to our souls, adhere. 

44. This speech which Ahura-Mazda has spoken contains three 
heads, four professions, five rulers, it is brought to the end through 
the offering. 16 

45. Which are the heads? To think, speak, and do good. 

46. A\ kich the professions ? Priests, warriors, husbandmen, 
and artizans. 17 

47. All renown unites itself with the pure man through true 
thinking, speaking, and acting; 

48. As it is taught by the lord according to the teaching of 
the law, 

49. Through his deeds the worlds increase in purity. 18 

50. Which are the lords? The lord of the house, the lord of 
the clan, the lord of the confederacy, the lord of the region, 
Zarathustra as the fifth. 

51. Of the regions which are without the Zara thus trian realm, 
the Zaratbustrian Ragha has four lords. 

52. What are the lords of these? The lord of the dwelling, 
the lord of the clan, the lord of the confederacy, Zarathustra as 
the fourth. 10 

53. What is well thought? Purity, by the beings first in 
understanding. 

54. What well spoken? The Mauthra-gpenta. 

55. What well done? (What is done) with hymns "by the 
beings first in purity. 20 

56. Ahura-Mazda has spoken (the Ahuna-vairya), to whom 
has he spoken ? To the pure in heaven and in the world. 

57. In what capacity has he spoken the speech? As best king. 

58. To whom ? To the best pure, not ruling at will. 

NOTES TO YAQNA XIX. 

1 Chapters xix., xx., and xxi. are entitled in the MSS. “the pro¬ 
perties ot the Baghas” (that is, “of.the portions”)) because they contain 
the three principal prayers, viz., Ahuna-vairya, Ashem-vohu, and 
Y e ri h e -hat a rim. 

2 Yv. 2-3. This passage may also imply that the prayer was taught 
to the Fravashi of Zarathustra before tlie creation of the heavens, etc. 
The term “ pure men” here means only Gayo-mard. The meaning, 
“with perverted soul,” which I have'here attached to the word 
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Khrafctra, belongs properly to the dialect of the second part of the 
luqna. 

. 3 V - 4 * More correctly, “divisionthe Ahuna-vairya being subdivided 
into, apparently, three parts. The word used is bagha. Cf. note 1. 

. ! ^ • 7* ^ ie ^ ves ^ a ^ as to be recited principally in the ni^ht 
injunctions against negligence, or going to sleep during its recital, & are 
easily intelligible. 

* * s difficult to find suitable equivalents for these three 

oiigmal phrases in this verse. The first word, “ uttering/’ refers to 
the simple recital,, the second implies a peculiar kind of half-whispered 
prayer, and the third a kind of chauting, used expressly in praise of God. 

,, 6 7' It: is by no means clear why Ahura-Mazda is said to brin<> 
the soul into Paradise thrice. The question will be discussed in the 
Commentary. 

y :•}°- Jjbat h e ^bo in his haste omits as much as amounts to 
the half, or third, etc., of the prayer. 

8 \ . 1C. The Ahuna-vairya is termed “possessing a lord and master” 

( ahumat, ratumat), because both the words aim and rata occur in the first 
line. 

M . 23. That is, “ as the works are prescribed in the Ahuna-vairya, 
so must they be performed in the whole world.” 

V. 20. Gloss, “he becomes immortal.’* 

. 11 7* 27 * Tll e meaning of the words, “on account of the best purity,” 
is not clear Perhaps they imply that the Ahuna-vairya is derived 
from Ah urn-Mazda, the most perfect purity. 

12 V 29. The meaning is, that he who by reciting Yathd aim vainjo 
atfuiratus, etc., acknowledges Ahura-Mazda as Lord and Master, thereby 
teaches others to follow his example. The following verses, down to 
verse 39, are in many places extremely difficult to translate, because 
the writer takes up separate words of the prayer Ahuna-vairya, and 
comments upon their importance. 

"T-j 3 ?- According to the Gloss, the sense is that he who utters tho 
words Vanheus, etc., confesses that all the good gifts of life have their 
origin in Ahura-ilazda. The words from Vanheus to skyaothanananm 
inclusive, form the third part of the prayer. 

U Z 35 \“ He givcs the kingdom to Aliura,” signifies, according to 
the Gloss, that he makes Ahura-Mazda the ruler over his body. The 
second part of the verse appears to mean, “ if he does this then will he 
also give food to the poor.” These are the concluding words of the 
Ahuna-vairya. 

rA5 \* y have taken the word Qpitama as a proper name in this 
difficult verse. It is usually an epithet of Zarathustra, and may pos¬ 
sibly refer to him here. 

^ - 44. lerhaps the meaning is that the Ahuna-vairya contains all 
the fundamental regulations of the Zarathustrian state, and at the end of 
the prayer charity is inculcated. 

\ . 40. Ihe \ endidad and the older part of the Yacua only mention 
three classes. 

^ * 49- khe word “his” refers to the pure man. This verse seems 
to be an interpolation. 
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19 Y. 52. The passage respecting the u four lords ” is of the highest 
importance for the political condition of the Zarathustrians at the time 
when this part of the Ya^na was composed. We must reserve explana¬ 
tions for the Commentary. 

20 Y. 55. According to the Gloss, this refers to the bringing of 
offerings. 

XX. 

1. Ahura-Mazda spake : “ Ashem vohu vahistem agti.” He 
gives to him thereby the best good (voku-vakistcm), namely, 
for himself his own existence, if lie fulfils the law which lies in 
vohuvahistem acti.* 

2. Usta agti usta ahmai (whilst he speaks these words), he 
gives what is good, for every pure all purity, namely, all the 
purity which belongs to every single man gives he to every 
pure one.f 

3. Hyat ashai vahistai ashem. (Thereby) gives he the whole 
Manthra to him who knows the Manthra. 

4. lie entrusts dominion to the pure. 

5. To the praying pure one gives he purity. 

6. To you, the Profitable, gives he purity : three maxims. 

7. The whole speech is of Akura; it is wholly the speech 
of Ahura-Mazda. 

8. Ahura-Mazda has uttered the speech; to whom has he 
spoken it? To the pure, the heavenly, and the earthly. 

9. In what quality has he uttered the speech ? As the Best 
Ruling. 

10. To whom (in what quality to be found) ? To the pure, 
not ruling according to will. 

XXI. t 

1. (It is) the praiseworthy speech of the pure Zarathustra: 
Yerike lrataiim Sat ye^ne paiti.—Yeiiho' (to whom), with this 
brings lie praise to Mazda, who, according to the law of Ahura— 
11 a tan m (to the existing) lie offers praise, 

2. Namely, to those of the existing who desire to be friendly, 
To all pure (women), brilliant in understanding, he offers praise.§ 

* This chapter contains a commentary on the second principal prayer of the 
Farsces — the Ashem vohu. The words “ Ahura-Mazda spake,” merely signify that 
it was Ahura-Mazda who first pronounced the prayer, and have no connection with 
the rest of the chapter. The words “for himself his own existence,” etc., mean that 
he who utters this prayer offers himself thereby to Ahura-Mazda, provided also he 
acts in conformity to it. 

f It appears from the Glosses that the utterance of this prayer makes every man a 
participator in the purity (pure deeds) performed by all pure men. In this we per¬ 
ceive tiic idea of a mystic bond which, as it were, united all true believers as members 
of an invisible church. 

J This chapter is a commentary on the third prayer, which coinmeuccs with the 
Words Yenhe hut an m. 

$ This verse appears to be corrupt. 
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3. Namely, for praise for the Immortal. Here are three sen¬ 
tences in the whole praiseworthy speech. To whom is the 
invocation addressed ? To the Amesha-cpentas at every offering. 

4. Then spake Ahura-Mazda: Hail to each, whoever it may 
be! 

5. May Ahura be made ruling according to will. 

G. What has he announced through this speech? 

7. Happiness has he announced, namely, happiness for every 
pure one, the existing, having been, and about to be. 

8. The Best has announced the best, the Best Mazda ha3 
announced the best purity to the best pure.* 

XXII. 

1. With Barecma laid aside,h bound with Zaothra, I desire 
for the Creator Ahura-Mazda, the Brilliant, Majestic, for the 
Amesha-cpentas, 

2. This Haoma, uplifted with purity, with praise. 

3. This flesh of living beings, uplifted with purity, wish I 
hither with praise. 

4. This tree nadha-naepata, uplifted with purity, I wish 
hither with praise. 

5. These Zaothra3, which spring from the good water, bound 
with Haoma, and flesh bound with Hadha-naepata, uplifted with 
purity, wish I hither with praise. 

0. Of the good waters, I wish the Haoma-water hither with 
praise. 

7. The stone mortars wish I hither with praise, the iron mor¬ 
tars wish I hither with praise. 

8. And the Bari^ma, the helpful prayer at the right time, 
and the reciting and practice of the Mazdayacnian law, 

9. And the reciting of the Gathas, and the helpful prayer for 
the pure, lord of purity, at the right time.;}; 

10. This wood and this fragrance for the fire, son of Ahura- 
Mazda, 

11. And all goods created by Mazda, which have a pure 
origin, invoke I hither with praise. 

12. For the satisfaction of Ahura-Mazda, and the Amesha- 
cpentas, and the holy Qraosha, the tire, the son of Ahura- 
Mazda, the great lord of purity. 

13. I wish hither with praise: for the day-times, the lords of 
purity, for the Ilavani, the lord of purity, etc.§ 

14. This Ilaoma, uplifted with purity, wish I hither with 
praise. 

* This verse contains a play upon words, and the adjective vahista — “ the best,” 
is used both as masculiue and neuter. 

f Cf. Ya<jna iii. 1. X Cf Yispered v. 5. § Cf. Ya^na iii. 21-GO. 
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15. This flesh of living beings, uplifted with purity, wish I 
hither with praise. 

1G. This tree Hadha-naepata, uplifted with purity, wish I 
hither with praise. 

17. From the good waters, wish I hither with praise these 
Zaothras, bound with llaoma, and flesh, with Hadha-naepata, 
uplifted with purity. 

18. Of the good waters, I wish the Haoma-water hither with 
praise. 

19. The stone mortars wish I hither with praise, the iron 
mortars wish I hither with praise. 

20. This branch of Barecma, the helpful prayer, at the right 
time, the saying and doing of the good Mazdayacnian law, 

21. The recitation of the Gathas, and the helpful prayer, at 
the right time, of the pure, lord of purity. 

22. This wood, this fragrance, wish 1 hither with praise, for 
thee, fire, son of Ahura-Mazda. 

23. All the good things created by Mazda, which have a pure 
origin, wish I hither with praise, 

24. For the satisfaction of Ahura-Mazda, the Brilliant, Ma¬ 
jestic,—of the Amesha-cpentas, 

25. Of Mithra, possessing many pastures, and of Rama-qactra, 

2G. (And) of the Sun, the immortal, brilliant, with swift 

horses,* 

27. (And) of the wind which works on high, is higher than the 
other creatures, namely, that of thee, 0 air, which springs from 
Qpcnta-mainyus,t 

2S. Of the most righteous wisdom, created by Mazda, pure, of 
the good Mazdayacnian law; 

29. Of the Manthra-spcnta, the pure, efficacious, of the law 
against the Daevas, of the law of Zarathustra, of the long pre¬ 
cept, of the good Mazdaya 9 nian law, of the keeping of the 
Maiithra-qpenta,—(the keeping in mind the good Mazdayacnian 
law, the knowledge of the Maiithra-cpenta), of the heavenly un¬ 
derstanding, of the understanding heard with the ears, created 
by Mazda; X 

30. Of the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda; of thee, 0 fire, son 
of Ahura-Mazda, with all fires ; 


* In the IIuz. Tr. it is stated that other interpreters render the adjective aurvn(- 
a<;pn ( = “ possessing swift steeds”) by “ who bestows swift horses.” 

f The words, “higher than the other creatures,” arc rendered in the traditional 
versions, “ which torments or annihilates the other creatures;” and the Ncriosengh 
translation has “ bird ” instead of “ air.” The original word is susceptible of cither 
interpretation, and in the later Parseo mythology there is mention of two birds, one 
good and one bad, who accompany men over the bridge Chinvat. There arc also two 
winds. 

X The words in parentheses appear to be an interpolation. 


YA£NA XXIII. XXIV. 75 

31. Of the mountain Ushi-darena, created by Mazda, adorned 
with pure brightness; 

32. Of all Yazatas, the pure, heavenly and earthly ; 

33. Of the Fravashis of the pure, the strong, attacking, of the 
Fravashis of the Paoiryfl-tkaeshas, of the Fravashis of the Naba- 
nazdistas, of the Yazata with renowned name.* 

XXIII.+ 

1. I wish hither with praise : the Fravashis who were first in 
these dwellings, clans, confederacies, and regions; 

2. Which support the heaven, which support the water, which 
support the earth, which support the cattle, which support the 
children in the mothers, so that they are protected and do not die. 

3. I wish hither with praise : the Fravashi of Ahura-Mazda, 
of the Amesha- 9 pentas, together with all pure Fravashis of the 
heavenly Yazatas. 

4. I wish hither with praise : the Fravashis of Gayo- 
marathan, of the holy Zarathustra, of Kavi-vistacpa, of Icat- 
vactra,J the Zarathustrian, together with all pure Fravashis of 
the Paoiryo-tkaeshas. 

5. I wish hither with praise: every pure female Fravashi, (of 
those) who have ever died on this earth, pious women, maidens 
grown up and not grown up, diligent, who dwelt here, and are 
gone out of these dwellings, who meditate and perform good 
offering and praise. 

6. I wish hither with praise: the Fravashis of the pure, the 
strong, attacking, the Fravashis of the Paoiryo-tkaeshas, the 
Fravashis of the Nabanazdistas, the Fravashi of my own soul. 

7. 1 wish hither with praise : for all lords of purity. 

8. I wish hither with praise: for all well-created Yazatas, 
heavenly and earthly, which are to be honoured and to be praised 
on account of the best purity. 

9. I confess myself a Mazdayacnian, etc.§ 

XXIV. 

1. To Ahura-Mazda make we the Ilaomas known. 

2. This Ilaoma, Myazda, Zaothra, Bare^ma, bound together 
in purity, and the well-created cow. 

3. This flesh, which proceeds from living beings, uplifted in 
purity. 

4. This tree Iladlni-naepata, uplifted in purity. 

* In the liturgy, the whole passage, from verse 14, is repeated again. 

f The chapters xxiii., xxiw belong properly to the service for departed souls ; and 
as they form no part of the daily liturgy, they are frequently wanting in the Yeudidad 
Sades. 

X See Yacpia xxvi. 17. § See Ya<pia iii. 69 ff. 
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5. From the good waters, these Zaothras, bound with Haoma, 
flesh, and Hadha-naepata, uplifted with purity. 

G. From the good waters, this Haoma-water, 

7. The stone mortars, the iron mortars, 

8. This Barecma-branch, the helpful prayer at the right time, 
the recital and fulfilment of the good Mazdayacnian law, 

9. The recital of the Gat has, and the helpful prayer of the 
pure, at the right time, lord of purity. 

10. This wood, this fragrance, for thee, the fire, the son of 
Ahura-Mazda, and all good things created by Mazda which have 
a pure origin, 

11. We give and we make them known : 

12. To Ahura-Mazda, to the holy Qraosha, to the Amesha- 
9 pentas, to the Fravashis of the pure, to the souls of the pure, to 
the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, to the great lord, to the whole 
pure world, for praise, adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

13. Then we make them known : to the Fravashi of Zara- 
thustra, the holy, pure, for praise, adoration, satisfaction, and 
laud. 

14. To those who desire purity in both worlds, together with 
all holy Fravashis of the deceased pure, of the yet living pure, 
of the unborn pure, of the forward-stepping Profitable. 

15. These Haomas, Myazdas, Zaothras, this Barccma, bound 
together in holiness, the well-created cow, 

16. This flesh of living beings, uplifted in purity, 

17. This Barecma-branch, uplifted in purity, 

18. Of the good waters, these Zaothras, bound with Haoma, 
flesh, and Hadha-naepata, uplifted in purity, 

19. Of the good waters, this llaoma-water, 

20. The stone mortars, the iron mortars, 

21. This Barecma-branch, the helpful prayer at the/right 
time, the recitation and practice of the good Mazdaya^iian law, 

22. The recitation of the Gathas, the helpful prayer of the 
pure, lord of purity. 

23. This wood and the fragrance, for thee, the fire, the son of 
Ahura-Mazda, and all good things created by Mazda, which have 
a pure origin, 

24. We give and make them known. Then we make them 
known : 

25. To the Amesha- 9 pentas, the good rulers, the wise, the 
ever living, ever profiting, 

2G. \\ ho dwell together with Vohu-mano ; also to the women. 

27. Then we make them known: to the increase of these 
dwellings, for help for these dwellings, for cattle and men, born 
and about to be born in future, for the pure who arc here. 

28. Then we make them known : to the good Fravashis of 
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the pure, who are strong and mighty, for protection to the 
pure. 

29. Then we make them known: to the Creator Ahura- 
Mazda, the Brilliant, Majestic, Heavenly, of heavenly descent, 
to the Amesha-cpentas, for praise, for adoration, satisfaction, 
and laud. 

30. Then we make them known: to the day-times, the pure, 
lords of purity, to the Havani, the pure, lord of purity, for 
praise, for adoration, satisfaction, and laud, etc. 

XXV. 

1. The Amesha-cpentas, the good rulers, the wise, praise we. 

2. This Ilaoma, uplifted with purity, praise we. 

3. This flesh, that proceeds from living beings, uplifted with 
purity, praise we. 

4. This tree Iladha-naepata, uplifted with purity, praise we. 

5. Of the good waters, these Zaothras, bound with Ilaoma, 
flesh, and Hadha-naepata, uplifted with purity, praise we. 

6. Of the good waters, the Haoma-water praise we. 

7. The stone mortars praise we. 

8. The iron mortars praise we. 

9. This Bare^ma-branch, the helpful prayer at the right time, 
the recitation and practice of the good Mazdayacnian law. 

10. The recitation of the Gathas, the helpful prayer of the 
pure, lord of purity. 

11. This wood, this fragrance, for thee, fire, son of Ahura- 
Mazda, and all good things created by Mazda, which have a 
pure origin, praise we. 

12. Ahura-Mazda, the Brilliant, Majestic, praise we. 

13. The Amesha-cpentas, the good rulers, the wise, praise we. 

14. MithVa, who has a wide territory, praise we; Rama- 
q&gtra praise we. 

15. The Sun, the immortal, shining, with swift horses, praise 
we. 

1G. The pure wind praise we, the air which works on high, is 
raised above the other creatures, that of thee, 0 air, which 
belongs to Qpenta-mainyu.* 

17. The most righteous wisdom, created by Mazda, pure, 
praise we, the good Mazdayacnian law praise we. 

18. The Manthra-cpenta, the very brilliant, praise we, the 
law against the Daevas praise we, the Zarathustrian law praise 
we, the long precept praise we, the good Mazdayacnian law 
praise we, the spreading abroad of the Manthra-cpenta praise 
we, the keeping in mind the good Mazdayacnian law praise we, 
the knowledge of the Manthra-cpenta praise we, the heavenly 

* Cf. Ya<jna xxii. 27. 
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wisdom created by Mazda praise we, the wisdom heard with the 
ears, created by Mazda, praise we. # 

19. Thee, the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, lord of purity, 
praise we. 

20. The fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, praise we. 

21. All fires praise we. 

22. The mountain Uslii-darena, created by Mazda, adorned 
with pure brightness, worthy of worship, praise we. 

23. All pure heavenly Yazatas praise we. 

24. All pure earthly Yazatas praise we. 

XXVI. 

1. The good, mighty, holy Fravashis of the pure, praise I, 

2. Invoke I, make I my own;—I praise (the Fravashis) of 
the dwellings, clans, confederacies, regions, those of the priests. 

3. All the earlier Fravashis praise we here: the Fravashi of 
Ahura-Mazda, 

4. The Greatest, Best, Fairest, 

5. The Strongest, Most Intelligent, Best Formed. 

6. The Highest on account of Ilis purity. 

7. The good, mighty, holy Fravashis of the pure, praise we. 

8. Of the Amesha-Qpentas, the kings, beholding at will, 1 

9. The great, mighty, strong, proceeding from Ahura, 

10. Who are imperishable, the pure of the first faith, the first 
disciples. 2 

11. We praise the place, the law, the consciousness, the souls, 
the Fravashis of the pure men and women here, 3 

12. Who were protectors of purity. 

13. The soul of the well-created Cow praise we, 

14. Which was the protectress of purity. The Fravashi of 
Gayo-marathan, the pure, praise we. 

15. The holiness and Fravashi of Zarathustra, the holy, pure 
here, praise we. 

1G. The Fravashi of Kavi-Vist&cpa, the pure, praise we. 

17. The pure Fravashi of Icat-vuctra, 4 the Zarathustrian, 
praise we. 

18. We praise the place, the law, the consciousness, the souls, 
the Fravashis of the Xabazdistas, the pure here, 

19. Who were protectors of purity, 

20. Together with all pure Fravashis of the deceased pure, 
the living pure, the yet unborn, forward-stepping pro fit able.+ 

21. We praise the souls of the pure deceased here, which are 
Fravashis of the pure. 

22. We praise the Fravashis of all the pure relations, the 


Cf. Yaqna xxii. 29. 


f Cf, Ya<jua xxiv. 14. 
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Aethrapaitis, 3 * 5 deceased in this dwelling, of the disciples, ot the 
men and women, the pure here. 

23. The Fravashis of all pure Aethrapaitis praise we. 

24. The Fravashis of all pure disciples praise we. 

25. The Fravashis of all pure men praise we. 

2G The Fravashis of all pure women praise we. 

27. The Fravashis of all youths, 6 the pious, pure, praise we. 

. 28. The Fravashis of all the pure who belong to the region, 

29° The Fravashis of all the pure beyond the region,' praise we. 
30. The Fravashis of the pure men praise we. 

31 The Fravashis of the pure women praise we. 

32. All the good, mighty, holy Fravashis of the pure, praise 

WG 

33. From Gayo-marathan unto Qaoshyang, the victorious. 

34. All Fravashis of the pure praise we. 

35. The souls of the deceased praise we, which are the rra- 

vashis of the pure. 

NOTES TO YAQNA XXYI. 

1 v. 8. ("The phrase, “beholding at will,” is all but unintelligible in 
English; and with due respect for Professor Spiegel, I doubt it it is the 
best rendering of the Z cud dditlirananm berezatanm. Doithra sigmnes, 

I believe, “°eye;” and in many Oriental languages—for instance, 
Arabic, Persian, and Gujerati—the same word denotes “ the eye and 
“a fountain.” Now, in Gujerati there is a phrase, muradna chethma 
“fountain (eye) of desire,” which is applied to the rich and liberal, to 
signify that they are, as it were, fountains at which the needy may 
quench their desires, and perhaps some such meaning may lurk behind 

the obscure Zend phrase.] , , ., „ 

2 V. to. “ The first disciples,” lit., “ those who have heard the 

3 V. 'll. “The pure men and women here," signifies “those who 
were pure’ during their lives in this world.” In this verse we find a 
three-fold division of the soul. Jladdhd is “ spiritual activity; Unan 
(— “ the soul ”) is the Will, or the ability to choose between good and 
had; Frarashi, which is usually applied to the power which holds body 
and soul together, seems here to be equivalent to “the conscience. In 
the later systems the soul was made to consist of Jive paits. 

1 V. 17. Icat-vaqtra is the eldest son of Zarathustra. According to 
the Bundehesh, he died a hundred years after the promulgation of the 
law. He is regarded as the head of the priests. 

5 V. 22. Aethrapaiti (= Herbed) signifies properly the lord ot the 
precept,” and the phrase is applied to one who has given proofs ot tus 
acquaintance with the truths of the Zarathustrian religion. 

6 y 27. By “the pious youths,” are meant those who, though not 
of sufficient age to understand all the duties of a Mazdayaqnian, are 
nevertheless learning and practising them to the best of then- ability. 
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7 Yv. 28-29. The distinction between the pious within and icithout 
the region proves that the Zarathustrian religion was not eonfined to a 
single territory. 


XXVII. 

1. Now will we make Him, the greatest of all, as Lord and 
Master: Ahura-Mazda. 

2. To smite Arira-mainyu, the evil, to smite the Aeshma, the 
bad, to smite the Mazanian Daevas, to smite all Daevas, those 
bringing rain,* evil. 

3. To farther Ahura-Mazda, the Brilliant, Majestic, 

4. To farther the Amesha-cpentas, 

5. To farther the Star Tistrya, the bright, shining, 

6. To further the pure man, 

7. To further all pure creatures of Qpenta-mainyus. 


Cf. Yendidad x. 24. 
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THE GATHAS * 

I. GATHA AHUNAVAITI. 

XXVIII. 

(Good is the thought, good fhe speech, good the work of the 
pure Zarathustra.—May the Amesha-^pentas accept the Gathas. 
—Praise be to you, pure songs.) 1 

1. I desire by my prayer with uplifted hands this joy : 

First the entirely pure works of the Holy Spirit, Mazda, 

(Then) the understanding of Vohu-mano, 2 (and that) which 

rejoices the soul of the Bull. 3 

2. I draw near to You, 4 0 Ahura-Mazda, with good-minded- 

ness, 

Give me for both these (worlds), the corporeal as well as the 
spiritual, 

Gifts arising out of purity, which make joyful in bright¬ 
ness. 5 

3. I praise ye first, 0 Asha and Vohu-mano, 

And Ahura-Mazda, to whom belongs an imperishable king¬ 
dom,^ 

May Armaiti, 6 to grant gifts, come hither at my call. 

4. I who have entrusted' the soul to heaven with good dis¬ 

position, 

Acquainted with the reward for the actions of Ahura-Mazda, 

So long as I can and am able will I teach according to the 
wish of the pure. 

* We now commence what is termed the second part of the Ya^na, which is 
written in a dialect older than the language of the rest of the Avesta. It has 
already been mentioned that the Guthus are a species of religious Hymns, bearing 
more or less resemblance to the Vedie Hymns. They are, however, extremely diffi¬ 
cult and obscure, and the Translator regrets that many passages are quite unintel¬ 
ligible, and more very nearly so. Still further obscurity arises from the necessity of 
translating each line separately, so as to make it correspond exactly with the original 
Zend. In Professor Spiegel ss translation this difficulty is less felt, because the 
German case-system enables the reader to perceive at a glance which are nominatives 
and which accusatives, etc., and which arc the adjectives belonging to their respective 
nouns, whereas in English the slightest inversion, or transposition, leads to inevitable 
confusion. The Translator wishes to state that he has made this part of the transla¬ 
tion as strictly literal as possible, not presumiug to hazard conjectures of his own. 
He hopes, however, that Professor Spiegel’s “Commentary’' will render the Gathas 
at least tolerably intelligible, which is more than can be said of them at present. 
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5. Asha! 7 when shall I behold thee and Vohu-mano with know¬ 

ledge ? 8 

(When shall I see) the place which belongs to Ahura-Mazda, 
the Most Profitable, which is shown by Qraosha? 

These Manthras are the greatest thing, we teach them to 
those of evil tongue. 9 

6. Come with Vohu-mano, give, 0 Asha, as a gift long life. 
Through Thy true words, 0 Mazda, great joy is prepared for 

Zarathustra, 

And for us also, 0 Aliura, we who destroy the plagues of 
the foes. 

7. Give, 0 Asha, that reward which men desire, 

Give thou, 0 Armaiti, his wish to Vistacpa and also to me. 10 
Make, 0 Mazda, those mighty who sing your Manthras. 

8. I pray Thee, the Best, for the best, 11 Thee, Thou who hast 

the same will with Asha-Vahista, 

The Lord pray I, may lie be gracious to Frashao 9 tra and 
to me, 

And to those to whom I am favourable during the whole 
duration of Vohu-mano. 12 

9. On account of these blessings we will also not grieve Ahura- 

Mazda and Asha, 13 

Nor the best spirit (nor those) which are helpful to you in 
praise. 

Yours is the will, and the unbounded rule over the profitable. 

10. Whom thou knowest, 0 Asha, as the creatures of Vohu-mano, 
The truthful, Mazda-Ahura, to them fulfil completely their 

wishes. 

I know that ye are without want of food and friendly words. 14 

11. I keep for ever purity and good-umndedness. 

Teach Thou me, Mazda-Ahura, from out Thyself, 

From heaven through Thy mouth whereby the worljl first 
arose. ' 

NOTES TO GATIlA AIIUNAVAITI—YAQNA XXVIII. 

1 The words in parentheses do not belong to the Gatlins ; they appear 
to be a liturgical addition. 

2 V. 1. “ The understanding of Vohu-mano,” signifies “ good-minded- 
ness,” that is, a disposition to perform good actions. 

3 V. 1. According to the Gloss, the soul of the Bull is desired to be 
rejoiced, that it may protect the herds. 

4 V. 2. The plural of “You” is employed because Ahura-Mazda is 
reckoned amongst the Amesha-(;pentas, of whom he is Supreme Lord. 

6 V. 2. That is, gifts which will rejoice ns in the other world. 
e V. 3. Armaiti, as has been already remarked, is sometimes the genius 
of the earth, and sometimes wisdom personified. 
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7 Y. 5. Asha seems to stand here for Asha-valiista, though the word 
may also be taken as an adjective (0 Pure!) referring to Ahura-Mazda. 

b Y. 5. “With knowledge,” lit., “as one to whom it is taught.” 

9 Y. 5. That is, perhaps “ to the unbelievers. ” 

10 Y. 7. That is, temporal power to Vista^pa and wisdom to Zara* 
thustra. 

11 Y. 8. The Gloss explains “the best” to mean the law of Ahura- 
Mazda. 

. 12 Y. 8. That is, as long as the corporeal world itself endures. 

13 Y. 9. That is, according to the Gloss, “ we will do nothing dis¬ 
pleasing to Asha,” etc. 

14 V. 10. This passage is extremely difficult and obscure. 


XXIX. 

1. Towards you 1 complained the soul of the Bull : For whom 

have ye created me, who has created me, 

Me defiles Aeshma (wrath), Haza (robber), Remo (suspicion), 
Dere (suffering), and Tavi (thief). 

I have not fodder save from ye, teach me then the good 
things which know herbage. 

2. Then asked the Fashioner 2 of the Cow of Asha: Where hast 

thou a lord for the Cow ? 

That he may make mighty, provide with fodder those who 
apply themselves to breeding cattle, 

Whom, Hail to Thee! (hast thou made) for a lord, who 
smites back Aeshma to the wicked ? 

3. Him answered Asha: There is not a lord for the Cow who 

might be without tormenting. 3 
It is not known to them, what manifestly rejoices the 
righteous, 

He is the mightiest among beings at whose call come the 
workers. 

4. Mazda is it, who remembers best the words which He has 

made 4 before, 

Ere Daevas and men were, and which lie will make again 
hereafter. 

Ahura has the determination, may it happen with us as He 
will. 

5. Now call I with uplifted hands zealously to Ahura-Mazda: 
For my soul and that of the three-year-old bull: for wisdom 

in doubtful questions. 

May he not perish who leads a pure life, not the active 
without the wicked. 5 

6. Then spake Ahura-Mazda, who knows the impure through 

His wisdom : 

“ Not can a lord be found, nor a master who proceeds from 
purity, 
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I, the Creator, have created thee for the industrious and for 
the active/’ 

7. This Marithra of increase Almra-Mazda created in agree¬ 

ment with Asha, 

For the Cow, and milk for those enjoying according to holy 
commands, 

"Who is it, who with good mind can announce this to mortals? 

8. “This one is known to me here, who alone heard our pre¬ 

cepts : 

Zarathustra, the Holy, he asks from Us, Mazda, and Asha, 
Assistance for announcing,—I will make him skilful of 
speech/’ 

9. Then complained the soul of the Bull : I am not rejoiced 

over the powerless lord, 

The voice of the non-accomplishing man, since I desire an 
absolute Euler. 6 

How shall now he be who brings to him active help ? 

10. Give, 0 Ahura-Mazda, to this one for help, Asha and 

Khshathra, 

Together with Vohu-mano, that he may create good dwell¬ 
ings and pleasantness, 

For 1 account Thee, 0 Mazda, as the first Possessor of these 
things. 

11. When will holiness, good-mindedness, and rule come to me? 
Do You, 0 Mazda, bestow, greatness for greatness, 7 

May Ahnra desire us on account of our friendliness towards 
you. 


NOTES TO YAQNA XXIX. 

1 Y. 1. The glosses explain “you ” to signify the Amesha-^pentas. 

This noteworthy chapter'appears to be founded on the legend alluded 
to in the note to Yagna i. G. • 

2 Y. 2. That is, Ahura/Mazda. 

3 Y. 3. That is, there is nothing in the world with which the plagues 
of Aiira-mainyus have not united themselves. 

4 Y. 4. Ahura-Mazda seems to be represented as making the words 
instead of speaking them, because prayers were regarded as weapons 
against the Daevas. 

6 Y. 5. The first part of this verse is utterly obscure. The meaning 
of the last line is perhaps, “may the bad not gain the upper hand so as 
to cause the good to disappear/’ 

6 Y. 9. It would seem from this verse that Goshurun (the Primeval 
Bull) was not at first satisfied with the promise of Zarathustra, because 
the Prophet was to bring only spiritual aid, whereas the bull required 
especially earthly assistance. 

7 V. 11. The sense is perhaps, “give me Paradise as a reward for 
my good deeds in this world.” 
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XXX. 

1. I announce this for those who desire after what Mazda 

created for the prudent: 

The praises for Ahura which are to be sounded by man, 
Those to be well thought with purity, the beautiful through 
their brightness, the friendly. 

2. Let him hear the best with the ears, let him see the clear 

with the soul, 

To determine the desirable, man by man, for himself, 

Ere the great deed 1 (occurs) must those teach us who know it. 

3. Both these Heavenly Beings, the Twins, 2 gave first of them¬ 

selves to understand 

Both, the good and the evil, in thoughts, words, and works, 
Rightly do the wise distinguish between them, not so the 
imprudent. 

4. When both these Heavenly Beings came together, in order 

to create at first 

Life and perishability, and as the world should be at last: 
The evil lor the bad, the Best Spirit for the pure, 3 

5. Of these two Heavenly Beings the bad chose the evil, acting 

(thereafter), 

The Holiest Spirit, which prepared the very firm heaven 
[chose] the pure, 

And those who make Ahura contented with manifest actions, 
believing in Mazda. 4 

6. Of those Two, the Daevas chose not the right, nor those 

deceived by them. 

When he had chosen, the most wicked spirit came with 
questions, 5 

The men who would defile the world joined themselves to 
Aeshma. 

7. (But) to the Other came Khshatkra, together with Vohu-mano 

and Asha, 

Strength gave Armaiti to the body, continual. 

May it so lare with Thine as (then) when Thou first earnest 
to Creating. 

8. Then when the punishment comes for those evil-doers, 

Then delivers himself up to Thee, 0 Mazda, Khshatkra 

together with Vohu-mano, 

Whom Ahura commands, who give to Asha the Drujas 6 into 
the hand * J 

9. May we belong to Thee, we who seek to further this world. 
May the wise lords bring help through Asha. 

* Or, “ into the power of Asha," since the Zend word zaqta ( = “ the hand ") may 
be taken either literally or metaphorically. CJ\ Ya^na xliii. 14. 

1G 
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hoso is obedient here, he will there 7 unite himself with 
wisdom. 

10. Then falls on the Drujas the destruction of annihilation, 
They gather themselves swiftly to the good dwelling of 

Vohu-mano, 

Of Mazda, of Asha, those who enlarge the glory of the good. 8 

11. Teach both the Perfections 9 which Mazda has given to men, 
Of themselves as many as there are who long time wound 

the wicked. 

They are profit to the pure, through them will hereafter 
come (to them) happiness. 

NOTES TO TO YAQNA XXN. 

1 V. 2. The tradition understands by “the great deed,” the resur¬ 
rection. 

2 Y. 3. This verse and the following contain a brief but important 
account of the creation of the world. In naming Ahura-Mazda and 
Anra-mainyus “ Twins,” this description agrees with that contained in 
the Armenian writers, Esnik, for example, where they are both con¬ 
sidered as “the Sons of Time.” The “wise” and the “imprudent” are 
specially distinguished from each other (as well as the “good” and the 
“bad”), because while Ahura-Mazda works with perfect foresight of 
the result, Anra-mainyus always works without forethought and only 
becomes aware of his mistakes when too late to rectify them. 

3 Y. 4. Perhaps “the best spirit” is here Ahura-Mazda. 

4 Y. 5. That is, the believers in Mazda also chose the pure. 

6 Y. 6. As soon as the evil spirit had chosen the bad, he became 
aware of his critical position, and was compelled to ask his own sub¬ 
jects for advice what to do next. All his followers ranged themselves 
under Aeshma as their leader. 

6 V. 8. The Drujas are considered by the Parsecs as evil spirits 
which take up their abode inside of men and rule them. They can be 
expelled, or at least rendered powerless, by prayer and good works. 

7 Y. 9. Here—there = “the present and future worlds.” 

8 Y. 10. According to the Gloss, this refers to the time of the new 
body, when the good assemble to receive their reward. 

9 Y. 11. “The two perfections,” are perhaps the “Avesta” and the 
“Zend,” i.e. the holy Scriptures and the oral Tradition. 

XXXI. 

1. Reciting to you these Perfections, which have not yet been 

heard, we teach the words 

Against those who destroy the world of purity with the teach¬ 
ing of the Drujas, 

Thus the best for those who give their heart to Mazda. 

2. It the good holds fast without doubt to that which cannot be 

perceived with the eyes, 

Then comes he to you all, since he desires Ahura-Mazda, 


YAQNA XXXI. 


87 


The Lord of these good things, from purity, through which 
we live. 

3. What Thou in heavenly way, through the fire, and Asha, 

givest as wisdom for the warriors : 1 
As perfection for the intelligent, that announce to us, 0 
Mazda, that we may know it, 

With the tongue of Thy mouth, that I may teach it to all 
living. 

4. When they call hither Asha and the great lords, 

Then I desire with purity, with wisdom, and the best mind, 
After mighty rule for me, through whose strength we smite 
the Drujas. 2 

5. Say that to me clearly, what good will be apportioned to me 

through purity, 3 

Let me know through Vohu-mano what is profitable for me, 
That, 0 Mazda-Aliura, what will not be, and what will be. 

6. With him may it fare best, who to me, as a sage, openly 

speaks 

The Manthra for fullness, purity, and immortality. 4 
To Mazda belongs the kingdom so far as it prospers to him 
through Vohu-mano. 

7. He came as the first fashioner, (when) brightness mingled 

itself with the lights; 

He (fashioned) the pure creation, He upholds the best soul 
with Ilis understanding; 

Thou causest both 5 to increase in heavenly way, 0 Mazda- 
Ahura, Thou who art also now the Lord. 

8. Thee have I thought, 0 Mazda, as the first to praise with the 

soul, 

As the Father of Vohu-mano, since I saw Thee with eyes, 
The active Creator of purity, the Lord of the world in deeds. 

9. To Thee belonged Armaiti, with Thee was the understanding 

which fashioned the Cow, 

When Thou, Mazda-Ahura, the Heavenly, createdst ways 
^ for Her, 

From the active proceeds also he who himself is not active. 

10. Of them hastThou chosen for it (the earth) the active working, 
As the pure lord over the good things of Vohu-mano. 

The inactive did not, 0 Mazda, impart the precept to the bad. 

11. V hen Thou, Mazda, first createdst the world for us, and the 

laws, 6 

And the understanding, through Thy spirit, when Thou 
clothedst the vital powers with bodies, 

And createdst deeds and teaching to satisfy the wish for the 
world to come. 

12. Thither turns his voice the liar as the truth speaker, 
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The wise as the unwise, in his 7 heart and his soul: 

He who holds fast to wisdom asks after the heavenly abodes. 

13. What questions (he) asks as manifest, 0 Mazda, what as furtive, 
Who commits great sins in order to cover little ones, 

All that seest Thou, 0 Lord, Pure, with thine eyes. 

14. Both these I ask Thee, 0 Lord, what there is and what will 

yet come: 

What debt 8 do they pay for judgment to the pure, 

What to the godless, when these (judgments) shall be con¬ 
cluded? 

15. Concerning this I ask Thee, what may f be the punishment 

(for him) who prepares the kingdom for the wicked? 

(For him) who through evil deeds does not increase life even 
a little, 

For the tormentors of the active, and those who do not tor¬ 
ment men and cattle. 

1C. I ask Thee of this: The wise, who the dominion of the 
dwelling, 

Or of the confederacy, or of the region, strove to increase 
with purity, 

Is he like Thee, 0 Mazda-Ahura, if he (resembles Thee) 
in deeds ? 

17. Which is greater, what the pure or what the impure believes? 
May the wise say it to the wise,—may there be no more 

hereafter one who knows it not. 

Teach us, Mazda-Ahura, the tokens of good-mindedness. 

18. May no one of you hear the Manthras of the evil and their 

teaching, 

For to the dwelling, to the clan, to the confederacy, or to 
the region, brings he down 

Wickedness which (conducts) to death. Drive them 9 aw r ay 
then with strokes. 

19. lie will be heard who has ascribed purity to both worlds; 

the Wise Ahura, 

Who rules with true-spoken w T ords, Who has power in His 
tongue, 10 

Through thee, the red fire, Mazda gives the decision of the 
battle. 

20. Whoso then brings about that the pure is defrauded, he has 

afterwards the dwelling 

Of darkness a long time, bad food, unbecoming speech. 11 
To this place, ye wicked, the law conducts you by reason of 
your own deeds. 

21. Mazda-Ahura created fullness and immortality, 

Unto the perfection of the pure, lie, the Head of His king¬ 
dom, 12 
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The fullness of Yohu-mano for him who through heavenly 
deeds is His friend. 

22. Manifestly are both of these to the wise, namely, to him 
who knows through his soul. 

He is the good king (who) promotes purity with word and 
deed. 

Such a one is to Thee, Mazda-Ahura, the most helpful 
assistant. 


NOTES TO YAQNA XXXI. 

1 Y. 3. Perhaps “ the warriors” are the spiritual adversaries of Anra- 
mainyus. 

2 V. 4. “ Through whose strength we smite/’ etc., refers probably to 
Zarathustra. 

3 Y. 5. That is, tell me plainly what reward I may expect if I per¬ 
form good works. 

4 Y. 6. By means of the Maiithra, fullness and overflowing, and all 
the good things of Ahura-Mazda which Anra-mainyus had caused to 
disappear, return again to the earth. 

5 Y. 7. By “both” is meant the heavenly as well as the earthly 
creation. 

6 Y. 11. It is doubtful whether this verse should be taken in connec¬ 
tion with verse 10 or verse 12. 

7 Y. 12. The tradition makes “his” refer to Zarathustra. 

8 Y. 14. Perhaps by “ debt” is implied that Paradise is due to pure 
men who have earned a right to it by their good deeds. 

9 Y. 18. The tradition understands by “them” the Ashemaoghas. 

10 Y. 19. That is, perhaps, he has only to speak and it is done. 

11 Y. 20. It is stated in the Hkh. that when the souls of the wicked 
arrive at the abode of darkness, the Daevas give them bad or poisonous 
food, and receive them with mocking speech. See also Yaqna xlviii. 
11, and Khorda-Avesta xxxviii. 

12 Y. 21. That is, Ahura-Mazda created sufficient fullness and im¬ 
mortality for all the pure who might deserve them. Perhaps the words 
“he the head of his kingdom,” refer to the pure man and not to Ahura- 
Mazda. 


XXXII. 

1. May the allied 1 desire Him, His deeds, with obedience. 
According to Ilis mind are we, ye Daevas, the rejoicers of 

Ahura, 

May we be thy messengers, the restraining, who torment 
you. 

2. To them answered Mazda-Ahura, ruling through Yohu-mano, 
From his kingdom, the very friendly with the shining Asha, 
The perfect Armaiti teach we to you to know. May she be 

ours. 
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3. le Daevas are all the descendants of Ako-mand, 

hoso brings to you many offerings belongs to the Drujas 
and to evil-mindedness. 

\e come to me (?) according to your deceit, ye who spread 
t abroad unbelief on the seven-fold earth. 

4. T\ hat ever is good that evil men pervert, 

They are called friends of the Daevas, revolted from Vohu- 
mano, 

Removing themselves from the understanding of Ahura- 
Mazda and of purity. 

5. Of both does he defraud men : of fullness and immortality, 
When to you, Daevas, Aka-mainyu, through evil mind, 
Teaches evil deeds and words,—dominion for the wicked. 

6. Much punishment does man obtain, if thus as lie has an¬ 

nounced, 

Ahura should reckon openly, He who is aware through the 
best spirit. 

In Thy kingdom, 0 Mazda, is the Precept of Asha known. 2 

7. Among these wretches no one knows anything, namely, that 

t which is manifest at the stroke, 

hat he teaches (as) deadly, what is known as the best steel, 

) Their going astray knowest Thou, Ahura, best.* 

8. To these bad spake Yima the son of Vivaiihao, 

TV ho has taught us men to eat flesh in morsels, 3 
From these will I be distinguished by Thee, 0 Mazda. 

9. The false prayers, they slay through their teaching the soul 

of life. 

They take away my good that is hotly desired by Vohu- 
mano. 

With these prayers of my soul entreat I you, Mazda and 
Asha. 

10. He slays my words, who there utters what is evil to sefe 
lor the Cow with the eyes, and for the Sun, whoso gives 

gifts to the wicked, 

Who changes the pastures into deserts, and who openly 
injures the pure. 

11. He slays me, who thinks the life of the bad as the greatest, 
(So that) cheerful possession is taken away from the masters 

of houses and the mistresses of houses, 

He who, 0 Mazda, wishes to wound the best pure soul. 

12. The men who by their teaching hinder from good deeds, 

To these has Mazda announced evil, to them who slay the 
Soul of the Cow with friendly speech. 4 
To whom morsels are dearer than purity, 5 the Karapas 
among those who wish dominion in evil way. 

* This stanza is utterly unintelligible. 
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13. Whoso wishes the rending* of the kingdom, he belongs to the 

abode of the most wicked spirit, 

As the destroyer of this world, and he who wishes, 0 Mazda, 
weeping, 

He who wishes to keep the messengers of Thy Mahthras far 
from beholding parity. 

14. He makes himself guilty of great dismemberment, he gives 

his understanding to the Kavayas. 

He who deceives the active, if they accept the wicked for 
protection. 

If he brings that which was spoken for slaying the Cow as 
protection to him who is far from death.* 

15. Away also will I drive you from us, ye Karapas and Kevit- 

ayas, 

Away to those whom one does not make as rulers over lile, 
They who bring away both 6 in the dwelling of Voku-mano. 

16. All that comes from the best, which teaches good to the soul, 
Ahura-Mazda rules over that which is manifest to me, and 

what is hidden, 

What is presented as punishment for the wicked.+ 

NOTES TO YAQNA KXXII. 

1 Y. 1. Of all the difficult chapters in the second part of the Yagna 
this is the most difficult, and much of it can only be translated at all 
by the help of tradition. The phrase, “ the allied,” refers perhaps to 
one who is, as it were, intimately in communion with Ahura-Mazda. 

2 Y. 6. Gloss, “ When thy rule shall be perfect then will each know 
justice.” Perhaps this has a reference to the time of the last things. 

3 Y. 8. We do not find any other mention of this myth. 

4 Y. 12. “Mazda has announced evil,” i.e. punishment to those who 
maintain that, by slaying the cow, good will be produced. 

5 Y. 12. “ To whom pieces,” etc. Gloss, “ they prefer riches to good 
works.” The Karafas seem to be the deaf who cannot hear the words 
of Ahura-Mazda. The remainder of the chapter is all but unintelligible. 

6 Y. 15. According to a gloss in Neriosengh, “both” = “ Haurvat 
and Ameretat,” that is, perhaps, fullness and riches, or immortality. 

XXXIII. 

1. As is right, so does He who created the first place, 

The Master, the most righteous deeds for the evil as for the 
good, 

What is false, that mixes itself with that which he possesses 
of good. 

2. Whoso harm on the wicked, be it with words, be it with the 

understanding, 

* This stanza also is quite unintelligible. 


f The rest is uninteUigible. 
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Be it with the hands inflicts, or gives good to the body, 

He gives according to the wish and will of Ahura-Mazda. 

3. Whoso is the best for the pure, be it through relationship* 

or deeds, 

Or through obedience, 0 Ahura, caring for the cattle with 
activity, 

He finds himself in the service of Asha and of Vohu-mano. 

4. I curse, 0 Mazda, disobedience against Thee and the evil¬ 

mindedness, 

The despising of relationship, the Drukhs nearest to the 
work,f 

The disdainer of obedience, the bad measure of the fodder of 
the cattle. 

5. I to thy Qraosha,^ as the greatest of all, call for help: 

Give us long life in the kingdom of Vohu-mano, 

Unto the pure paths of puritj^, in which Ahura-Mazda dwells. 

6. What Zaota (walks) in the pure (paths) of purity he desires 

after the heavenly Paradise, 

From him has he help through the Spirit, who thinks the 
works which are to be done, 

These are desired by Thee, Ahura-Mazda, for seeing and con¬ 
versation, 

7. Come to me ye best, of Himself may Mazda show to us, 
Together with Asha and Vohu-mano, who are to be praised 

before the greatest; 

May the manifest offerings be manifest to us the worshippers. 

8. Teach me to know both laws that I may walk with Vohu-mano. 
(Teach me to know) the offering of Thy equal Mazda, then 

your laudable sayings, 0 Asha, 

Which were made by you as help for Ameretat, as reward for 
Haurvat. 

9. May the dominion greatly increase to Thee, Mazda, (find) to 

this heavenly (Vohu-mano); 

May there come brightness, enduring, wisdom through the 
best spirit, 

Accomplishment of that whereby the souls cohere.§ 

10. All the enjoyments of life, which were and still are, 

And which will be, these distribute according to Thy will; 
May I increase through Vohu-mano, Khshathra and Asha in 

happiness for the body. 

11. Ahura-Mazda, Thou who art the Most Profitable, and Armaiti 


* The expression, “through relationship, or aetions, or through obedience,” is 
identical with that which oecurs in Ya$na xxxii. 1. 

f The Druhks, as opposed to “work,” signifies, perhaps, “inactivity,” and the 
“ bad measure of the fodder” seems to be spoken of as a consequence of inactivity. 

X Or, obedience. § This verse is full of difficulties. 
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And Asha who farthers the world, and Khshathra and Vohu- 
mano ; 

Ilear me and pardon me all whatever it may be. 

12. Purify* me, 0 Lord, through Armaiti, give me strength. 
Holiest, Heavenly Mazda, give me at my supplication in 

goodness, 

Through Asha strong power, through Vohu-mano fullness of 
good. 

13. To teach afar for (Thy) rejoicing give me certainty, 

That from the kingdom, 0 Ahura, which belongs to the 
blessings of Vohu-mano. 

Teach us, 0 Qpenta-armaiti, the law with purity. 

14. Zarathustra gives as a gift the soul from his body, 

(Give to him) the precedence of good mind, 0 Mazda, 
Purity in deed and in word, obedience and dominion. 


XXXIV. 

1. The immortality which I (have obtained), through deeds, 

words, and offerings, 1 

And purity, give I to Thee, 0 Mazda, and the dominion of 
plenty, 

Of these give we to Thee, Ahura, first. 

2. And so to Thee, by means of the soul, are also given all 

good things of Vohu-mano, 

As also through the actions of the pure man, whose soul is 
bound with purity, 

I come to Your adoration, 0 Mazda, with full prayers. 

3. So offer we Myazda to Thee with prayer, 0 Ahura, and to 

Asha, 

May all good things which are nourished by Vohu-mano, be 
in Thy kingdom, 

For he is wholly wise who ever brings profit to such as You. 

4. We desire hither Thy strong fire, 0 Ahura, together with 

Asha, 

The very swift, powerful, manifestly affording protection to 
him who rejoices it. 

5. What is Your kingdom, what Your desire for works ? 2 for to 

You, 0 Mazda, I belong. 

With purity and good-mindedness will I support Your poor, 
But all ye we renounce : Daevas and perverted men. 

6. If You really exist, Mazda, together with Asha and Vohu-mano, 
Then give me this token : 3 all the dwellings of this place, 
That offering I may join myself to you in friendship— 

praising draw nigh (to You). 

* Gloss: Make me pure from the tormentor Ahriman. 
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7. Where are Thy worshippers, Mazda, who are known to 

Vohu-mano ? 

The intelligent carries out the excellent precepts in joy and 
sorrow. 

None other but you know I, 0 Asha, so save us. 

8. Through those deeds they terrify us, in which destruction 

is laid for many, 

When there was mighty there as deceiver, the oppressor of 
Thy law, 0 Mazda. 

Those who think not purity, from these hastens Vohu-mano 
afar. 

9. Those who the holy wisdom, which is desired by them that 

know Thee, 

Destroy with evil deeds, from ignorance of Vohu-mano, 
From them purity flies far away, so long as they are thereby 
wicked and corrupt.* 

10. Let the wise announce the laying hold on Vohu-mano with 
the deed, 

(Let) him who knows (announce) the holy Wisdom, the 
skilful, the abode of purity, 

But all that, 4 0 Mazda, may they drive out from Thy king¬ 
dom. 

1L For both serve Thee for food : Haurvat and Ameretat, 

The realms of Vohu-mano, Asha, together with Armaitis 
increase, 

Let strength and power belong to them, Thou, 0 Mazda, 
art then without hurt. 

12. What is Thine ordination, what Thy wish, be it praise, be it 

offering ? 

Let it be announced, 0 Mazda, say who fulfils Your com¬ 
mand the purest. 

Teach us, Asha, the paths which belong there to Vohu-mano. 

13. The way of Vohu-mano of which Thou hast spoken to me, 
The law of the Profitable, in which he who does right from 

purity, finds it is well with him. 

Where the reward which Thou hast promised to the wise is 
given to Thine. 

14. This wish, 0 Mazda, grant to the soul endowed with body: 
Works of Vohu-mano, for those who labour with the walking 

cow, 5 

Your wisdom, 0 Ahura, efficacy of the soul which furthers 
purity. 

15. Mazda! announce to me the best words and deeds, 

These are to Thee, together with Vohu-mano and Asha, the 
debt of praise, 

* Altogether difficult and obscure. 
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Through Thy realm makest Thou, Ahura, increasing at will, 
the place manifest. 

NOTES TO YAQNA XXXIV. 

1 Gloss, “ I do such deeds, I speak such words, that my soul thereby 
becomes immortal.” The whole stanza is excessively difficult. 

2 V. 5. To the words, “what is your kingdom?” the Gloss adds, 
“ what thing shall I do that your kingdom may be increased thereby ?” 

3 V. 6. The Gloss adds, “that we may believe.” 

4 V. 10. The words, “all that,” refer to Ahra-mainyus and his com¬ 
panions. 

5 V. 14. According to the tradition, “the works of Vohu-mano for 
the warrior as well as for him who labours with the stepping cow, i.e. 
the husbandman.” The words “going (or ‘walking’) or ‘ driven ’ 
cow” (gdns azi)* are merely transcribed in the translations, not trans¬ 
lated. Neriosengh remarks, however, that the phrase means a three- 
year-old cow,” i,e. one that is fit for work. 

II. YAQNA HAPTANHAITI. 

XXXV. (1). 

1. (Bagpi). Aliura-Mazda, the Pure, Lord of purity, praise 
we. The Amesha-cpentas, the good rulers, the wise, praise we. 

2. The whole world of purity praise we, the heavenly as the 
earthly, 

3. With desire after the good purity, with desire after the 
good Mazdayacnian law.t 

4. ( Zadta ). Of the good thoughts, words, and works, which 
here and elsewhere 

5. Have been done, or will yet be done, 

G. The praisers and propagators are we, that we may belong 
to the good. 

7. That we believe, Ahura-Mazda, Pure, Fair, 

8. That will we think, say, and do: 

9. Which is best among the works of men for both worlds, J 

10. Through these best deeds now pray we that for the cattle, 

11. Pleasantness and fodder may be distributed, 

12. To the learned as to the unlearned, to the mighty as to the 
weak.— 

13. (May) the kingdom (belong) to the best Ruler, wherefore 
we it to Him 

* So in the German text, but in Westcrgaard and Brockhaus the reading is geus 
verezene. 

t Verses 1-3 do not belong properly to the text, but are a later interpolation; 
written, however, in the same dialect as the rest of the chapter. 

X The phrase, “ both worlds,” (or “ the two worlds ”), applies in Parsee writings 
only to this world and the next, and has no reference to a subdivision of the future 
state. 
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14. Commit, bestow, offer, 

15. To Ahura-Mazda, to Asha-Yahista.— 

16. What now both—man or woman—manifestly know, 

17. That may they, if it is anything good, speak out, act 
thereby, and also spread wider, 

18. For those who act even so as this is.* 

19. Your praise, Ahura-Mazda’s, 

20. And His best worship we meditate, and the best fodder for 
the cattle.f 

21. Yours we do, we spread abroad, what we desire from You, 

22. In the dominion of purity, in the wish for purity (is) 

23. For every living being the best in both worlds. 

24. These spoken words, Ahura-Mazda, utter we well, thinking 
purity. 

25. Thee we make their hearer and teacher. 

26. On account of Thy purity, good-mindedness, good dominion, 

27. Is Thy laud higher than all laud, Thine hymns higher than 
all hymns, Thy praise higher than all praise. 

XXXVI. (2). 

1. We approach ourselves first to Thee, Mazda-Ahura, through 
the service of the fire.J 

2. To Thee, Holiest Spirit, who the torment 

3. Requitest upon him who decrees it. § 

4. Happy is the man to whom thou comest mightily, fire, son 
of Ahura-Mazda. 

5. More friendly than the most friendly, more worthy of 
adoration than the most worthy of honour. 

6. Mayest thou come helpfully to us at the greatest business. || 

7. Fire, thou art acquainted with Ahura-Mazda, acquainted 
with the heavenly. ' 

8. Thou art the holiest of the same (the fire), that bears the 
name Vazista. 

9. 0 fire, son of Ahura-Mazda, we draw near to thee 

10. With good mind, with good purity, 

11. With deeds and words of good wisdom draw we near to 
thee. 

12. We praise Thee, we acknowledge ourselves as Thy debtors, 
Mazda-Ahura. 

13. With all good thoughts, with all good words, with all 
good works, we draw nigh unto Thee. 

* Gloss, “they shall also spread it abroad further.” 

f Gloss, “the protection of cattle is (next to the worship of the AmSsha-^pentas), 
the best work a man can perform in this world.” 

X Gloss, “ through the protecting and rejoicing the same.” 

§ Gloss, “ whoever inflicts an injury upon the tire, it returns upon him again.” 

|| According to the Gloss, the Insurrection is here meant. 
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14. This Thy body, the fairest of all bodies, we invite, Mazda- 
Ahura, 

15. The greatest among the great lights : 

16. That which they call the Sun. 

XXXVII. (3). 

1. Here praise I now Ahura-Mazda, who has created the 
cattle, who has created purity, the water and the good trees. 

2. Who created the splendour of light, the earth, and all 
good. 

3. To Him belongs the kingdom, the might, the power. 

4. We praise Him first among the adorable beings, 

5. Which dwell together with the cattle.* 

6. Him praise we with Alnirian name, Mazda, 

7. With our own bodies and life praise we Him. 

8. The Fravashis of the pure, men and women, we praise. 

9. The best purity (Asha-vahista) we praise. 

10. What is fairest, what pure, what immortal, 

11. What brilliant, all that is good: 

12. The good spirit we honour, the good kingdom we honour, 

13. And the good law, and the good rule, and the good wis¬ 
dom. 

XXXVIII. (4). 

1. This earth, together with the women, we praise, 

2. Which bears us, which are Thy women, Ahura-Mazda, 

3. Whose wishes arise from purity, these we praise. 

4. Fullness, readiness, questioning, wisdom.f 

5. The good holiness (which arises) through them, the good 
wish. 

C. The good fullness, the good blessing, the good Parendi, 
praise we. 

7. The waters praise we, the dropping, flowing (?), forward¬ 
running. 

8. The arising from Ahura, the well-working, having good 
fords. 

9. The well-flowing, well-washing, desirable for both worlds. 

10. Which names Ahura-Mazda has given to you, the good. 

11. lie the Giver of good, whatever lie may have given, with 
these we praise you, 

12. With these we invoke you, with these we pray to you, 
with these we confess ourselves as your debtors. 

* That is, the Genii who protect the cuttle, and who would naturally he held in 
great veneration by an agricultural people. 

f Perhaps these abstract nouus are the powers which are called in v. 2 “ the 
women of Ahura-Mazda.” 
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13. You, the waters Azi, Mataras, Agenayo, Dregudaya,* 

14. (You) the lords over all, will we invoke, the best, fairest, 
you, ye good, on account of offering. 

15. (Who) with long arms lead (the body of the world) with¬ 
out creating, without speaking : the Mataro jitayo (milk).+ 

XXXIX. (5). 

1. ITere praise we now the soul and body of the Bull, 

2. Then our souls, and the souls of the cattle, which desire to 
maintain us in life, 

3. For whom these, who are for those.:]: 

4. The souls of those going a-foot, and of the riders,§ praise 
we. 

5. Then we praise the souls of the pure, who have ever been 
born, men and women, 

6. W T hose good laws one honours, will honour, and has 
honoured. 

7. Then we invoke the good men and women, 

8. The Amesha- 9 pentas, the ever-living, ever-profiting, 

9. Who dwell together with Vohu-mano and the female (Genii) 
also. 

10. As Thou, Ahura-Mazda, hast thought, spoken, done, and 
created what (is) good, 

11. So we give to Thee, offer to Thee, praise Thee, 

12. Pray to Thee, acknowledge ourselves as Thy debtors, 
Ahura-Mazda. 

13. By means of the individuality of the good self, the good 
holiness, come we to Thee. 

14. (By means of the individuality) of the good rule over the 
cattle, of the good wisdom. || 

XL. (G). 

1. From place to place, Mazda-Ahura, will I bring forth 
wisdom and fullness, 

2. As gifts for Thee, Lord of the understanding, on account 
of that which is above. 

* The name Azi and its translations arc alike unintelligible. Mataras (= “the 
mother”) betokens the seed of men, Agenayo the blood, and Dregudayn the juice of 
fruit. 

f This difficult passage is merely translated according to the tradition. It is not 
possible to translate it more intelligibly. ’ 

J 'The iluz. Tr. has: “ Those who arc warriors, who arc husbandmen, has He 
created.” I can find no trace of this in the text, and consider that the words in v. 3 
refer to the men and animals named in v. 2. 

} The words for “going a-foot” and “ riders,” are o7ra| XeySfxeva, and rendered 
according to the tradition. 
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3. What reward Thou hast given to those of the same law as 
myself, Mazda-Ahura, 

4. That give also to us for this world, and that beyond. 

5. May we thus attain to that which is so, 

6. To union with Thy purity to all eternity.* 

7. Let the pure men, Mazda-Ahura, who desire after purity, 

8. Warriors as well as husbandmen, be long mighty, long 
rejoiced. 

9. For us to our joy. 

10. So may relationship, worship, and friendship be, 

11. That we may lift ourselves up and be Yours, Mazda-Ahura, 
as pure and truthful, with sacrifice and offering. 

XLI. (7). 

1. Hymns, reverential adoration, to Aliura-Mazda and Asha- 
Vahista, 

2. We give, we spread abroad, and we make known. 

3. May we attain Thy good kingdom, Mazda-Ahura, for ever. 

4. Thou art our Ruler, possessed of the good kingdom, for 
men as well as for women, 

5. The Wisest among beings in both worlds. 

6. The good increase we bestow on Thee, the worthy of adora¬ 
tion, the Friend of purity. 

7. Mayest Thou be to us life and body, 

8. Thou, the Wisest among the creatures in both worlds.— 

9. May we show ourselves worthy, may we live, Aliura- 
Mazda, 

10. In joy in Thee a long life, may we desire after Thee and 
be mighty. 

11. Rejoice us long and well, 0 Wisest among beings. 

12. As Thy praisers and psalmists, 0 Aliura-Mazda, 

13. We come, we desire, and we obey. 

14. What reward Thou hast given to my equal according to 
the law, 0 Aliura, 

15. That give to me also for earth as well as for heaven. 

10. May we thus come 

17. Under Thy rule, Pure, for all eternity.— f 

18. We praise, Amesha-gpentas, your portion of the Yagna 
Haptaiihaiti. J 

19. The abode of the water praise we, the fords § of the water 
praise we. 

20. The separating of the ways, the meeting of the ways, 
praise we. 

* Cf. Ya<jna vii. 61-64. f Cf. Ya^na vii. 59 ff. 

X Or, “We praise you, Amesha-<jpentas, who have composed the Yu<jna Haptanhaiti." 

§ Or, “ the bridges.” 
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21. The mountains which make the water to flow, the Varas # 
which give water, praise we. 

22. The youths on horsesf praise we, the protectors, the un¬ 
constrained, praise we. 

23. Mazda and Zarathustra we praise, the earth and the hea¬ 
vens we praise. 

24. The strong wind created by Ahura-Mazda we praise, the 
TaeraJ of the Hara-berezaiti praise we. 

25. The earth and all good things praise we. 

26. Yohu-mano and the souls of the pure praise we. 

27. The dwelling-place Panchacadvara§ praise we. 

28. We praise the pure ass which stands in the midst of the 
sea Youru-kasha. || 1 

29. We praise the sea Vouru-kasha. 

30. We praise the Haoma, the golden, great. 

31. Haoma, the giver of increase, the furtkerer of the world, 
praise we. 

32. Haoma who is far from death praise we. 

33. The flowing of the water praise we, the flight of birds 
praise we. 

34. The coming of the Athravas praise we, 

35. Who come hither from afar,If desiring purity for the regions. 

36. All Amesha-gpentas praise we. 

III. GATHA USTVAITI. 

XLII. 

(Praise to you, the pure Gathas.) 

1. Hail to him who suffices for happiness to each ! 

May Ahura create, ruling after his own wish ! 1 

May power aud strength (come to me) according lo Thy 
will : 

That I may be able to maintain purity, give me that, 0 
Armaiti : 

(Namely) kingdom, blessing, and the life of Yohu-mano. 2 

* The later mythology regarded Vara as a fountain forming au oasis. Cf. 
Bundchesh xxii. 

f This translation is doubtful. The tradition has “ the full kinds of corn,” which 
is possible, provided a slight correction is made in the text. The idea that afpin 
( = “possessing horses”) has anything to do with the Alvinas of the Indians is quite 
groundless. 

f Taera is the mountain opposite Alborj, on which the sun finishes his course. 

$ That is, “having fifty fountains,” a mythical land mentioned in the Bundehesh.' 

|j This verse proves that the second part of this chapter (from verse 18) is a later 
addition. The “ Three-legged Ass” is well known in the latter Parsce mythology, 
but no mention of that curious animal is to be found in the earlier writings. A 

II This passage is important ns showing the wandering habits of the Athravas. 
Cf, Yaqna ix. 76, aud Ycndidad xiii. 60. 
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2. To the man full of brightness may the brightness 
Which is the best of all, be given ! 

Manifest Thyself, 0 Holiest, Heavenly Mazda, 

Thou who createdst, 0 Pure, the good things of Vohu-mano, 3 
Day by day from love for long life, 4 

3. May every man attain the best, 

Who teaches us to know the right paths for profit, 

For this corporeal world as well as for the spiritual. 

The manifest towards the worlds in which Ahura dwells, 
(And) the offerer, who is like Thee, wise, holy, 0 Mazda! 

4. Thee thought I as the Strong as well as the Holy, 0 Mazda, 
As Thou with thine own hand protectest 

The blessing, which Thou hast created for the good as well as 
for the wicked: 

The warmth of Thy fire, endued with pure strength. 

When there came to me a robber of Vohu-mano. 5 

5. For the Holy one held I Thee, Mazda-Ahura, 

When I first saw Thee at the origin of the world, 

As Thou eflectest that deeds and prayers find their reward. 
Evil for the evil, good blessings for the good, 

At the last dissolution of the Creation through Thy virtue. 

6. At this dissolution there will come to Thy kingdom, 

0 Holy, Heavenly Mazda, through good-mindedness, 

He through whose deeds the world increases in purity. 
Armaiti teaches them, the leaders 

Of Thy spirit, whom no one deceives.* 

7. For the Holy One held I Thee, Mazda-Ahura, 

As it came to me through Vohu-mano, 

And asked me, “ Who art thou, to whom dost thou belong?” 
How shall I at the question teach to know the signs of the day, 
In reference to Thy worlds and the bodies ? 6 

8. Then spake Zarathustra to Him first: 

Since manifest torments are desirable for the wicked, 

So may I suffice for strong joy to the pure, 

Since I will bring knowledge in the power of the Ruler, 

So will I, as long as I exist, laud and praise Thee, Mazda. 

9. For the Holy One held 1 Thee, Mazda-Ahura, 

When it came to me through Vohu-mano, 

Asking me, “ What wilt thou know ? ” 

For Thy fire the offerings of holy praise, 

As much as I can and think, t 

10. Give Thou to me perfect purity, since I desire it for myself, 

* ITere the singular changes abruptly to the plural, which however is easily 
understood, since the singular is used collectively. The construction is, Armaiti . . . 
the leader, etc. 

f This verse is very obscure. The Huz. Tr. leaves out the third line. 
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Thou who art bound with wisdom. 

Ask us the questions which thou hast for us, 

For thy questions are those of the mighty, 7 
Since to thee the Ruler gives strength at will. 

11. As the Holy One thought I Thee, Mazda, 

When it came to me through Vohu-mano, 

When it was first taught me through Your prayer, 

That the spreading abroad of the law through me among men 
was something difficult. 

That will I do which was said to me as the best. 

12. Since Thou hast commanded me : “ Come especially to the 

pure/' 

So command me not that which will not be heard, 

So that I lift myself up before for me has arrived 
Obedience united with great blessing, 

Which will turn Your pure gifts to profit for the warriors. 8 

13. As the Holy One thought I Thee, Mazda, 

When it came to me through Vohu-mano, 

(That) I should teach the right guidance of the will. Give 
me the (reward) 

Of a long life, as no one obtains from you, 

Among the desirable of creation, who are named in Thy 
kingdom. 9 

14. The wished for, what a wise man gives to his friend, 

(Is) for me, 0 Mazda, Thy perfect rejoicing. 

What thou, 0 Khshathra, hast commanded from purity 
(With that) will I encourage the heads of the doctrine 
Together with all those who recite thy Manthras. 

15. As the Holy One thought I Thee, Ahura, 

When it came to me through Vohu-mano, and 

Gave tokens for the understanding: Swift thought is the best, 
A perfect man shall not seek to make a bad one contented, 
Then become all the bad to Thee as holy.* 

16. I, Zarathustra, 0 Ahura, rejoice myself with the heavenly, 

I am of all the holiest. 

May the corporeal be holy, the vital powers mighty, 

May the Sun be beholding in the kingdom of Armaiti, 

May they give blessings for works through Vohu-mano. 

NOTES TO YAQNA XLII. 

1 V. 1. The meaning is, perhaps, may Ahura-Mazda create what He 
will without being restricted therein by Anra-mainyus and the evil 
spirits. 

2 V. 1. Ferhaps earthly life. 

3 V. 2. Ferhaps earthly goods. 

* Doubtful and obscure. 
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4 Y. 2. That is, from love for the long life of the pure man, since 
Ahura must desire the pure man to remain long in life. 

5 Y. 4. This verse seems to contain au allusion to a legend respecting 
Zarathustra with which we are not acquainted. 

6 Y. 7. This latter question must be ascribed to Zarathustra, not to 
Ahura-Mazda. 

7 Y. 10. Gloss, “thou becomest mighty when thou utterest the law. 5 ’ 
It is difficult to say what is the meaning of this strophe, since we do 
not know to whom it is addressed. 

8 V. 12. According to the tradition, the meaning of this vague strophe 
is as follows:—“If Thou, 0 Mazda, desirest that I should announce 
purity in the world, send me there also a hearing, and send me not at 
a time when YistaQpa has not yet appeared, so that men cannot yet 
receive the law.” 

9 Y. 13. The tradition makes this to signify, that Zarathustra desires 
the reward of eternal life, so that no other being in the whole creation 
may compare with him. I cannot find this meaning in the words of 
the text. 

XLIII. 

1. That ask I Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura> 

Unto the praise of Your praise mayest Thou, 

0 Mazda, teach me, the friend. 

Through purity may friendly helpers be our portion 
Until he shall come to us through Vohu-mano. 

2. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura, 

IIow is the beginning of the best place (Paradise), 

How is it to profit (him) who desires after both?* 

For Thou art through purity—the Holy over the wicked— 
The Ruler over all, the Heavenly, the Friend for both worlds, 
Mazda! 

3. That ask I Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura! 

Who was the father of the pure creatures at the beginning? 
Who has created the way of the Sun, of the Stars ? 

Who (other than) Thou (causest) that the Moon waxes and 
wanes ? 

That, Mazda, and other [things] I desire to know. 

4. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura! 

Who upholds the earth, and the unsupported ? + 

So that they fall not,—who the waters and trees? 

A\ ho has united swiftness with the winds and the clouds? 
Who, 0 Mazda, is the creator of Vohu-mano (mankind)? 

5. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura! 

Who, working good, has made light as well as darkness? 
Who, working good, sleep and waking? 

Who the morning dawns, the noons, the nights? 

* “ Both” = “ The Avcsta and Zend.” 

t The “ unsupported” means probably the heavenly bodies. 
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Who (him) who considers the measures of the law ?* * * § 

6. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura! 

These sayings—are they also clear ? + 

Does Armaiti increase purity through deeds ? 

Does the kingdom belong to Thine on account of their good¬ 
mindedness ? 

For whom hast Thou made the going cow, as a gracious 
gift? 

7. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura ! 

Who has created the desired wisdom, together with the 
kingdom ? 

Who created through His purity the love of father to son ? 
For these things turn I myself most to Thee, 

Heavenly, Holy, Creator of all things. 

8. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura ! 

Thy five-fold J precept, 0 Mazda, 

The prayers, according to which Thou art asked through 
Yohu-mano (mankind), 

The purity which is to be known perfectly in the world— 
How can my soul rejoice itself with these good things, (and) 
obtain them ? 

9. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura! 

How shall I maintain pure for myself the pure law, 

Which the Lord of the wise realm teaches? 

Truthful kingdoms (possessest Thou): swiftness, 0 Mazda, 
Thou who rejoicest the dwelling with Asha and Vohu-mano. 

10. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura! 

About the law which is the best for beings, 

Which furthers me continually the worlds in purity, 

Makes right with'the words and deeds of perfect wisdom— 
For my wisdom I desire Thy gifts of fortune, 0 Ma^da! 

11. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Mazda! 

How does a share in wisdom come to those 

To whom, 0 Mazda, Thy law is announced ?§ 

1 desire to know Thee first of them, 

All the others will 1 watch from hate of the (evil) spirit. 

12. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura! 

Who is pure among those for whom 1 ask, who wicked? 

To whom (cleaves) the evil, is he himself the evil? 

Who to me as a wicked one opposed Thy profit as a foe, 
Wherefore is he not the evil whom one takes as such ? 


* Gloss in Xcrioscngli: “"Who has created the time in which (^aoshyamj will 
appear.” 

f Gloss : “ Jlow is that clear which Thon sayest ? ” 

+ The meaning of this allusion is not known. 

§ Gloss : “ To my disciples.” 
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13. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura ! 

How shall we drive away the Drujas from here? 

Away to those who are the champions of disobedience ;* * * § 

Who do not unite themselves to the pure when they mark him, 
Do not desire after that for which the pure spirit asks. 

14. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura! 

How shall I through purity get the Drujas into my power ?t 
In order to slay them with the Maiithras of Thy precept, 
Bring forth a mighty overthrow among the wicked, 

(Bring it) to the deceivers and godless that they may not 
come again. 

15. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura! 

Whether Thou rulest openly in that time with purity 
When both the imperishable hosts come together ? J 
According to those laws^ which Thou, 0 Mazda, teachest. 
Where, and to which of both, givest Thou the victory ? 

16. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura ! 

Who is the victoriously smiting, through (Thy) powerful word, 
(those) who are ? || 

Make manifest to me a "wise lord for the creatures in both 
worlds. 

May obedience come, through the good spirit, 

To that one whomsoever Thou wilt, 0 Mazda! 

17. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura! 

When shall I attain to the dispensation which proceeds from 
you 

For your completion, which is the wish of my words? If 
That Ilaurvat and Ameretat may be Rulers, 

According to this Maiithra which is the gate which proceeds 
from purity. 

18. That will 1 ask Thee, tell hue the right, 0 Ahura ! 

How shall I, through purity, make myself worthy of reward ? 
Ten male horses and one camel, 

Which Haurvat and Ameretat have promised me, 

That I may offer both to Thee. 

19. That will I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura! 

He who withholds this reward from the worthy, 

If one gives nothing to him, the truth-speaking, 

* Perhaps these arc the Daevas, 

t Lit., “into the hand.” Cf. Ya<;na xxx. 8. 

X The tradition refers this to the time of the Resurrection, when the hosts of Ahura- 
Mazda and those of Anra-mainyus will encounter each other, and the former prove 
victorious. 

§ That is, according to the tradition, Avesta and Zend. 

|| “ Those who arc,” according to the Glosses, are the evil-doers. 

II According to the Gloss, “when will your law be perfected p n or, perhaps, “ when 
will the time come when your perfect law shall rule?" 
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What is the punishment there-for at first ? 

I know (already) that which will follow at last. 

20. Have the Daevas ever been good rulers? 

Of that I ask : who will war against these 
Through whom the Karapas and Ucikhschas* give the Cow 
to Aeshma, 

(Through whom) the Kavas so greatly increased themselves. 
Fodder is not to be given to them through Asha as a reward. 

XLIY. 

1. Now will I say to you, now give ear unto me, now hear, 

Ye who are near, ye who are afar, that which is desired: 

It is now manifest, the Wisef have created all. 

Evil doctrine shall not for the second time destroy the world, 
Evil choice has the bad lighted on with the tongue, i 

2. Now will I announce: the two Heavenly Ones at the be¬ 

ginning of the world,— 

Of these Two thus spake the Holy to the Evil: 

“ Not do our souls, not our doctrines, not our understanding, 
Not our wishes, not our sayings, not our works, 

Not the laws, not the souls unite themselves.” § 

3. Now will I say to you what as the first in the world 
The Wise Ahura-Mazda has said to me : 

“ He among you who will not act according to this Mahthra, 
Namely, according to the spirit as well as the word, 

To him will the end of the world turn to downfall.” 

4. Now will I announce to you who is the best in this world, 
(Proceeding) from holiness, Mazda knows (him) Who created 

him : 

The father of the good effective spirit 
His daughter is Armaiti, the well-doing, 

Not to be deceived is Ahura, the All-knowing. || 

5. Now will I say to you what the Holiest has said to me: 

A prayer which they shall recite, the best for men, 

He who therefore renders me obedience, and teaches it farther, 
To him come Haurvat and Ameretat, 

Through the deeds of the Good Spirit, Mazda-Ahura. 

6. Now will I say to you, the greatest thing of all: 

Praise with purity (of him), the wise there, (of those) who are. 
May Holiest, Heavenly Ahura-Mazda, hear it, 

He to Whom praise is asked by good mind, 

May He through His understanding teach me the best. 

* Apparently another kind of evil spirits. f That is, the AmSsha-^pentas. 

1 Cf. Ya^na xxx. 5. § Of. Ya<;na xix. 40 ff. 

|| According to the Gloss, “ marriage between relations ’* is “ the best ” of the things 
mentioned in these stanzas. Iu that case verse 3 must be taken with verse 1. 
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7. lie for whose profit desire all the offerers, 

Who were ever living or are so still. 

Immortality is the wish of the soul of the pure, 

(And) strength, which is a weapon against the wicked, 

(And) the kingdom, (whose) Creator is Ahura-Mazda. 

8. Him will we serve with praiseworthy prayers, 

For now is it evident to the eyes, 

He who in works and words of the good Spirit 
Knows purity, he (knows) Ahura-Mazda. 

His praise also will we lay down in Garo-nemana. 

9. Him will we content with good-mindedness, 

Who made the rejoicing and the unjoyful serviceable to us. 
May Mazda-Ahura make kingdoms serviceable to us, 

Our cattle, our men, so that they may increase 
Through the purity of Vohu-mano, unto the good birth.* 

10. To Him desire I to draw near with the offering of Armaiti, 
Who is called with name as the Wise Lord. 

He who announces Him with purity and good-mindedness, 
To him will Haurvat and Ameretat in the kingdom 
Continually give power and strength. 

11. May there come to the Daevas, then to men, 

Scorn, if they scorn Him, 

The contrary if they highly esteem Him: 

To the serviceable wise is through the Holy Spirit, 

Friend, Brother, Father, Ahura-Mazda. 

XLV. 

1. What land shall I praise, whither shall I go praying, 

After that I have imparted individuality and obedience, t 
Those do not make me contented who act after their own 

pleasure, 

Nor again the evil oppressors of the region. 

How shall I satisfy Thee, Mazda-Ahura ? 

2. I know that I, 0 Mazda, am without concupiscence, 

I have little wealth, few men, J 

I complain to Thee, mayest Thou see it, 0 Ahura, 

Affording joy, which a friend gives to the friend: 
Instruction, (and) the pure goods of Vohu-mano, 0 Pure ! 

3. When, 0 Mazda, come the Increasers of the day’s, § 

Who step forwards to the maintenance of the pure world, 

* That is, perhaps: May Ahura-Mazda bless men and their cattle, so that not 
only may it be well with them, but may they also have good posterity, 
f Cf.' Ya^na xxxii. 1. • 

X According to the translations, an allusion to the small number of soldiers under 
Zarathustra’s command. Perhaps it refers rather to the fewness of his disciples. 

§ The translations explain “the Increasers of the days’* to signify the Holy Ones 
(fifteen, according to the Bundehesh), who are to assist at the Resurrection. 
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With performed precepts, the souls of the Profitable, 

To whom comes profit through Vohu-mano ? 

For me I desire Thy instruction (thereupon), 0 Ahura! 

4. They who do purity, these the wicked hinders, 

The cows from going forwards through the districts and 
regions, 

He, the tyrant, worthy of death by his deeds, 

He who by resistance to him takes away the rule or the life, 
0 Mazda! 

He obtains for the cows, the granaries of wisdom.* 

5. Whoso as Ruler gives not to him who brings hurt— 

Skilled from the law, or from the covenant, 

Whoso as a right liver, [and] pure (does not give) to the 
wicked, 

He is intelligent, he shall speak forth for himself, 

He is raised, Mazda-Ahura, above oppression. 

G. What man does not willingly approach him, 

He goes openly over to the creation of the Drujas, 

For he is a wicked one who is the best for the wicked. 

The pure, to whom the pure is friendly, 

So long as the first law endures, 0 Ahura! 

7. Whom has Mazda appointed as protector for my fellows, 

If the wicked chooses me for vengeance ? 

What other than thee, the fire and the spirit, 

Through both of whose deeds purity is increased, 

This help for the law tell me. 

8. He who commits these earthly goods to the foe, 

My punishment will not strike him for these shameful deeds,f 
Through tormenting there comes to him that 
To [his] body which drives him away from the good life, 
(But) not ever fr6m the wicked, through hatred against 
Mazda.]: 

9. Who is the offerer, who first teaches me 
How I may exalt Thee according to wish, 

In (my) doing (Thee) the Holy, Pure Ahura ? 

What thou (possessest) pure, what the Maker of the Cow 
said pure, 

That desire I from Thee, through Vohu-mano. 

10. What man or what woman, 0 Mazda-Ahura, 

Gives me in this world the best that thou knowest: 

Blessing for purity, the kingdom through Vohu-mano, 

And (for those) whom I exhort to Your praise, 

* Gloss: “ lie best knows how to protect the cows.” . 
f Extremely obscure. 

j The meaning is : It is not Ahura-Mazda who punishes the wicked, but his (the 
wicked man’s) own hatred towards a good life which drives him to a bad life, auu so 
occasions his punishment. 
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With all these go I forwards to the bridge Chinvat. 

11. To empire have the Karapas and Kavis* united themselves 
In order through wicked deeds to destroy the world for 

men, 

Whose own souls, wdiose own state, becomes hard.f 
If they come thither where the bridge Chinvat is, 

So will they for ever place themselves in the abode of the 
Drujas. 

12. When purity in the families and races 

Of the relations arises at the speech of the kinsmen,J 
Which increases the world through the activity of Armaiti, 
Then dwells with them together through Vohu-mano, 

To them for jo} 7 commands Ahura-Mazda. 

13. What man, the holy Zarathustra, through gifts 
Among men makes contented, he is worthy to be praised, 

To him gives Ahura-Mazda a place,§ 

He increases to him the earthly goods, through Vohu-mano, 
Him hold 1 for you, on account of his purity, as a good friend. 

14. Zarathustra! what pure one is thy friend 

With sublime greatness, or who is it who desires to praise ? 
It is that Kava-Vistacpa, the warlike; 

But whom he, Mazda-Ahura, leads amongst his kinsmen, 
Them praise I with the prayers of good-mindedness. 

15. I praise you, the Holy belonging to Haechat-acpa 
You who divide between good creation and wicked, 

Through these your deeds holiness is given to you 
As the first creatures of Ahura, 

16. Frashaostra ! take thou there the reward, 

0 Hvo-gva, || with which we also are content, for happiness 
There, where Armaitis i3 enthroned with Asha 
There, where are the wished*for realms of Vohu-mano, 
There, where Mazda-Ahura dwells in the self-chosen place. 

17. There, where also only the measured^! will be spoken 
Not the unmeasured, through the wise Jamacpa Hvo-gva, 
Continually he comes to you with prayers, the offerings of 

obedience, 

He who divides between good and bad creation, 

Ye Wise Thinkers, Asha and Ahura-Mazda. 

* The translations make the Karapas and Kavis to signify “the deaf” and “the 
blind; ” that is, metaphorically, those who will not hear or regard the law of Ahura- 
Mazda. 

f Precisely as we speak of hardness of heart. Cf. Vendidad v. 13. 

X That is, perhaps, if, through the conversation of believers, the faith is spread 
abroad amongst the tribe. 

Gloss, “ in heaven.” 

|| Hvo-gva is taken by the translators as a family name of FrashaSstra. 

TT The words, “the measured" and “the unmeasured,” seem to refer to hymns 
composed in honour of Ahura-Mazda. 
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18. Whoso for my sake here continually does the best 

To him grant I of my goods through Vohu-mano (reward), 
Oppressing him who oppresses us. 

Mazda and Asha, in your desire I find contentment, 

That is the decision of my understanding and soul. 

19. He who to me from holiness thus works openly 

That which according to his will is the first to Zarathustra, 
To him they grant as reward the world beyond, 

Together with all good things known to me.* 

That hast Thou said to me, Mazda, Thou who knowest it best. 

IV. GATIIA QPENTA-MAINYU. 

XLVI. 

(Praise be to you, pure Gathas.) 

1. Through the holiest Spirit and through the best-mindedness, 
Which springs from purity with words and works, 

To us has given fullness and immortality, 

Good things and understanding, Mazda-Ahura. 

2. Of this holiest Spirit best does he, 

The best through the loud prayers by means of the mouth of 
Vohu-mano, 

With the hands of Armaiti performs he pure deeds, 

Through His own wisdom is Mazda the Father of purity. 

3. Thou who art also the Holy in Heaven, 

Thou who hast created the cow as a helpful gift, 

Thou who givest her fodder and delight according to Thy 
wisdom, 

When thou, Mazda, hast consulted with Vohu-mano. 

4. Hurt arises from this Spirit, the wicked, 

Not so from the Pure Holy Mazda. 

Even in a small thing man desires for the pure,f 
In a great one, if he is able, the bad for the evil. 

5. That, ppenla-Mainyu, Mazda-Ahura, 

Mayest Thou give to the pure, what is best. 

Without Thy will the wicked takes a share 

In hisj works; he who springs from the dwelling of Ako-mano. 
G. That hast Thou created, Qpenta-Mainyfi, Mazda-Ahura, 
Through the fire gives He decision for the combatants,§ 
Through the greatness of Armaiti and Asha, 

For this teaches perfectly him who wishes it. 

* Quite unintelligible. 

t Gloss, “ Even in small things he performs good works.” 

X That is, the pure man’s. 

$ Perhaps by “ the combatants,” the good and the bad are meaut. 
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XLYII. 

1. When the coming Asha shall smite the Drukhs, 

When there comes what was announced as delusive : 
Immortality for men and Daevas, 

Then shall Thy profitable laud increase, 0 Ahura ! # 

2. Tell me, for Thou knowest it, 0 Ahura ! 

. Before that (the man) reaches to the double + bridge, 

How shall the pure, 0 Mazda, smite the wicked ? 

I 1 or that is acknowledged in the world as a good accomplish¬ 
ment. 

3. To know as the best of teachings are 

(Those) which the wise Ahura teaches with purity. 

Ihou, the Holy, knowest (also) the hidden teachings, 

(And) he who resembles Thee, Mazda, through the under¬ 
standing of Vohu-mano. 

4. W r koso makes the mind better, and performs good works, 

He (acts) according to the law with word and deed, 

Wealth unites itself with him according to [his] desire and 

will, 

According to Thy mind is at last everyone. 

5. May good kings rule, may bad kings not rule over us, 

With deeds of good wisdom, 0 Armaiti. 

Purity is to man the best thing after birth, 

For the eattle is it laboured, (let) the diligent (bestow) us 
this for food. J 

fi. This § has to us brightness, this has to us strength 

(And) might, given, according to the desire of Vohu-mano, 
So too has it made trees grow with purity for Mazda 
At the birth of the first world. 

7. Drive away wrath, drive away hatred, 

(le) who are created for the bringing-up of Vohu-mano, 

For that pure, pleasant thing that the holy man should know, 
So becomes this creation Thy creation, 0 Mazda. || 

8. How is the desire for Thy good kingdom, 0 Mazda, 

Which (is it) according to Thy Holiness, for me, 0 Ahura, 

>> hat shall I desire of thee, 0 Asha, as manifest reward, 
Living with the deeds of the good Spirit ? 

9. How shall I know whether Ye rule over something, 

Mazda and Asha, whereof a doubt comes to me ? if 

* The Gloss refers this to the Resurrection. 

t The bridge (Chinvat) may be regarded as « doable,” because it conducts to both 
heaven and hell. 

I The HUZ.T, is: He who labours for the eattle (Gloss: the husbandman) shall 
procure iis food through his labour. § “ This ” refers to the cattle. 

|| I his verse is extremely difficult and obscure. 

W According 1 to the tradition: “When shall I know when the time arrives when 
\ ou rule. ’ (An allusion, apparently, to the Resurrection.) 
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The weightiest life is the destruction of Vohu-mano, * 

Let the profitable know how he may attain to purity. 

10. When, 0 Mazda, do the men of understanding* come, 

When will they drive away the dregs of the world, (?) f 
Which protect the disobedient in badness, 

And with understanding* the wicked rulers of the regions ? 

11. When will Mazda, Asha, together with Armaiti, 

Come, (and) Khshathra, the good dwelling with fodder ?J 
Who will command peace to the rude wicked ? 

To whom arrives the wisdom of Vohu-mano ? 

12. They are the Profitable of the regions, 

Who take to themselves contentment through Vohu-mano, 
With the works of Thy teaching, 0 pure Mazda, 

These are created as adversaries against the will.§ 

XLVIII. 

1. Protect me so long as the perishable world endures as the 

greatest, 

I who teach holiness to the wickedly brought up, 0 Mazda, 
From goodness come hither to those displeasing to me, 

May I work their destruction through Vohu-mano. 

2. To this perishableness fetters me 

The bad according to the law, || the deceitful, who is wounded 
by the Holy, 

He does not hold upright perfect wisdom for this world, 

He does not ask, 0 Mazda, with good mind, 

3. To this belief, 0 Mazda, is added 

Purity as profit for those true to the law, as wounding for 
the Drukhs, 

Therefore will I resign myself to the protection of Vohu-mano. 
To all Daevas I make known friendship. [?] 

4. They who with evil mind increase Aesluna, the wrathful, ^ 
With their tongues,—inactive among the active, 

They desire not after good deeds, but after evil, 

They give themselves to the wicked Daevas through their law. 

5. May he, 0 Mazda, possess sweetness and fatuess 
Who possesses the law through good-mindedness. 

Every one is wise through the purity of Armaiti, 

* If the translation is correct, these words must signify that the true life will only 
commence at the time of the ltesurrection, when this present world is annihilated, 
f Very doubtful. 

J The “good dwelling” seems here personified as a genius. 

§ The last word is unintelligible. 

II The tradition explains “ the bad according to the law,” to signify the unjust 
judge. The Gloss adds that such will be wounded (i.e. punished) when righteous 
judgment is passed. 

II Or, Aeshma and Kama, the second word being taken as a noun, signifying the 
demon of envy. 
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All that [is] in Thy kingdom, Ahura!* * * § 

6. I pray from You, Mazda and Asha, let it be said: 

What through the spirit which comes from Your understanding 
Shall be rightly determined, that we may announce it, 

The law, (namely), Yours, 0 Ahura! 

7. May Mazda hear this, together with Vohu-mano, 

Hear it Asha, hear it Thou Ahura ! 

Who is the obedient, who the kinsman,+ among the created, 
Who may place the good blessing in effectiveness ? 

8. To Frashaestra hast thou given the friendship of Asha, 

I desire from Thee him as a master, 0 Mazda-Ahura, 

And for me (that) whereby one (comes) in goodness to Thy 
kingdom. 

May we evermore be beloved (by Thee). 

9. May the active, created for profit, hear the precepts. 

Mayest Thou not give the true words as dominion to the 

wicked, 

For with the law is bound the best reward 
(What) with purity the warlike Jamacpa bound. 

10. That, 0 Mazda, will I protect in Thy Creation, 

The good mind and the souls of the pure, 

Praise (shall be) to the good things of wisdom, 

(But) let the wicked riches be extinguished through their 
badness.]: 

11. Thither come to the wicked rulers, the evil-doing, evil-speaking, 
Possessing wicked laws, the evil-minded bad, 

The souls to meet [them] with evil food, 

They remain manifest members in the dwelling of the Drujas. § 

12. What reward grantest thou, Asha, to the praying 
Zarathustra, what (grantest thou) through Vohu-mano? 

(To me) I who worship You with praises, Mazda-Ahura, 
Desiring that which is wished for by you as the best. 

XLIX. 

1. How and whose protection shall my soul desire, 

Who is for the cattle, what man is acknowledged as my pro¬ 
tector? 

Besides Asha and Thee, Mazda-Ahura, 

The Desired, the Invoked, by the best spirit. 

2. How shall he, Mazda, desire the helpful cow 
Who wishes her active || for this world 

* According to the tradition: “Through perfect wisdom every one possesses the 
knowledge of purity; all these make thy kingdom, 0 Ahura !“ 

t This obscure expression occurs in Ya<;na xxxii. 1, and Ya^na xxxiii. 3. 

J This line is translated conjecturally. 

§ Cf. Yacjna xxxi. 20. 

|| Or, that she may he provided with fodder. 
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To live well during many years ? 

Give me in the world manifest dwellings as a gift.* 

3. There is to the man, Mazda, purity as a portion, 

Which Khshathra, together with Vohu-mano, imparted to him, 
Who through the power of holiness seeks to increase 
This nearest world, in which the wicked takes a share. 

4. So will I praise You with laud, Mazda-Ahura, 

Together with Asha and Vohu-mano 

And Khshathra that he may stand on the way of the desiring,t 
(And) I give open offerings in Garo-nemana. 

5. Perfectly may You, Mazda-Ahura, Asha, 

Your announcers kindly 

Instruct with open protection, 

With mighty, which brings us to brightness. 

6. Whoso, 0 Mazda, spreads abroad the words of the Manthra : 
The friend Zarathustra with pure prayer. 

Let him make his tongue to the way of understanding, 

May he teach me the secrets through Vohu-mano. 

7. I unite myself to You, the friendliest companion, 

To reach to the bridges of Your praise, J 

To (you) the strong: Mazda, Asha, together with Vohu-mano, 
That you may be guides (?) for my protection. 

8. With hymns which are spoken on account of fullness § 

Come I to You, Mazda, with uplifted hands, 

To You, with the pure prayer of the offering, || 

To You, with the virtues of Vohu-mano. 

9. With these Yacnas I offer You praise: 

Mazda, Asha, with the deeds of Vohu-mano —% 

When I by reason of my purity rule according to wish, 

Then will I willingly lay hold on the wise. 

10. I do that which others have done before, 

What appears worthy in the eyes through Vohu-mano, 

By the light, by the Sun, the day of the morning .... 

To Your praise, Asha, Mazda-Ahura! +f 

11. Thy praise will I announce, 0 Mazda, with the mouth 
So long as I, 0 Asha, can and am able, 

Let the Creator of the world bestow through Vohu-mano, 
What is best for the wish of those working openly. 

* Lines three and four of this verse are translated conjecturally. 
f Gloss : “ Who desires good works.” 

X The Huz. Tr.: ‘‘To the bridges, on account of Your praise.” Gloss : " I wish 
to arrive there, where it will be possible for me to praise You.” 

§ That is, perhaps, on account of the fullness of good things which I have obtained. 
|| That is, probably, with prayers accompanied with sacrifices and offerings. 

IT That is, with, or through, goodness. 

** What “ lay hold on ” means is doubtful. It is possibly equivalent to “ to pro¬ 
tect ” or “ support.” 

ft Very difficult, and translated for the most part conjecturally. 
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V. gatha vohu-khshathra. 

L. 

(Praise to you, pure Gathas.) 

1. The best kingdom, the unbounded, the portion which must 

be given.* 

To the distributor of gifts (which) he distributes with right¬ 
eousness, 

The best through deeds, that (give) us now to cultivate. 

2. That, which belonged to You first, Mazda-Ahura and Asha, 
And to thee, Armaiti, (that) give me as the kingdom of (my) 

wish, 

Give profit to your praise through Vohu-mano. t 

3. To You come listening they who rule through Your deeds, 
Ahura and Asha, with the prayers of Vohu-mano, 

Which Thou, Mazda, hast first taught. 

4. Where is the Lord of fullness, where is pardon found? 
Where does one attain to Asha, where is Qpenta-armaiti ? 
Where is Vohu-mano, where are Thy realms, 0 Mazda? 

5. After all this asks, to support the Cow, from Asha, 

The active, the pure, with deeds, the wise with prayers, 

Who is mighty and holy, and announces to the created the 

right guide, 

6. Who gives better than the good, who grants to him according 

to wish, 

To Ahura-Mazda the kingdom, but him who (arises) from 
the bad as Holy, 

Does not requite (until) the final dissolution of the world 

7. Give me, Thou who hast created the Cow and the water, and 

the trees, 

Immortality and fullness, Holiest, Heavenly Mazda, 

Power and strength, instruction through the Best Spirit. 

8. Thy sayings, 0 Mazda, may the man announce for knowledge 
As something hurtful for the wicked, for health (to him) who 

maintains purity, 

For he rejoices the Marithra, who utter it for knowledge. 

9. The wisdom which Thou givest to the warriors through Thy 

red fire, 

Through the metal, that give as a token in both worlds, 

To wound the wicked, to profit the pure. 

• Or, “ which was given (at the commencement of the world).” The sense of the 
whole verse appears to be, that dominion in the world belongs properly to him only 
who distributes the good things of the world with justice. 

t That is: Give profit, that you may be praised by Vohu-mano (man). 

X That is, the wicked will not be fully punished until the Bay of Judgment. 
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10. Whoso slays me, except that,* 0 Mazda, 

He is a companion of the creation of the Drujas, evil 
(amongst those) who are there, 

For me, I pray for purity, may Thy purity come in good. 

11. What man is a friend of the holy Zarathustra, 0 Mazda, 
Who Your pure disciple, what is the holy wisdom ? 

What pure one has announced You, to the glorification of 
Vohu-mano ? 

12. These two did not satisfy him, the Vaepayas and the Kevinas 

at the Bridge of the Earth,f 
The holy Zarathustra, when (his) body grew up there 
When to him.J 

13. The law thinks openly of the wicked'as well as the good, 
Whose soul trembles on the bridge Chinvat, the notorious, 
Wishing to attain through their deeds and tongue the path 

of purity.^ 

14. The Karapas are not friendly to beings, on account of their 

activity. 

Grant Thou also to the Cow fullness through Thy deeds and 
precepts. 

But he who (follows) their precepts comes at last to the 
dwelling of the Drujas. 

15. The reward which Zarathustra before imparted to the be¬ 

liever, 

That he should first come to the shining abode of Ahura- 
Mazda, 

This profit will also be bestowed on you, through Vohu- 
mano and Asha. 

16. Wisdom has Kava-Vistacpa acquired as a mighty kingdom, 
Which, with the words of Vohu-mano, with purity, formed 
The Holy AlmPa-Mazda, may we (also) learn them.|| 

17. May Frashaostra Hvo-gva show me the beloved bodies, 

For the law may he in goodness give his beloved (daughter).^ 
Mighty is Ahura-Mazda, lay hold on Ilim to desire after 

purity. 

18. This wisdom, Dejamacpa-Hvo-gva, the brightness of the 

wish,** 

* That is, except in case T belong to the wicked. 

f The Vaepayas and Kevinas are probably two kinds of demons. Instead of the 
Bridge of the Earth (Chinvat), the tradition has “the Bridge of Winter.” The 
whole verse seems to contain allusions to legends respecting Zarathustra, with which 
we are not acquainted. 

X The rest is unintelligible. 

§ The meaning appears to be: The Law remembers the deeds ot men in this 
world, when they arrive at tho Bridge Chinvat, and endeavour to reach Paradise. 

|| The meaning is: Ahura-Mazda has clothed the Heavenly Wisdom in human 
language^ — Vistula accepted it, — may we also accept it. 

U Gloss : Give me thy daughter to wife. 

** D£jfuna<jpa, usually Jamaq>a: the tradition makes the prefix Dd — “ Dcgtur." 
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They desire with purity, who know this kingdom of Voku- 
mano. 

Give me, Ahura, that which conduces to Thy joy. 

19. To this man, Maidyomaonha,* * * § the holy, is (reward) to be 

given, 

For the law which he taught the world with desire, 

(He who) to the creatures of Mazda has through his works 
announced the best of life. 

20. This profit must ye grant us, all ye compliant: 

Purity, the prayer of Vohu-mano, in which wisdom lays. 
(Ye) to whom it is offered with prayer, ye who desire the 

joy of Mazda. 

21. He is the holy man of wisdom, according to knowledge, 

words, and deeds. 

(To whom) according to the law, holy purity through Vohu- 
mano, the kingdom 

Ahura-Mazda has given, to this pray we for his good blessing. 

22. Through whose offering to me from purity the best (comes), 
That knows Mazda-Ahura (as well as) those who were and 

are, 

To these I offer according to their names, and approach 
them with friendship. 


LI. f 

1. The good men and women of the whole world of purity, 
praise I, 

2. Of the being, the having been, the about to be, 

3. Ashis (vanuhi), the coming, the long wished for. X 

4. The everlasting female-companion,§ the self-attaching,|| the 
everlasting female-companion, the instructing, 

5. Who brings hither all remedies for the water, cattle, and 
trees. 

6. Who torments all the tormentings, of the Daevas and men, 

7. So that they do not wound this dwelling, the lord of the 
dwelling. 

8. And the good gifts (praise I), the good alms, 

9. The good former,the later,** coming, long wished for, 

10. That there may flow to us the greatest and fairest blessings, 

* Maidhyomaoiiha (the Madiomah of later tradition) is the uncle of Zarathustra, 
and his first disciple. The oral traditions arc ascribed to him. 

f This chapter, which is neither written in verse, nor in the same dialect as the 
preceding chapters, appears to be a later addition. 

J We do not know what these phrases signify. 

§ “Female-companion,” in German, “ Bcgleitcrin.” The Zend word muhdehim 
does not occur elsewhere. 

|| Lit., “ who clings close to (one) of herself.” U “ The teachers.” 

** “ The disciples.” 
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11. For the offering, praise, satisfaction, and laud of the 
Amesha-Qpentas. 

12. For the advancement of this dwelling, for the advance¬ 
ment of the whole world of purity, 

13. For resistance to the whole world of evil. 

14. Praise with purity, etc. * 

V. GATE! VAHISTOISTI. 

LII. 

(Praise to you, pure Gathas.) 

1. The best wish will be uttered of Zarathustra 
The holy, if to him perhaps favour might grant 

Out of purity, Ahura-Mazda: the welfare of the soul for ever 
And those who deceive him, as disciples of the good law, with 
words and works. 

2. May they learn from him with thoughts, words, and works, 
Wisdom for Mazda, prayer for believing offering. 
Kava-Vista^pa, the Zarathustrian, and the holy Frashaostra, 
They know the right paths, the law which Ahura gave to the 

Profitable, 

3. These mavest thou too Paouruchicta,ff related to Ilaechat-acpa, 
Holy, worthy of adoration among the daughters of Zarathustra, 
(Whom) with agreement of Vohu-mano and Asha, Mazda has 

given thee for a lord, 

To ask after thy understanding, holiest, wise, female- 
worker X of wisdom. 

4. “ Thus for him, yours, will I be zealous, and choose that he 

may give the fathers 

As relationship for the active, as pure ancestors 
For the pure. May I possess the shining, perfect/under¬ 
standing of Vohu-mano, 

(Which) Mazda created for the good law for ever.” § 

5. To you, the Maiden, speak I the words, 

The marriageable,|| I, the Bridegroom, this encourages me; 
Learn to know, after this law, the place of Vohu-mano, 

With purity may one of you clothe the other, that will give 
him IT great joy- 

* Cf. Ya<;na xliv. G. 

f Paouruehic^ta is the daughter of Zarathustra. According to a gloss, she would 
appear to have married Jamfi^pa; but this is doubtful. Haechat-a<;pa is one of the 
remote ancestors of Zarathustra. 

t No other English equivalent for Bewirkerin. 

$ This verse seems rather to he the answer of Paouruchi^ta than to belong to the 
speaker of the preceding verses. 

|| The construction is: “To you, the marriageable maiden,” etc. 

IT “ Him” may possibly refer to Ahura-Mazda. 
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0. So are both these manifest, ye men and ye women, 

The way away from the Drukhs (is) : whoso is thankful to 
me for a benefit, 

(Since) I demand from the Drukhs : Be far away from the 
body. 

To those who cleave the air, may the brightness of the evil 
kingdom reach. 

May the wicked be completely overcome, that they may no 
more be able to slay the spiritual world * * * § 

7. That will be your reward for the great deed : 

That Azhuf who lies in the heart, from the possessed inward 
parts, 

Stealing himself away, arrives thither where the soul of the 
bad (stays). 

Strive after this greatness, it will be friendly with you even 
to the last word.J 

8. Away may be the deceivers, away to the evil-doers. 

May all be benumbed who are to be smitten, 

The good rule and the pleasure of good and evil men may, 
to the kindred clans, give 

The Greatest § above death, may he throw the deceivers through 
their own bonds. Soon may it happen. 

9. Through evil belief are brought hurts, wounds to thy teachers, 

(Who) desire that the sinners may be completely overcome. 

Where is the pure Ah lira, who may drive them away from 

life and free going about ? 

May Thy kingdom come, 0 Aliura, wherewith thou inakest 
good for the right-living poor.|| 


VII. AIRYAMA ISHTO.1T 
LIII. 

1. May the desirable obedience come hither, for joy to the 
men and women of Zarathustra, 

2. For joy to Vohu-mano, may he grant the reward to be 
desired according to the law. 

3. I wish the good purity of the pure. Great be Ahura- 
Mazda! 

* This verse is translated conjectural!}'. 

f Azhu is perhaps = Ahzi, the demon of lust. 

J Purely conjectural. 

§ The construction is, “May the Greatest, etc., give, etc." (| Conjectural. 

11 The A injenmi-ishya is one of the most effective prayers. It has already been 
translated, Vendidad xx. 26-28, where, however, the word Airyama = obedience,” 
is wrongly retained as a proper name. 
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LIV. 

1. The whole world : bodies together with bones, vital power 
and form, strength and consciousness, soul and Fravashi,* * * § 

2. We give and make known. We make them known: to 
the holy Gathas, the lords over the times, the pure. 

3. Which Gathas are ruling and protecting for us, heavenly 
food. 

4. Which are for our soul both ; food and raiment. 

5. These Gathas it is who govern and protect us, our hea¬ 
venly food. 

0. These Gathas are for our soul both: food and raiment.f 

7. May they bring us good reward, much reward, pure 
reward, 

8. For tlie next world, after the separation of the vital 
powers and consciousness. 

9. May they to us as strength, as victory, 

10. As health, as remedy, 

11. As advancement, as enlargement, 

12. As help, as defence, 

13. As wise, as very pure, 

14. As offering ; may they for those who knowj 

15. Come to light, the praiseworthy prayers, as Ahura-Mazda 
has created them, 

16. The Most Profitable, Victorious, the Furtherer of the 
world, 

17. For the protection of purity in the world, for ruling over 
purity in the world, for those who profit and will profit, 

18. And for the whole world of purity. Give to every pure 
one who comes hither with this distinguished sheltering prayer, 
good thoughts, words, and actions. 

19. Asha and Volm(-niano) praise we. The holy Gathas, 
the lords over the times, praise we. 

20. The laudable prayers praise we, the creations of the first 
worlds 

21. Whilst we recite them from memory, act thereafter, learn 
them, teach them, keep them in memory, desire to remind our¬ 
selves of them. 

* This passage is important, as showing that, at the time it was composed, the 
division of the soul into parts was identical with that which prevails in the later 
writings. 

t Anquctil says in a note: “ The Guhs, fanalc Izcds , have formed the bodies , 
preserve them, and are employed in spinning robes for the just in heaven.” I do not 
know' from what source Anquetil took this note. 

t The words fniruiti = “offering/' and vidnshe = “for those who know,” or « for 
knowledge/' appear to be a quotation, since they will not pass into the construction. 

§ That is, the spiritual world. 
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22. Whilst we utter them, praise them, with intent to further 
the world. 

23. We praise the division of the laudable prayers, 

24. And the reciting, uttering, singing,, and praising the praise¬ 
worthy prayers. 

LV* 

1. May hearing here have place, for praise to Ahura-Mazda, 
the Most Profitable, Pure, Who is desired by us from the begin¬ 
ning even to the end. 

2. Thus: may hearing here have place for the praise of 
Ahura-Mazda, the Most Profitable, Pure, Who is desired by us. 

3. May hearing here have place for the praise of the good 
waters, and the Fravashis of the pure, which are desired by us, 
(and) for the souls, from the beginning even to the end. 

4. Thus: May hearing here have place for the praise of the 
good waters, and the Fravashis of the pure, which are desired by 
us, (and-) for the souls. 

5. May hearing here have place for the praise of the good 
waters, as the male and female good Amcsha-gpentas, the good 
Rulers, the wise, for praise to the good things of Ashis-vanuhi, 
who is bound with purity, for our perfection and uplifting.f 

6. May hearing here have place for the praise of the good 
waters, good, uplifted, X from the beginning to the end. 

7. Thus: may hearing here have place for the praise of the 
good waters, of the male and female Amesha-cpentas, the good 
Rulers, the wise, for the praise of the good things of Ashis- 
vanuhi, who is bound with purity, for our perfection and up¬ 
lifting. 

8. May hearing here have place, good, uplifted for praise for 
the good waters, from the beginning to the end. 

LYI. 

QROSH-YASHT. 

1 . 

Khshnaothra ^ for the praise, adoration, satisfaction, and laud 
of the holy Qraosha, the strong, whose body is the Maiithra, 
whose weapon is uplifted, the Ahurian. 

* This chapter seems to be an introduction to the following Crosh-Yasht. It is 
worthy of notice that the traditions here expressly translate the word Craosha by 
“hearing” (or “obedience”), thus supplying another example of the mode in which 
abstract ideas and persons arc interchanged. 

f That is. May hearing be (serve) for our uplifting, etc. 

t The adjectives good and uplifted belong to “hearing.” 

J Cf, Y'acjun iv. 60. 
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1. Qraosha the holy, beautiful, victorious, furtherer of the 
world, the pure, lord of purity, praise we, 

2. Who first among the creatures of Ahura-Mazda with 
Barecma bound together 

3. Offered to Ahura-Mazda, offered to the Amesha-cpentas, 

4. Offered to the Protector and the Maintained* Who created 
all creatures. 

5. For his brightness, his majesty, 

G. For his strength, his victoriousness, 

7. For his offering to the Yazatas, will I praise him with 
audible praise; 

8. Qraosha, the holy, with Zaothras and Ashis-vahuhi, the 
great, and Nairyo-canha, the beautiful. 

9. May the victorious, holy Qraosha come to us, to protect us. 

10. We praise the holy Craosha, the Great Lord praise we, 
Ahura-Mazda, 

11. Who is the Highest in purity, the Most Helpful in purity. 

12. All Zarathustrian words praise we, all well-done deeds 
praise we, done, and such as will in future be done. 

2 . 

1. Qraosha the holy, beautiful, victorious, the furtherer of the 
world, the pure, lord of purity, praise we, 

2. Who first bound together the Barecma, 

3. Three twigs, five twigs, seven twigs, nine twigs.t 

4. As far as the knee, as far as the middle of the feet, for the 
Amesha-cpentas, for praise, adoration, satisfaction and laud. 

5. For his Brightness, for his Majesty, etc.% 

3. 

1. Qraosha, the holy, beautiful, victorious, furtherer of the 
world, the pure, lord of, purity, praise we, 

2. Who first sang the five Gathas of the holy pure Zarathustra, 

3. As holy prayer, as text, together with commentary, and 
imprecations, § 

w 4. For praise, for prayer, satisfaction, and laud of the Amesha- 
(jpentas, 

5. For his Brightness, etc. 

* The words “Protector” and “Maintainor” are in the dual, and, according to 
the Old-Baetrian syntax, they may either refer to Ahura-Mazda alone, as possessing 
different attributes, or to Ahura-Mazda aud the Amesha-cpentas. 

"t Cr, three-fold, five-fold, etc. Anquetil says: “ The Jiarsom is of Jive bra?ichcs in 
the ordinary Darouns. It is of seven branches for the Daroun jXo naber , for the 
Freouschiy and for the Gdhunbdr. It is of nine branches for the Daroun of kings 
and for that of the Mobedof Mobeds 

X Here and in the following sections, § 1, v. 5-12 is to be repeated. 

$ “ Commentary and cursings” (or “imprecations”), seems a curious admixture. The 
Iluz. Tr. explains the second word, paiti-fra^uo , by nerang , i.c. “magic-incantations.” 
[ihe word nerang was anciently employed in a good sense to signify certain religious cere¬ 
monies, and there seems little doubt that paili-fra^do must also be taken in a good sense.} 
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4. 

L Qraosha, the holy, etc .* 

2. Who (is) a firm well-chambered dwelling* for the poor men 
and women, after the rising of the sun ; who smites Aeshma with 
levelling blow a hard sore.f 

3. Who, while he smites him, breaks his head, for him who 
despises his strength.J 

4. Through whose Brightness, etc. 

5. 

1. Qraosha, etc. 

2. The strong, swift, mighty, terrible, heroic, very deadly,§ 

3. Who goes forth from all fights victoriously smiting, 

4. As companion of the Amesha-cpentas. 

5. Through whose Brightness, etc. 

6 . 

1. Qraosha, etc. 

2. The strongest among the youths, the firmest among the 
youths, the most lusty among the youths, the swiftest among 
the youths, who first among the youths accomplishes deeds. 

3. Desire, 0 Mazdayacnians, for the offering of the holy 
Qraosha, 

4. Far from this dwelling, far from this clan, far from this 
confederacy, far from this region, shall the bad, pernicious hind¬ 
rances be driven away. 

5. In whose dwelling the holy victorious Qraosha receives 
nourishment, there is also the man pure, thinks much good, 
speaks much good, and does good. 

6. Through whose Brightness, etc. 

7. 

1. Qraosha, etc. 

2. Who smites the vicious man, the vicious || woman, who 
smites the Daevi Drukhs, the very mighty, the world-destroying, 

3. Who is the supporter, the furtherer of all worldly advance¬ 
ment, 

4. Who without sleeping preserves with watchfulness the crea¬ 
tures of Mazda, who without sleeping protects with watchfulness 
the creatures of Ahura-Mazda, 

5. Who protects with upraised weapon the whole corporeal 
world, after the rising of the sun, 

6. Who no more sleeps softly since the two Heavenly Beings 
have created the world : Qpenta-mainyus and Anra-(mainyus), 

* The first verse of every seetion is identical. f That is, “ a severe wound." 

X That is, Qraosha breaks the head of him who despises, etc. 

§ That is, to the Daevas. 

|| The Huz. Tr. makes ‘‘vicious" = “unehaste." 
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7. Because he will protect the world of purity. 

8. Who all days and nights wars with the Mazanian Daevas, 

9. Who does not bow himself affrighted from fear of the 
Daevas, 

10. But before whom, of necessity* all the Daevas bow 
affrighted, hasten affrighted to darkness. 

11. Through whose Brightness, etc. 

8 . 

1. Qraosha, etc. 

< 2. Whom Haoma praised, the furtherer, the healing, fair, 
kingly, having golden eyes, 

3. On the highest summit of the high mountain, 

4. lie who speaks well, speaks protecting words, speaks at the 
suitable time, 

5. Who possesses greatness of all kinds: perfect wisdom, the 
priority of the Mahthra.f 

6. Through whose Brightness, etc. 

9. 

1. Qraosha, etc. 

2. Whose victorious dwelling is formed with a thousand pillars, 

3. On the highest top of the great mountain, 

4. Shining inwardly with its own light, star-like outwardly, 

5. For whom the Ahuna-vairya has given itself as a weapon, 
and the victorious Yacna-haptanhaiti, 

6. And the victorious Fshusha-manthra, and all portions of 
the Yagna. 

7. Through whose Brightness, etc. 

!°. 

1. Qraosha, etc. 

2. Through whose strength, whose victory, whose good stroke}: 
and knowledge, these Amesha-gpentas (rule) over the earth, con¬ 
sisting of seven lvareshvares, who is the law-giver for the laws, 

3. Who as unbounded Ruler steps along over the corporeal 
world. Through this law are gracious to him Ahura-Mazda, 

4. Vohu-mano, Asha-vahista, Khshathra-vairya, Qpenta-arma- 
itis, Ilaurvat and Ameretat, the Ahurian Question, the Ahurian 
Custom, 

5. In both worlds, the corporeal and the spiritual. 

G. Mayest thou against death rushing hither, Aeshma rushing 
hither, against the hosts rushing hither, 

7. Who uplift the terrible banners before the runners§ of 

* Or, against their wills. 

f That is, lie first of all beings was made acquainted with the Manthra. 

X The word haozanthwa may also mean “ good birth,” or “ good wisdom.” 

§ This word is seldom used, and seems only applied to bad beings. 


YACXA LVI. 


125 


Aeshma, whom the evil-knowing 'Aeshma lets run, together with 
Vidhotus, created by the Daevas, 

8. Grant us strength, 0 Qraosha, holy, beautiful, for the 
horses, but health of the body, 

9. Perfect subjection of the tormentors, killing against the evil- 
soul ed, 

10. Destruction for the foes, the hostile, hating. 

11. Through whose Brightness, etc. 

11 . 

1. Qraosha, etc. 

2. Whom four horses carry, spotless, bright-shining, beautiful, 
holy, wise, swift, obeying heaventy commands. 

3. Of lead are their hoofs, gold is wrought therein, 

4. They are swifter than the horses, swifter than the wind, 
swifter than the storms,* swifter than the clouds, swifter than 
the birds with good wrings, swifter than the well-aimed arrow (?), 
all these they overtake. 

5. If one hastens behind them one overtakes them not, who 
hastens forward with two-fold strokes, carrying the good Qraosha, 
the holy.f 

G. What is in the Eastern Indies he seizes, what is in the 
Western he smites. 

7. Through whose Brightness, etc. 

12 . 

1. Qraosha, etc. 

2. Who great (in form), high-girt, abides among the creatures 
of Mazda. 

3. Who thrice in each day, in each night, decends upon this 
Kareshvare Qaniratha, 

4. Holding a weapon in the hand, the axe of a wood-cutter, 
which of itself strikes against the head of the Daevas, 

5. To smite the wicked Arira-mainyus, to smite Aeshma with 
the terrible weapons, to smite the Mazanian Daevas, to smite 
all Daevas. 

G. Through whose Brightness, etc. 

13. 

1. Qraosha, etc. 

2. Here and elsewhere, and here also afterwards on the whole 
earth, we wholly praise Qraosha, the holy, strong, w r hose body 
is the Maiithra. 

3. The strong, capable-of-bearing arms, who possesses strength 


* Lit., than the rain. 

f That is, they do not allow themselves to he hindred by those who oppose them : 
they overthrow all foes, and hasteu forwards without loss of time. 
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in the arms, has the strength of a warrior, smites the head of the 
Daevas. 

4. Who accomplishes victorious strokes, and gives victorious 
strokes to the pure, who smite victoriously—victoriousness which 
springs from above. 

5. (The victoriousness) of the holy Qraosha and Arsti, worthy 
of adoration, 

6. All dwellings protected by Qraosha praise we, 

7. Where the holy Qraosha accepts as a beloved friend, where 
there are pure men who think, speak, and do much good. 

8. Through whose Brightness, etc. 

LVII. 

1. This profit, this victory give we : namely, the prayer which 
has a good seed. 

2. Which is united with purit}^ united with wisdom, 

3. Whose seeds are good thoughts, words, and works. 

4. May this prayer protect against torment from the Daevas 
and the (bad) men. 

5. To this prayer we make known : to protect property and 
body, to shelter, to rule, to oversee. 

6. In prayer we rejoice, Ahura-Mazda, in prayer we desire, 

7. To prayer we submit ourselves, on prayer we call, 

8. To protect property and body, to shelter, to rule, to control, 

9. (Inclusive of) prayer as for such as Thee. (Whoso) is 
fruitful, pure, victorious, (his) fruits we desire to inherit. 

10. 0 Father over the cattle, and over those who belong to 
the Holy One : the pure, and those wishing purity in the world.* 

11. Thou open Giver of good! Whose greatness, goodness, 
and beauty amongst you we desire. 

12. May he shelter us, the rich in goods, control us with 
purity,f with activity, with liberality, with knowledge, with 
gentleness, with the fire of Ahura-Mazda. 

13. As you created us, 0 Amesha-gpenta, so support us. 

14. Support us ; good men, support us : good women, support 
us, Ameslia-gpenta, good Ruler, wise. 

15. I know no one save you, ye pure ; therefore support us. 

16. Thoughts, words and works, cattle and men, commit we 
to Qpenta-mainyu. 

17. All cattle, the healthful goods, the healthful cattle, the 
healthful men, all healthful pure. 

* The following verses are spoken by the Tiagpi, who during their recital fre¬ 
quently changes his position, standing sometimes to the left of the Djouti , sometimes 
to the right, and sometimes between him and the fire, etc. 

f The construction is : “ May he amongst you whose greatness, etc., who is rich 
in goods, oversee us who are endowed with purity, activity, etc.” 
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18. All the creatures of the Creator would we, together with 
the created lights of Ahura-Mazda, keep.* 

19. Praise to thee, fire (son) of Ahura-Mazda, mayest thou 
come hither to the greatest of affairs.f 

20. Give us for great friendship, for great delight, Haurvat 
and Ameretat. 

21. We praise the whole composition of the Qtaota-Yagnya. 

22. With the highest prayer inform we Thy body, the fairest 
among bodies, Mazda-Ahura, 

23. Among these lights the highest of the uplifted, that which 
is called the &un. 

24. We praise the Qtaota-Ya§nya, the creations of the first 
world. 


LVIII. 


1. Ahura-Mazda, etc.J 

2. The good, mighty, | etc., from Gayo-marathan to the vic¬ 
torious Qaoshyanc. 

3. The victory, created by Ahura, praise we : Qaoshyaiic the 
victorious, praise we. 

4. This Barecma, provided with Zaothra, with binding, bound 
together with purity, praise we. 

5. Our own souls praise we, our own Fravashis praise we. 

6. All pure Yazatas praise we, all lords of purity praise we. 

7. At the time Ilavani, at the time Qavanhi and \ icya, at the 
time Yicpe-mazista. 

8. “ Good art thou, || mayest thou maintain that which is still 
better than the good. 

9. “ Since thou fittest thyself worthily as a Zaota. 

10. “ Mayest thou receive the reward which is earned by the 
Zaota, 

11. “As one who Thinks, speaks, and does, much good.” 

12. May that come to you which is better than the good, 
may that not come to you which is more evil than the evil, may 
that not come to me which is more evil than the evil. 

13. The Ahuna-vairya praise we.—Asha-vabista praise we, 
the fairest Amesha-cpenta.—The Fshusha-manthra-hadhaokhta 
praise we. The whole composition of the Qtaota-yacnya praise 
w r e, the creations of the first world. 


* That is, mankind are to unite their efforts to those of the Stars to maintain the 
world of purity. In that case the passage would contain au allusion to the later 
Star-worship, but the whole verse is most difficult, 
t Cf Ya<jna xxx. 2. 

} Cf. Ya^na xvii. 56, and vi. 4-33. § Cf. Ya<;na xxvi. 1-33. 

II Verses 8-11 are addressed by the Ra<;pi to the Zaota. 
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LIX. 

1. May that man obtain the best, 

Who teaches ns to know the right path to profit 
For this world, the bodily as well as for the spiritual 
The manifest away to the worlds where Ahura is enthroned, 
And the offerer, like Thee, a wise, holy one, 0 Mazda! 

2. May there now come to this dwelling, contentment, bless¬ 
ing, guilelessness, and wisdom of the pure. May there appear 
for this clan: Purity, dominion, profit, majesty, and brightness, 

3. Long dominion of the law, the Ahurian, Zarathustrian. 

4. Quickly may cattle arise out of this clan, 

5. Quickly purity, quickly the strength of the pure man, 

6. Quickly Ahurian Custom. 

7. May there come hither the good, strong, holy Fravashis of 
the pure, bound with the remedies of purity, according to the 
breadth of the earth, the length of a river, the height of the Sun, 
with desire after good things, for withstanding against the foes, 
for increase for riches and brightness. 

8. May Qraosha (obedience) in this dwelling smite disobe¬ 
dience, peace dissension,* * * § liberality avarice, wisdom slighting, 
truthful speech the lie, which hates purity. 

9. That here the Amesha-cpentas may be able to wish from 
the holy Qraosha: 

10. Good offering and prayer, good offering and prayer,f 

11. Good maintenance, fortunate maintenance, friendly help, 

12. That they may long remain supported. 

13. Never may the brilliant Majesty! be extinguished for 
this dwelling, 

14. Not the brilliant riches, not the bright heavenly descendants, 

15. By the long (continual) friendship of him who teaches to 
know brightness, and Ashis-vanuhi, 

16. According to wish mayest Thou Ahura-Mazda, ebc.§ 

17. That joyful may be our mind, happy our souls 

18. Endued with brilliant bodies for Paradise, 

19. So may there openly come hither, 0 Ahura-Mazda, the 
best purity, the fairest purity. 

20. May we see Thee, attain to Thee, to Thy perfect friendship. 

LX. 

1. We praise the Ahuna-vairya, on earth and in heaven. 

2. We praise the Asha-vahista on earth and in heaven. 

* The verb is understood bet ween each pair of nouns. 

f The Glosses explain the first offering, etc., to be for men, the second for women. 

X This “ majesty” is probably that of the father of the household, which resembled 
the “ kingly majesty,” only less in degree. 

§ Cf. Ya<jna viii. 10. 
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3. We praise the Yenhe-hatanm, the well-praised, on earth and 
to heaven. 

4. We praise the pious, good blessing, of the pious, pure man, 
on earth and in heaven. 

5. To strive against, to drive away Anra-mainyus, who is pro¬ 
vided with creation, with evil creation, who is full of death, 

6. To withstand, to drive away the wicked,* male and female. 

. 7. To withstand, to drive away the wicked, the female-wicked. 

8. To strive against, to drive away the evil-doers, male and 
female. 

9. To strive against, to drive away the evil-doers, the female 
evil-doers. 

10. To withstand, to drive away thieves and robbers. 

11. To withstand, to drive away wizards and magicians. 

12. To withstand, to drive away those who harm Mithra, lie to 
Mithra. 

13. To withstand, to drive away those who slay the pure, tor¬ 
ment the pure. 

14. To withstand, to drive away the very hurtful impure 
spoiler, who is full of death. 

15. To withstand, to drive away every wicked one, who 
thinks, speaks, and acts unbecomingly. 0 holy Zaratlmstra, 

16. How shall we drive away the Drukhs from here, how 
shall we, 0 ye Profitable, drive away the Drukhs, how smite 
them, as mighty the powerless,4 away from all seven Karesh- 
vares ? 

17. To withstand, to drive away the whole evil creation, praise 
(to these) with purity, thou wise, and (to you) ye who exist. 

LXI. 

1. Offering and praise, good nourishment, fortunate nourish¬ 
ment, helpful nourishment, I vow to thee, 0 fire, son of Ahura- 
Mazda. 

2. To thee it is to be offered, thou art to be praised, mayest 
thou (continually) be provided with offering and praise, in the 
dwellings of men. 

3. llail to the man who continually offers to thee, 

4. Holding firewood in the hand, holding Barecma in the 
hand, holding flesh in the hand, holding the mortar in the hand. 

5. Mayest thou continually obtain right firewood,£ right 
fragrance, right nourishment, right increase. 

6. Mayest thou be in complete aliment, in good aliment, 0 
fire, son of Ahura-Mazda. 

* This word is not found elsewhere, and is translated conjecturally. 

f That is, as mighty ones smite the powerless. 

X It is accounted a sin to place damp wood ou the fire. 
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7. Mayest thou burn in this dwelling, ever mayest thou burn 
in this dwelling, mayest thou be in brightness in this dwelling, 
mayest thou be in increase in this dwelling: 

8. Throughout the long time,* * * § until the perfect resurrection, 
the perfect good resurrection included. 

9. Give me, 0 fire, son of Ahura-Mazda, 

10. Swift brightness, swift nourishment, swift blessings of 
life, 

11. Greatness in holiness, fluency for the tongue, but for the 
soul sense and understanding, which afterwards increases, not 
diminishes,—then manly courage,f 

12. Activity, sleeplessness the third part of the night, easy 
going, watchfulness, 

13. Well-nourished, heavenly posterity, which makes a circle ,X 
collects itself together, 

14. Which grows up, is enduring, pure from crime, and 
manly, 

15. Which can help me in the house, in the clan, in the con¬ 
federacy, in the region, in the district.^ 

16. Give me, 0 fire, son of Ahura-Mazda, what instructs me 
now and for all time concerning the best place of the pure, the 
shining, wholly brilliant. 

17. May I attain good reward, good renown, good sanctifica¬ 
tion, for the soul. 

18. W T ith all speaks the fire, Ahura-Mazda’s (son), 

19. For whom he shines throughout the night, and cooks food.|| 

20. From all desires he good nourishment, healthful nourish¬ 
ment, helpful nourishment, 

21. All who come, the fire looks at their hands, 

22. (Saying), “ What brings the friend to the friend, the one 
who comes hither to the one who sits alone ?” 

23. We praise the holy fire, the strong, the warrior. ' 

24. If one brings hither for the same, wood, Barecma which 
is bound together in holiness, or the tree Iladha-naepata. 

25. Then blesses the fire (the son) of Ahura-Mazda, 

2G. Content, without hate, satisfied : 


* That is, the twelve thousand years to which the duration of this world is limited. 
After the destruction of the world, the fire will still continue to be mighty, 

f Difficult and in part conjectural. 

J Cf. Yatpia xi. 10, “In the circle of many men.” 

§ This is one of the few places in the Avesta in which a larger “ district” is spoken 
of than the “region.” [It is difficult to find even moderately suitable English 
equivalents for the Zend terms. “ Kegion” must be taken in a limited sense, as in the 
New Testament phrase, “the region that lieth round about” (Lystra, or any city). 
Perhaps it would be better to substitute district for region in all previous passages, 
and to use province for the largest subdivision], 

|| Difficult and uncertain. 
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27. “ May there arise around thee herds of cattle, abundance 
of men.” 

28. “ May it go according to the desire of thy spirit, according 
to the desire of thy soul.” 

29. “ Be glad, live thy life,* the whole time that thou wilt 
live.” This is the blessing of the fire 

30. For him who brings it dry fire-wood, sought for burning, 
purified in the wish after purity. 

LXII. 

1. What to me from Purity, etc.f 

2. May hearing be here, etc.J 

3. Ahura-Mazda, the Pure, Lord of purity, praise we. The 
Amesha-cpentas, the good kings, the wise, praise we. 

4. We praise the water, etc. The souls and Fravashis of the 
pure praise we.§ 

LXIII. 

1. To the support of the pure world they go forwards, etc. || 

2. W r hoso, 0 Mazda, spreads abroad the Manthra-word, etc.^f 

LXIV. 

1. I praise the water: Ardvi-cura, ## the pure, 

2. The full-flowing, healthful, averse to the Daevas, devoted 
to the faith in Ahura, 

3. The praiseworthy for the corporeal world, the worthy of 
adoration for the corporeal world, 

4. The pure for those which further life, the pure for those 
which further the cattle, 

5. The pure for the furtherers of the world, the pure for the 
furtherers of the kingdom, 

6. The pure for the furtherers of the region, 

7. Which purifies the seed of all men, 

8. Which purifies the body of all women for delivery, 

9. Which grants to all women easy deliveries,^ 

10. Which brings to all women fit and suitable milk, 

11. The great, widely renowned. 

12. Which is as great as all the (other) waters which hasten 
away on this earth, 

13. Which flow away mightily, 

* That is, live joyously. + Cf. Ya<jna xvi. 4-7. 

X Cf. Ya<?na lv. 3-4. § Cf. Ya^na xxxviii. 7. 

|| An extract from Ya^na xlv. 3-6. H Cf. Yacjna xlix. 6 ff. 

** For a full account of Ardvi-^ura see Khordah-Avcsta xxi. 

ft Gloss: If a woman becomes pregnant a second time, this happens through the 
power of Ardvi-^ura. 

XX Gloss: Whenever a woman is delivered easily, this happens through the power 
of Ardvi-^ura. 
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14. From Hukairya the lofty, down to the sea Vouru-Kasha. 

15. All (rivers) flow into the bonndary-sea Vouru-Kasha, 
every one flows into the midst of the same. 

16. From whence has made them flow out, has poured them 
out, Ardvi-cura the pure, 

17. Who has a thousand canals, a thousand channels, 

18. Each of these canals, each of these channels, is forty 
days’journey (long), for a well-mounted man. 

19. The flowing of this my water alone comes to all the seven 
Kareshvares. 

20. It brings from this my water alone continually thither, 
in summer as in winter. 

21. This my water purifies the seed of men, the body of 
women, the milk of women, 

22. The living, those who have been, the born, the unborn. 

23. May the Fravashis of the pure come hither, who have led 
them (the waters) against the stream from the nearest water 
hither.* 

24. May our water not appertain to him who thinks, speaks, 
or does evil, or to the unbelievers, 

25. Not to him who torments the friend, torments the com¬ 
panion, torments the neighbour, torments the relation. 

26. May our good, best water, created by Mazda, pure, not 
be helpful to him 

27. Who seeks to injure our uninjured goods. 

28. May our good, best water, created by Mazda, pure, not 
be helpful to him 

29. Who seeks to harm our unharmed bodies, who is a thief, 
a robber, a criminal, a murderer of a pure man, 

30. W 7 ho is a wizard, or one who buries the dead, a foe, a 
miser,f or a wicked sinner. 

31. What man is evil, hostilely minded, him may ^plagues 
light on. 

32. With destructive intent (may she come to him) who is 
here, destructively may she come to him who is there. J 

33. Water, rejoice yourself in your places, as long as the 
Zaota offers. 

34. How shall the Zabta with learnt speech, § offer to the good 
waters? 

35. How shall his tongue be bound, when he offers in im¬ 
proper manner? 

36. How shall the words arrive which the Aethra-paiti has 
taught him ? 

* It is not known what circumstance is alluded to in this obscure verse. 

f Or, perhaps, one who docs not olTer gifts. 

J A ditlicult verse, the translation of which is doubtful. § Gloss: the Avesta. 
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37. How shall the prayers, the invocations,* * * § the offerings take 
place, 

38. Which Ahura-Mazda has taught to Zarathustra, Zara- 
thustra to the corporeal world ? 

39. First pray the waters, O Zarathustra, that they may come 
hither,, then bring us of the water Zaothra pure, filtered with 
prayer. 

40. Speak these words : 

41. 0 water, I desire from you happiness, grant me the great 
(happiness), through whose granting, gift of good, freedom from 
harm takes place. 

42. Water, I pray you for goods of many kinds, mighty, 

43. Mighty posterity, as many wish it. 

44. No one wishes himself this for harm, 

45. Not for trouble, not for death, not for revenge, not for 
destruction. 

46. For that pray I the water, for that the earth, for that the 
trees, 

47. For that the Amesha-cpentas, the good kings, the wise, 
the good men and women, the givers of good. 

48. For that the Fravashis of the pure, the strong, 

49. For that (thee), 0 Mithra, with wide pastures, 

50. For that (thee), 0 Qraosha, holy, beautiful, 

51. For that (thee), 0 liashnu. most righteous, 

52. For that (thee), 0 fire, son of Ahura-Mazda, 

53. For that (thee), 0 great lord, possessed of women, Navel 
of the waters, possessing swift horses, 

54. For that all you, 0 Yazatas, givers of good things, pure, 

55. For that pray 1, for myself, the water, etc.f 

56. And for that which is yet greater than this, better than 
this, of more worth than this. 

57. This gives us, ye Yazatas, pure, 

58. Whom we wish mighty, and quick, and swift, 

59. With this right-timed speech 

60. (To us), the upright doers, that which is the most desired. 

61. Give me, etc. % 

LXV. 

1. With purity give I this Zaothra, provided with ilaoma, 
provided with flesh, provided with Hadha-naepata, uplifted with 
purity, 

2. To thee, 0 Ahurian,^ descended from Ahura, 

* The 'word means, I believe, those prayers in which one confesses one’s self a 
debtor to the Heavenly Beings. 

f Here the whole passage from v. 46 must be repeated. 

X Of. Ya<jna 1. 7. 

§ Either the daughter, or the wife of Ahura; probably the former. 
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3. For the satisfaction of Ahura-Mazda, of the Amesha- 
9 pentas, of the holy (^raosha, of the fire (the son) of Ahura- 
Mazda, of the great lord over purity. 

4. With purity give I to the day-times, the lords of purity; 
to Havani, the pure, lord of purity. 

5. With purity give I to Qavanhi and to Vi§ya, the pure, lord 
of purity. 

6. With purity give I to Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, 
has a thousand ears, and ten thousand eyes, a renowned name, 
the worthy of honour, (and) to Rama-qactra. 

7. With purity give I, etc. # 

8. With purity give I this Zaothra, etc. (C/1 v. 1.) 

9. To Thee, Ahurian daughter of Ahura, for satisfaction, etc. f 

LXVI. 

1. With purity give I, etc.,J with purity may he come to us. 

2. We praise the waters, etc. ^ 

LXVII. 

1. Thus make we Thee, Ahurian of Ahura, inclined by this. 

2. Have we offended Thee, so may this Zaothra arrive (to 
Thee), 

3. That provided with Haoma, flesh, and Iladha-naepata, 0 
Ahurian, (daughter) of Ahura. 

4. For sweetness and fatness mayest thou, 0 Zaothra, arrive 
to me: || 

5. For health and healing, for help and furtherance, for 
spreading abroad and hallowing, for renown and good-health 
of the soul, for victory, and for furthering the world. 

6. We praise thee, 0 Ahurian, (daughter) of Ahura, with the 
Zaothras of good-mindedness. 

7. We praise thee, 0 Ahurian, (daughter) of Ahura, with the 
Zaothras of good speech. 

8. We praise thee, 0 Ahurian, (daughter) of Ahura, with the 
Zaothras of good works, 

9. For the enlightenment of thoughts, words, and works. 

10. For purification for the souls, for furthering for the worlds, 
for preparation for the very pure. 

11. Give me, 0 Almrian, (daughter) of Ahura, the best place 
of the pure, the shining, wholly brilliant. 

* As Yatjna vii. 16-51. + Cf. Ya<jna xxii. 24-33. 

J Cf. Yu^na xxiii. 1-9, and vii. 58. { Cf. Ya^na xxxviii. 

|| That is, that Thou, 0 Ahurian, mayest receive thereby sweetness and fatness 
(gratification). 

H Zaftthra seems here to be used for “offering” in general. 
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12. Give me, 0 Ahurian, (daughter) of Ahura, male, heavenly 
posterity, 

13. Who may further me the dwelling, the clan, the con¬ 
federacy, the region, the district.* 

14. Thee, the Ahurian, we revere, the sea Vouru-Ivasha we 
revere. 

15. All the waters which are on the earth we revere, the stand¬ 
ing, the hurrying forwards, the waters in the deeps, those which 
are in streams, those in hail (?) and in rain. 

1G. Herewith for offering, for praise. 

17. As is your best offering, your best praise, from the best 
purity. 

18. The good best waters, created by Mazda, the pure, we 
praise. 

19. Of the good waters praise we. 

20. Their sweetness, their fatness,f praise we, 

21. The running water, the water of the growing trees, 

22. As an adversary against Azhi, created by the Daevas, 

23. Against this Pairika, the withstanding, 

24. To withstand, to destroy, to drive away, the hostile tor¬ 
menting, 

25. And the Ashemaogha, the impure, smitiug, who is full of 
death. 

2G. To withstand the plague of the Daevas as of men. 

27. Hear our offering, Ahurian, (daughter) of Ahura; be con¬ 
tent with our offering, Ahurian, (daughter) of Ahura. 

2S. Seat thyself here at our offering. 

29. Come to our help for the sake of these many offerings, the 
good offerings, for the sake of the good offerings of Zaothras. 

30. Whoso offers the good waters to you, 0 Ahurian, (daughter) 
of Ahura, 

31. With the best Zaothras, the Zaothras poured out with 
prayers, 

32. To him belong riches, brightness, to him health of body, 

33. To him health of body, victoriousness of body, 

34. To him gifts of fortune of much brightness, 

35. To him heavenly posterity, to him long, long life, 

3G. To him the best place of the pure, the shining, wholly 
brilliant.— 

37. Give, 0 good waters to me, the offering of Zaota; 

38. To us the offering Mazdayagnians, the friends, who will¬ 
ingly prepare offering (the disciples), 

39. The Herbads, the teachers, men, women, youths, maidens, 
who act, 

40. \\ ho think good, to every one who guards himself from 

* Of- ^a<,‘na lxi. 15. f That is, their fertilizing qualities. 
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sin, guards against torment, against the hindrances of the hostile 
hosts,* against the hostile tormentors. 

41. The wish and the attainment of the good faith, (the path) 
which is the most right to the best place, the shining wholly 
brilliant.— 

42. Good dwelling, pleasant dwelling, long dwelling (pray I) 
for this elan from which spring these Zaothras. 

43. Good dwelling, pleasant dwelling, long dwelling wish I 
hither for all Mazdaya 9 nian clans. 

44. Good nourishing, healthful nourishing, helpful nourishing, 
wish I for the fire. 

45. Good offering for thee, Ahurian (daughter) of Ahura, 
pray I. 

46. Rama-qagtra pray I for this region. 

47. Health (and) remedy implore 1 for you ye pious pure men. 

48. For all entreat I, 

49. Who are good, pure, on earth and in heaven, 

50. For a thousand remedies, for ten thousand remedies. 

51. According to wish, etc.f 

52. So may it come as I entreat.— 

53. Good thoughts, etc.J 

54. The good wisdom here, the good holiness, 

55. We call hither, we invite 

56. Goods and remedies. The waters we invoke, namely, the 
good waters of you. Being invoked, do you who are able, give 
to us riches and brightness. 

57. Waters ! grant us the happiness that has been already be¬ 
fore obtained by you. 

58. Praise to Ahura-Mazda. 

59. Praise to the Amesha-gpentas. 

60. Praise to Mithra, who possesses many pastures. 

61. Praise to the Sun, who is endowed with swift horses / . 

62. Praise to the two eyes of Ahura-Mazda.§ 

63. Praise to the Fravashi of the Bull, of Gayo(marathan) of 
the holy Zarathustra, the pure. 

64. Praise to the whole world of purity, which is, has been, 
and is to be. 

65. Increase through Vohu-mano (and) Khshathra-(vairya), 
with fortunate body. 

66. Unto the lights, the most brilliant (lights) of the high, 

67. Where Qpeuta-mainyu at the end will come to thee. 


* The word rendered “hosts” is used of bad beings only, 
f Of. Ya<,*na viii. 10-18. } Cf. Ya<jna xxxv. 4-G. 

§ Perhaps the Sun and Moon. 


YAgNA LXV1II. LX1X. 137 

LXVIII. 

1. What from purity, etc.* 

2. The best kingdom, the unbounded, etc. f 


LXIX. 

1. To these I offer, to him draw I near as a friend : to the 
Amesha-cpenta3, the good kings, the wise. 

2. I lay hold on this God, this Lord we praise : Ahura-Mazda, 

3. The Creator, the Rejoicer, the Maker of all good things. 

4. This lord we praise : Zarathustra, the holy. 

5. That created for us, the pure, J 

G. Praise we, praise I, 

7. Namely, the (creatures) of Ahura-Mazda, of Vohu-mano, of 
Asha-Vahista. 

8. Of Khshathra-vairya, of Qpenta-armaiti, of Haurvat and 
Ameretat, 

9. Which appertain to the body of the Bull, to the soul of the 
Bull, to the fire (the son) of Ahura-Mazda. 

10. The (creatures) of the holy Qraosha, of Rashnu, the most 
righteous, of Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, 

11. Of the pure wind, of the good Mazdayacnian law, 

12. Of the good pious blessing, of the good pious blessing 
against the Drujas, the good pious blessing against the Demons. 

13. That we may employ fruitful speech, that we as profitable 
to the regions 

14. May employ profitable speech, that we may be profitable, 
victorious; be friends of Ahura-Mazda ; may have vigorous 
bodies, § 

15. As pure men, who think good, speak good, do good, 

16. That we may attain through Vohu-mano (good-minded- 
ness) to rejoice in good things, to obtain them. 

17. How shall my soul enjoy the good things, obtain them? 

18. We praise the going forwards and the going backwards of 
the good waters, and their coming hither. 

19. The great lord, possessing women, brilliant, the Navel of 
the waters, having swift horses, praise we. 

20. For the praise, adoration, satisfaction, and laud of the 
whole world of purity, may hearing find place. 

21. Qraosha, the holy, praise we. The great Lord praise we, 
namely Ahura-Mazda, 

22. Who is the Highest of purity, the most Helpful of purity. 

* Cf. Ya(?na xvi. 4-7. t Of. Y r a<?na 1. 1. 

X Gloss : “ Those things by means of which we can accomplish good deeds.” 

§ Lit.> “the bodies of Vazista,” i.e. lightning, which appears to be considered 
identical with the fire which dwells in the bodies of men. 
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23. All sayings of Zarathustra praise we. All well-done 
actions praise we, as well those already done as those which 
will yet be done. 

LXX. 

1. Frashaostra asked the holy Zarathustra: Say, 0 first* 
Zarathustra, 

2. Wherein consists the recitation of the Itatus, wherein lies 
the conclusion of the Gathas ? 

3. Then answered Zarathustra: Ahura-Mazda the Pure, Lord 
of purity, praise we. 

4. Zarathustra the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

5. The Fravashi of the pure Zarathustra praise we. 

6. The Amesha-cpentas, the pure, praise we. 

7. The good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure, praise we. 

8. The earthly and the heavenly, 

9. The highest of the lords praise we. The most helpful of 
the Yazatas, the most worthy, most desirable of the lords of 
purity, the most helpful prayer at the right time, for the pure 
lords of purity, praise we. 

10. Ahura-Mazda, the Pure, Lord of purity, praise we. 

11. The whole body of Ahura-Mazda praise we. 

12. All Amesha-cpentas praise we. 

13. All lords of purity praise we. 

14. The whole Mazdayacnian law praise we. 

15. All efficacious prayers praise we. f 

1G. The whole Manthra-gpentas praise we. 

17. The whole law, which is created against the Daevas, 
praise we. 

18. The collected long precept praise we. 

19. All pure, the Yazatas, heavenly and earthly, praise we. 

20. All good, strong' holy Fravashis of the pure, praise we. 

21. All creatures, created by Mazda, pure, praise we. ' 

22. Which are purely created, purely formed, 

23. Have pure conduct, pure offering, 

24. Which are pure before the pure, which are manifest 
among the pure. 

25. All five Gathas, the pure, praise we. 

2G. The whole Yagna praise we, the going forward, going 
backward, and arriving (of the same). 

27. All the Qtaota-yagnyas praise we. All words spoken by 
Mazda praise we, 

28. Which best smite the wicked thoughts, 

29. Which best smite the wicked sayings, 

* That is, first or chicfcst with regard to religion. 

f That is, apparently, those prayers to which a magic power was assigned. 
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30. Which best smite the wicked actions, 

31. Which mark the wicked thoughts, 

32. Which mark the wicked sayings, 

33. Which mark the wicked actions, 

34. Which exterminate all wicked thoughts, 

35. Which exterminate all wicked sayings. 

30. Like as the fire, dry, pure, sought out wood 

37. Destroys, devours and burns up. 

38. The strength, victoriousness, majesty and might of all 
these sayings praise we. 

39. All waters, the fountains as well as those flowing down in 
streams, praise we. 

40. All trees, the growing, adorned with tops, praise we. 

41. The whole earth praise we. 

42. The whole heaven praise we. 

43. All Stars, the Moon and Sun, praise we. 

44. All lights, without beginning, praise we. 

45. All cattle, that which lives under the water, under the 
heaven, the birds, the wide-stepping, the beasts with claws, praise 
we. * 

40. All the good pure creatures, working well for Ahura- 
Mazda, praise we, 

47. Through which He created fullness and blessings, 

48. Which are to be praised and adored on account of the best 
purity. 

49. All mountains which have a pure brightness praise we. 

50. All Yaras, created by Mazda, praise we. 

51. All fires praise we. 

52. All right spoken sayings praise we. 

53. All these which are united with purity, with wisdom, 
praise we, for protection and shelter, rule and overseeing.f May 
ye serve me for preparation: 

54. The Gathas, the holy, the lords over the times, the pure, 
I invite and I praise, for protection, shelter, dominion, and su¬ 
pervision. May they serve me for preparation, 

55. For me, for my own soul implore I and praise I, for pro¬ 
tection, defence, dominion, supervision. 

5G. Haurvat, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. Ameretat, 
the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

57. The Ahurian Questions, the pure, lord J of purity, praise 
we. 

58. The Ahurian Custom, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

59. The holy Yacna-IIaptahhaiti, the pure, lord of purity, 
praise we. 

* Cf, Vispered i. 1. f That is, that they may protect us, etc. 

X The Zend ratum is in the singular . 
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60. This pure Zarathustra—(him) let one wish for a friend 
(and) protector, 

61. Thee call I pure, as the pure, to distribute blessing, as a 
friend who is better than (every) friend, for that is the best. 

62. For he is a wicked one who is the best for the wicked, 

68. But he is a pure one to whom the pure is dear. 

64. Here, these words, the best, Ahura-Mazda has taught 
Zarathustra: 

65. “ These, 0 Zarathustra, utter at the final dissolution of 
life. 

66. “ If thou, 0 Zarathustra, utterest these words at the final 
dissolution of life, 

67. “Then bring I, I who am Ahura-Mazda, thy soul away 
from the worst place. 

68. “ As far in breadth and length as this earth, 

69. “ Now this earth is as broad as long/’ * 

70. “ If thou wilt, 0 pure—thou who art pure in this world— 
that thou shouldest let thy soul wander further over the Bridge 
Chinvat, and it should arrive pure at Paradise.” 

71. Make to sound the Gatha Ustavaiti, whilst thou wishest 
hither Hail. + 

72. Hail to him, etc. % 

73. The acting and the good-mindedness praise we. The 
good-mindedness and the acting praise we. 

74. To withstand the darknesses, to withstand the valueless 
disappearance. 

75. The acting, etc. § 

76. Health and remedies, praise we. Furthering and increase 
praise we. 

77. To withstand sicknesses and troubles. 

78. The concluding words praise we. 

79. The non-mutilation of the Gathas praise we. , 

80. The holy Gathas, the Billers of the times, the pure, 
praise we. 

81. The Qtaota-Yacnyn praise we, the creatures of the first 
creation. 

82. The whole collection of the Qtaota-yagnya praise we. 

83. Our own souls praise we. 

84. Our own Fravashis praise we. 

85. The good pious blessing praise we. 

86. And the pious, etc. || 

87. The good, strong, holy Fravashis, etc. If 


* Cf. Yaqna xix. 14-15. 
X Cf. Ya<^na xlii. 1. 
jj Cf Ya<;na vi. 48-51. 


t Usta = lt Hail! ” “happiness.” 
$ Here repeat versos 73-74. 

IT Cf. Ya^na xxvi. 1-2. 
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88. The fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, the pure, lord of purity, 
praise we. 

89. This Barecma, provided with Zaothra, with Aiwiyaonhana, 
hound together iu purity, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

90. The Navel of the waters praise we. 

91. Nairyo-canha praise we. 

92. The strong Yazata, highest in wisdom, praise we. 

98. The souls of the departed praise we, which are the Fra- 
vashis of the pure. 

94. The great Lord praise we, namely, Ahura-Mazda. 

95. Who is the Highest of purity, the Most Helpful of purity. 
90. All sayings of Zarathustra praise we. All well-done actions 

praise we. 

LXXI. 

The Ahuna-vairya, etc.* 


* This chapter is identical with Ya<;na lx. 


In the Vendidad-Sades, and in Westergaard’s Zend-Texts, the 
number of lids is LXXII. The difference is occasioned by the 
division of lid XLI. into two Has ,—the first comprising verses 
1-17, and the second verses 18-3G,—whereas in Professor Spie¬ 
gel’s translation the two Has are printed as one. 

The conclusion of the Yagna is less abrupt than that of the 
Vendidad. lid LXX. (or LXXI.) contains, as it were, a sum¬ 
mary of the chief objects of praise, and mentions particularly 
the whole Law, and the whole Yacna. The concluding Ha, as 
mentioned in the note, is identical with Ha LX. (or LXI.), and 
seems to be repeated for liturgical reasons. 
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KHORDAH-AVESTA. 


IV. NIRANG KUQTL* 

Let Ormazd be King, and let Ahriman, the wicked holdcr-alooj, 
be smitten and broken . May Ahriman, the Devas, the Drujas, the 
sorcerers, the evil Kikas and Karapasf the oppressors, the evil¬ 
doers, the Asmogs , tricked, the enemies, the Paris, be smitten 
and broken . J/ay enemies be afflicted. May the enemies be 
far off '. Ormazd, Lord l Of all sins I repent with Patct. 

All the evil thoughts, m7 ivords , m7 deeds, which 1 have 
thought, spoken, committed in the world, which are become 

my nature — thoughts, words, deeds, bodily, 
spiritual, earthly, heavenly, 0 Lord, pardon ; I repent of them 
with the three words.% 

Contentment for Ahura-Mazda, contempt for Anra-Mainyus. 
What is highest for the wish of manifest works (Yacna xlix. 11), 
Ashem-Vohu. Yatha ahu vairyo. Ashem-vohu, Come, 0 
Ahura ! for my protection. I am a Mazdayacnian, etc. (Yacna 
xiii. 24-29). Ashem-vohu. 

V. QROS VAJ. 

In the name of God Ormazd, the Lord, the Incrcaser. May 
he increase in great majesty: (jrosh, the pure, strong, whose body 
is the Mahthra, whose weapons are terrible, whose weapons are 
uplifted, the Ruler of the creatures of Ormazd,—may he come . 

Of all my sins repent 1 with Patet. All the evil thoughts, etc.\ 

Yatha ahu vairyo (5). Ashem-vohu (3). 

I confess (myself) a Mazdayacnian, a disciple of Zarathustra, an 
opponent of the Daevas, a worshipper of Ahura; to Ushahina, 
the pure, lord of purity, praise, prayer, contentment, and laud; 
to Berezya and to Nmanya, the pure, lord of purity, praise* prayer, 
contentment and laud; Khshnaothra|| to Qraosha, the holy, 
strong, whose body is the Maiithra, whose weapons are terrible, 
who springs from Ahura, praise, prayer, contentment, and laud. 

As the will of God is, let the Zaota say it to me. ( Zaota ): 
So (announces) the Lord from holiness, the Pure, Wise-speak¬ 
ing: Qraosha, the holy, well-increased, victorious, the furtherer 
of the world, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

* This prayer is to be recited during the binding on of the Ku^ti. [The Ku<;ti or 
Kosti is the religious girdle of the Pargces, which has to be bound and unbound 
many times daily, and always with the recitation of prayers. It is made of white 
wool, woven, and in size is not larger than a lady’s boot-lace or stay-lace, but its 
length is suflieient to go round the waist three times. It must be worn by men and 
women alike, but children do not receive it until their seventh year.] 

t These are the Kaoyas and Karapanas of the older writings. Cf. Ya^ia ix. 61, 
and xlv. 11. 

{ That is, with thoughts, words, and works. § As in the preceding prayer. 

|| Cf. Yat^na iv. 50. 


KIIORDAH-AVESTA. 


0 


The Ahuna-vairya which protects the body (3) (Vendidad xi. 8). 
Yatha ahu vairyo. Whom hath Ahura-Mazda created as a pro¬ 
tector for me and those like me? etc. ( Cf . Vendidad viii. 52-G2). 

Praise shall be to the good things of wisdom (Yagna xlviii. 10). 
Ashem-vohu—Yatha aliu vairyo (2). 

Offering, praise, strength, might, implore I for Qraosha the 
holy, strong, whose body is the Manthra, whose weapon is 
terrible, who springs from Aliura.—Ashem-vohu. To him 
belongs brightness, etc. (Yagna lxvii. 32-3G). So may it come 
as I wish. Ashem-vohu. 

A thousand healing-remedies, ten thousand healing-remedies 
(wish I) (3). Ashem-vohu. 

Come to my help, 0 Mazda (3). To strength, the well- 
formed, beautiful, to victory created by Ahnra, to the stroke 
which descends from above, to Rama-qagtra, to the bird which 
works on high, who is appointed over the other creatures, 
that of you, 0 bird, which is derived from Qpenta-mainyu,* to 
the Heaven which follows its own law, to the endless Time, to 
Time the ruler of the long period. Ashem-vohit— For the 
reward of good deeds, for the forgiveness of sins, do I purity 
from love to the soul. May there have a share in good works: 
the whole worlds the seven Kcshvars of the earth , according to 
the breadth of the earth, the length of the rivers, the height of the 
sun , f may the reward come perfect, may the pure live long . So 
may it come as I desire. Ashem-vohu. 

VI. HOS-BANM (PRAYER AT MORNING-DAWN). 

1. Then shalt thou utter these words, which are most vic¬ 
torious and most healing. Five Ahuna-vairyas shalt thou utter: 
Yatha ahu vairyo (5), the Ahuna-vairya (which) protects the 
bodyj (3) (Yatha ahu vairyo). Whom has Ahura-Mazda to 
me, etc.§ Praise shall be to the blessings of wisdom. || —Ashem- 
vohu. Yatha ahu vairyo (21). Ashem-vohu (12). 

2. Praise to thee, high morning dawn ! Now will we make 
Him, the greatest of all, our Lord and Master: Ahura-Mazda, in 
order to smite Ahra-mainyns, the evil, to smite Aeshma with hor¬ 
rible weapons, to smite the Mazanian Daevas, to smite all Daevas, 
also all the Varenian, evil ones, ( Broken be Gand-mainyo, a 
hundred thousand times curse upon Ahriman), If to advance 
Ahura-Mazda the Brilliantly Majestie, to advance the Amesha- 
gpentas, to advance the star Tistrya, the bright and shining, 
to advance the pure man, to advance all the pure creatures of 

* Cf. Ya^ia xxii. 26, 27. t Cf Yasht 13, $ 32. 

J Cf Vendidad x. 10; xi. 7, S. § Vendidad viii. 52-62. || Ya<jna xlviii. 10. 

U An interpolation written in Parsi. 
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Qpenta-mainyu. Yatha ahu vairyo (2). The good men, etc. 
(Yacna li.) 

According to wish and with happiness, etc. (Yacna viii. 10-16). 
That our mind maybe glad, etc. (Yacna lix. 17-20). Ashem- 
vohu. To Him belongs splendour, etc. A Thousand, etc. 
Come to me, etc. For the reivard f etc . (as in v.) 

VII. QARSET NYAYIS. 

In the name of God . I 'praise and exalt (Thee) the Creator 
Ormazd, the Brilliant, Majestic, Omniscient, the Perfecter of 
deeds , the Lord of Lords, the Prince over all princes, the Pro - 
tector, the Creator of the created, the Giver of daily food, the 
Powerful, Good f Strong , (9/7, Forgiving, Granter of forgiveness, 
iftc/z m Love, Mighty and Wise, the pure Supporter May 
Thy right rule be without ceasing .— Ormazd King ! Increaser ! 
May there attain to great Majesty : the Sun, the immortal , s/zm- 
2 ^ 7 , weM excellent steeds, may he come hither . 

0/ a// repent I with Patet. For all evil thoughts, 

words, and ivorks which I have thought, spohen, and done in the 
world, which 1 have committed, which cleave to my nature, for 
all sinful thoughts, words, works, bodily or mental, earthly or 
heavenly, 1 pray, 0 Lord, for forgiveness, and repent of them 
with the three words . 

1. Praise to Thee, Ahura-Mazda, Three-fold before other crea¬ 
tures. Praise to ye, Amcsha- 9 pcntas, who have all like wills 
with the Sun. May this come to Ahura-Mazda, to the Amesha- 
ppentas, to the Fravashis of the pure, this to the birds, to the 
Euler of the long period.*—Contentment (be) for Ahura-Mazda, 
contempt for Ahra-Mainyus (as it) is best according to the will 
of the well-doers. Lpraise: Ashem-vohu. I praise with good 
thoughts, etc. (Yacna xii.) Ashem-vohu. 

Praise be to Ahura-Mazda. Praise to the Amesha-cpentas, 
praise to Mithra who possesses wide pastures, praise to the Sun 
with swift steeds, praise to the Eyes of Ahura-Mazda,t praise to 
the Bull, praise to Gaya(marathan), praise to the Fravashi of 
Zarathustra, the holy, pure. Praise to the whole world of the 
pure, which was, and is, and is to be : (at Morning). May I in¬ 
crease in good mind, etc. (Yacna xxxiii. 10) Ashem-vohu (3) 
(at Mid-day). The greatest among the great lights (Ya^na 
xxxvi. 11), (Evening). At this dissolution, etc. (Yacna xlii. 6) 
Ashem-vohu (3). 

2. The immortal Sun, shining, with swift steeds, we praise. 

* The Tradition has, “ May the Bird, the ruler of the long period, come hither 
and explains it to mean Jiam. 

f Perhaps, the Sun and Moon. 
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Mithra, possessing wide pastures, we honour,—the truth-speak¬ 
ing gatherer, the thousand-eared, well-shaped, with ten thou¬ 
sand eyes, great, endued with far-watching, the strong, not 
sleeping, wakeful. Mithra, the lord of all regions, we praise, 
whom Almra-Mazda has created as the most brilliant of the 
heavenly Yazatas. Therefore come to our assistance: Mithra 
and Aluira the great. The immortal brilliant Sun, with swift 
steeds, w T e praise.—Tistrya, with healthful eyes, we praise (3). — 
Tistrya we praise. The Stars pertaining to Tistra we praise. 
Tistrya, the shining, majestic, we praise.—The Star Vanant, 
created by Mazda, we praise. — The Star Tistrya, the shining, 
majestic, we praise.—The Heaven, which follows its own law, we 
praise.—The endless Time we praise.—Time, the ruler of the long 
period, we praise.—The holy Wind, the well-created, we praise. 
The Tightest Wisdom, created by Mazda, pure, we praise. — The 
good Mazdaya 9 nian law we praise.—The acceptableness of the 
Ways we praise. — The splendid gold-mine we praise.—(The 
Mountain) Qaokant, created by Mazda, we praise.—All pure 
heavenly Yazatas we praise — all earthly Yazatas we praise.—We 
praise our own souls.—We praise our own Fravashi.—Come 
hither to help me, 0 Mazda!—The good, strong, holy Fravashis 
of the pure we praise.—The immortal, brilliant Sun, with strong 
steeds, we praise. Ashem-vohu (3). 

3. I confess myself a Mazdayagnian, a follower of Zaratlmstra, 
a foe of the Daevas, devoted to belief iu Ahura : (Morning). To 
Havani, the pure, lord of the pure, for praise, honour, satisfac¬ 
tion, and laud. To Qavahhi and to Vicya, the pure, lord of purity, 
praise, ete. (Mid-day). To Rapithwiua, the pure, lord of purity, 
praise, etc. To Fradat-fshu and to Zantuma, the pure, lord of 
purity, praise, etc. (Evening). To Uzayeirina, the pure, lord 
of purity, praise, etc. To Fradat Yira and to Daqyuma, the 
pure, lord of purity, praise, etc. To the immortal Sun, shin¬ 
ing, with swift steeds (be) Khshnaothra for praise, etc. Yatha 
ahu vairyo. 

4. The immortal Sun, brilliant, with swift horses, we praise. 
Then, when the Sun shines in brightness, etc* 

5. Ormazd! Lord , Increaser of mankind , of all kinds , all 
species of men ! May He let all blessings and knowledge, fast 
faith and the blessings of the good Mazdaya^nian law , come to 
me . So be Yatha ah ft vairyo (2), 

0. Offering, praise, might, strength, implore I for the Sun, 
immortal, brilliant, with swift horses. Ashem-vohu (3). The 

* Here repeat Yasht 7. 

f The expression “ So be it” may possibly have been copied from the Christian. 
Amen. There is, however, a similar expression in the Old-Hadrian, at the con¬ 
clusion of chapter v. 

20 
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Ahurian pastures of Ahura praise I, with the best gifts, with the 
fairest gifts, with gifts which are sought out of prayers. 

Ashem-vohu,—To Him belongs brightness, etc. For the sake 
of reward, etc. (as above, v. p. 5). 

7. Praise to the Creator of the ivorld, (and) to the created. 
Satisfaction for Ahura-Mazda, etc. (as above, vii. 1). I praise : 
Ashem-vohu. 

May the San increase in great majesty, the immortal, brilliant, 
with swift horses, strong, victorious, in strength and majesty. 
May knoivledge, j promulgation, and acquaintance with the Custom 
and the Mazdayagnian law, be upon the seven Keshvars of the 
earth . So be it. 

I must attain thither ! (3). To the pure Ashem-vohu. The 
Creator of the world has created the good Mazdayagnian Zara - 
thustrian law ! 

8. Praise to thee, most profitable Ardvi-cftra, spotless, pure, 
—Ashem-vohu.—Praise to thee, tree, good, created by Mazda, 
pure,—Ashem-vohu.—The immortal, brilliant Sun, with swift 
horses, we praise. Ashem-vohu. 

May the great Majesty increase, may the immortal, brilliant 
Sun, with swift horses , arrive . Ashem-vohu. 

VIII. MIHBrNYAYIS. 

In the name of Ormazd, the Ruler, the Increase)'. May 
Mihr, tv ho possesses wide pastures, attain to great brightness, the 
righteous judge, may he come (to help). 

Of all my sins, etc. 

1. Praise to Thee, Ahura-Mazda, etc. (as above, vii. 1, 2). 

2. I confess (myself) a Mazdayacnian, a disciple of Zara- 
thustra, an adversary' of the Daevas, devoted to the law of 
Ahura; to Havani, the pure, lord of purity, praise, prayer, 
satisfaction, and laud; to Qavaiihi and to Vicya, the pure, lord of 
purity, praise, etc. (as above, vii. 3); to Mithra, who possesses 
broad pastures, has a thousand ears and ten thousand eyes, and 
a well-known name, and to Rama-qaqtra, Khslmaothra, for praise, 
etc. As is God's will, etc. (p. 10). 

3. Mithra, who possesses broad pastures, we praise: the truth¬ 
speaking, gathering, thousand-eared, well-formed, provided with 
ten thousand eyes, great, possessing a wide w r atch, strong, not 
sleeping, vigilant.—Mithra, wiio is set over the regions, praise 
we.—Mithra, wiio is within the regions, praise we.—Mithra, 
who is with these regions, praise w r e.—Mithra, wiio is over the 
regions, praise we.—Mithra, wiio is below r the regions, praise 
we.—Mithra, wiio is before the regions, praise w r e.—Mithra, 
who is behind the regions, praise we.—Mithra and Ahura, both 
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great, immortal, pure, praise we. The Stars, the Moon and 
Sun, the trees which produce Baregma, praise we. Mithra, the 
lord of all regions, praise we. For his brightness, for his majesty, 
will I praise him with audible praise: Mithra, who possesses 
wide pastures, with offerings. Mithra, who possesses wide pas¬ 
tures, we praise ; the pleasant abode, the good abode for the 
Arian provinces. May he come to us for protection, may he 
come to us for joy, may he come to us for profit, may he come 
to us for benevolence, may he come to us for healing, may he 
come to us for victory, may he come to us for purifying, may 
he come to us for sanctification. Strong, very mighty, deserv¬ 
ing offerings, praiseworthy, not to be lied to in the whole cor¬ 
poreal world, (is) Mithra, who possesses wide pastures. This 
mighty, worthy of honour, strong, most profitable Mithra of 
created beings, will I praise with gifts,—I come to him with 
friendship and prayer, to him will I offer audible praise, to Mithra, 
who possesses wide pastures, with gifts. We praise Mithra, who 
possesses wide pastures, with the Haoma, which is bound, etc. 

4. Ormazd , Lord, Increascr of all mankind , etc. (see above, 
vii, 5). Praise, adoration, strength, might, pray I for Mithra, 
who possesses wide pastures, has a thousand ears, and ten thou¬ 
sand eyes, who possesses a named* name, who is worthy of 
honour, (and) to Rama-qactra. Ashem-vohu. 

To Him belongs brightness, etc. 

Praise , etc. (as vii. 7, to) Ashem-vohu.— To great majesty 
may Mithra attain , who possesses wide pastures , the just judge , 
the strong , victorious , in power and majesty . May knowledge , 
etc. (as vii. 7,8, to the words)—praise to thee, Tree, pure, created 
by Mazda. Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, we praise. 
Ashem-vohu. 

IX. MAH-NYAYIS. 

1. In the name of Ormazd , God , Lord, Inercascr. May the 
Moon , the purifier , attain to great brightness . May She come 
(to help). Of all my sins , etc. 

2. Praise to Ahura-Mazda, praise to the Amesha-cpentas, 
praise to the Moon which contains the seed of the bull, praise to 
the seen, praise through the beholding (3). Satisfaction to Ahura- 
Mazda (as above, vii. 1), etc. I praise: Ashem-vohu (3). 

3. I confess (myself) a Mazdaya^nian, a follower of Zara- 
thustra, a foe of the Daevas, devoted to the law of Aliura: to 
Aiwicruthrema Aibigaya the pure, lord of purity, praise, etc. 
To Fradat-vicpaiim-llujyaiti, and Zarathustrotema the pure, 
lord of purity, praise, etc. To the Moon, which contains the 


* See note to xvi. 2. 
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seed of the Bull, to the only-born Bull, to the Bull of many 
kinds. Khshnaothra praise, etc. As it is the Lord’s will, etc. 

Praise to the Ahura-Mazda, praise to the Amesha-gpentas, 
praise to the Moon, containing 1 the seed of the Bull, praise to the 
seen, praise through the sight. 

When the Moon waxes, when she wanes, etc. # 

4. Ormazd , Lord , etc. (as in vii. 5). Yatha ahu vairjm (2). 
Offering, praise, might, strength, implore 1 for the Moon, which 
contains the seed of the Bull; and the only-begotten Bull, and 
the Bull of many kinds. Ashem-vohu. 

5. Give strength and victory; give kingdom (?) in flesh. 
Give an abundance of enduring (?) men, gathering, smiting, who 
are not smitten, who only smite the foes once, who smite evil- 
wishers once, manifestly assisting him who rejoices them.+ 

6. Yazatas, endowed with much brightness, Yazatas, very 
health-bringing! May greatness be manifest from you, manifest 
from you the profit which follows the invocation. Great! be ye 
manifest in reference to splendour for the offerers. 

Water-giver—Ashem-vohu. 

To Him belongs brightness, etc. 

7. Adoration to the Creator of the world , (and) to the 
Creation . Satisfaction to Ahura-Mazda, praise to Ahura-Mazda, 
praise to the Amesha-cpentas, praise to the Moon, which con¬ 
tains the seed of the Bull, praise to the seen, praise through the 
sight. Ashem-vohu. 

May the Moon increase in great majesty ! the pure, strong , 
victorious in strength and victoriousness. May knowledge , 
spreading abroad , and acquaintance with the Custom and the 
Mazdayagnian laiv, take place in all seven Keshvars of the earth. 
So be it. (As above, vii. 7, 8.) 

Praise to thee, pure Tree, created by Mazda!—Ashem-vohu (3). 
We praise the Moon, which contains the seed of the Bull, the 
pure, Mistress of purity. Ashem-vohu. 

X. NYAYIS ARDVIQUR. 

In the name of God . Ormazd the Lord , the Increaser . May 
Ardvi-gura increase , may the Mistress come. 

Of all my sins , etc. 

Satisfaction to Ahura-Mazda, etc. I praise: Ashem-vohu (3). 
I confess, etc., to the good waters created by Mazda, to Ardvi- 
cura, the spotless, pure, to all .waters created by Mazda, to 
all trees created by Mazda, Khshnaothra, etc. Yatha ahu 
vairyo (10). 

2. Ahura-Mazda spake to the holy Zarathusira. Praise Her, 


Here Yaslit 7 is to be repeated. 


f This verse is obscure. 
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0 holy Zarathustra, Ardvi-gura, the pure, full-flowing, healing, 
averse from the Daevas, etc. ( Cf.\ Yasht 5, 1-7). Whom I, 
Ahura-Mazda, sustain with good strength, for the advancement 
of the house, the clan, the confederacy, the district. 

3. For whose sake are'the praiseworthy offering-prayers: I 
will recite the Alnma-vairya, 1 will recite the Asha-vahista. I 
will praise the good waters, I will purify with these words taken 
from the Gathas. May Garo-neniana (and) Ahura-Mazda first 
come (to me); may lie thus grant this favour. 

4. For her brightness, for her majesty, will I praise her with 
audible praise, will I praise her with well-offered offerings. 
Therewith art thou very much called to help, thereby art thou 
well offered to, Ardvi-cura, spotless, with offering. We praise 
Ardvi-cura, the spotless, pure, mistress of purity, with Haoina, 
which is bound, etc. 

5. Ormazd, Ruler, Increaser of mankind, etc. Yatha ahu 
vairyo (2). 

Offering, praise, strength, might, implore I for the good 
waters, created by Mazda, for Ardvi-gura, the spotless, pure, for 
all the waters created by Mazda, for all trees created by Mazda. 
Ashem-vohu. 

To Him belongs brightness, etc. (as above, vii. 6). 

Praise to the Creator of the world (and) to the created . 
Satisfaction for Ahura-Mazda, etc. Ashem-vohu. 

May Ardvi-gura increase in great majesty ! the strong mistress, 
victorious in strength and victoriousness. May knowledge } etc . 
(as before). 

Praise to thee, Tree, good, pure, created by Mazda! Ashem- 
vohu. Ardvi-cura, the spotless, pure, mistress of purity, praise 
we. Ashem-vohu. 

XI. ATAS-BEHRAM-NYAYIS. 

1. In the name of God , Ormazd , the Euler , the Increaser of 
great majesty . May the Fire Behrdm increase (the Fire) Adar- 
fra. 

Of all my sins , etc. 

2. Purify me, 0 God, give me strength through Armaiti. 

Holiest, Heavenly Mazda, give me at my prayer in goodness, 

Strong power through Asha, fullness of blessings through 
Vohu-mano. 

To teach afar for (Thy) joy give me certainty, 

That from the kingdom, 0 Ahura, which belongs to the bless¬ 
ings of Vohu-mano. 

Teach, 0 Qpenta-armaiti, the law with purity. 

Zarathustra gives as a gift the soul from his body. 
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(Give to him) the precedence of a good mind, 0 Mazda, 

Purity in deed and word, obedience and rule* 

3. Satisfaction (be) for Ahura-Mazda. Praise be to thee, 
fire (son) of Ahura-Mazda, giver of good, the greatest Yazata! 
Ashem-vohu (3). I confess myself, etc. To the fire, the son of 
Ahura-Mazda, to thee, fire, son of Ahura-Mazda, to the fire, son 
of Ahura-Mazda, to the majesty, the profit created by Mazda ; 
the brightness of the Arians created by Mazda, the kingly ma¬ 
jesty created by Mazda.—To the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, 
to Kava Hucravanha, to the Yara of Hu§ravanha, to the 
mountain Acravanta created by Mazda, to the Vara Chaechagta 
created by Mazda, to the kingly majesty created by Mazda.—To 
the fire the son of Ahura-Mazda, to the mountain Itaevanta created 
by Mazda, to the kingly majesty created by Mazda.—To the fire 
the son of Ahura-Mazda. Holy fire, warrior, Yazata with much 
majesty, Yazata with many healing-remedies! To the fire, the son 
of Ahura-Mazda, with all fires. To the Navel of kings, to Nairyo- 
janha, worthy of honour. Satisfaction, etc. (Yatha ahu vairyo). 

4. Offering and praise, good nourishment, fortunate nourish¬ 
ment, helpful nourishment, vow 1 to thee, 0 fire, son of Ahura- 
Mazda ! To thee is it to be offered, thou art to be praised, 
mayest thou ever be provided with offering and praise, in the 
dwellings of mankind. Prosperityf be to the man who con¬ 
tinually offers to thee, holding firewood in the hand, holding 
Barecma in the hand, holding flesh in the hand, holding the 
mortar in the hand. Mayest thou ever obtain right firewood, 
right perfume, right nourishment, right augmentation; mayest 
thou be in complete nourishment, in good nourishment, 0 fire, 
son of Ahura-Mazda; mayest thou burn in this dwelling, mayest 
thou continually burn in this dwelling, mayest thou be in 
brightness in this dwelling, mayest thou be in increase in 
this dwelling, throughout the long time until the complete 
resurrection, the perfect good resurrection included. Give 
to me, 0 fire, son of Ahura-Mazda, swift brightness, swift 
nourishment, much brightness, much nourishment, many bless¬ 
ings of life, greatness in holiness, fluency for the tongue, but for 
the soul sense and understanding, which afterwards increases itself 
and does not diminish, then manly courage, activity, wakefulness 
the third part of the night, easy going, increase, well-nourished, 
heavenly offspring, which forms a circle, gathers itself together, 
increases, enduring, pure from debt, and manly, which can 
advance for me the house, the clan, the confederacy, the region, 
the district. 

5. Give to me, 0 fire, son of Ahura-Mazda, that which teaches 
me now and for all times, concerning the best place of the pure, 

* Cf. Yat^na xxxiii. 12-14. t Or, “Hail to,” etc. 
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the shining, very brilliant. May I attain good reward, good 
fame, good holiness for the soul.—With all speaks the fire, (the 
son) of Akura-Mazda, for whom throughout the night it gives 
light and cooks food; from all desires it good nourishment, whole¬ 
some nourishment, helpful nourishment. To all who come the 
fire looks at their hands (saying): “ What does the friend bring 
to the friend, the entering in to the sitting alone?” 

6. We praise the holy fire, the strong, the warrior. If one 
brings for the same wood brought in purity, Harejma bound 
together in holiness, or the tree Hadka-naepata, then blesses the 
fire (the son) of Ahura-Mazda, contented, without hatred, satis¬ 
fied : “ May there arise round about thee herds of cattle, fullness 
of men; may it happen according to the wish of thy mind, 
according to the wish of thy soul. Be cheerful; live thy life 
the whole time which thou wilt live.” This is the blessing of 
the fire for him who brings it dry wood, sought for burmno-, 
purified with the wish for purity.* 

7. Ormazd, Ruler, etc. \ at ha ahu vairyo (2). 

Offering, praise, strength and might, implore I for the fire, 
the son of Ahura-Mazda, for thee, 0 fire, son of Ahura-Mazda, 
etc. (as before, 3 to; lo the navel of kings, to Nairyo-canka 
worthy of honour, etc.) Ashem-vohu (3). 

We wish hither, 0 Ahura, thy strong fire, together with Asha, 
The swift, powerful, procuring manifest protection for him who 
rejoices it. 

But for the tormentor, 0 Mazda, prepare punishment with 
mighty weapons.f 

Ashem-vohu. To him belongs brightness, etc. 

8- Praise lo the Creator of the world, (and) to the created. 
Satisfaction (be) to Akura-Mazda. Praise to thee, Fire, son of 
Ahura-Mazda, giver of good, greatest Yazata. Ashem-vohu. 

9. May the fire Bahrain—Adar fra — Adaran—the victorious 
king Adar Gusasp, Adar IChorddt, Adar Burzin-mihr, (as well 
as) the other Adcrans, the fires which are in Bddgdh, increase to 
great brilliancy. May Mainyo-karko,% the strong, victorious, 
increase to great brightness. 

Strength, victoriousness, knowledge, etc. 

10 Praise to thee, tree, created good by Mazda, pure!— 
Ashem-vohu. Contentment to Ahura-Mazda. Praise to thee, 

i' A ° Ahura-Mazda, giver of good, greatest Yazata! Ashem- 
vohu. 


XII. NIRANG-ATAS. 

1. Praise to thee, 0 fire, son of Ahura-Mazda, Giver of good, 

* Of' Ya 9 na kh . t Cf. Yat^na xxxiv. 4. 

I According to Edaljee, this is the name of a Fire near Ormazd. 
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greatest Yazata, Ashem-vohu (3). I confess myself, etc. To 
the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda; to thee, fire, son of Ahura- 
Mazda. Satisfaction, etc. 

2. Ashem-vohu.—Thee, the fire, lay I hold on with the offer¬ 
ing of good thought. Thee, the fire, lay I hold on with the 
offering of good words. Thee, the fire, lay I hold on with the 
offering of good works, for the enlightenment of thoughts, words, 
and works. (Cf Yacna lxvii. 6-9.) 

3. Praise to Thee, Ahura-Mazda, thou who art the Most Pro¬ 

fitable, etc. (Cf. Yagna xxxiii. 11.) 

Satisfaction to Ahura-Mazda, etc. Of good thoughts, etc. 
(Cf. Yacna xxxv. 4-6). 

Purify me, etc. (Yacna xxxiii. 12-14.) Offering and praise, 
etc. (Yagna lxi.) Ashem-vohu. 

Yatha ahu vairyo.—Offering, praise, strength, might, etc. 
(as in xi. 7). 

For Thy fire the offerings of a good mind, as far as I can and 
think (Yacna xlii. 9).—To him belongs brightness, etc. 

XIII. VIQPA HUMATA. 

1. All good thoughts, words, and works, are done with know¬ 
ledge. 

2. All evil thoughts, words, and works are not done with 
knowledge. 

3. All good thoughts, words, and works lead to Paradise. 

4. All evil thoughts, words, and works lead to hell. 

5. To all good thoughts, words, and works (belongs) Para¬ 
dise—so (is it) manifest to the pure.—Ashem-vohu. 

XIV. NANM-pTAlSNI* 

1. In the name of God , the Giver, For giver, Rich in Love. 
Praise be to the name of Ormazd , the God with the name , “ Who 
always ivas, always is, and always tvill be.” Qpenta-mainyus, the 
Heavenly amongst the Heavenly, f ivith the name, “ From whom 
alone is derived ridel Ormazd is the Greatest Rider, Mighty, 
Wise, Creator, Supporter, Refuge, Defender, Completer of good 
works, Overseer, Pure , Good, and Just. 

2. With all strength (bring I) thanks: to the Great among 
beings, who created and destroyed,% and through His own deter - 

* Nanm-gtdisni = ‘‘Praise to the Name” (of Ormazd). 

f According to the Guj. Tr., “ Invisible amongst the invisible.” The Parsecs 
believe that Ahura-Mazda can make himself invisible when He will, even to the 
Am£sha- 9 p£ntas. 

X This passage is doubtful. The term “destroyed” must refer to the production 
of Ahriman, 
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mination of time* strength, wisdom , is higher than the six 
Amshaspands, ^ wa/ay Yazatas, the shining Paradise 

Garothman , tf/ae circumference of Heaven, the shining Sun , 
brilliant Moon, the numerous Stars, adazrf, tfAe /U{A , rr&2,+ 
tvater, the fire, the earth, the trees, the cattle y the metals y man¬ 
kind . 

3. Offering and praise to that Lord , Completer of good 

works, who made men greater than all earthly beings, through 

the gift (?) of speech created them to rule and appoint for the 
creatures , as warriors against the Daevas . 

4. Praise to the Omriiscience of God y who hath sent through 

the holy Zarathustra , Frohar, ybr creatures, 

wisdom of the law — enlightening derived from the 
heavenly understanding y and heard with the ears—wisdom and 
guidance for all beings who are y were y and will be, (and) the 
wisdom of wisdoms, the Mahthra-gpenta, who effects freedom from 
hell for the soul at the bridge (Chinvat), and leads it over to that 
Paradise the brilliant , sweet-smelling of the pure . 

5. All good do 1 accept at Thy command, 0 God, and think, 
speak, and do it. I believe in the pure law, by every good ivorh 
seek I forgiveness for all sins . I keep pure for myself the 
serviceable work and abstinence (from the unprofitable). (1 keep) 
pure the six powers : thought, speech , work, memory, mind, and 
understanding . According to Thy will am 1 able to accomplish, 
0 Accomplisher of good, Thy honour with good thoughts, good 
tvords, good works. 

6. I enter on the shining way (to Paradise) ; may the fearful 
terror of hell not overcome me! May I step over the bridge 
Chinvat , may I attain Paradise ivith much perfume, and all 
enjoyments, and all brightness. 

7. Praise to the Overseer, the Lord, who rewards those who 
accomplish good deeds according to (His own) toish, purifies at last 
the obedient, and, (at last) purifies (even) the wicked out of hell .— 
All praise be to the Creator Ormazd, the All-wise, Mighty, Rich in 
might , to the seven Amshaspands, to Ized Bahram, the victorious 
annihilator of foes. 

XV. PRAYER TO THE FOUR QUARTERS. J 

Of all my sins I repent with Patet. Ashem-vohu.—Praise to 
these places and spots, pastures, etc. (Yacna i. 45.) Ashem- 
volni. To Him belongs brightness, etc. A thousand, etc. 
Come to me, etc. For reward, etc. Ashem-vohu. 

♦ The word rendered “ determination of time ” is very obscure. 

f Andervai is the space between heaven and earth. 

X That is, the four cardinal points of the compass. According to Anquetil, the 
prayer is addressed in the morning to the East first, and then to the South, West, and 
North , and at noon, and 3 p.m., to the West first, and then to the East, etc. 
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XVI. Gins.* * * § —1. GAH HAVAN. 

1. Satisfaction to Ahura-Mazda, Ashem-vohu, etc.—I confess 
myself a Mazdayacnian, a follower of Zarathustra, an adversary 
of the Daevas, devoted to the belief in Aliura: 

To Havani, the pure, lord of purity, praise, adoration, satis¬ 
faction and praise : to Qavaiihi and Vicya the pure, lord f of 
purity, praise, etc. 

2. To Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, has a thousand 
ears and ten thousand eyes, who has a named J name, who is 
worthy of honour, and to Rama-qactra, satisfaction, etc. As it 
is the will of God, so let the Zaota say it to me. (Zadta) : Thus 
proclaims God from holiness, the pure wise words: 

3. 4. Ahura-Mazda, the pure, Lord of the pure, we praise, etc. 
(Yacna lxx. 3-9.) 

5. Elavani, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. Ameretat, 
the pure, lord of purity, we praise. The Ahurian Questions, the 
pure, lord of purity, we praise. The Ahurian Custom, the pure, 
lord of purity, we praise. The strong Ya<ma Haptahhaiti, the 
pure, lord of purity, we praise. (Yacna lxx. 59-60.) 

6. Qavanhi and Vicya, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. 
Airyama-ishya, the pure, lord of purity, w T e praise,—the strong, 
victorious, harmless, destroying all harm, driving away all 
harm, who is the topmost, middlemost, foremost, to impel (to 
reading) through the Manthra to the five Gathas. 

7. And Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, we praise, 
Rama-qactra we praise, for the praise, adoration, satisfaction, 
and extolling the lord Vicya. Vicya, the pure, lord of purity, 
w r e praise. 

8. Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, has a thousand ears 
and ten thousand eyes, a named name, § who is worthy of honour, 
(and) Rama-qactra we praise. 

9. Thee, the fire, pure, lord of purity, son of Ahura-Mazda, 
we praise. This Barecma, provided with Zaothra and with 

* The Guhs are prayers belonging to the different subdivisions of the day, which 
are five in number (in winter /ow), as follows:— 

1. Ushahina =ivom midnight till the disappearance of the stars. 

2. Uuvani — from sun-rise till mid-day. 

3. Rapithwina — from mid-day till the commencement of twilight. 

4. Uzaijtirina— from the commencement of twilight till the appearance of the 
stars. 

5. Aiwi(;rathrema — from the appearance of the stars till midnight. 

With each of the Guhs different Genii were associated. The time liavan is under 
the protection of Mithra, together with Qtivaiihi and Yiqya. 

f The frequent use of the singular {ratum) when two Genii have been named is 
curious.— Translator. 

X That is, “ a renowned name,” or, perhaps, the phrase may signify that he is 
invoked by name. The Zend phrase is aokhto-nhmand. — Translator. 

§ See note to verse 2. 
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Aiwyaohhana,* the pure, lord of purity, we praise. The Navel 
of the Waters we praise. 

10. Nairya-cahha, the strong, highest in wisdom, worthy of 
honour, we praise. The souls of the departed we praise : the 
Fravashis of the pure. The Great God we praise, Ahura-Mazda, 
the Highest in purity, the Most Helpful in purity. All the 
words which come from Zarathustra we praise. All good works 
we praise, those done, and those which shall yet be done.— 
Yeiihe-hatanm. 

11. Yatha ahu vairvo (2).—Ottering, praise, strength, and 
might implore I for Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, has 
a thousand ears and ten thousand eyes, a named name, worthy 
of honour, (and) Rama-qactra. 

Ashem-vohu.—To Him belongs brightness, etc.—A thousand, 
etc. 

Come to me, etc.— For a reward , etc .—Ashem-vohu, etc. 

2. GAH RAPITAN.t 

1. Satisfaction to Ahura-Mazda. Ashem-vohu (3).—I confess 
(myself) a Mazdayacnian, a disciple of Zarathustra, an adver¬ 
sary of the Daevas, devoted to the belief in Ahura; to Rapitk- 
wina, the pure, lord of purity, praise, adoration, satisfaction, and 
laud; to Fradat-fshu and Zantuma, the pure, lord of purity, 
praise, etc. 

2. To Asha-vahista and the fire (the son) of Ahura-Mazda, 
satisfaction, etc. As it is, etc. 

3. 4. To Ahura-Mazda, etc. (Yacna lxx. 3-9, as in Gab 1.) 

5. Rapithwina, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. The Gatha 
Ahunavaiti, the pure, mistress of purity, we praise. The Gatha 
Ustavaiti, the pure, mistress of purity, we praise. The Gatha 
Qpenta-main}m, the pure, mistress of purity, we praise. The 
Gatha Vohu-Khshathra, the pure, mistress of purity, we praise. 
The Gatha Vahistoisti, the pure, mistress of purity, we praise. 

6. Fradat-fshu, and Zantuma, the pure, lord of purity, we 
praise. Fshusha-manthra we praise. The right-spoken speech 
we praise. The victorious, which destroys the Daevas, we praise. 
The waters and lands we praise, the trees and the heavenly 
Yazatas we praise, who grant blessings, the pure, the Amesha- 
gpentas, praise we, the pure. 

7. The good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure we praise. 
The points of Asha-vahista % we praise. The greatest Maiithras, 

♦ Aiwyaoiihatia, or “ binding,” is the later Ku^ti. See Xote to Yasht 1, 25. 

f The Protectors of the time Rapithwina are Asha-vahista, the Fire—Fradat-fshu, 
the inereascr of cattle—and Zantuma, the protector of confederacies. 

{ The tradition makes Asha-vahista =Ardibehcst. Perhaps “the points” arc the 
Manthras, etc., in the subsequent part of the verse, but the whole passage is difficult 
and obscure. 
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the greatest as to works, the greatest as to fulfilling, the greatest 
as to manifest works, the greatest as to the attainment of the 
Mazdayacnian law, we praise. 

8. That assembly and meeting of the Amesha-qpentas we 
praise, which is prepared in the height of heaven, for the praise 
and adoration of Zahtuma, the lord. Zahtuma, the pure, lord of 
purity, we praise. 

9. Asha-vahista and the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, we 
praise. 

10. 11. Thee, the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, the pure, lord 
of purity, we praise. This Barecma, etc. (as in Gah 1, 9 ff.). 

12. Yatha ahu vairyo (2). Offering, praise, strength, might, 
implore I for Asha-vahista and the fire (the son) of Ahura-Mazda. 
Ashem-vohu.—To Him belongs brightness, etc. (as in Gah 1). 

3. GAH UZ1REN.* 

1. Satisfaction to Ahura-Mazda. Ashem-vohu (3).—I confess 
(myself) a Mazdayagnian, a follower of Zarathustra, an adver¬ 
sary of the Daevas, devoted to belief in Ahura. To Uzayeirina, 
the pure, lord of purity, for. praise, adoration, satisfaction, and 
exaltation. To Fradat-vira, and Daqyuma, the pure, lord of 
purity, for praise, etc. 

2. Satisfaction to the great lord, the Navel of the Waters, and 
the water created by Mazda, etc. As it is, etc. 

3. 4. To Ahura-Mazda, etc. 

5. Uzayeirina, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. Zaota, the 
pure, lord of purity, we praise. Havanan, the pure, lord of 
purity, we praise. Atarevakhsha, the pure, lord of purity, we 
praise. Frabereta, the pure, lord of purity, praise we. Aberet, 
the pure, lord of purity, praise we. Acuata, the pure, lord of 
purity, praise we. Raethwiskara, the pure, lord of purity, praise 
we. Qraoshavareza, the pure, lord of purity, praise we v 

0. Fradat-vira, and Daqyuma, the pure, lord of purity, praise 
we. The Stars, the Moon, the Sun, the Lights, praise we. 
The Lights without a beginning we praise. The brightness of the 
precepts t we praise, which are the annihilation of the wicked 
man. 

7. The manifest acts of the pure, lords of purity, we praise. 
The later instruction J we praise. The openly working pure, 
lords of purity, we praise, by day and by night, with gifts which 
are offered in prayer, for praise and adoration to Daqyuma the 
lord. Daqyuma, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. 

* With the time Uzayeirina arc associated: the Navel of the Waters ( Apa'nrn - 
naput), Fradat-vira, the preserver of mankind, and Daqyuma, the protector of the 
district. 

t Cf. Yispercd xxi. 4. + Obscure: The Guz. Tr. has “the higher justice.” 
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8. The great lord, possessing women, shining, the Navel of 
the Waters, having swift horses,* we praise. The water, created 
by Mazda, we praise. 

9, 10. Thee, the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, the pure, lord 
of purity, we praise. This Barecma, etc. (as above 1, 9). 

11. Yatha ahu vairyo (2).—Offering, praise, strength, might, 
I implore for the great lord, the Navel of the Waters, the water 
created by Mazda. Ashem-vohu, etc. (as in Gall 1). 


4. GAII AIWIQRUTHREMA.f 

1. Satisfaction to Ahura-Mazda. Ashem-vohu (3).—I confess 
(myself) a Mazdayacnian, a follower of Zarathustra, an adver- 
sary of the Daevas, devoted to belief in Ahura : to Aiwicruthrema 
Aibigaya, the pure, lord of purity, for praise, adoration, satisfac¬ 
tion, and laud; to Fradat-vigpanm-hujyaiti and Zarathustrotema, 
the pure, lord of purity, praise, etc. 

2. Satisfaction to the Fravashis of the pure, and to the women 
who have troops of men, and the yearly good dwelling; and to 
the well-created strength, beautiful, to Victory and the smiting 
that comes from above, praise, etc. As it is, etc. (as above). 

3. 4. To Ahura-Mazda, etc. (as above). 

5. Aiwicruthrema, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. Aibi¬ 
gaya, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. Thee, the fire, the 
son of Ahura-Mazda, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. The 
stone mortars, lords of purity, we praise. The iron mortars, 
lords of purity, we praise. This Barecma with offering and 
binding, bound in holiness, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. 
Water and trees we praise. Perfection for the souls we praise, 
the pure lords of purity. 

6. Fradat-vicpahm-hujyaiti, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. 
Zarathustra, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. The Marithra- 
9 penta, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. The pure Soul of 
the Bull, Mistress of purit} T , we praise. Zarathustrotema, the 
pure, lord of purity, we praise. Zarathustra, the pure, lord of 
purity, we praise. 

7. The pure Priests, lords of purity, we praise. The pure 
Warriors, lords of purity, we praise. The active pure Husband¬ 
men, lords of purity, we praise. The pure lords of the house, 
lords of purity, we praise. The pure lords of the clan, lords of 
purity, we praise. The pure lords of the confederacy, lords of 

* Cf. Ya^na ii. 21. 

t The time Aiwicruthrema is under the especial care of the Fravashis, with whom 
are associated Victory, the Stroke from on High, Fradat-vi^panm-hujyaitis (worldly 
prosperity), and Zarathustrfttema, the protector of the priests. 
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purity, we praise. The pure lords of the region, lords of purity, 
we praise. 

3. The youth who thinks good, speaks good, does good, belongs 
to the good law, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. The youth, 
the speaker of prayers,* the pure, lord of purity, we praise. 
Him who marries amongst relations, the pure, lord of purity, we 
praise. Him who wanders through the region,f the pure, lord of 
purity, we praise. The willing worshipper, the pure, lord of 
purity, we praise. The mistress of the house, the pure, mistress 
of purity, we praise. 

9. The pure woman we praise, who especially thinks good, 
speaks good, does good, lets herself be ruled well, obeys the 
master, the pure : Qpenta-armaiti, and what else are Thy women, 
0 Ahura-Mazda. The pure man we praise, who especially thinks 
good, speaks and acts, who knows the faith, does not know sins, 
through whose deeds the worlds increase in purity, for offering 
and adoration to Zarathustrotema. Zarathustrotema, the pure, 
lord of purity, we praise. 

10. The good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure, we praise. 
The women who have an assembly of men we praise. The 
yearly good dwelling we praise. Strength, the well-formed, 
beautiful, we praise. Victory, created by Ahura, we praise. The 
smiting that comes from above we praise. 

11. 12. Thee, 0 Fire, etc. (as in 1, 9). 

13. Yatha ah it vairyo (2). Offering, praise, strength, might, 
implore I for the Fravashis of the pure, for the women who have 
troops of men, for the yearly good dwelling, for strength, the 
well-formed, beautiful, for the victory which comes from Ahura, 
for the smiting which comes from above. 

Ashem-vohu, etc. 

5. USAIIIN4 

1. Satisfaction to Ahura-Mazda. Ashem-vohu (3). ^confess 
(myself) a Mazdaya§nian, a follower of Zarathustra, an adver¬ 
sary of the Daevas, devoted to belief in Ahura : To Ushahina, 
the pure, lord of purity, for praise, etc., to Berejya, and Nmanya 
the pure, lord of purity, praise, etc. 

2. Satisfaction to Qraosha, the holy, sublime, victorious, who 
advances the world, and to Kashnu, the most upright, and Arstat, 
who furthers the world, increases the world, praise, etc. As it 
is, etc. 

* Cf. Yispercd, iii. 18. 

f So I now translate tlie word in preference to my former rendering in Yispered, 
iii. 19. 

+ The time Ushahina is under the peculiar eare of Craosha, the Heavenly Watcher, 
with whom arc Berejya (who presides over the increase of corn), and Nmanya (the 
genius who attends to the prosperity of families). 
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3, 4. To Ahura-Mazda, etc. 

5. Ushahina, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. The fair 
morning-dawn we praise. The dawn we praise, the brilliant, 
with brilliant horses, which thinks of men, which thinks of 
heroes, which is provided with brightness, with dwellings. The 
dawn we praise, the rejoicing, provided with swift steeds, which 
floats over the earth, consisting of seven Keshvars. That dawn 
we praise. Ahura-Mazda, the pure, Lord of purity, we praise. 
Vohu-mauo we praise. Asha-vakista we praise. Kkshathra- 
vairya we praise. Qpenta-armaiti we praise. 

6. Berejya, the pure, lord of purity, we praise, out of longing 
for the blessing of purity, from longing for the good Mazda- 
yacnian law, for praise and adoration to the lord Nmanya. 
Nmanya, the pure, lord of purity, we praise. 

7. Craoska, the holy, beautiful, victorious, advancing the 
world, pure, lord of purity, we praise. Kashnu, the most up¬ 
right, we praise. Arstat, who advances the world, who increases 
the world, we praise. 

8. 9. Thee, the fire, etc. 

10. Yatha ahu vairyo (2). Offering, praise, strength, might, 
implore I for Qraosha, the holy, sublime, victorious, who ad¬ 
vances the world, and Easlmu the most upright, and Arstat who 
advances the world, increases the world. Ashem-voku, etc. 

XVII. (1) OKMAZD-YASHT* 

In the name of God , Ormazd , the lord of Increasing . May 
the Creator Onnazd increase in great brilliancy; the Bright , 
the Majestic , Heavenly of the Heavenhj y may He the Highest 
come {to our help). 

Of all sins I repent , etc . 

I praise with good thoughts, etc. (Yagna xii.) 

I confess (myself), etc., for praise to Ahura-Mazda, the Shin¬ 
ing, Majestic, satisfaction, etc.f 

1. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda! Heavenly, 
Holy, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

2. What is the mightiest of the Mantkra Qpenta, what the 
most victorious, what the most majestic, what that which most 
brings fulfilment to prayers, what the most victoriously smiting, 
what the most healing, what most torments the tormentings of 
the Daevas and (evil) men, what is of the whole corporeal world 
the most helpful to me, what is that of the whole corporeal 
world which most purifies the inward parts ? 

3. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : [As to] Our Names, the 

* The Ormazd-Yasht was to be recited especially at the time Havani. 

f This introduction is common to aU tho Yashts, and consists of passages which 
occur elsewhere. 
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Amesha-epentas, 0 holy Zaratliustra, that is the mightiest of the 
Mahthra- 9 penta, that the most victorious, that the most majes¬ 
tic, that that which most brings fulfilment to prayers, that the 
most victoriously smiting, that the most healing, that inflicts 
most torments on the Daevas and (wicked) men, that is of the 
whole corporeal world the most helpful from me, that it is of the 
whole corporeal world which most purifies the inward parts. 

4. Then spake Zarathustra : Tell me then the Name, 0 pure 
Ahura-Mazda, which is Thy greatest, best, and fairest, which is 
most efficacious for prayers, the most victoriously smiting and 
the most healing, which most torments the torments of the Daevas 
and the (wicked) men. 

5. That I also may torment all Daevas and (wicked) men, 
that I may torment all sorcerers and Pairikas, that no one may 
torment me, neither Daeva, nor man, nor sorcerer, nor Pairika. 

C. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : My Name is : The to be 
questioned, 0 pure Zarathustra; the second : the Gatherer;* the 
third : the Spreader abroad ; the fourth : Best Purity ; the fifth : 
All good things created by Mazda which have a pure origin ; the 
sixth: I am the Understanding; the seventh: I am Endowed 
with understanding; the eighth: I am Wisdom; the ninth: I 
am Endowed with Wisdom; the tenth: I am the Increaser; 
the eleventh: I am Endowed with Increase; the twelfth : the 
Lord; the thirteenth: the Most Profitable; the fourteenth: He 
who is without harm; the fifteenth: the Steadfast; the six¬ 
teenth : the Reckoner of service ;f the seventeenth: the All- 
observing; the eighteenth : the Healing; the nineteenth : that I 
am the Creator; the twentieth : that I bear the Name Mazda. 

7. Praise me, Zarathustra, day and night with gifts which are 
brought hither midst prayers. 

8. I will come to thee for protection and joy, I who am Ahura- 
Mazda ; there shall come to thee for protection and joy: the good 
Qraosha, the holy : there shall come to thee for protection and joy: 
Water, trees, and the Fravashis of the pure. 

9. If thou wishest, 0 Zarathustra, thou mayest torment these 
torments of the Daevas and men, of the sorcerers and Pairikas, 
of the Qathras, Kavis and Karapanas 

10. Of the destructive two-legged, of the two-legged Ashein- 
aogas.^ 

♦ Ahura-Mazda is called “the Gatherer,” because lie created mankind and 
animals and plants, and gathered them together upon the face of the earth. 

f Ahura-Mazda is called “ the Reckoner of service,” because lie takes account of 
the actions of mankind for the purpose of reward or punishment. 

J Cf. Ya^na ix. Gl. According to Tradition, the Cut hr as are tyrants, the Kavis 
men who neither can nor will see anything good in the creation of Ahura-Mazda, 
and the Karapas are those who will not hear the precepts of Ahura-Mazda. 

§ The Tradition makes the Ashtmaogas to be those who stir up strife amongst 
men and deceive them. 
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11. The wolf with four feet, the hosts consisting of many foes, 
with many banners, with high banners, with uplifted banners, 
carrying a wounded banner.* 

12. These Names preserve, (and) utter them day and night. 

13. I am the Protector, I am the Creator, I am the Nourisher, 
I am the Knowing, J am the Holiest Heavenly One. 

14. My name is : The Healing; my name is : The Most Heal¬ 
ing ; my*name is : The Priest; my name is : The Most Priestly; 
my name is: God(Ahura); my name is: Great Wise One (Mazda); 

15. My name is: The Pure; my name is : The Purest; I am 
called, The Majestic ; I am called The Most Majestic; 

16. I am called, The Much-seeing; I am called, The Most 
Much-seeing ;f I am called, The Far-seeing; I am called, The 
Most Far-seeing; 

17. I am called, The Watcher; I am called, The Desirer;J 
I am called, The Creator; I am called, The Protector; I am 
called, The Nourisher; I am called, The Knower; I am called, 
The Most Knowing; 

18. I am called, The Augmenter; I am called, Possessing 
increasing Manthras;§ I am called, The Ruler at Will; I am 
called, The Most Ruling at Will; 

19. I am called, The Ruling with Name ; || I am called. The 
Most Ruling with Name; I am called, The Not to be Deceived; 
I am called, The Undeceived ; 

20. I am called, The Protecting; I am called, The Tormentor 
of Torment; I am called, The Smiting here;H I am called, The 
All-smiting; I am called, The All-creating; 

21. I am called,The All-Majestic; I am called, Endued with much 
Majesty; I am called, The Very Majestic; I am called, Endued 
with Very Great Majesty; I am called, The Effecting-profit; 1 
am called, The Working-gain; I am called, The Profitable; 

22. I am called, The Strong; I am called, The Most Profit¬ 
able; I am called, The Pure; 1 am called. The Great; 

23. I am called, The Kingly ; I am called, The Most Kingly; 
I am called, The Well-wise ; 1 am called, The Well-wisest; I am 
called, The Far-seeing.** 

24. These my names—he who in the corporeal world, 0 holy 
Zarathustra, maintains and speaks these my names: 

* That is, the hosts who are under the banner seek to wound. 

f That is, I see more than the other Yazatas. 

j That is, because I desire good for My creatures. 

| Fshusha-manthra. Cf. Vispered i. 18. 

|| That is, ruling under Mine own Name. H Or, perhaps, The Smiting Once. 

** The number of Names here given is seventy-Jive, but, according to the Farsees, 
it should be seventy-two , which is a sacred number with them. As most of the MSS. 
omit the Name u Endued with Very Great Majesty,” in verse 21, and the thirteenth 
and eighteenth Names are repeated in verses 14 and 22, the difference is easily 
accounted for.— Translator . 
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25. By day and night, standing or sitting, sitting or standing, 
girt with the Aiwyaonhana,* * * § or drawing off the Aiwyaonhana, 

26. Going forwards out of the house, going forwards out of 
the* confederacy, going forwards out of the region, coming into 
a; region, t 

27. Such a man the points of the Drukhs-souled, proceeding 
from Aeshma, will not injure in that day or that night, not the 
slings, not the arrows, not knives, not clubs, the missiles will not 
penetrate, (and) he be injured. 

28. And on account of accepting (it) the same take upon 
themselves with names to be a support and wall against the 
invisible Drukhs, the Varenian, wicked. 

29. Against the striving to hurt, greedy of revenge, all slay¬ 
ing, wholly evil Aiira-mainyus. 

80. Like as a thousand men can control one single man.— 

31. Who is the victoriously smiting? etc. (Vacua xliii. 16). 

32. Praise to the kingly majesty, praise to Airyana-vaeja, 
praise to the profit created by Ahura-Mazda, praise to the water 
Daitya, praise to the water Ardvi-cura the pure, praise to the 
whole world of purity. 

33. Yatha ahu vairyo (10). Ashem-vohu (10). The Ahuna- 
vairya praise we. Asha-vahista, the fairest Ainesha-cpenta, 
praise we. Strength, might, power, victoriousness, and strength, 
praise we. Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, praise we. 

34. Protect the kinsmen evermore, 0 Zaratkustra, from the 
hostile evil-minded. % 

35. Do not abandon the friend to the stroke, not to the endur¬ 
ing of evil, not to the touching of harm. 

86. Do not wish a gift for the man who, instead of the great¬ 
est offering, offers us the least; of that which is to be offered, 
complete praise for us, the Amesha-cpentas.^ 

37. Here is Vohu-mano, my creature, 0 Zarathustra; Asha- 
vahista, my creature, 0 Zarathustra; Khshathra-vairya, my crea¬ 
ture, 0 Zarathustra; Qpenta-armaiti, my creature, 0 Zarathustra; 
here are Haurvat and Aineretat, my creatures, 0 Zarathustra, 
which are a reward for the pure who attain to ineorporealitA r . || 

38. Know also how it (is), 0 pure Zarathustra: through 

* The Aiivyuoiihano is the later Kugti, or religious girdle. (See note to p. 4.) 
In the A vesta the word is generally used of the binding the Bart^ma. 

f The Ormazd-Yasht was to be recited on arriving at a strange place. 

+ The remainder of the chapter, from this verse, is not considered by the Parsecs, 
as belonging properly to the Ormazd-Yasht, but rather to tbe Bahman-Yasht. If so, 
it must havo been a different Bahman-Yasht from that which we possess in Iluzvfiresh, 
as well as in Zend. 

§ The meaning seems to be, that a man must expeet no gifts who, in return for 
the blessings bestowed upon him, endeavours to acquit himself of his duties in the 
easiest and least costly manner. 

[j The Guj. Tr. refers this to the state of men before birth. 
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My wisdom, through which was the beginning of the world, so 
also its end shall be. 

39. A thousand remedies, ten thousand remedies (3). Come 
to my help, 0 Mazda. —To strength, the well-created, beautiful, 
and the victory created by Mazda, and the smiting w 7 hich comes 
from above, and Qpenta-armaiti. 

40. 0 Qpenta-armaiti ! smite their torments, surround their 
understanding, bind their hands, summer and winter smite, 
restrain the hinderers. 

41. When, 0 Mazda, will the pure smite the wicked, when the 
pure the Drukhs, when the pure the evil ? 

42. The understanding of Ahura-Mazda we praise, to lay hold 
of the Mahthra-cpenta. The understanding of Ahura-Mazda we 
praise, to maintain the Mahthra-cpenta in remembrance. The 
tongue of Ahura-Mazda we praise, to be able to utter the 
Mahthra-cpenta. This mountain praise we, Ushi-darena, be¬ 
stowing understanding, day and night, with gifts brought amidst 
prayers. 

43. Then spake Zarathustra : I come to you, the eyes of 
Qpenta-armaiti, who annihilate what is desert in the earth, to 
hunt the wicked. 

44. The Fravashi of that pure man I praise, who bears the 
name of Agmo-qanvao.* More than the other pure will 1 here¬ 
after praise as a Believer, Gaokercna, the strong, created by 
Mazda. Gaokercna, the strong, created by Mazda, we praise. 
The understanding of Ahura-Mazda we praise, to inculcate in the 
Mahthra-cpenta. The understanding of Ahura-Mazda we praise, 
to maintain the Mahthra-cpenta. The tongue of Ahura-Mazda 
we praise, to be able to utter the Mahthra-cpenta. The moun¬ 
tain Ushi-darena, which bestows understanding, we praise by day 
and night, with gifts brought amidst prayers. 

Ashem-vohu.—The Fravashi, etc. (as above.) Wisdom praise I. 
Qpenta-armaiti praise 1. The purity of these gifts, and the 
purity of the pure, former, who belong to the pure creatures. 
To him belongs brightness, etc. 


XVIII (2). YASIIT OF THE SEVEN AMSHASPANDS. 

In the name of God , the Lord Ormazd , the Increaser. May 
the seven Amshaspands increase to great brilliancy , may they come . 
— Of all my sins , etc. 

Satisfaction, etc. I confess myself, etc. 


* It is not known who this personage was. The name occurs also in Yasht 24, 
v. 96, and Yasht 38, v. 37. 
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1. To* Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, to the Arnesha- 
gpentas, to Vohu-mano, to the peace which smites victoriously, 
which is placed over other creatures, to the heavenly under¬ 
standing created by Ahura-Mazda, to the understanding heard 
with the ears, created by Mazda: 

2. To Asha-vahista, the fairest, to Airyama-ishya,+ the strong, 
created by Mazda, to Qaoka the good, gifted with far-seeing 
eyes, created by Mazda, pure, to Khshathra-vairya, the metal, 
to charity which feeds the beggars: 

3. To the good Qpenta-armaiti, to skilfulness, the good, gifted 
with far-seeing eyes, created by Mazda, pure, to Haurvat the 
lord, to the yearly good dwelling, to the years, the lords of 
purity, to Ameretat, the lord, to fullness which concerns the 
cattle, to the corn which belongs to horses, to Gaokerena, the 
strong, created by Mazda : 

4. (Gall Havani)—To Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, 
has a thousand ears and ten thousand eyes, who has a named 
name, the Yazata ; to Rama-qactra—(Gall Rapitan) ; to Asha- 
vahista, and to the fire, (the son) of Ahura-Mazda,—(Gah 
Uziren) : to the great lord, the Navel of the Waters, to the 
■water created by Mazda : 

5. (Gah Aiw^ruthrema)—To the Fravashis of the pure, and 
to the women who have a congregation of men, to the yearly 
good dwelling, to strength, the well-created, beautiful, to victory 
created by Mazda, to the smiting which comes from on high. 
(Gah Usbahina)—To Qraosha, endued with holy blessing, vic¬ 
torious, who advances the world, to Rashnu, the most upright, 
and to Arstat, who advances the world, increases the world : 
Khshnaothra, etc. 

6. Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, praise we. The 
Amesha 9 pentas, the good, wise kings, praise we. The 
Amesha- 9 penta Vohu-anano, praise we. Peace, the victo¬ 
riously smiting, praise we, which is set above other creatures. 
The heavenly understanding, created by Mazda, praise we.' The 
understanding which is heard with the ears, created by Mazda, 
praise we. 

7. Asha-vahista, the fairest Amesha- 9 penta, praise we. The 
Airyama-ishya, praise we; the Strong, created by Mazda, praise 
we. Qaoka, the good, gifted with far-seeing eyes, created by 
Mazda, pure, we praise. Khshathra-vairya, the Amesha- 9 penta, 
praise we. Metal praise we. Charity, which feeds the poor, 
praise we. 

* [All the names invoked in this and the following verses are in the dative case, 
and governed by Khshnaothra at the end of the fifth verse. Instead of the preposi¬ 
tion to we might use for , which would be closer to the German fiir, but I prefer the 
simple dative, as being neurer to the original Zend.] 

t Airyama-ishya is the prayer in Ya^na liii. which commences with those words. 
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8. The good Qpenta-armaiti praise we. The good skilfulness, 
gifted with far-seeing eyes, created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 
Haurvat, the Amesha-gpenta, praise we. The yearly good 
dwelling praise we. The years, the pure lords of purity, praise 
w r e. The Amesha-gpenta Ameretat praise we. Fatness which 
belongs to the herds, praise we. Fodder which belongs to the 
horses, praise we. Gaokerena, the strong, created by Mazda, 
praise we. 

9. (Gah Ilavani)—Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, a 
thousand ears and ten thousand eyes, has a named name, the 
Yazata, praise we. Rama-qaetra praise we.—(Gah Rapitan.) 
Asha-vahista and the fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, praise we.— 
(Gah Uziren)—The great lord, the kingly, brilliant, the Navel 
of the Waters, gifted with strong horses, praise we. Water 
created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 

10. (Gah Aiwicruthrema)—The good, strong Fravashis of the 
pure, praise we. The w r omen possessing an assembly of men 
praise we. The yearly good dwelling praise we. Strength, the 
well-created, beautiful, praise we. Victory, created by Mazda, 
praise we. The smiting which comes from above praise we.— 
(Gah Ushahina) — Qraosha, the holy, beautiful, victorious, 
advancing the world, pure, lord of purity, praise we. Rashnu, 
the justest, praise we. Arstat, who furthers the world, who 
increases the world, praise we. 

11. May the sorcerers, Zarathustra, smite the Daevas and men 
who (are) in the house. Always, 0 holy Zarathustra, smite 
every Drukhs, drive away every Drukhs, till they are terrified 
at these words. 

12. To thy body cleave they, thy priests smite they—Priest 
and Warrior—so that he becomes altogether disobedient through 
the strength of those to be driven away. 

13. He who takes for his protection the seven Amesha-cpentas, 
the good kings, the wise—(the virtuous Mazdayagnian law, which 
has the body of a horse, the water created by Mazda, praise we). 

14. May he renounce the storming up and the storming away,* 
0 Zarathustra; may he renounce the up-and-away-storming, 0 
Zarathustra, against Vohu-mano, against the more manifest 
driving away, slaying, and annihilation of prayers. 

15. A hundred, hundred-fold drag they (else) out (and) away 
like a bound one the Mazdayagnian law of the Fravashis (?) 
through the power of the to-be-driven-away. 

Ashem-vohu, Yatha ahii vairyo (2). I implore praise, 
adoration, strength, and might, for Ahura-Mazda, etc. (as 
above, v. 1-5 to), increases the world. Ashem-vohu (3), 

* Who the “ storming up,” etc., are is not known; but of course they belong to 
the creation of Ahra-mainyus. 
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XIX. ( 3 ). YASHT ARDIBIHIST * 

In the name , etc. May the Amshaspand Ardibihist increase in 
great majesty , may he come. Of all my sins , etc. 

To Asha-vahista, the fairest, to Airyama-ishya, to strength 
created by Mazda, to Qaoka the good, endowed with far-seeing 
eyes, created by Mazda, pure, be satisfaction, etc. Asha-vahista, 
the fairest Amesha-cpenta, praise we. Airyama-ishya praise 
we. Strength created by Mazda praise we. Qaoka, the good, 
endued with far-seeing eyes, created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 

1. Ahura-Mazda spake to the holy Zarathustra: As to what 
then belongs to the assistance of Asha-vahista, 0 holy Zara¬ 
thustra, (so is he) Psalmist, Zaota, Praiser, Eeader, Offerer, 
Lauder, Celebrator of good, effecting that the bright lights shine 
for the praise and adoration of us, Amesha-cpentas.t 

2. Then spake Zarathustra : Speak the words, the true words, 
0 Ahura-Mazda, how are the succours % of Asha-vahista become 
as Singer, Zaota, Praiser, Reader, Offerer, Lauder, Celebrator of 
good, effecting that the good lights may shine to the praise and 
adoration of you, Amesha-gpentas ? 

3. I will praise Asha-vahista : if I praise Asha-vahista, then 
praise I him as the helper of the other Amesha-gpentas, whom 
Mazda protects through good thoughts, whom Mazda protects 
through good works, whom Mazda protects through good words. 

4. To the pure man belongs Oaro-nemana, none of the wicked 
can approach to Garo-nemana, to the dwelling pure in joy, 
manifest, Ahura-Mazda. 

5. He (Asha-vahista) smites all the sorcerers and Tairikas be¬ 
longing to Anra-mainyus through Airyama,§(which is) thegreatest 
of the Manthras, the best of the Maiithras, the fairest of the 
Manthras, the most fairest of the Manthras, the strong of the 
Manthras, the strongest of the Manthras, the fast among the 
Maiithras, the fastest among the Maiithras, the victorious among 
the Maiithras, the most victorious among the Maiithra's, the 
healing among the Manthras, the most healing among the 
Manthras. 

G. He it is who is healing with purity, healing with the law, 
healing with knives, healing with plants, healing with Manthras; 
with the best medicaments heals he who heals with the Manthra- 


* The Yasht Ardibihist may be recited every day at the times Havani, Rapith- 
winai, and Aiwi<,*ruthr£ma. 

f Asha-vahista is the Genius of Fire and the most powerful of the Am£sha- 
Cpentas. Light and Fire terrify all evil beings. 

t Neither succours nor assistances arc used in English in the plural; but since the 
Zend is in the plural there is no help for it. 

$ Prayers, in the Avcsta, are constantly regarded as spiritual weapons. 
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cpenta, who heals the pure man with charms, for he is the most 
healing of medicaments.* 

7. Sickness runs away, death runs away, the Daevas run 
away, the oppositions run away, Ashemaoga, the impure, runs 
away, the sinful hostile man runs away. 

8. Those who spring from the seed of the serpents run away, 
those who spring from the wolves run away, those who spring from 
the (evil) two-legged beings run away, contempt runs away, 
haughtiness t runs away, fever runs away, cruelty runs away, 
quarrelsomeness runs away, the evil eye runs away. 

9. The lying, very false, speech runs away; Jahi,} allied to 
sorcerers, runs away ; the wicked harlot runs aw r ay, the wind 
which comes straight from the north runs away, the wind which 
comes straight from the north is utterly undone. 

10. Who (Asha-vahista) smites for me of these those who 
spring from the seed of the serpents, of these Daevas a thousand 
times a thousand, ten thousand times ten thousand, he smites 
sickness, he smites death, he smites the Daevas, he smites the 
oppositions, he smites the impure Ashemaoga, he smites the 
hostile men. 

11. lie smites those who spring from the seed of the serpents : 
he smites those who spring from the seed of the wolves; he smites 
those who spring from (wicked) two-legged beings; he smites 
contempt, he smites haughtiness, he smites the fever, he smites 
cruelty, he smites quarrelsomeness, he smites the evil eye. 

12. He smites the lying, very false speech; he smites Jahi, 
possessing sorcerers; he smites the whore, the wicked; he smites 
the wind which comes direct from the north; the wind which 
comes direct from the north is undone. 

13. Who (Asha-vahista) smites for me of these those who 
spring from the seed of the (wicked) two-legged (beings), w r hich 
smites of these Daevas a thousand times a thousand, ten thou¬ 
sand times ten thousand, whilst there looks on in the front the 
most lying of the Daevas, Anra-mainyus, who is full of death. 

14. Then spake Anra-mainyus: Of these my beings will Asha- 
vahista smite the most violent of the sicknesses, will torment 
the most violent of the sicknesses; will torment the most 
violent of the bringers of death ; will smite the most violent 
of the Daevas, torment the fiercest of the Daevas; smite the 
fiercest of the oppositions, torment the fiercest of the oppositions ; 
smite Ashemaoga the impure, torment Ashemaoga the impure ; 
smite the most hostile of hostile men, torment the most hostile 
of hostile men. 

* Cf. Vendidad vii. 120, which passage is no doubt an interpolation from this. 

f As is frequently the case in the Avesta, abstract conceptions, such as contempt, 
haughtiness, etc., are regarded as personified beings and Drujas. 

+ Jahi is the demon of lewdness. 


30 


KHORDAH-A VESTA. 


15. Of those who spring from the seed of the serpents will he 
smite the fiercest, torment the fiercest; of those who spring from the 
seed of the wolves will he smite the fiercest, torment the fiercest; 
of those who spring from the seed of the (wicked) two-legged 
(beings) will he smite the fiercest, torment the fiercest. He will 
smite contempt, he will torment contempt; smite haughtiness, 
torment haughtiness; he will smite the fiercest of the fevers, 
torment the fiercest; he will smite the fiercest of the cruelties, 
torment the fiercest; he will smite the fiercest of the quarrellings, 
torment the fiercest; he will smite the most evil of the evil eyes, 
torment the most evil. 

16. The most lying, falsest speech will he smite ; the most 
lying, falsest speech will he torment. Jahi, provided with sor¬ 
cerers, will he smite ; Jahi, provided with sorcerers, will he 
torment. The wicked harlot will he smite, the wicked harlot 
will he torment. The wind which comes direct from the north 
will he smite, the wind wiiich comes direct from the north will 
he torment. 

17. Ruined will be the Drukhs, perish will the Drukhs, run 
from thence will the Drukhs, disappear will the Drukhs, go 
away to the north to the world of death. For the sake of his 
fullness and brightness, w r e praise this Asha-vahista, the fairest 
of the Amesha-gpentas, with gifts : Asha-vahista, the fairest 
Amesha-gpenta, praise we. With Haoma, etc. Yatha ah ft. 
vairyo.—I implore, etc. To Asha-vahista, etc. (As at the com¬ 
mencement). Ashem-vohu.—To him belongs, etc. 

XX ( 4 ). YASHT KHORDAT.* 

In the name , etc . May the Amshaspand Khordat increase in 
great brilliancy , may he come. Of all my sins , etc. 

Khshnaothra for Haurvat, the lord, for the yearly good 
dwelling, for the years' the lords of purity, etc. 

The Amesha-gpenta Haurvat, praise we. The yearly good 
dwelling praise we. The years, the pure, lords of purity, praise 
we. 

1. Ahura-Mazda spake to the holy Zarathustra: I have created 
for the pure men these rejoicings, purifyings, peculiar properties 
of Haurvat. These grant we (to him) of Thine, who comes 
to the Amesha-gpentas as one comes to the Amesha-cpcntas: to 
Volm-mano, to Asha-vahista, to Khshathra-vairya, to Qpenta- 
armaiti, to Haurvat and Ameretat. 

* This Yasht may be recited at any time, but more especially on the day Khordad , 
at the time Ushahina. Tho MSS. of this little piece are very corrupt, and the trans¬ 
lation, in manv places, is doubtful. I have followed a Bombay edition, which dilTers 
from most of the MSS. 
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2. He who against these Daevas, the thousand times a thou¬ 
sand, the ten thousand times ten thousand, the countless times 
countless, utters the name of Haurvat (especially), of the Amesha- 
gpentas, he smites the Nagu, he smites the Ilashi, he smites the 
Bashi, he smites Qaeni, he smites the Buji.* * * § 

3. Therefore say I to him (the name) as the first: to the pure 
man before that of the Bashnu-razista, before that of the Amesha- 
gpentas. Whichever are the strong names of the heavenly Ya- 
zatas, which purify the pure man : 

4. From the Nacu, from Ilashi, from Bashi, from Qaeni, from 
Buji, from the hosts of many foes, from the banners uplifted by 
many, from the men with evil hostility, from the naked dagger, 
from hostility to men, from sorcerers, from the Pairika, 
Urvagta.f 

5. How does one separate one's self from the path of the pure, 
how from that of the wicked? Then answered Ahura-Mazda: 
If he utters my Manthra, keeps in mind reciting, draws a circle 
uttering, guards his own body.J 

G. I will for thee: every Druja which runs about openly, 
every one which is concealed, every one which pollutes—for 
thee every Druja, for the Arian land will I smite away, for thee 
will I bind the Druja with cords (?), I will curse away the 
Drujas.^ 

7. I will say to the pure man, he shall draw three circles, 
right, round circles shall he draw, round will I say to the pure 
man, nine circles shall he draw, nine say I to the pure man. 

8. The names of these Amesha-cpenta3 smite the Nagu with 
a knife, smitten, destroyed in seed and relations, dead (is it). 
Zaratliustra, the Zaota (free) from the evil-minded, according to 
his own desire and will, as it is ever his will, 

9. Will at Sun-rise smite the North region, this (Sun) will, 
when not risen, || drive away the Nagu with stretched out 
weapons, with hard death, for praise and for satisfaction for the 
heavenly Yazatas. 

10. Zaratliustra! ma} T est thou teach this Manthra to none 
other than the father, or the son, or the whole brother, or the 
Athrava^f possessed of nourishment, who will order all circles as 
a believer not erring.—For his brightness and majesty praise we 
him with loud praise : The Amesha-cpenta Haurvat praise we. 


* The names of these evil spirits do not oecur elsewhere. [Instead of Bashi, 
Westergaard has Ghsi, with the v. r. Gasi.] 

f [Westergaard has, from the Pairika, from Urva^ti.] 

+ That is, keep it far from impurity. 

§ This verse is difficult and obscure, nor is it clear to whom it is to be assigned. 

[| That is, the Sun will drive away all impurity even before his rising. 

H Cf. Yasht 14, 46. This passage is important as showing that the Avesta was to 
be preserved by tradition in the Priestly families only. . 
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XXI ( 5 ). ABAN-YASHT * 

In the name , etc . May the Queen Ardvigur increase in great 
strength , way *S7^ 0/ a// may sms, etc . 

Satisfaction, etc. I confess myself, etc. To Ardvi-gura, the 
Spotless Water, etc. 

1. Ahura-Mazda spake to the holy Zarathustra :f Praise Me 
her, 0 holy Zarathustra, Ardvi-gura, the pure, the full-flowing, 
healing, rejecting the Daevas, devoted to the law of Ahura, 
the praiseworthy for the corporeal world, the worthy of honour 
for the corporeal world, the pure for those who advance life, the 
pure for those who advance the cattle, the pure for those who 
advance the world, the pure for those who advance the kingdom, 
the pure for the advancers of the region. 

2. Who purifies the seed of all men, who purifies the bodies of 
all women at childbirth, who gives to all women good childbirth, 
who brings to all women fitting and proper milk. 

3. She is the great and far-tamed, who is as great as all the 
(other) waters which hasten away on this earth, which flow 
mightily from Ilukairya the lofty, away to the sea Vouru-kasha. 

4. They purify themselves all (waters) in the great sea Vouru- 
kasha, all the middle ones purify themselves, for she makes them 
flow out, she pours out, Ardvi-cura, the spotless, who has a thou¬ 
sand canals and a thousand channels ; all these canals, all these 
channels are forty days’ journey long for a well-mounted man. 

5. The outflow of this my water alone comes down to all 
Ivareshvars, the seven, and brings from this my water alone 
always thither in summer and winter. This my water purifies 
the seed of men, the bodies of women, the milk of women. 

G. Which I, Ahura-Mazda, maintain upright with good strength, 
for advancement of the dwelling and the clan, the confederacy 
and the region, for protection and shelter, for ruling, overseeing, 
and watching over. 

7. Then went forward Zarathustra (saying), Ardvi-cfira, the 
spotless, (comes) from the Creator Mazda, fair are her arms, 
very shining, greater than horses. With fair will goes forward, 
0 Holy One, the mighty-armed, thinking this in her mind: 

§. “ Who will praise me, who will oiler to me with offerings 
of Ilaoma and flesh, with offerings which are purified and strictly 
sought out, to whom shall I attach myself ,% to the faithful, like- 
minded, offering, well-intentioned ?” 

* This Yasht is to be recited on tlic.day^W« (over which the Water presides), 
and on the days Cpendurmat, Din , sit’d, and Mahre^pand , because these Genii were 
regarded as the helpers of the Water. 

t Verses 1-5 arc identical with Ya(jna lxiv. 1-21. 

X According to the Parse© mythology, the Genii stands in as much need of the 
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9. For Her brightness, for Her Majesty, will I praise Her with 
audible praise, will I praise Her with well-offered offerings, Ardvi- 
cura, the Spotless, with offerings ; thereby art thou called to help, 
thereby well-praised, 0 Ardvi-ciira, Spotless ! through the Ilaoma 
which is (bound) with flesh, with Bareema, with the Manthra which 
gives wisdom to the tongue, with word, with deed, with gifts, with 
right-spoken speech. 

2 . 

10. Praise Me Her, the pure Ardvi^ura, 0 holy Zarathustra, 
etc. (as 1 ff). 

11. Who first conducts the chariot, who holds the reins of the 
chariot, whilst she mightily drives the chariot along, thinking on 
men,* thinking this in mind : “ Who will praise me, who will 
offer to me with offerings of Ilaoma and flesh, with offerings 
purified and exactly sought out, to whom shall I attach myself 
as to the faithful, like-minded, offering, well-meaning V 9 For 
her brightness, for her majesty, etc. 

3. 

12. Praise her, the pure, etc. 

13. Who possesses four draught-cattle, white, all the same 
colour, of like race, great, which torment the torment of all 
Daevas and (bad) men, sorcerers and Pairikas, Qathras, Kaoyas, 
and Karapanas. For her brightness, for her majesty, etc. 

4. 

14. Praise her, the pure, etc. 

15. The strong, brilliant, great, beautiful, whose flowing 
waters come hither by day as by night, namely all the waters 
which flow along on the earth, which hasten away mightily. 
For her brightness, etc. 

5. 

10. Praise her, the pure, etc. 

17. Her praised the Creator, Ahura-Mazda, in Airyana-vaeja, 
of the pure creation, with Haoma which is bound with flesh, with 
Bareema, with the Manthra which gives wisdom to the tongue, 
with word, with deed, with offering, with right-spoken speech. 

18. Then lief prayed her for a favour: “Give Me, 0 good, 
most profitable Ardvi-cura, Spotless, that I may unite myself with 
the son of Pourushac^pa, the pure Zarathustra, so that he may 

assistance of mankind as mankind of the Genii’s; and if the latter do not receive 
the offerings due to them, they become powerless and unable to perform their duties 
aright, unless Ahura-Mazda intervenes, and assists them in supernatural ways. 

* Female occupauts of carriages now-a-days sometimes follow Ardvi-c^ura’s example. 
— Translator. 

t Here, as elsewhere in the Yashts, Ahura-Mazda is represented as requesting the 
assistance of his own Genii, which docs not seem in accordance with the new that 
they derive all their power from Him. 
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think according to the law, speak according to the law, act ac¬ 
cording to the law." 

19. Then afforded Him this favour, Ardvi-cura, the spotless, 
him the ever-bringing offerings, giving, offering, him who prays 
the female giver3 # for a favour. For her brightness, for her 
majesty, etc. 

6 . 

20. Praise her, the pure, etc. 

21. To her offered Haosliyanha, the Paradhata, on the top of 
the mountain, a hundred male horses, a thousand cows, ten 
thousand small-cattle. 

22. Then prayed he her for this favour: Give me, 0 good, 
most profitable Ardvi-cura, Spotless, that I may bear the chief 
rule over all regions, over all Daevas and men, over sorcerers and 
Pairikas, over the Qathras, Kaoyas, and Karapanas; that I may 
smite two-thirds of the wicked Mazanian and Yarenian Daevas. 

23. Ardvi-cura, the spotless, granted him this favour, him 
always bringing gifts, giving offerings, him who prays the female 
givers for a favour. For her brightness, etc. 

7. 

24. Praise her, the pure, etc. 

25. To her offered Yima the brilliant, possessing a good con¬ 
gregation f on the mountain Hukairya, a hundred male horses, 
a thousand cows, ten thousand small-cattle. 

26. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 good, 
most profitable Ardvi-cura, Spotless, that I may be the chiefest 
ruler over all regions, over Daevas and men, over sorcerers and 
Pairikas, over the Qathras, Kaoyas, Karapanas ; that I may 
bring away from J the Daevas both gifts of fortune and profit, 
both of fullness and herds, both food and praise. 

27. Ardvi-cura, the spotless, granted him this favour, him the 
ever-offering gifts, 'giving, offering, praying the female-givers 
for a favour. For her brightness, etc. 

8 . 

28. Praise her, the pure, etc. 

29. To her offered the snake Dahaka with three jaws, in the 
region of Bawri, § a hundred male horses, a thousand cows, 
ten thousand small cattle. 

30. Then prayed he her for this favour : Grant me, 0 good, 
most profitable Ardvi-$ura, Spotless, that I may make the seven 
Kareshvares empty of men. [| 

* See note to Yasht 9, 5. + That is, rich in cattle, and surrounded by a warlike band. 
See note to Ya^na ix. 12-13. % Or, perhaps, “ that I may save from the Daevas,” etc. 

§ Bawri is doubtless Babylon. Cf. Hamza Isfahani, p. 32, cd. Gottwaldt. ' 

|| This is Professor Spiegel’s amended translation. In the text it runs “That I 
may make all immortal,” etc. 
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31. Ardvi-gura, the spotless, did not grant him this favour. 
For her brightness, for her majesty, etc. 

9. 

32. Praise her, etc. 

33. To her offered the offspring of the Athwyanian clan, the 
strong clan, Thraetaona* * * § in Varena, the four cornered, a 
hundred male horses, a thousand cows, ten thousand small 
cattle. 

34. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 good, 
most profitable Ardvi-cura, Spotless, that I may slay the snake 
Dahaka, with three jaws, three stings, six eyes, a thousand 
strengths, the very strong Druj springing from the Daevas, the 
evil of the world, the wicked, whom Arira-mainyus has brought 
hither to the corporeal world as the mightiest Druj for the destruc¬ 
tion of purity in the world. May I, when smiting him, drive 
away those who profit (him), and are bound (to him), those who 
are the fairest in body,—thrust them away, those who (are) in 
the most hidden parts of the world.f 

35. Ardvi-cura, the spotless, granted him this favour, etc. 

10 . 

36. Praise her, etc. 

37. To her offered the manly-minded Kerecagpa, behind Vara 
Pishinaiika,^ a hundred male horses, a thousand cows, ten 
thousand small cattle. 

38. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 good, most 
profitable Ardvi-cura, Spotless, that I may slay Gandarewa the 
golden-heeled, who is a slayer on the shore of the sea Vouru- 
kasha. I will run to the strong dwelling of the wicked one on 
the broad, round, far-to-walk-through (earth). 

39. Ardvi-cura, the spotless, granted him this favour, etc. 

11 . 

40. Praise her, etc. 

41. To her offered the destroying Turanian Fraiiragc,^ in a 
hole in this earth, one hundred male horses, a thousand cows, 
ten thousand small cattle. 

42. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 good, 

* Cf Vendidad i. 68. 

f This passage is very obscure. It seems to contain an allusion to the hiding of 
Dahak under the mountain Demavend. It recurs in Yasht 9, 14 ; and 15, 24. [The 
translator has made an adaptation from the other passages, as being a trifle more in¬ 
telligible. The Zend text is identical in all three eases.] 

X Probably the modern Pishin, or Pishing, in Eastern Sejestan. The River Lora 
flows through this valley, which is about twelve hours' journey broad. Cf . Ritter, 
Asien viii. 165 ff. The traditions place Ke^a^pa aud his family iu Sejestan. 

§ The Afrasiab of Firdtisi. 
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most profitable Ardvi-cura, Spotless, that I may attain the 
majesty which flies into* the midst of the sea Vouru-kasha, 
which is peculiar to those born and yet unborn in the Arian 
region, and which is peculiar to the pure Zarathustra. 

43. Ardvi-cura, the spotless, did not grant him this favour. 
For her brightness, etc. 

12 . 

44. Praise her, etc. 

45. To her offered the agile very brilliant Kava Uc, on the 
mountain Erezifya, a hundred male horses, a thousand cows, 
ten thousand small-cattle. 

46. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 good, 
most profitable Ardvi-cura, Spotless, that I may be chief ruler 
over all regions, over Daevas and men, over sorcerers and 
Pairikas, over Qathras, Kaoyas, and Karapanas. 

47. Ardvi-cura, the spotless, granted him this favour, etc. 

13. 

48. Praise her, etc. 

49. To her offered the valiant uniter of the Arian regions into 
one kingdom : Hucrava,t behind the Vara Chaechacta, deep, 
rich in water, a hundred male horses, a thousand cows, ten 
thousand small-cattle. 

50. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 good, 
most profitable Ardvi-cura, Spotless, that I may be chief ruler 
over all regions, over Daevas and men, over sorcerers and Pair¬ 
ikas, over Qathras, Kaoyas, Karapanas; that I of all the allies 
may first destroy the long obscurity, but not cut down the 
wood which destructive once damaged the understanding of my 
horses.J 

51. Ardvi-cura, the spotless, granted him this favour, etc. 

14. 

52. Praise her, etc. 

53. To her offered the strong Tu^a,^ the warrior, on the back 
of a horse, praying for strength for the team, health for the 
bodies, much power against the tormentors, for victory over the 
evil-minded, for the disappearance from hence of the deadly hos¬ 
tile tormentors. 

54. Then prayed he her for this favour : Grant me, 0 good, 
most profitable Ardvi-^ura, Spotless, that I may slay the Aurva- 
Hunava|| in AAeshaka, at the gate Khshathro-^aoka, the upper- 

* Cf. Yasht 19, 56. t Hutjrava is the Kai-Khosm of the later mythology. 

| This passage is obscure, and we do not know the legend alluded to. 

$ The later Tus. 

|| The Aurva-Hutiava are, perhaps, the sons of Aurva, against whom Tu^a was to 
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most in Kanha, the great, pure ; that I may slay of the Tura¬ 
nians fifty of the slayers of hundreds, a hundred of the slayers of 
thousands, a thousand of the slayers of ten thousands, ten thou¬ 
sand of those who slay innumerable ones. 

55. Ardvi-cura, the spotless, granted him this favour, to him 
ever bringing gifts, etc. 

15. 

56. Fraise her, etc. 

57. To her offered the Aurva-Hunava, in Vaeshaka, at the 
gate Khshathro-caoka, which is the uppermost in Kanha, the 
great, pure, a hundred male horses, a thousand cows, ten thou¬ 
sand small cattle. 

58. Then prayed they her for this favour : Give us, 0 good, 
most profitable Ardvi-cCira, Spotless, that we may overcome the 
strong Tuca, the warrior, may we overthrow the Arian regions, 
fifty of the slayers of hundreds, a hundred of the slayers of 
thousands, a thousand of the slayers of ten thousands, ten thou¬ 
sand of the slayers of countless. 

59. Ardvi-cCira did not grant them this favour. For her 
brightness, etc. 

16. 

60. Praise her, etc. 

61. To her offered the former Vifra-navaza, when the vic¬ 
torious, strong Thraetaona summoned him in the form of a 
bird, of a Kahrkaca.* 

62. He flew thither during three days and three nights to his 
own dwelling, not downwards, not downwards did he arrive 
nourished.f He went forward towards the morning-dawn of the 
third night, the strong, at the melting of the dawn, and prayed 
to Ardvi-cura, the spotless : 

63. “ Ardvi-cura, Spotless! hasten quickly to help me, bring 
now to me assistance, I will bring to thee a thousand offerings 
with Haoma and flesh, purified, well sought, here to the water 
Kanha, if I come away alive to the earth created by Mazda, 
away to my dwelling.” 

' 64. Ardvi-cura, the spotless, ran thither in the form of a 
beauteous maiden, a very mighty one, beautiful, girt up, pure 
with brilliant countenance, noble, clad with shoes beneath her 
feet, with a golden diadem on her crown. 

65. She seized him by the arm, soon was it, pot long was it 
that he struggled mighty, to the earth created by Aliura, sound, 
as uninjured as before, to his own dwelling. 

66. She granted him this favour, etc. 

* Respecting the following legend, cf. AVeber’s Ind. Studien iii. 421. 

f This is obscure. The Zend word here rendered “ nourished ” (thraostra) i only 
occurs once in the Avesta,—viz., Vispered xiv. 10 (xii. 4, AVestergaard). The mean¬ 
ing may possibly be, “ be could not descend to obtain food,”— Translator . 
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17. 

67. Praise thou, etc. 

68. To her offered Jamagpa, when he saw the hosts of the 
Daevayacnas advancing from afar, hastening to combat, a hun¬ 
dred male horses, a thousand cows, ten thousand small cattle. 

69. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 good, 
most profitable Ardvi-cura, Spotless, that I may here victoriously 
assail all the non-Arians. 

70. This favour she granted him, etc. 

18. 

71. Praise her, etc. 

72. To her offered Ashavazdao, the son of Pouru-dakhsti, 
Ashavazdao and Thrita, the sons of Qayuzkdri, at the high Lord, 
the kingly shining Navel of the Waters, having swift steeds, 
a hundred male horses, a thousand cows, ten thousand small 
cattle. 

73. Then prayed they her for this favour: Grant to us, 0 
good, most profitable Ardvi-gura, Spotless, that we may smite 
the Danus,* the Turanian, gathering themselves together, the 
Kara Acbana and the Vara Acbana; the very strong, shining 
from afar, here in the wars of the world. 

74. She granted them this favour, Ardvi-gura, the spotless, etc. 

19. 

75. Praise her, etc. 

76. To her offered Vis-taurusha, the descendant of Naotairya, 
at the water Vitanuhaiti, with well-spoken speech, thus speaking 
with words: 

77. “This is rightly, this is truly spoken, 0 Ardvi-gura, 
Spotless, that as many Daevayagnians have been slain by me as 
I have hairs on the head; thus pour out for me, 0 Ardvi-gura, 
Spotless, a dry ford across the good Vitanuhaiti.” 

78. Ardvi-gura ran there, the spotless, in the form'of a fair 
maiden, one very powerful, beautiful, girt-up, pure, with shining 
face, noble, shod with golden shoes, who, at the height of the 
whole ford, made the one waters stand still and the others flow 
forward,—she made a dry (way) across the good Vitanuhaiti. 

79. She granted him this favour, etc. 

20 . 

80. Praise her, etc. 

81. To her offered Yagto-Fryananahm at the shore (?) of 
Raiiha, a hundred male horses, a thousand cows, ten thousand 
small cattle. 


* The Ddnus seem to be related to the Dunavas of Indian mythology. 


(5) ABAN-YASI1T. 


39 


82. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 good, 
most profitable Ardvi-gfira, Spotless, that I may smite the evil 
Akhtya,* the dark, and that I may answer him the ninety-nine 
questions, the fearful, allied to torment, when Akhtya, the evil, 
dark, asks me. 

83. She granted him this favour, Ardvi-gura, the spotless, etc. 

21 . 

84. Praise her, etc. 

85. To whomAhura-Mazdacommitted the waters: f “Go hither, 
come hither, 0 Ardvi-gura, Spotless, from those campsj down to 
the earth created by Mazda, the excellent lords, the lords of the 
region, the sons of the lords of the region will offer to you. 

86. “ Frtfm thee will brave men pray for swift horses and 
majesty which comes from above, thee will the Athravas, the 
reciting Athravas, pray for greatness for those affording food, and 
for victory, for the blow given by Ahura, that comes from on high. 

87. “ Thee will maidens, young women fit for marriage, pray 
sister-like, for a strong master of the house, || women who shall 
bear will pray thee tor a fortunate delivery, thou art able to 
bestow this to them, Spotless Ardvi-gura.” 

88. Then came, 0 Zarathustra, Ardvi-cura, the spotless, from 
those places down to the earth created by Ahura. Then spake 
Ardvi-cura, the spotless : 

89. “0 brilliant, pure, holy (Zarathustra), thee has Aliura- 
Mazda created as lord of this corporeal world, me has Aliura- 
Mazda created as protectress of the whole world of purity; 
through my brightness and majesty walk about upon this earth 
cattle, beasts of burden, and two-legged men. I protect for him 
all these blessings, created by Mazda, which have a pure origin, 
as (one keeps) cattle and fodder for cattle.” 

90. Zarathustra asked Ardvi-gura, the spotless : 0 Ardvi-cura, 
Spotless! with what offering shall I offer to thee, with what 
offering shall I praise thee, whereby Ahura-Mazda may not make 
thy course a course in height above the sun, that serpents may 
not injure thee with sweat, spittle, copulation, and copulating 
fluids ? € J 

91. Then answered Ardvi-cura, the spotless : 0 brilliant, pure, 
holy (Zarathustra), with this offering shalt thou offer to me, with 

* The Demon Akhtya seems to have been a kind of Sphinx, who would let no one 
go without answering certain questions. The mention of Kanha perhaps implies an 
allusion to a war in the north. 

t Or, the waters of the Sun. % Or, from these Stars. 

$ That is, greatness in understanding and wisdom. 

|| Nmuno-paitum=lit. “house-master,” i.e. “husband.”— Translator. 

II The meaning of this obscure passage seems to be : “ That Ahura-Mazda may not 
keep back the waters in the sky, hut sulfer them to be poured down upon the earth, 
and that the noxious animals which live in the water may not pollute it.” 

22 
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this offering shalt thou praise me from the rising of the sun till 
daybreak,* thou shalt eat of these offerings (and) the priest who 
shall be asked for prayers, who have read the prayers,—he who 
knows the Maiithras, is endued with virtue, whose body is the 
Maiithra. 

92. There shall not eat of these my offerings : a foe, a pas¬ 
sionate one, a liar, no slanderer, no detractor, no woman, none 
who spurns praying, no deformed. 

93. I do not count it as an offering to those who eat for me: 
blind, deaf, evil, destroying, hostile, evil offerers, smitten with 
tokens which are not declared tokens of life, of all according to 
the Maiithras. There shall not eat of thee my offerings : the 
contentious, the quarrelsome, not those whose teeth exceed the 
due proportion,f 

94. Zarathustra asked Ardvi-cura, the spotless : 0 Ardvi-cura, 
Spotless! To whom come thy offerings when the wicked wor¬ 
shippers of the Daevas offer to thee at day-break ? 

95. Then answered Ardvi-cura, the spotless : 0 shining, pure, 
holy Zarathustra! the terrifiers, the pursuers, the leapers, the 
shouters, these take them instead of me, and bring them away, 
a thousand together with six hundred, secretly come they who 
openly brings offerings to the Daevas .X 

96. I will praise the height Uukairya, which deserves all 
praise, the golden, from which flows down to me Ardvi-cura, the 
spotless, with the strength of a thousand men. May she be as 
much in greatness of majesty as all the collected waters which 
flow on this earth, she who flows mightily. For her bright¬ 
ness, etc. 

22 . 

97. Praise her, etc. 

98. Around whom stand the Mazdayaqnians holding Barecma 
in the hand,—to her'oflered the llvo-vas,§ to her offered the off¬ 
spring of Naotara ; dominion desire the llvo-vas, swift horses 
the JVaotaire. Soon after were the llvo-vas the most blessed 
with good things, soon after was the offspring of Naotara, Vistu¬ 
la, iu this region gifted with the swiftest horses. 

99. She granted him this favour, etc. 

* X?V., “The going forward of the sun,” which includes both sun-rise and the 
preceding twilight. The import of the passage is that Ardvi-^ura is to be honoured 
throughout the entire day and night. 

f bodily deformities of every kind are regarded as the tokens of Aiira-mainyus. 
[Siniihirly in the Jewish Law, no priest having u blemish might approach to otfer the 
holy bread. Cf Leviticus xxi. 17 If.] 

J Respecting this dillicnlt passage, cf Windischmann, “ Ueber die pcrsisclic Anuhita,” 
p. note. This verse seems to imply that people of another creed olfered to Anfihita, 
and may thus point to an admixture of Semitic with Iranian customs. 'There seem 
also to have been Iranians who worshipped the Iranian Divinities without being 
strongly attached to the Avcsta 

{ llio-va is the Jfvv-yva of the Ya<,na. It seems to be a family name. 
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100. Praise her, etc. 

101. Who has a thousand basins, a thousand channels; each 
of these basins, each of these channels, is fort} 7 days’ journey 
long, for a well-mounted man who rides. At each canal stands 
a well-built house with a hundred windows, a lofty one with a 
thousand pillars, beautifully built with ten thousand props, a firm 
one. 

102. In each house stands a ^hrone with fine, stufled, sweet¬ 
smelling pillows. To these hastened away Ardvi-gura, the spot¬ 
less, with the strength of a thousand men. In greatness of 
majesty she is as mighty as all the waters which tlow on this 
earth, which flow mightily. For her brightness, etc. 

24. 

103. Praise her, etc 

104. To her offered the pure Zarathustra in Airyana-vaeja, of 
the good creation (saying): “Through the Haoma (bound) with 
flesh, with Barecma, with the Maiithra which gives wisdom to 
the tongue, with word, with deed, with gift, with well-spoken 
speech.” 

105. Then prayed he her for this favour : Grant me, O good 
most profitable Ardvi-cura, Spotless, that 1 may ally myself with 
the son of Aurvat-acpa, the strong Kava-Vistacpa, that he may 
think according to the law, speak after the law, act after the law. 

10G. She granted him this favour, etc. 

25. 

107. Praise her, etc. 

10S. To her offered the Berezaidhi,* Kava-Yistaypa, behind 
the water Frazdanu,f with a hundred male horses, a thousand 
cows, ten thousand head of small cattle. 

109. Then he prayed her for this favour: Give me, O good 
most profitable Ardvi-gura, Spotless, that I may slay him spring¬ 
ing from darkness, the evil-knowing and hostile Daeva-wor- 
shipper, and the evil Arejat-acpa,* here in the war of the world. 

110. She granted him this favour, etc. 

2G. 

111. Praise her, etc. 

112. To her ollered Aypayaodha Zairivairis,^ behind the water 
Daitva, a hundred male horses, a thousand cows, ten thousand 
small cattle. 

* It is not clear why Kava-Vistacpa is called the Berczaidhi. 

f Frazdanu is the Var Frazddn. which the Hundehcsh places in Scjestan. 

X Arejat-»cpa is theArdjuyp, a Turanian king, of the later mythology. 

§ Zairivairis is the Zerir of later legends. Aypayaodha signifies “fighting on 
horseback.” 
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113. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 good 
most profitable Ardvi-gura, Spotless, that I may smite the 
Ptfsho-chihha Asto-Kana, endued with much craft, worshipping 
the Daevas, and the wicked Arejat-acpa in the wars of the 
world. 

114. She granted him this favour, etc. 

27. 

115. Praise her, etc. 

116. To her offered Arejat-agpa, the son ofVahdaemano, at 
the sea Vouru-kasha, a hundred male horses, a thousand cows, 
ten thousand small cattle. 

117. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 good, 
most profitable Ardvi-gura, Spotless, that I may smite the strong 
Kava-Vistagpa, the Agpayaodka Zairivairi; that I may smite in 
the Arian region, fifty of the slayers of hundreds, a hundred of 
the slayers of thousands, a thousand of the slayers of ten thou¬ 
sand, ten thousand of the slayers of innumerable. 

118. Ardvi-cura, the spotless, did not grant him this favour. 
For her brightness, etc. 

28. 

119. Praise her, etc. 

120. For whom Ahura-Mazda created four male beings: the 
Wind, the Pain, the Clouds, the Hail.* She pours me this 
down, 0 holy Zarathustra, as rain, as snow, as ice, as hail; who 
possesses so many hosts, a thousand with nine hundred. 

121. I will praise the height Hukairya, which deserves every 
praise, the golden, from which flows down Ardvi-gura, the spot¬ 
less, with the strength of a thousand men. In greatness of 
majesty she is as powerful as all these waters which flow upon 
the earth, she who hastens mightily away. For her brightness, 
etc. 

29. 

122. Praise her, etc. 

123. The good Ardvi-gura, the spotless, holds a golden Paiti- 
dliana, speaking offering-words, thinking this in the soul : 

124. “ Who will laud me, who will praise me with gifts of 
naoma and ffesh, pure, well sought out? To whom shall I 
attach myself, the devoted, like-minded, offering, well-lninded. ,, 
Fort her brightness, etc. 

* These four arc the beings through whose instrumentality the waters of Ardvi- 
<^fira arc poured down on the earth. 

t Professor Spiegel has (lurch — “ through,” hut I retain “ for,” as the Zend is un¬ 
changed. 'This point escaped my notice in Ya<pia Ivi. $ 1 If., where it would be better 
to read, “ For his brightness, etc.” 
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30. 

125. Praise her, etc. 

12G. Who stands, surveys,* * * § Ardvi-cura, the spotless, in the 
form of a fair maiden, one very mighty, beautiful, girt-up, pure, 
with brilliant face, noble, wearing an out-waving under-garment 
with many folds, a golden one.f 

127. Ever,—according to the (prescribed) proportion,—with 
Barccma in the hand, ear-rings, four-cornered, hanging down, a 
golden necklace, bears the very noble Ardvi-cura, the spotless, 
up to her fair head. She has girded the middle of her body, that 
her breasts may be well-looking, swelling downwards. J 

128. On her head binds she a diadem, Ardvi-cura, the spot¬ 
less, one set with a hundred stars, golden, eight-sided, unusual,§ 
adorned with banners, beautiful, thick, well-fashioned. 

129. Garments of beaver || (skin) puts she on, Ardvi-cura, the 
spotless, of thirty of the four-bearing beavers, which are the 
fairest beavers, which are beavers, which have the most precious 
colours of such as live in the water, namely, made at the fit time 
of skins, shining, brilliant, most silver and gold. 

130. Then pray I, good Ardvi-gura, most profitable here, 
Spotless, for this favour; that I after my own pleasure may pro¬ 
tect wide realms, feeding horses, possessing much food, snorting 
horses, possessing gleaming home-thrusting daggers, very great, 
provided with food, sweet-smelling. I give on the plains protec¬ 
tion to him who fills with entire delight, and makes the kingdom 
increase. If 

131. Then, good Ardvi-cura, I desire here from thee two 
strong (companions), a two-legged strong one, and a four-legged 
strong one, the two-legged strong one who shall be swift, stand¬ 
ing fast upright, rushing forwards well in a chariot in the fight : 
the other four-legged strong one, who shall seize the birds of the 
host consisting of many foes, left and right, right and left. 

132. To these offerings, to these praises come hither, 0 Ardvi- 
9 ura, Spotless, from these places down to the earth created by 
Ahura, down to the offering Zaota, down to the fullness which 
decays not, as a protection to the offerers of gifts, to the giver, 
to the offerer who desires the granting of a favour from the 
female-givers, that all strong, well-created may come as (obeying) 
Kava-Vistacpa. For her brightness, her majesty, etc. 

• Or, perhaps, invites. 

t An “ out-waving under-garment of many folds," must be either a petticoat or 
the prototype of a modern crinoline ( Ondina jupon ), which, true to its origin, is still 
the most anti-Turanian of all feminine garments.— Translator. 

X Cf Windischmann,—Anahita, etc., p. 30 ff. 

§ Or, chariot-like. [A diadem like a chariot would be, beyond doubt, an unusual 
one*] || According to the Avesta, the beaver is a sacred animal. 

% Very difficult and obscure. 
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XXII. (6) QARSIIET YASHT. 

In the name , etc . May the immortal\ brilliant Sun, -with swift 
horses , increase in great majesty . 

Of all my, etc . 

Satisfaction to Ahura-Mazda, etc. Satisfaction to the Sun, 
the immortal, shining, with swift steeds, praise, etc. Yatha ahu 
vairyo. 

1. The Sun, the immortal, shining, with swift steeds, praise we. 
When the Sun shines in brightness, when the sunshine beams, 
then stand the heavenly Yazatas, hundreds, thousands. They 
bring brightness together, they spread abroad brightness, they 
portion out brightness on the earth created by Ahura, and 
advance the world of the pure, and advance the body of the 
pure, and advance the Sun, the immortal, shining, having swift 
horses. 

2. When the Sun waxes* then is the earth created by Ahura 
pure, the flowing waters pure, the water of seed pure, the water 
of the seas pure, the water of the ponds pure, the pure creatures 
are purified which belong to Qpenta-mainyu. 

3. For if the Sun does not rise, then the Daevas slay all 
which live in the seven Kareshvars. Not a heavenly Yazata in 
the corporeal world would find out defence nor withstanding (the 
same). 

4. Who then offers to the Sun, the immortal, shining, with 
swift horses, to withstand the darknesses, to withstand the 
Daevas which spring from darkness, to oppose the thieves and 
robbers, to oppose the Yatus and Pairikas, to oppose the perish¬ 
ing destroying (Anra-mainyus), he offers to Ahura-Mazda, he 
offers to the Amesha-cpentas, he offers to his own soul,* he gives 
satisfaction to all heavenly and earthly Yazatas, who offers to the 
Sun, the immortal, shining, with swift horses. 

5. 1 will praise Mithra, who has wide pastures, has a thousand 
ears and ten thousand eyes : praise the club well employed 
against the head of the Daevas, which belongs to Mithra, who 
possesses wide pastures. I praise the friendship, which is the 
best of friendships, between the Moon and the Sun.f 

G. For his brightness, for his majesty, will I oiler to him with 
audible praise. The immortal Sun, shining, with swift horses, 
praise we. 

With Haoma, etc. (cf. Yasht 5, 104). Offering, praise, strength, 
might, implore I for the Sun, the immortal, shining, with swift 
horses. Ashem-vohu. To him belongs, etc. 

• Lit. “ when the Sun grows up.” The Sun, as the mightiest light, is an especial 
terror to all evil beings who work in darkness. 

f The Sun and Moon are iu intimate friendship beeause they work in common. 
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XXIII. ( 7 ) MAH-YASHT. 

In the name of God Ormazd, the Lord, the Increases May 
the Moon, the pure, worthy of honour , increase. May She come. 

Of all my sins, etc. 

Satisfaction, etc. I confess, etc., for the Moon, winch con¬ 
tains the seed of the Bull, for the only-begotten Bull, for the 
Bull of many kinds. 

1. Praise to Ahura-Mazda, praise to the Amesha-cpentas, 
praise to the Moon, which contains the seed of the Bull, praise 
to the seen, praise through the beholding. 

2. When does the Moon wax, when does the Moon wane ? 
Fifteen (days) the Moon waxes, fifteen (days) the Moon wanes. 
As much as is her increase, so much is her decrease; her decrease 
is as much as her increase. “ Who (other than) Thou causes that 
the Moon wanes and waxes?”* * * § 

3. The Moon which contains the seed of the Bull, the pure, 
Mistress of purity, praise we. At the time when I see the Moon, 
at the time when I submit myself to the Moon, when I behold 
the shining Moon, submit myself to the shining Moon, then 
stand the Amesha-cpentas and guard the majesty, then stand the 
Amesha-cpentas and distribute the beams over the earth created 
by Ah lira. 

4. When the Moon shines in the clear space, then she pours 
down green trees, in Spring they grow out of the earth during 
the New Moon, the Full Moon, and the time which lies between 
both. The New Moon, the pure, Mistress of purity, praise we. 
The Full Moon, the pure, Mistress of Purity, praise we. Yishap- 
tatha,+ the pure, Mistress of purity, praise we. 

5. I will praise the Moon, which contains the seed of the Bull, 
the bestower,;}; shining, majestic, provided with water, with 
warmth, the beaming, supporting, peace-bringing,^ strong, profit¬ 
bringing, which brings greenness, which brings forth good things, 
the health-bringing Genie. 

6. For her brightness, her majesty, will I praise her with aud¬ 
ible praise; the Moon containing the seed of the Bull, with gifts. 
The Moon, the pure, Mistress of purity, praise we, with Haoma, 
which is bound, etc. (as Yacna, v. 104). 

Offering, praise, might, strength, implore I for the Moon, 
which possesses the seed of the Bull, the only-begotten Bull, the 
Bull of many kinds. Ashem-vohu. To her be brightness, etc. 


* A quotation from Ya^na xliii. 3. 

t That is, “ destroyer of the darkness of night.” Cf. Yaqna ii. 33. 

+ Or, the Bagha. * The Moon is here placed amongst those genii termed Bag has. 

§ Or, wealth-bestowing. 
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XXIV. ( 8 ) TISTAR-YASHT. 

In the name of Ormazd , the Ruler , the Increaser of great 
majesty . Afay He increase . Afay Mi brilliant , majestic , 

come . 

Of all my sins f etc . 

I confess, etc., for the Star Tistrya, the brilliant, majestic, for 
Qatavaeca, the distributor of water, the strong, created by Mazda, 
for the Stars which contain the seed of the water, contain the 
seed of the earth, contain the seed of the trees, created by Mazda, 
for A anant, the Star created by Mazda; for the Stars which are 
the Hapto-iringa,* the brilliant, healthful, Khshnaothra, etc. 
Yatha ahu vairyo. 

L 

Ahura-Mazda, spake to the holy Zarathustra: In order to 
protect sovereignty, the supreme rule, the Moon, the dwelling, 
will we praise the Myazda, that My Stars, the brilliant, may 
unite themselves and give light to the Moon. Praise thou the 
distributor of the field, the Star Tistrya, with offering. 

2. The Star Tistrya praise we, the shining, majestic, with 
pleasant good dwelling, light, shining, conspicuous, going around, 
healthful, bestowing joy, great, going round about from afar 
with shining beams, the pure, and the water which makes broad 
seas, good, far-famed, the Name of the Bull created by Mazda, 
the strong kingly majesty, and the Fravaski of the holy, pure, 
Zarathustra. 

3. For his brightness, for his majest} r , will I praise him, the 
Star Tistrya, with audible praise. We praise the Star Tistrya, 
the brilliant, majestic, with offerings, with Haoma bound with 
flesh, with Barecma, with Manthra which gives wisdom to the 
tongue, with word and deed, with offering, with right-spoken 
speech. 

2 . 

4. The Star Tistrya, the bright, majestic, praise we, which 
contains the seed of the water, the strong, great, mighty, far- 
profiting, the great, working on high, renowned from this height, 
shining from the Navel of the Waters.f For his brightness, etc. 

3. 

5. The Star Tistrya, the shining, majestic, praise we, on whom 
think the cattle, the beasts of burden, and men, looking for him 


* The Stars mentioned in this verse are the watchers in the four quarters of the 
heavens: Tistrya in the East, Qatavaeca in the West, Yanant in the South, and 
JIapto-iringa in the North. 

f Or, receiving his seed from the Navel of the Waters. 
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beforehand, the worm3 lying beforehand.* “When will the 
Star Tistrya arise to us, the shining, majestic, when will the 
water springs flow, which are stronger than horses, trickling 
away V y For his brightness, etc. 

4. 

G. The Star Tistrya, the brilliant, majestic, we praise, who 
glides so softly to the sea Vouru Kasha like an arrow, who fol¬ 
lows the heavenly will, who is a terrible pliant arrow, a very 
pliant arrow, worthy of honour among those worthy of honour, 
who comes from the damp mountain to the shining mountain, f 

7. Then to him brings help Ahura-Mazda, the water and the 
trees, him advances Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, on the 
way. For his brightness, etc. 

5. 

8. The Star Tistrya, the shining, majestic, praise we, who 
torments the Pairikas, seeks to overthrow the Pairikas which 
fly about like Fish-Stars % between heaven and earth, at the 
sea Vouru-Kasha, the strong, beautiful, deep, rich in waters, 
then goes he to a circle with the pure body of a horse. He 
purifies the waters; there blow strong winds. 

9. Then Qatavaega causes the water to go down to the (earth) 
of seven Keshvars. When he comes to this (water) then stands 
the fair§ joyfully there, (saying) to the blessed regions, “When 
will the Arian regions be fruitful V’ For his brightness, etc. 

6 . 

10. The Star Tistrya, the brilliant, majestic, praise we, who 
spake to Ahura-Mazda, saying: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, Holiest, 
Creator of the corporeal world, Pure One! 

11. When men will offer to me with offerings by name, as 
they offer to the other Yazatas with offerings by name, then will 
I come to the pure man at the appointed time, at the (time) 
appointed in my own life, the bright, immortal, will I come 
hither, on one night, on two, or on fifty, or on a hundred. 

12. Tistrya praise w T e. The female-companions U of Tistrya 
praise we. The first (Star) praise we. The female-companions 

* The meaning is: all beings wait upon Tistrya,—the good with confidence, the 
bad without hoping anything, or doubting the fulfilment of their wishes. The word 
rendered “ worms ” (or “ vermin ”) signifies the base or vile. 

f See note to verse 37. % Or, “Worm-Stars;” probably shooting-stars are meant. 

§ The “ fair and joyous” is, of course, Tistrya, who is alio praised as the sender of 
rain. In other passages, Ahura-Mazda takes the part assigned to Tistrya. Cf. 
Vendidad, v. 50-64. 

|| That is, with offerings addressed to Tistrya in his own name. The meaning of 
the rest of the verse appears to be, that, according to the Divine government of the 
world, Tistrya is enjoined to send rain upon the earth at appointed seasons, but if 
mankind fail to offer to him he is unable to do this. 

IT The word rendered “female-companions” does not occur elsewhere, but it seems 
evidently to refer to female beings connected in some way with the Stars. 


48 


KHORDAH-AVESTA. 


of the first Star praise we. I praise the Stars Hapto-iringa for 
resisting the sorcerers and Pairikas. The Star Van ant, created 
by Mazda, praise we. For strength, well-made, for victory 
created by Ahura, for the blow which comes from above, for that 
which drives away sins, and that which [drives away] sorrow, 
we praise Tistrya, who has healthful eyes. 

13. The first ten nights, 0 holy Zarathustra, Tistrya, the 
shining, majestic, unites himself with a body, going forth in the 
bright space, with the body of a youth of fifteen years, a shining 
one, with bright eyes, large, arrived at his strength, powerful, 
nimble. 

14. Of the age in which man first comes to years, of the age 
in which a man first comes to strength, of the age in which a 
man first has ripe maturity. 

15. He calls together hither an assembly, he asks here : “ Who 
will now offer to me here with offerings of Haoma and flesh, to 
whom shall I give manly blessings, manly adherents, and for 
his own soul purifying? Now am I to be praised, now am I to 
be worshipped by the corporeal world for the best purity,” 

10. The second ten nights, 0 holy Zarathustra, Tistrya, the 
shining, majestic, unites himself with a body, proceeding along 
the clear space, with the body of a bull with golden hoofs. 

17. He calls hither an assembly together, he asks here: “Who 
will now offer to me with offerings of Haoma aud flesh, to whom 
shall I give riches in cows, a herd of cows, and for his own soul 
purification ? Now am I to be praised, now am 1 to be adored 
by the corporeal world on account of the best purity.” 

18. The third ten nights, 0 holy Zarathustra, Tistrya, the 
shining, majestic, unites himself with a body, proceeding along 
the clear space, with the body of a horse, a shining, beautiful 
one, with yellow ears, with a golden housing. 

19. He calls hither an assembly together, he asks here: “Who 
will now offer to me'with offerings of Haoma and flesh, to whom 
shall I give riches in horses, herds of horses, ten camels, and for 
his own soul purification ? Now am I to be praised, now am I 
to be worshipped by the corporeal world for the best purity.” 

20. Then goes, 0 holy Zarathustra, Tistrya, the shining, ma¬ 
jestic, away to the sea Vouru Kasha, in the body of a horse, a 
shining one, with yellow ears and a golden housing. 

21. Coming against him runs out the Daeva Apaosha,* in the 
form of a horse, a black one, a bald one with bald ears, a bald 
one with bald back, a bald one with bald tail, marked with a 
terrible brand. 

22. On their meeting they use their weapons, 0 holy Zara- 

* Perhaps Apaosha = “ the burner,” a name very suitable for a Demon who kept 
away rain. 
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thustra, both Tistrya, the brilliant, majestic, and also the Daeva 
Apaosha. They fight, 0 holy Zarathustra, for three days and 
three nights, the Daeva Apaosha overcomes, vanquishes Tistrya, 
the brilliant, majestic. 

23. Then he scares him away from the sea Vouru Kasha the 
space of a Hathra of the way. Tistrya, the bright, majestic, 
implores Qadra-urvistra: * Give, 0 Ahura-Mazda, Qadra-urvistra, 
who is bestowed on the water and the trees, the Mazdayacnian. 
]\Ien now do not honour me with offerings by name as they 
honour the other Yazatas with offerings by name. 

24. If men will honour me with offerings by name as they 
honour the other Yazatas with offerings by name, then shall I 
have brought to me the strength of ten horses, ten bulls, ten 
mountains, ten flowing waters. 

25. I, I who am Ahura-Mazda, offer then to Tistrya, the bril¬ 
liant, majestic, with offerings by name. I bring to him the 
strength of ten horses, ten bulls, ten mountains, ten flowing waters. 

20. Then comes hither, 0 holy Zarathustra, Tistrya, the shin¬ 
ing, majestic, to the sea Vouru Kasha, in the form of a horse, a 
shining one, beautiful, with yellow ears and a golden housing. 

27. Coming against him runs out the Daeva Apaosha in the 
form of a black horse, a bald one with bald ears, a bald one with 
bald back, a bald one with bald tail, marked with a terrible brand. 

28. On their coming together they use their weapons, 0 holy 
Zarathustra, both Tistrya, the shining, majestic, and the Daeva 
Apaosha. They combat till mid-day, 0 Zarathustra. Tistrya, the 
shining, majestic, overcomes; he vanquishes the Daeva Apaosha.f 

29. lie scares him away from the sea Vouru Kasha, a Ilathra 
of the way. Tistrya, the shining, majestic, proclaims success: 
IlaiiJ is to me, 0 Ahura-Mazda. Hail to ye, waters and trees, 
hail to thee, Mazdayaqnian law, hail be to you ye regions. The 
streams of the waters will come to you without opposition, to the 
grain possessing many corns, to the pasture, possessing small 
grains, to the corporeal world. 

30. Then goes thither, 0 holy Zarathustra, Tistrya, the shin¬ 
ing, majestic, to the sea Vouru Kasha in the form of a horse, a 
shining one, beautiful, with yellow ears and a golden housing. 

31. He unites the sea, he divides the sea, he makes the sea 

* The expression Cadra-urristra seems to denote a certain superabundance of 
strength which arose in former times from the proper distribution of water and trees, 
and which now serves to recruit the failing powers of Tistrya, in like manner as the 
superfluous good works of all the pious arc available in certain cases for an individual 
Mazdayacnian. 

f According to the Bundehcsh, Apatfsha, when vanquished by Tistrya, utters a 
loud cry, and this cry is the thunder. This verse accords exactly with the Indian 
legend of Vrita. 

% In Zend, Usta, which may he variously rendered “happiness,” “prosperity,” 
“hail,” etc. 
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flow full, he makes the sea diminish, he comes to the sea at all 
shores, he comes to the middle of the sea* 

32. Then uplifts himself, 0 holy Zarathustra. Tistrya, the 
shining, majestic, out of the sea Vouru Kasha; then uplifts him¬ 
self also Qatavaega, the brilliant, majestic, out of the sea Vouru 
Kasha. Then the vapours gather themselves on high at the 
mountain Ilendava,* which stands in the midst of the sea Vouru 
Kasha. 

33. He drives forward the vapours, the pure, cloud-forming 
ones; he leads first the wind to the ways on which walks Haoma, 
the Promoter, who advances the world. Then the strong wind, 
created by Mazda, brings hither the rain, the clouds, the hail, 
down to the places and spots, down to the seven Kareshvares. 

34. Apanm-napao distributes the waters, 0 holy Zarathustra, 
in the corporeal world; he distributes those which are distributed 
to the (several) regions, and the strong wind and the brightness 
abiding in the water, and the Fravashis of the pure. 

For his brightness, etc. 

7. 

35. The Star Tistrya, the brilliant, majestic, we praise, who 
leads them (the waters) forward from the bright, shining (places) 
away to the far remote paths, to the air bestowed by the Baghas, 
to the (’way) abounding in waters,t created after the will of 
Ahura-Mazda, after the will of the Amesha-cpentas. 

For his brightness, etc. 

8 . 

36. The Star Tistrya, the shining, majestic, we praise, who 
brings hither the circling years J of men, reckoned (?) after the will 
of Ahura, and brilliant, supporting themselves on the mountains, 
and the strong far-stepping (beasts); and seeks to watch, who 
comes to the fruitful regions as well as to the unfruitful (saying), 
"When will the Arian regions be fruitful ?” 

For his brightness, etc. 

9. 

37. The Star Tistrya, the bright, majestic, praise we; the 
swiftly-gliding, softly-flying, who glides so softly along to 
the sea Vouru Kasha as an arrow follows the heavenly will,— 
w T ho is there a fearful gliding arrow, the most gliding arrow,— 
the worthy of honour among those who are worthy of honour, 
from the damp mountain to the shining mountain.§ 

* In the Bundehesh this mountain is called Jlogindum , which appears to be a 
corruption. . f Cf. Vendidad xxi. 22. 

X This verse is excessively difficult*and several of the words are o7ra£ \ey6jj.€va. 
It would seem to imply that Tistrya is the star by which the year was reckoned. 

§ What these mountains are is doubtful; but since, according to Parsec cosmogony, 
the stars perform a circle round Alborj, the mountain which surrounds the world, the 
two mountains may perhaps be two summits of the same. 
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38. Ilim accompanies Ahura-Mazda, with the Amesha-gpentas 
(and) Mithra, with wide pastures, over many ways behind him 
sweeps Ashis-variuhi the great and Parendi* with swift chariot, 
until he has reached flying the shining mountain on the shining 
path (?). For his brightness, etc. 

10 . 

39. Tistrya, the shining, majestic Star, we praise, who tor¬ 
ments the Pairikas, drives away the Pairikas, which Aiira- 
mainyus set for an opposition against all constellations which 
contain the seed of the waters. 

40. Tistrya now torments these, he blows them away from the 
sea Vouru Kasha ; then the clouds gather which contain the 
fruitful waters, among whom are the clouds rich in blessings, 
spreading themselves afar, bringing help to the seven Kareshvares. 
For his brightness, etc. 

11 . 

41. The Star Tistrya, the brilliant, majestic, we praise, on 
whom the waters think: the pond waters, the running waters, 
the spring waters, the waters of streams, the hail and rain 
waters : 

42. “ When will Tistrya, the brilliant, majestic, arise to us ? 
when the source which is stronger than a horse, the concourse 
of the flowing waters ? ” To the fair places, and spots, and pas¬ 
tures, running down to the buds of the trees (so that) they grow 
with strong growth. Through whose brightness, etc. 

12 . 

43. The Star Tistrya, the brilliant, majestic, we praise, who 
wholly annihilates terrors for the water, increases as health- 
bringer, and heals all creatures, the most profitable when he is 
offered to, made contented, he who accepts with love. 

13. 

44. The Star Tistrya, the brilliant, majestic, we praise, whom 
Ahura-Mazda has created as lord and overseer f over all constel¬ 
lations, as Zarathustra over the men, whom Anra-mainyus does 
not slay, not the sorcerers and Pairikas, not the sorcerers among 
men, against whom not all the Daevas who are here for killing 
dare venture themselves. 

Through whuse brightness, etc. 

* Ahura-Mazda and the Amesha-^pentas, as the Mightiest of the Heavenly Beings, 
accompany Tistrya to sweep away the evil Demons who might otherwise obstruct his 
course. AMiis-vaimhi and Parendi are the genii of domestic prosperity and wealth, 
and they follow Tistrya because it is through him that these are sent down to man¬ 
kind. 

f In the Miuokhired also Tistrya is plaeed at the head of all the stars. 
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14. 

45. The Star Tistrya, the shining, majestic, we praise, to whom 
Almra-Mazda has given a thousand strengths, the most profitable 
among the (stars) containing the seed of the waters. 

46. Who comes hither to the (stars) which contain the seeds of 
the water, flying in the clear space, he goes to all the circles of 
the sea Vouru Kasha, the strong, beautiful, deep, with deep 
waters, to all beautiful channels, to all beautiful outlets, in the 
shape of a horse, a brilliant one, beautiful, with yellow ears, with 
golden housings. 

47. Then they bring, 0 holy Zarathustra, the waters, out of 
the sea Vouru Kasha, the flowing, friendly, health-bringing, these 
distributes he there amongst the regions, the most profitable if 
he is offered to, if he is satisfied, he who accepts with love. 

For his brightness, etc. 

15. 

48. The Star Tistrya, the brilliant, majestic, praise we, on 
whom think all the creatures of Qpenta-mainyus, which are under 
the earth and on the earth, which are in the water and under 
heaven, and the winged, and the wide-stepping, and the world of 
the pure, the illimitable, endless, which is above this.* 

49. The Star Tistrya, the shining, majestic, praise we, the abid¬ 
ing, shining, powerful, mighty, ruling over a thousand of the 
gifts which he gives to him who has satisfied him, to the man 
who prays for many gifts, without being prayed to (again), 

50. 1 have created, 0 holy Zarathustra, this Star Tistrya as 
praiseworthy, as worthy of adoration, as worthy to be satisfied, 
as rightly created as I Myself, Ahura-Mazda. 

51. That he may withstand this Pairika, that he may destroy, 
drive away hostile torment: the Duzhyairyaf (deformity), which 
evil-speaking men call Iluyairva (good year). 

52. For if I, 0 holy Zarathustra, had not created the Star 
Tistrya as praiseworthy, as worthy of adoration, as Worthy to 
be satisfied, as well-created as I Myself, Almra-Mazda; 

53. That he might withstand this Pairika, that he might 
destroy and drive away the hostile torment, the Duzhyairya, 
which evil-speaking men call Iluyairya ; 

54. Then would every day and every night this Pairika Duz¬ 
hyairya make war against the whole corporeal world, she would 
seize the world whilst she runs round about (it). 

55. For Tistrya, the shining, majestic, fetters this Pairika with 
two, with three fetters, with, unconquerable, with all letters ; 

* That is, the spiritual world. 

f The Demon buzhyuivya is mentioned as Dmiyara in the Inscriptions of Darius, 
which proves that the worship of Tistrya is at least as old as that date. 
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like as a thousand men who are the strongest in bodily strength 
would fetter one single man. 

50. For if, 0 holy Zaratlmstra, the Arian regions will offer to 
Tistrya, the shining, majestic, right offering, and adoration, as 
for him is the fittest offering and adoration of the best purity, 
then there will not come forward here to the Arian regions troops 
nor hindrances, nor crime, nor poison,* no hostile chariots, nor 
uplifted banners. 

57. Zaratlmstra asked him : What is then, 0 Ahura-Mazda, 
the fittest offering and adoration, of the best purity, for Tistrya, 
the shining, majestic? 

5S. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Offering shall the Arian 
regions offer him, Barecma shall the Arian regions strew for 
him, cattle shall the Arian regions cook for him, light, well- 
coloured, or what amongst colours has the colour of the Ilaoma. 

59. Not may a destroyer lay hold of it, not a harlot, not an 
unbeliever who does not recite the Gathas, one who slays the 
world, an adversary of the Ahurian Zarathustrian law. 

GO. If a destroyer lays hold of it, a harlot, an unbeliever who 
does not recite the Gathas, who slays the world, an adversary 
of the Ahurian Zarathustrian law, then Tistrya, the shining, 
majestic, seizes the healing remedies; t continually there come 
to the Arian regions hindrances, continually rush troops on the 
Arian region, continually is the Arian region damaged, so that 
fifty slay the slayers of hundreds, a hundred slay the slayers of 
thousands, a thousand the slayers of ten thousand, ten thousand 
those who slay countless. For his brightness, etc. 

Offering, praise, etc. 

XXV. ( 9 ) GOSH-YASIIT. 

In the name of God , Ormazd the Lord , the Increase?'. May 
Geus-urva Drvaqpa\ increase hi great strength . May Majesty 
come . 

Of all my sms, etc. 

Khslmaothra to Ahura-Mazda, etc. 

1 . 

1. Drvacpa the strong, created by Mazda, pure, we honour, 
who gives health to the cattle, health to the beasts of burden, 
health to the friends, health to the minors, keeps much watch 
stepping from afar, the shining, long-friendly. 

* The words rendered “crime " and “poison” are doubtful. 

f That is, perhaps, he keeps them to himself. 

+ It appears from this that the Genius Gosh is identical with Geus-urva, or the 
Soul of the Hull, the espeeial 1’rotector of cattle. The appellation Drvu^pa signifies 
“possessing sound horses.” 
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2. Who has harnessed horses, armed chariots, sparkling wheels, 
is fat, pure, the strong, beautiful, profitable of herself, the firm¬ 
standing, strongly-armed for protection to the pure men. 

3. To her offered the Paradhata Ilaoshayanha on the top of a 
high mountain, a beautiful one, created by Mazda, a hundred 
horses, a thousand horned cattle, ten thousand small cattle, offer¬ 
ing gifts. 

4. “ Grant me, 0 good, profitable Drvacpa, the favour that I 
may smite all Mazanian Daevas, that I may not bow myself in 
terror from fear of the Daevas, that from henceforth all Daevas 
may be forced to bow themselves in terror, and hasten away 
terrified to darkness.” 

5. Drvacpa the strong, pure, created by Mazda, granted this 
favour to him the nourisher, bringer of offerings, the dispenser, 
the offerer, the implorer of the female-givers for a favour.* 

6. For her brightness, for her majesty, will I offer to her with 
audible praise, will I offer to her with well-offered offerings; 
Drvacpa the strong, created by Mazda, pure, praise we with 
gifts. With Haoma, etc. 

2 . 

7. Drvacpa, etc. 

8. To her offered Yima-Khshaeta, with good assembly,! from 
the high Hukairya, a hundred horses, a thousand horned cattle, 
ten thousand head of small-cattle, bringing offering. 

9. “ Grant me, 0 good, profitable Drvagpa, the favour that I 
may bring fat herds to the creatures of Mazda, that I may bring 
immortality to the creatures of Mazda: 

10. “ That I may remove far away hunger and thirst from the 
creatures of Mazda, that I may take away old age and death 
from the creatures of Mazda, that I may remove far away hot 
wind and cold from the creatures of Mazda for a thousand years.” 

11. Drvacpa, the strong, pure, created by Mazda, granted this 
favour to him the Nourisher, the bringer of offerings, the dis¬ 
penser, the offerer, the implorer of female-givers for aTavour. 

For her brightness, etc. 

3. 

12. Drvacpa, etc. 

13. To her offered the son of the Athwyanian Clan, the strong 
Clan ; Thraetaona in Varena the four-cornered, a hundred horses, 
ten thousand horned cattle, ten thousand head of small cattle. 

14. “ Grant me, 0 good, most profitable Drvacpa, the favour 

* In Zend, jaidhyant&i duthris Ayhptem , lit. “the praying the female-givers (for) 
a favour.” The want n f feminine nouns and adjectives in English often makes tho 
translation extremely clumsy. In German duthris is correctly rendered Gebcrinnen . — 
Translator. 

f Ur, “ possessing a good congregation.” Sec note to Ya^na ix., v. 12-13. 


(9) GOSH-YASHT. 


55 


that I may slay the snake Dakaka, with triple jaws, three bodies, 
six eyes, a thousand strengths, the very strong Druja, derived 
from the Daevas, the evil for the world, the bad, which Aiira- 
mainyus ha 3 created as the mightiest Drukhs towards the corporeal 
world, for death to the world of the pure, that I may drive away 
as a conqueror those who profit him, are bound to him, who are 
fairest in their bodies, to throw him away into the most hidden 
parts of the world.* 

15. Drvacpa, the strong, created by Mazda, pure, granted 
this favour to him, the Nourisher, the bringer of offerings, the 
distributor, the offerer, the implorer of female-givers for a 
favour. For her brightness, etc. 

4. 

16. Drvacpa, etc. 

17. To her offered Haoma, the Promoter, the healing, fair, 
kingly, with golden eyes, on the highest height, on the high 
mountain. 

18. Then prayed he her for this favour : Grant me, 0 good 
most profitable Drvacpa, this favour, that I may bind the mur¬ 
dering Turanian Franracyana, that 1 may carry him away 
bound as a prisoner of king Hucrava. May Kava Hugrava t 
slay him behind Vara Chaechacta, the deep, with broad waters, 
the son of the daughter of Qyavarshana, the man slain by vio¬ 
lence, and Agrae-ratha, the son of Nani. 

IS). Drvacpa, the strong, created by Mazda, pure, granted 
this favour to him, the Nourisher, the bringer of offerings, the 
distributor, the offerer, the implorer of female-givers for a favour. 

5. 

20. Drvacpa, etc. 

21. To her offered the valiant uniter of the Arian regions into 
one kingdom, Hucrava, behind the sea Chaechacta, the deep, 
abounding in waters, a hundred horses, a thousand cattle, ten 
thousand small cattle, bringing offering. 

22. Grant me, 0 good, most profitable Drvacpa, this favour, 
that 1 may smite the murdering Turanian Franracyana, behind 
the sea Chaechacta, the deep abounding in waters, I, the son of 
the daughter of Qyavarshana, the man slain by violence, and of 
Aghrae-ratha, the descendant of Naru. 

26. Drvacpa, the strong, created by Mazda, pure, granted 
this favour to him, the Nourisher, the offerer of gifts, the distri- 

* Cf. Yasht 5, 34. 

f In Y'a<;ua, xi. 21, it is Ha&ma himself who slays Franracyana ( Afrusiub ). — 
Aghrae-vatha is, no doubt, the ( Aghrerath ) of Firdusi, a brother of Afrasiab, 

by whom he is slain. Cyavarsluiua is Cyuvakhs , the son of Kai-kaus. 
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butor, the offerer, the implorer of female-givers for a favour. 
For her brightness, etc. 

6 . 

24. Drva 9 pa, etc. 

25. To her offered the pure Zarathustra, in Airyana-vaeja, of 
the good creation, Haoma which is bound with Barecma, with 
flesh, with the Manthra which gives wisdom to the tongue, 
with word, with deed, with offerings, with right-spoken speech : 

26. Then prayed he her for this favour: “ Grant me, 0 good 
most profitable Drvacpa, this favour, that I may join myself to 
the good noble Hutaoca,* in order to think the law, to speak 
after the law, to act after the law. She shall impress the good 
Mazdayacnian law from Zarathustra in my memory, and then 
praise (it), she who shall bestow on me good praise for service/' 

27. Drvacpa, the strong, created by Mazda, pure, granted this 
favour to him, the Nourisher, the offerer of offerings, the distri¬ 
butor, the offerer, the implorer of the female-givers for a favour. 
For her brightness, etc. 

7. 

28. Drvacpa, etc. 

29. To her offered the Berezaidhi Kava Vistagpa behind the 
water Daitya. with a hundred horses, a thousand horned cattle, 
ten thousand small cattle, bringing offering: 

30. “ Grant me, 0 good, most profitable Drva?pa, this favour, 
that I may drive away in the combat Asta-aurva, the son of 
Vicpo-thaurvo-Acti.t the all-tormenting, and having a broad 
helmet, great boldness, a large head, who has seven hundred 
live (?) camels, that after him I may slay in the battle, in the 
flight, the murdering Qyaonian Arejat-acpa, that in the flight I 
may drive away Darshinika, the Daeva worshipper. 

31. “ That I may smite the dark unbelievers, that I may smite 
Qpinjairista, the Daeva worshipper, that 1 may attain by good 
wisdom to the regions of Varedhaka and Qyaonya, that I may 
smite the Qyaonian regions, to the slaying of titty of the hundred- 
slayers, to the slaying of hundreds of the thousand-slayers, to 
the slaying of a thousand of the ten thousand-slayers, to the 
slaying of ten thousand of those who slay innumerable ones. % 

* IlutaS^a is the wife of Vistagpa, and, like him, became converted to the Mazda- 
ya^nian religion. Cf. Yaslit 15, 36. 

f Viq)Q-thaurv6 A<;ti = t ' having a body which torments all.” The legend here 
differs fiom that in Eirdusi, and the names Darshinika and Cpinjairista are quite 
unknown to us, as well as the regions of the Varedhakas and Qt/aonyas. . In the 
Shah-naiueh, Gustfi^p and his son IsfCndiar go on expeditions to the North, in which 
direction these places were probably situated. 

+ 'this frequently recurring passage is sometimes rendered by Professor.Spiegel 
“to the slaying of titty for {Jdr) the hundred slayers,” etc., and sometimes by of {von). 
W r e prefer the”latter, as more intelligible. The Zend, however, has the dative. 
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V r ™m> , tlie str °ng, created by Mazda, pure, -ranted this 
favour to lam, the nourisher, the offerer of gifts, the dispcn e 

bri g £ss; et ’ mP ° rer ° f fe,nale -g iTers fOT • favour. F P 0 r S 

XXVI. (10) MIHR-YASHT. 

fh!Z tke namC ° f God ’ the Lord Ormazd, the Increases May 

pastuesZl U'^n b> ’V ht r s: Mihr > who Possesses wide 
posiui es may the righteous judge come. 

Of all sms, etc. 

1 . 

Khshnaothra for Ahura-Mazda, etc. Praise to Mithra who 

Sefthe 8 Yair'-r 8 ’ Z Las a thonsa,,d ea, ' s > ten thousaiui 
othra, etc^ * h " amed D£Une ’ and R ama-qa s tra. Khslina- 

created h MPh^ aZd f Spake 4 ° th ?. hoIy Zaratb »stra: When I 
ated Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, 0 holy I created 

fcr y 0f h0 ” 0,U '’ “ » I MjJdf! Abura- 

2 The destroying defrauder of Mithra slays the whole re-ion • 
he 83 nT y , pur 1 ones as a hundred evil doers Shy Sot 

he Mithra 0 holy, which thou desirest from the evil not from 
good, devoted to his own teaching. For the Mithra is for 
both, or the wicked as well as for the pure.* F 

if An^ri '™’ r!-° P°f esses wide pastures, bestows swift horses 
/«?"? d H° S n0 ! 16 t0 -\ hthl ' a ; the fire (the son) of Ahura-Mazda 
a £ ds tie Tightest path, if one does not lie to Mithra- the -ood 

one does S lie ™" a “° r ' 1 SOdly ■ Je5c ’ e " Ja ”‘ s > if 

audible 0 nr i -Ii S e br \f-t| neSS ’ ^ h ‘ S Ma j est ^ wil1 1 P ra '3e him with 
in-* \vi W1 ? P oss esses wide pastures, with offer- 

i ®‘ii. praise Mithra, wbo possesses wide pastures, a pleasant 
5 TfV £ 10 bestows) good dwelling on the Arian regions 
o May he come to us for protection, may he come to us for iov 

Zl he Z e e m “ f ‘* V'V' S ’ — to us for me^ 

iua\ ne come to us for healing, may he come to us for viciorv 

in-' the Ttroni 0 lu pre P ari "^ ma y he come to us for hallow- 
to°be ied to H’ P ra . ,8 f vort hy. worthy of adoration, not 

0 n -'I . t0 ~ towards the whole corporeal world to-ether 

of crealed be7n-s’ Mirl^ ° f .?{ io I ra I tiol, ‘ >»fehty, >»ost profitable 
draw near l! ° 'r j' a ' honour with offerings, will I 

pSIe to Miih 8 f T d ’ w,th P pa >' er - t0 him will 1 ofil-r audible 
P M-e, to Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, Mithra, who 


58 


KHORDAH-AVESTA. 


possesses wide pastures, praise we with offerings. With 
Haoma, etc. 

2 . 

7. Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, we praise, the truth¬ 
speaking, purifying, thousand-eared, well-shaped, who has ten 
thousand eyes, the great, with wide watch towers, the strong, 
sleepless, increasing: 

8. Whom the lords of the regions praise at early dawn, advanc¬ 
ing to the frightful among the hostile squadrons, to the gathered- 
together for the fight in the war for the regions. 

9. Where one first offers to him for increase for the soul out of 
believing mind, there comes Mithra with wide pastures, with vic¬ 
torious w r inds, with the oath of the wise. For his brightness, etc. 

/ 

3. 

10. Mithra, etc. 

11. Whom the warriors praise on the backs of the horses, pray¬ 
ing strength for the team, health for the bodies for subduing the 
tormentors, for overthrowing the foes, for complete subjection of 
the adversaries, the unfriendly, tormenting. For his brightness, 
etc. 

4. 

12. Mithra, etc. 

13. Who, as the first heavenly Yazata, rises over Hara before 
the sun, # the immortal, with swift steeds, who first, with golden 
form, seizes the fair summits, then surrounds the whole Arian- 
place, the most profitable. 

14. Where Rulers, excellent, order round about the lands, 
where mountains, great with much fodder, abounding in water, 
afford wells for the cattle, where are canals deep full of water, 
where flowing waters, broad with water, hurry to Iskata and 
Pouruta, to Mouru and llaraeva, to Gau, Qm>hda, and Qairizao.f 

15. To Arezahe, to Qavalie, to Fradadhafshu, to Vidadhafshu, 
to Vouru-barsti and Vouru-jarsti, to this Kareshvare Qaniratha, 
the lofty. The dwelling-place of the cattle, the dwelling of the 
cattle, Mithra, the health-bringing goes round. 

10. Who marches into all Kareshvares as a heavenly Yazata 
bestowing brightness, who marches into all the Kareshvares as 
a heavenly Yazata bestowing rule, lie increases the victory of 

* From this passage it appears that Mitliva was typified as the first suu-beams 
which illumine the mountain tops, and that he then became separated from the Sun 
and hastened in front of him, like the Indian A$vins. 

f This verse is important iti a geographical point of view, and proves that the 
writer must have lived in the north-cast of Erfiu, otherwise he could scarcely have 
represented all the rivers as flowing north and south. Pouruta is probably the coun¬ 
try of the Uapvnra\ } a people whom Ptolemy places in the north of Arachosia. 
Qdirizdo (in the Cun. Inscriptions Uvarazmi) is the modern Choarcsm. 
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those who offer to him 
For his brightness, etc. 


piously, knowingly, purely, with alms. 
5. 


17. Mithra, etc., who lies for no one,- not for the lord of the 
house, not for the lord of the clan, not for the lord of the con¬ 
federacy, not for the lord of the region. 

18. But if one lies to him, be it the lord of the house, the lord 
of the clan, the lord of the confederacy, the lord of the region, 
then Mithra, the wrathful, offended, destroys the dwelling^ the 
clan the confederacy, the region, and the lords of the dwelling, 
the lords of the clan, the lords of the confederacy, the lords of 
the region, or the chiefs of the regions. * 

19. To that side comes Mithra, wrathful and offended, on which 

side is the Mithra-liar; he does not make them sure with heavenly 
protection. J 

20. He of the Mithra-liars who is swiftest (although) very 
strong, he reaches not the goal, riding he advances not, march¬ 
ing he progresses not. Backwards go the lances which the 
opponent of Mithra throws, on account of the many evil Maiithras 
which the opponent of Mithra makes. 

21. Also if he shoots a well-aimed arrow, even if it reaches 

•i m / ^ ^° eS n . 0 ^ W0lin d> this on account of the multitude of 

evil Manthras, which the opponent of Mithra makes. The wind 
carries away the lance which the opponent of Mithra darts, on 

rnu ^itude of evil Maiithras, which the opponent 
of Mithra makes, t 

For his brightness, etc. 

6 . 


22. Mithra, etc., who when he is not lied to, takes men out of 
trouble, takes them away from destruction, 
n ??.' from trouble, away from the troublers, bring us, 

U Mithra, thou who art not lied to. Thou bringest thereby fear 

n W ” b i° dieS ° f ^ ithra - ] y iu g men ; from their arms thou, 
U Mithra, who art grim and strong, takest away might, strength 
trom their feet, sight from their eyes, hearing from their ears. 

-i . ~ . A ever does a well-hurled lance, or a flying arrow penetrate 
ms limbs, to whom Mithra comes as protection, as increase to his 
imbs, he who spies with ten thousand (eyes), the strong all¬ 
knowing, not to be lied to. ° 

For his brightness, etc. 

* It is noteworthy that Mithra is here represented as a “ wrathful ” Deity, who 
dcsti-oys his adversaries actively This conception seems to belong to the more ancient 
' t0 th ! Z ;F atlmstm ? system, Mithra would merely punish his 
them ^ * rawin ® P r °tection, in which case the evil beings would soon destroy 

tratyTo e their Se in P t r cS. UttCrCd ^ Mithra ’ S ° PP ° nent produce an effect dil ' ectl >’ con - 
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7. 

25. Mithra, etc., the lord, the profiting, strong, bestower of 
profit, the gatherer, who receives adoration, the strong, gifted 
with the virtues of purity, whose body is the Manthra, the strong- 
armed warrior. 

26. The smiter of the skulls of the Daevas, the worst for the 
culpable, (?) the adversary* of the Mithra-lying men, the foe 
of the Pairikas, who, if he is not lied to, affords the highest 
strength to the region, who if he is not lied to, affords the highest 
victory to the region. 

27. Who takes away from a godless region the straightest 
(ways), turns away brightness, takes away victory, does not pro¬ 
tect purposely, delivers up the slayers of ten thousand, he who 
sees with ten thousand eyes, the strong, all-knowing, not to be 
lied to. 

For his brightness, etc. 

8 . 

28. Mithra, etc., who supports the pillars of the lofty-built 
dwelling, makes them strong and unshakeable; then to this dwell¬ 
ing he gives a multitude of men and cattle, namely, where he is 
satisfied; the other (dwellings) where he is angered he destroys. 

29. Thou art alike to the bad and the best, 0 Mithra; to the 
regions thou art alike, to the bad and to the best; to men thou, 
0 Mithra, art lord over peace and discord for the regions. 

30. Thou makest famed through women, famed through 
chariots, spotless, the dwellings with lofty gables, the great, very 
great dwellings. Thou makest renowned through women, 
renowned through chariots, spotless, the lofty dwelling with lofty 
gables, when the pure offers to thee with offerings by name, bring¬ 
ing gifts with opportune speech. 

31. With offerings by name, with fitting speech, 0 strong 
Mithra, will I offer to thee with gifts. With offerings by name, 
with fitting speech, 0 most profitable Mithra, will I offer to thee 
with gifts. With offerings by name, with fitting speech, 0 un¬ 
erring f Mithra, will I offer to thee with gifts. 

32. Hear, 0 Mithra, our offering, be content, 0 Mithra, with 
our offering, come to our offering, accept our alms, accept the 
offered gifts, carry them together to the gathering-place % 
(Chinvat), lay them down in the place of praise (Garo-nemana). 

33. Give us the favours we pray thee for, 0 Hero, in accord¬ 
ance with the given prayers: Kingdom, strength, victoriousness, 
fullness, and sanctification, good fame, and purity of soul, great¬ 
ness, and knowledge of holiness, victory created by Ahura, the 

* Lit . “ lie who docs not bestow.” 

f Adhaot/amna = “ not to be made to err.” 

X Instead of “to the gathering-place,” the word may also be rendered “for joy.” 
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blow which springs from above, from the best purity, instruction 
in the holy word. 

34. That we may be well-wishing and friendly-minded, loved 
and honoured, may slay all foes; that we, well-wishing and 
iriendly-ininded, loved and honoured, may slay all evil-wishing; 
that we, well-wishing and friendly-minded, loved and honoured, 
may slay all torment; (that we) may torment (the torment) of 
the Daevas and men, sorcerers and Pairikas, Qathras, Kaoyas, 
and Karapanas. 


9. 

3o. Mithra, etc., the debt-paying, host-desiring, gifted with 
a thousand strengths, ruling, mighty, all-wise. 

36. Who leads forwards in the fight, stands in the fight, who, 
placing himself in the fight, breaks the lines of battle. They 
fight at all ends of the line of battle which is led to battle ; but 
he confounds the middle of the hostile hosts. 

37. To them brings he, the mighty, punishment and fear; he 
sweeps away the heads ot the Mithra-lying men, he carries away 
the heads of the Mithra-lying men. 

o8. Horrible are the dwellings, the abodes not blessed with 
offspring, in which dwell the Mithra-liars, the wicked who openly 
slay the pure. In a horrible manner goes the cow, walking on 
hoofs on the wrong way, who has crawled into the narrow passes* 
of the Mithra-lying men. In their chariots stand teams pourino- 
out tears, which run down into their mouths.f 

39 Their arrows, swift-flying from well bent bows, flying 
swiftly out of sight, hit not the mark when Mithra, who pos^ 
sesses wide pastures, comes enraged, angered, displeased. Their 
lances, well-sharpened, pointed, long-handled, reach not the 
mark when they fly from their arms, when Mithra, who pos¬ 
sesses wide pastures, comes enraged, offended, displeased. Their 
slinging stones, flying from their arms, hit not the mark, when 
Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, comes wrathful, offended 
not satisfied. 


40. Their swords, well-fashioned, when they smite on the 
heads of men, hit not the mark, because Mithra, who possesses 
wide pastures, comes wrathful, offended, displeased. Their clubs, 
dexterous, when they fall on the heads of men, hit not the mark 
mien Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, comes wrathful 
offended, not satisfied. 


41. Mithra aflrights on the one side, Rashnus on the other, 
(^raosha, the holy, blows together on all sides against the saving 

* Or, “ fastnesses.’’ The passage seems to refer to the mountain robbers of Eran, 
who were accustomed to drive off cattle as their booty, 
f [So, too, the horses of Achilles wept for Patroclus. Of. Iliad, ivii. 437-8 

• • * . daKpva 5/ <r<ptv, 

rp, . Qepfia Kara f$\c<pdpuv xa/u.d8is uvpoucvoHTiv, 

The coincidence is singular.] 
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Yazatas. They forsake the ranks when Mithra, who possesses 
wide pastures, comes wrathful, offended, not satisfied. 

42. Thus speak they to Mithra, who possesses wide pastures : 
“ These, 0 Mithra, with wide pastures, lead our strong horses 
backwards; these, O Mithra, break our strong swords with their 
arms.” 

43. Then Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, sweeps these 
away to the slaying of fifty of the hundred-slayers, to the slay¬ 
ing of a hundred of the thousand-slayers, to the slaying of a 
thousand of the ten thousand-slayers, to the slaying of ten thou¬ 
sand of the countless-slayers, when Mithra, who possesses wide 
pastures, comes wrathful, offended, not satisfied. For his 
brightness, etc. 

10 . 

44. Mithra, etc., whose dwelling, as broad as the earth, is fast 
set in the corporeal world, large, unlimitedly high, broad, afford¬ 
ing wide space. 

45. Whose eight (?)* friends sit spying for Mithra on all 
heights, on all watch-towers, spying out the Mithra-liars, be¬ 
holding those, remembering those who formerly lied to Mithra, 
watching the paths of those for whom the Mithra-liars desire, 
the evil, who openly slay the pure. 

46. As a guard, a watcher,—a watcher behind, a watcher 
before,—is found the spy, the unerring. Him Mithra, with 
wide pastures, protects, to whose increasing soul Mithra comes 
as protection, he who sees with ten thousand (eyes), the strong, 
all-knowing, not to be lied to. For his brightness, etc. 

11 . 

47. Mithra, etc., whom famous golden (steeds) with broad 
hoofs carry to the hostile hosts, to those equipped for the battle 
in the battles of the regions. 

48. When Mithra marches down to the hostile hosts, to those 
armed for battle in the battle of the lands, then Mithra binds the 
limbs of the Mithra-lying man backwards, he hinders his sight, 
he makes his ears hard of hearing, he keeps his feet not upright, 
he is not strengthened with regard to the regions, to the foes 
whom Mithra, with wide pastures, treats with ill-will. For his 
brightness, etc. 

i . 

49. Mithra, etc. 

50. For whom Ahura-Mazda has created a dwelling on Hara- 
Berezaid, the far-reaching, lofty, where is neither night nor 
darkness, neither cold wind nor hot, nor sickness with much 
death, nor dirt created by the Daevas, no mist ascends the high 
mountain. 

• Respecting the meaning of this word I am as doubtful as Windischinann. 
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51. Which (dwelling) the Amesha-cpentas have made, which 
all have the same will with the Sun, towards the believing mind 
out of memory. [?] * Who, on the high mountain, comprehends 
[in his survey] the whole corporeal world. 

52. When the bad runs forward, the evil-doer with swift steps, 
then Mithra with wide pastures, harnesses his swift chariot, and 
the holy strong Qraosha and Nairyocanha the wise (?), smites 
him in the battle-lines, or by (his own) strength.f 

For his brightness, etc. 

13. 

53. Mithra, etc., who with uplifted hands wept to Ahura- 
Mazda, saying thus: 

54. “ I am the protector of all creatures, the skilful. I ain 
the ruler of all creatures, the skilful.{ Yet men offer not to me 
with offerings by name, as they offer to the other Yazatas, with 
offerings by name. 

55. “ For if men would offer to me with offerings by name, as 
they offer to the other Yazatas with offerings by name, then would 
I come to the pure men at the appointed time, I would come at 
the appointed time of my own life, the shining, immortal.'” 

56. With named offerings, with fit speech, praises thee, the 
pure, bringing gifts. 

57. With named offerings, with fit speeeh, will I praise thee, 
0 strong Mithra, bringing gifts. 

58. With named offerings, with fit speech, will 1 praise thee, 
0 profitable Mithra, bringing gifts. 

59. With named offerings, with fit speech, will I praise thee, 
0 unerring Mithra, bringing gifts. 

Hear, 0 Mithra, our offering, etc.§ 

14. 

60. Mithra, etc., whose fame is good, whose body good, whose 
praise good, the disposer of gifts, the disposer of pastures, who 
does not oppress the working peasant, to guard him according to 
will against the oppressors, who sees with ten thousand eyes, the 
strong, all-wise, unerring. For his brightness, etc. 

15. 

61. Mithra, etc., the upright-standing, watchful watcher, the 
mighty gatherer, who advances the water, listens to the call, 
makes the water to run, the trees to grow, who prepares a circle 
(congregation), || prudent (?), gifted with strength, unerring, with 
much might, wise. 

* Cf. Yasht 13, 47, for a somewhat similar phrase. [The German is “Am zum 
gliiubigcn G omit he aus dem Gcddchtnisse .”] 

f That is, perhaps, he kills him either in the battle or in single combat. 

X O r * “The lord,” as the Parsees usually translate the word. $ Cf. above 32-34. 

|| "Windischmann, “ who directs the furrows.” Cf. with my translation Ya^ia ii. 10. 
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62. To none of the Mithra-lying men does he give strength, 
nor might; to none of the Mithra-lying men does he give 
brightness, nor reward. 

63. Away from their arms takest thou strength, 0 Mithra, 
thou who art grim and mighty, etc. ( Cf . 22, 23). 

16. 

64. Mithra, etc., in whom the decision for the good law, 
which spreads itself afar, is placed, the great, powerful, whose 
face is directed to all seven Kareshvares. 

65. Who is the swiftest of the swift, the most bountiful of 
givers, the strongest of the strong, the gatherer among gatherers, 
the giver of increase, the giver of fatness, of herds, of rule, of 
children, of life, of wish, of sanctification. 

66. With whom is bound Ashis-vaiiuhi and Parendi with swift 
chariot (?), the strong, valiant self-defence, the kingly majesty, the 
mighty heaven, which follows its own law, the mighty oath of 
the wise, the strong Fravashis of the pure, and who is a gatherer 
of many pure Mazdayamiians. For his brightness, etc. 

17. 

67. Mithra, etc., who rides in a chariot made in heavenly 
way, with high wheels, from the Kareshvare Arezahe to the 
Kareshvare Qaniratha, lofty, with fitting wheels,* and with the 
majesty created by Ahura, with victory created by Ahura. 

68. Whose chariot Ashis-vaiiuhi, the great, lays hold on 
(guides), the Mazdaya^nian law accompanies his path of itself, 
horses draw him with heavenly will,+ light, shining, fair, holy, 
wise. With swiftness do (the horses) draw him who have heavenly 
wills, when the oath of the wise meets him in good manner.^ 

69. Before whom all the heavenly Daevas and the Varenian, 
wicked, are affrighted. May we not come under the throw § of 
the angered lord whose thousand throws go against the enemy, 
he who sees with ten thousand (eyes), the strong, all-wise, un¬ 
erring. For his brightness, etc. 

18 . 

70. Mithra, etc., before whom goes Verethraghna, created by 
Ahura, with the good body of a boar, an assailing one, with 
sharp tusks, a male one with sharp tusks, a boar who only strikes 
once, || a fat, wrathful, foaming one, with iron feet, iron hands,^ 
iron weapons (?), and iron tail and cheeks. 

♦ Lit. with a fitting wheel. Possibly the “ wheel ” may be a symbol of authority, 
as with the Indian Chakravartins. 

f That is, they know the right way, and take it of their own accord. 

t Doubtful and obscure. 

§ That is, under the stroke of his weapons. 

|| That is, he destroys his adversary with a single blow. % Query , “ hoofs." 
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71. Who rushes forwards after he has fastened on a foe, armed 
with valiant mind, overthrows the foes with fighting, who does 
not deem it killing, and does not account it slaying, until he 
smites down the marrow, the soul of life, the marrow, the 
foundation of the vital power. 

72. At once he breaks in pieces all,—he who at once mixes 
with the earth the bones, hair, brains, and blood of the Mithra- 
lying men. For his brightness, etc. 

19. 

73. Mithra, etc., who, ever with uplifted hands, utters the 
words, speaking thus : 

74. “ Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, Holiest, Creator of the cor¬ 
poreal world, Pure! If men would offer to me with named* 
offerings, as they offer to the other Yazatas with named offerings, 
then would I come to the pure men at the set time and times, 
at the set time of my own shining heavenly life would I come.” 
(Cf.j. 55.) 

75. May we be the protectors of thy land, may we not be the 
destroyers of thy land, not the destroyers of the dwellings, of the 
clans, of the confederacies, of the regions, that the strong arm 
of the tormentors may not cast us down. 

76. Thou destro} T est the torments of the tormentors, anni- 
hilatest the torments of these tormentors, annihilatest those who 
slay the pure. Thou art possessed of good horses, of good 
chariots, thou art he who being invoked profitest, the Hero. 

77. I invoke Thee to help with many offerings, with good 
offerings of gifts, with many oblations, with good oblations of 
gifts, Thee, namely, Mighty One, long possessor of a good 
dwelling, of a desirable kingdom. 

78. Thou protectest those regions which apply themselves to 
good offerings to Mithra with wide pastures. Thou destroyest 
the sinful regions. I call thee hither for protection; mayest 
thou come to us for protection, mighty, strong, praiseworthy 
Mithra, worthy of adoration, the shining lord of the regions. 
For his brightness, etc. 

20 . 

79. Mithra, etc., who gave a dwelling to Rashnus; to whom 
Rashnus, for long friendship, brought a dwelling-place (?).f 

80. Thou art the Protector of the dwelling, the Protector of 
the non-liars ; thou art the ruler of the diligent among the non¬ 
liars ; to thee has he given as a friend the best victory created 
by Mazda, through which the Mithra Drujas fall down back- 

* That is, “addressed to me by name,” as in Yasht 8, 11. The Zend is avkhto - 
namdno. Cf. note to Gall Havau, v. 8. 

f These words are obscure and doubtful. 
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wards smitten (?) by their own wickedness, — many men. For 
his brightness, etc. 

21 . 

81. Mithra, etc., who gave a dwelling to Rashnus, for whom 
Rashnus, out of long friendship, prepared a place. 

82. To him gave Ahura-Mazda a thousand strengths, ten 
thousand eyes for seeing. With these eyes, with these strengths, 
he sweeps away the Mithra-harmers and Mithra-liars. Through 
these eyes, through these strengths, Mithra is unerring, who 
spies with ten thousand (eyes), the strong, all-knowing, unerring. 
For his brightness, etc. 

22 . 

83. Mithra, etc., whom the lord of the region, ever with 
uplifted hands, calls to aid ; whom the lord of the confederacy, 
ever with uplifted hands, calls to aid. 

84. Whom the lord of the clan, ever with uplifted hands, calls 
to aid; whom the lord of the dwelling, ever with uplifted hands, 
calls to aid; whom both the elders (?), ever with uplifted hands, 
call to aid ; whom the poor, devoted to the pure law, robbed of 
his gifts, ever with uplifted hands, calls to aid. 

85. The voice of him weeping mounts up to the star-lights, 
comes round the whole earth, distributes itself over the seven 
Kareshvares when he lifts up his voice with loud prayers, or 
low ones.* 

86. The (cow) led astray calls him, ever with uplifted hands,f 
for aid, thinking of the stall: “ When will the valiant Mithra, 
with wide pastures, hastening hither, bring us to the stalls ? 
When will he bring to the way of the pure, us, who are led to 
the dwelling of the Druklis?” X 

87. Hereupon Mithra, with wide pastures, comes to the help 
of him with whom he is content:—him by whom he is injured, 
Mithra, with wide pastures, destroys for him the dwelling, the 
clan, the confederacy, the region, the rule over the regipns. For 
his brightness, etc. 

23. 

88. Mithra, etc., whom honoured Ilaoma, the Promoter, the 
healthful, fair, ruling with golden eyes, on the highest summit 
of the high mountain which bears the name Hukairya, the spot¬ 
less of the spotless, before the spotless Barecma, before unspotted 
offerings, before unspotted words. 

89. Whom Ahura-Mazda, the Pure, appointed as Zaota, the 

* Low = “ spoken in a low tone.” • 

t Query, hoofs-,— but even this is impossible; eo the phrase must be taken 
metaphorically.— Translator. 

X The allusion is, no doubt, to cows driven off by robbers. ( Cf\ Spiegel’s note 
to v. 38.) 
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swift-offering, singing with uplifted (voice). The swift-offering, 
singing with loud (voice), offered with loud speech as offering- 
priest of Ahura-Mazda, as offering-priest of the Amesha-gpentas. 
This speech penetrated to the lights, it spread itself round about 
the earth, it came to the seven Kareshvares. 

90. Who first by means of a mortar uplifted Haoma, by 
means of one adorned with stars, made in a heavenly way, on 
the high mountain. Ahura-Mazda praises it, the Amesha- 
gpentas praise it, whose bodies are beautiful, to whom the Sun 
with swift steeds announces praise from afar. 

91. Praise to Mithra, with wide pastures, who has a thousand 
ears, ten thousand eyes. To thee is it to be offered, thou art to 
be praised, may they offer to thee, praise thee in the dwellings 
of men; hail to the man who ever offers to thee, holding fire¬ 
wood in the hand, mortar in the hand, with washed hands, with 
washed mortars, with bound Bari^ma, with uplifted Haoma, 
with spoken Ahuna-vairya. 

92. After this law are gracious:—Ahura-Mazda the Pure, Vohu- 
mano, Asha-vahista, Khshathra-vairya, Qpenta-armaiti, Ilaurvat 
and Ameretat,—the Amesha-cpentas choose him from desire of 
the law. To him Ahura-Mazda, the Well-working, brings rule 
over the worlds which behold thee as lord and master among the 
creatures of the world, as the best purifier among these crea¬ 
tures. 

93. Then in both worlds, in both worlds protect us, 0 Mithra, 
thou who possessest wide pastures, as well in this corporeal 
world as in the spiritual, from evil death, from the evil Aeshmas, 
from the evil hosts which uplift terrible banners, from the evil 
assault of Aeslnna, which the evil Aeshma causes with Vidhotus 
created by the Daevas.* 

94. Then give us, Mithra, thou who possessest wide pastures, 
strength for the team, health for the bodies, vanquishing of the 
tormentors, victory over the evil-wishing, annihilation of the 
unfriendly, tormenting adversaries. For his brightness, etc. 


24. 

95. Mithra, etc., who advances at sunrisef broad as the earth, 
who sweeps both ends of this earth, the broad, round, far-to- 
travel-through, J who surrounds all that is between heaven and 
earth. 

9G. Who holds a club in the hand with a hundred knots, a 
hundred edges, smiting forwards, overthrowing men, bound with 

* Cf. Yatjna lvi. 10, v. 5-10. 

f Mithra’s chief efficacy is at dawn, and he is the especial Ruler of the time 
Havant . lienee we find him (v. 97) driving away Bushvancta, the demon of sleep. 

J In Zend, durae-pdraydo ; the German is “fern zu durchschreitcndeu." 
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yellow brass, strong, golden* coloured, the strongest of weapons, 
the most victorious of weapons. 

97. Before which is affrighted Anra-mainyus, who is full of 
death, before which is affrighted Aeshma, the evil-witting, sinful, 
before which is affrighted Bushyangta with long hands, before 
which are affrighted all invisible Daevas and the Varenian, wicked 
ones. 

98. May we not come under the blow of Mithra, with wide 
pastures, when he is wrathful; may Mithra, with wide pastures, 
not smite us in w T rath ; as the mightiest of the Yazatas, the 
strongest of the Yazatas, the most famous of the Yazatas, the 
swiftest of the Yazatas, the most victorious of the Yazatas, 
stands Mithra, with wide pastures, on this earth. For his 
brightness, etc. 

25. 

99. Mithra, etc., before whom are affrighted all invisible 
Daevas, and the Varenian, wicked. Forwards marches Mithra, 
the lord of the region, w T ho possesses wide pastures, to the right 
end of this earth, the broad, round, far-to-traverse. 

100. On his right side marches the good Qraosha, the holy ; 
on his left side inarches Rashnus, the great, powerful. On all 
sides march the waters, trees, the Fravashis of the pure. 

101. To them does he, the mighty, ever bring swift-flying 
arrows, when marching, he comes where are lands opposed to 
Mithra, then first he smites the club down on horse and man, 
then terrifying he makes them both quake, horse and man. For 
his brightness, etc. 

26. 

102. Mithra, etc., w T ith shining steeds, sharp lance, long 
hilt, arrow r s gliding-home, # the far-seeing, bold w r arrior. 

108. Whom Ahura-Mazda created as ruler and overseer of all 
living nature, he is ruler and overseer of all living nature, lie 
who without sleeping protects through his watchfulness the crea¬ 
tures of Ahura-Mazda, who without sleeping guards through his 
watching the creatures of Ahura-Mazda. For his brightness, etc. 

27. 

104. Mithra, etc., whose long arms grasp forwards here with 
Mithra-strength: that which is in Eastern India he seizes, and 
that which in the Western he smites, and what is on the Steppes 
of Ranha, and what is at the ends of this earth. + 

105. Thou, O Mithra, seizing together, far out with the arms. 

* That is, attaining their mark. 

f Eastern India is no doubt the country which we call by the same name. 
Western India may perhaps be Babylonia The Steppes (plains) of ltanha, i.e. 
the Jaxartes, seem to be regarded as the boundary towards the North,—the Southern 
boundary is, naturally, the sea. 
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The unrighteous destroyed through the just, is gloomy in soul. 
Thus thinks the unrighteous: Mithra, the artless, does not see 
all these evil deeds, all these lies. 

106. But I think in my soul: No earthly man with a hun¬ 
dred-fold strength thinks so much evil as Mithra with heavenly 
strength thinks good. No earthly man with a hundred-fold 
strength speaks so much evil as Mithra with heavenly strength 
speaks good. No earthly man with a hundred-fold strength does 
so much evil as Mithra with heavenly strength does good. 

. 107. With no earthly man is the hundred-fold greater heavenly 
understanding allied as the heavenly understanding allies itself 
to the heavenly Mithra, the heavenly. No earthly man with a 
hundred-fold strength hears with the ears as the heavenly Mithra, 
who hears with the ears, possesses a hundred strengths, sees 
every liar. Mightily goes forwards Mithra, powerful in rule 
marches he onwards, fair visual power, shining from afar, gives 
he to the eyes. 

108. “Who will offer to me, who will lie to me, will heed 
me as a Yazata with good, who with evil offerings? On whom 
shall I bestow kingdom and brightness, on whom soundness of 
body, I who am able ? On whom shall I bestow very brilliant 
blessings, 1 who am able ? Whom shall I richly bless with 
heavenly progeny?” 

109. “ To whom shall I give mighty rule, brilliantly equipped, 
provided with many troops, the best, without his thinking 
thereon, to him who breaks the skull of the foe, possessing like 
rule: to the hero, the smiting, who is not bowed, who orders 
the punishment to be carried out. Swift will this, when com¬ 
manded, be executed, when the wrathful orders it for the injured, 
not contented, he makes pleasure to the soul of Mithra, to the 
pacifying of Mithra.” 

110. “To whom shall I give sickness and death, to whom 
curses and misfortune, I who am able ? Whose heavenly off¬ 
spring shall I slay with immediate stroke?” 

11L. “ From whom shall I take away the powerful rule, the 
brilliantly armed, provided with many troops, the best, without 
his thinking it?” From him who possesses equal rule to the foe, 
who smites the heads of the foes, is mighty, smites without being 
bowed ? Who orders a punishment, then it arrives quickly after 
it is commanded. When the wrathful orders it lor the not 
offended, contented, Mithra, then the mind of Mithra joins itself 
to dissatisfaction.” For his brightness, etc. 

28. 

112. Mithra, etc., him with silver helm, golden coat of mail, 
armed with dagger, mighty, strong, lord of the clan, the 
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warrior. Manifest are the ways of Mithra when he comes to 
the region where, well-honoured, he makes the deep plains into 
pastures. 

113. Then strides he forwards ruling his cattle as well as his 
men according to his wish, wherefore may Mithra and Ahura 
the great come to help us, yea Mithra and Ahura the great. 
When the weapons speak loud, and the horse-hoofs (?) stamp, 
the daggers gleam (?), the strings whirr with sharp arrows. 
Then are the descendants of evil offerers slain, piled up with the 
hair. # 

114. Then mayest thou, 0 Mithra, with wide pastures, give 
us strength for the team, health for the bodies, firmness against 
the tormentors, victory over the evil-witting, total destruction of 
the unfriendly, tormenting. For his brightness, etc. 

29. 

115. Mithra, etc. 0 Mithra, with many pastures, Lord over 
the dwellings, clans, confederacies, regions, High-priest I 

116. Twenty-fold is Mithra among friends through firmness, 
thirty-fold among the labouring, forty-fold amongst those who 
sit on hurdles,+ fifty-fold amongst the good offerers, sixty-fold 
among the disciples, seventy-fold amongst teachers and disciples, 
eighty-fold among children-in-law and parents-in-law, ninety-fold 
among brethren. 

117. A hundred-fold among father and son, a thousand-fold 
among the regions, ten-thousand-fold is Mithra with him who 
holds fast to the Mazdayacnian law, then here by day arms him¬ 
self for victory (?).J 

118. With prayer set under and set above § will I approach ; 
when this Sun comes over the high mountain and flies hither, 
then will 1 come, 0 holy One, with prayer set under and set 
above, against the,wish of the bad Anra-inainyus, the wicked. 
For his brightness, etc. 

30 . ' 

119. Mithra, etc. Oiler to Mithra, 0 holy, announce him to 
the disciples.|| May the Mazdayacnians oiler to thee with great 
and small cattle, with two birds which fly along swift-winged. 

120. Mithra is the uplifter and worker, for all pure Mazda- 
yat^nians, llaoina, the announced and proclaimed, whom the 
priest announces and oilers. May the pure man eat of the 

• Those words seem to refer to the ancient custom of piling up the heads of the 
slain ; but the whole passage is full of difficulties. 

f That is, sheep-folds or cattle-pen's. 

X These words are obscure. It is worthy of note that Mithm’s connection with 
the region, i.e. the political district, is placed higher than his relation to families. 

§ The distinction between thc>e two kinds of prayers is not known. 

|| These words appear to be spoken by Ahura-Mazda to Zurathustra. 
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purest gifts; if lie does this, if he offers to Mithra, with wide 
pastures, then is this one content, not offended. 

121. Zarathustra asked Him: “How, 0 Ahura-Mazda, shall 
the pure man eat of the purified gifts (through which) he who 
does it when he offers to Mithra with wide pastures, he is con¬ 
tent, not offended V 9 

122. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Throughout three days, 
three nights, shall one wash the body, thirty blows* * * § shall one 
choose out for offering and praise for Mithra, with wide pastures. 
Throughout two days, two nights, shall one wash the body, 
twenty strokes shall one choose out as offering and praise for 
Mithra, with wide pastures. No one shall eat of these gifts who 
has not taught the offering-prayer to all lords.f Tor his bright¬ 
ness, etc. 

31. 

123. Mithra, etc., to whom offered Ahura-Mazda, in the 
shining Garo-nemana. 

124. With uplifted arms, Mithra, with wide pastures, marches 
to immortality; from Garo-nemana, the shining, he rides on a 
beautiful chariot, one alike strong, of all shapes, golden. 

125. To this chariot are yoked four white horses of like 
colour, who eat heavenly foodj and are immortal. Their fore¬ 
hoofs are shod with gold, their hind hoofs with silver. Then are 
they all harnessed to the same pole, which is curved above, 
bound with split, firm, inlaid clasps of metal.§ 

12G. On his right side rides Rash nu, the most upright, holiest, 
most grown-up; on his left side rides the Rightest Wisdom, the 
gift-bringing, pure : she wears white garments,—white, a simili¬ 
tude of the Mazdayacnian law. 

127. There rides near the sharp sword of the wise in the good 
form of a boar, an assailing one with sharp tusks, a valiant one 
with strong hoofs, a boar striking only once, a fat, wrathful, 
dripping, || firm, armed one, riding by the side. On the outside 
of this flies along the fire which has kindled the strong kingly 
brightness (majesty). 

128. For the protection of the chariot of Mithra, with wide 
pastures there stand by: a thousand bows which are w'ell- 
equipped with ten sinews of horned-cattle. With heavenly will 
they fly, with heavenly will they light on the skulls of the Daevas. 

* It is not stated what these “blows” are, but there seems little doubt that the 
lulling noxious beasts is intended. 

t That is, who has not announced it to all good Genii, etc., as in Vispered i. 
Yatjna i. 

1 That is, no food at all. Cf. “ Die Tradit. Lit. der Parsen,” vol. ii. p. 181. 

§ These difficult words are rendered according to Wdudischmaun’s explanation. 

|| [Subaudi, with foam]. 
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129. For the protection of the chariot of Mithra, with wide 
pastures, there stand by: a thousand arrows, feathered with 
vulture’s feathers, with golden points, horn shafts with iron 
notches, well made. With heavenly will they fly forth, with 
heavenly will they fall on the skulls of the Daevas. 

130. For the protection of the chariot of Mithra with wide 
pastures, there stand: a thousand lances, well made, with sharp 
points. With heavenly will they fly on, with heavenly will 
they fall on the heads of the Daevas. For the protection of the 
chariot of Mithra, with wide pastures, there stand; a thousand 
quoits,* copper, two-edged, well-fashioned. With heavenly will 
they fly along, with heavenly will they fall on the heads of the 
Daevas. 

131. For the protection of the chariot of Mithra, with wide 
pastures, there stand : a thousand knives, two-edged, well- 
fashioned. With heavenly will they fly on, with heavenly will 
they light upon the heads of the Daevas. For the protection of 
the chariot of Mithra, with wide pastures, there stand: a thou¬ 
sand clubs, iron, well-fashioned. With heavenly will they fly 
along, with heavenly will they fall on the heads of the Daevas. 

132. For the protection of the chariot of Mithra, with wide 
pastures, there stands by: a beautiful mighty club, with a hun¬ 
dred knobs, with a hundred edges, men-smashing, the iron over¬ 
laid with strong golden brass, the strongest of weapons, the most 
victorious of weapons. With heavenly will it flies forth, with 
heavenly will it falls upon the heads of the Daevas. 

133. After the smiting of the Daevas, after the overthrow of 
the Mithra-Drujas among men, Mithra, with wide pastures, rides 
forwards over Arezahe, over Qavahe, over Fradadhafslm and 
Vidadhafshu, over Vouru-barsti and Vouru-jarsti, over this 
Kareshvare, Qaniratha, the high. 

134. Ever is affrighted Ahra-mainyus, who is full of death ; 
ever is Aeshma, the"evil-witting, sinful, affrighted; ever is Bush- 
yaii 9 ta, with long hands, affrighted; ever are all the invisible 
Daevas affrighted, and the wicked, Varenian. 

135. May we not come under the blow of Mithra, with wide 
pastures, when he is wrathful, (cf. above 98). For his bright¬ 
ness, etc. 

32. 

136. Mithra, etc., for whom shining horses, harnessed to the 
chariot, join themselves,—provided with a wheel, golden, and 
arms wholly shining. 

137. If one brings him gifts to his dwelling,—Prosperity is 
to the man honouring him, so spake Ahura-Mazda, 0 pure Zara- 


Or discs, probably resembling the disci of the Greeks. 
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thustra,—for whom a pure priest in the world, a pious, whose 
body is the Mahthra, offers the Barecma bound together, 
straightway comes Mithra into the dwelling of this honouring 
man. 

138. If one invokes him, it happens according to the word of 
the praiser, according to the word of the invoker. But lie is a 
weapon against the honouring man,—thus spake Ahura-Mazda, 
0 pure Zarathustra,—for whom an impure priest, an impious 
one, whose body is not the Manthra, stands behind the Barecma, 
although he strews full twigs and offers long offering. 

139. This one makes neither Ahura-Mazda nor the other 
Amesha-cpentas contented, not Mithra with wide pastures: he 
who is high-minded against Ahura-Mazda, high-minded against 
the other Amesha-cpentas, against Mithra with wide pastures, 
against the law, Rashnu and Arstat who promotes the world, 
increases the world. For his brightness,, etc. 

33. 

140. Mithra, etc. Offer to Mithra, O holy, the strong in the 
world (?), heavenly, distinguished, bestowing of himself, without 
companions, who has a dwelling on high, the mighty, strong 
warrior. 

141. lie is victorious, provided with well-made weapons, 
watchful out of darkness, unerring. Among the strong he is 
the strongest, the mightiest of the mighty, the most understand¬ 
ing of the gods, victorious he is united with majesty : lie who 
has a thousand ears, ten thousand eyes, who watches with ten 
thousand (eyes), the strong, all-knowing, unerring. For his 
brightness, etc. 

34. 

149. Mithra, etc. Who as the first announcer promotes 
strength amongst the creatures of Qpenta-mainyus, he the 
well-created, greatest Yazata, when he illumines the body, as 
the self-illumining Moon shines. 

143. Whose countenance shines like that of the Star Tistrya, 
whose chariot, the undeceiving seizes, first, 0 holy, namely, among 
the fairest of creatures, created with sunshine for the shining 
Yazatas, the star-shining (chariot) created by Ahura-Mazda, in 
heavenly way.* lie watches with ten thousand (eyes), is strong, 
all-knowing, unerring. For his brightness, etc. 

35. 

144. Mithra, etc. Mithra, who is over the regions, praise 
we. Mithra, who is in the regions, praise we. Mithra, who is 
at the regions, praise we. Mithra, who is above the regions, 

* The German Wcisse (whiteness) is doubtless a misprint for TTeisess" way," 
“ manner,” etc. 
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praise we. Mithra, who is underneath the regions, praise we. 
Mithra, who is before the regions, praise we. Mithra, who is 
behind the regions, praise we* 

14-3. Mithra and Ahura, both great, imperishable, pure, praise 
we. The Stars, the Moon, the" Sun in the Barecma-bearing 
trees, Mithra, the sovereign of all regions, praise we. Offering, 
praise, etc. 


XXVII. (U) CBOSH-TASHT-HADOKHT. 

In the name of God, Ormazd the Rider , Increaser, May there 
increase in great majesty : Crosk the pure, the swift , whose body 
is the Mantkra. whose weapons are terrible . who is gifted with 
mighty weapons, the ruler of the creatures of Ormazd , may he 
come . — Of all sins. etc. 

Khshnaothra to Ahura-Mazda, etc. Satisfaction for the holy 
Qraosha, the firm, whose body is the Mauthra, whose weapons 
are terrible, praise for the Ahurian, etc. 

1 . 

1. Craosha the holy, beautiful, victorious, promoting the 
world/ pure, lord of purity, praise we. Good adoration, best 
adoration, 0 Zarathustra, (be) for the worlds. 

2. This holds back the friend of the wicked among the wicked, 
this surrounds completely the eyes and understanding, ears, 
hands, feet of the evil man, as well as the evil woman, and their 
mouth with bands — the good prayer, the unerring, not tor¬ 
mented, the shield for man, a cuirass against the Drujas, an 
averter. 

:j. Qraosha the holy is he who most nourishes the poor, he is 
the victorious, who most slays the Drujas. Also the pure man 
who most utters 'blessings is, through victory, the most vic¬ 
torious,t (for) the Manthra-cpenta most drives away the invisible 
Drujas. The Ahuna-vairya is the most victorious among 
pravers. The right-spoken speech is the most victorious in con- 
crrelrations. The Mazdayacnian law is in all disputations, in all 
eood things, in all those which spring from pure seed, manifestly 
the most Tegal, and so appointed by Zarathustra. 

4. Whoso, 0 Zarathustra, utters this spoken word, be it a 
man or a woman, with very pure mind, with very pure words, 
with very pure works, at a great water, at a great terror in a 
dark cloudy night, at the bridge of flowing waters, at the cross- 


• In this verse Mithra is extolled as being- lord of the regions in every way. 
t A' (j’nibsba is himself victorious, he makes the pure man vrho utters the prayer3 
victorious also. 
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ways,* in the assembly of pure men, at the congregation of 
wicked Daeva-worshippers : 

5. At every bad hap, as often as one fears a misfortune from 
the bad, there will not on that day or in that night an oppressor, 
a tormentor, an affiieter, be seen by him with the eyes, — the 
plague of the numerous thieves marching along will not reach 
him. 

6. This uttered speech shalt thou recite, 0 Zarathustra, when 
it approaches the tormentors, troops of thieves, liars, those run¬ 
ning up, then the sorcerers among the wicked Daeva-worshippers, 
the Pairikas among the followers of the sorcerers, the tormentors 
among the followers of the Pairikas, then will they be terrified 
and dee from it; vanished are the Daevas, vanished are the 
Daeva-worshippers, they hold their mouths who strive so much 
to wound.t 

7. As (the dogs) which protect the cattle, so hold we the holy 
Craosha, the pure, victorious, so offer we to the holy Craosha, 
the pure, victorious, with good thoughts, words, and works. 

8. 9. For his brightness, etc. ( Cj\ Yacna lvi. 1, 5 tf.) 

2 . 

10-13. Craosha, etc., who smites wicked men and wicked 
women, etc. (Cf. Yagna lvi. 7.) 

3. 

14. Craosha, etc., who watches over the treaties of peace aud 
the compacts of the Druja, and the holiest in regard to the 
Amesha-cpentas over the earth consisting of seven Kareshvares, 
who is the law-giver for the law : to him has Ahura-Mazda, the 
Pure, taught the law. For his brightness, etc. 

4. 

15. Craosha, etc., whom Ahura-Mazda, the pure, created as 
an antagonist of Aeshma with terrible weapons. The victorious 
peace praise we, and the antagonist not smitten, not coming to 
shame : 

16. The friends of the holy Craosha, the friends of Raslmu 
the most just, the friends of Mithra with broad pastures, the 
friends of the wind, the pure, the friends of the good Mazda- 
yagnian law, the friends of Arstat, who promotes the world, 
increases the world, (is) the profit of the world, the friends of 
Ashis-vanuhi, the friends of the good wisdom, the friends of the 
most right wisdom. 

17. The friends of all Yazatas, the friends of the Manthra- 

* graosha is invoked at the cross-ways as one who shows the right way. 
f This passage is obscure. 
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9 penta, the friends of the law given against the Daevas, the 
friends of the long stud} 7 , the friends of the Amesha- 9 pentas, the 
friends of the helpers of us the two-legged (men), pure, the 
friends of the whole Mazdaya£nian law. For his brightness, etc. 

5. 

18. Qraosha, etc., the first, uppermost, middle, and foremost, 
through the first, uppermost, middle, and foremost offering.* 
Wholly and entirely do we praise Qraosha, the holy, strong, 
whose body is the Marithra, etc. (6/*. Yacna lvi. 13, 2). 

19. The strong, protecting, who possesses strength in the 
arms, the warrior who smites the head of the Daevas, who 
gives victorious strokes, grants victorious strokes to the pure, 
who smites victoriously,—the victoriousness which springs from 
above, of the holy Qraosha and Arsti, worthy of honour. 

20. All dwellings protected by Qraosha we praise, where 
Qraosha, beloved as a friend, receives, where the pure man 
especially thinks purity, especially speaks purity, especially 
does purity. 

21. The body of the holy Qraosha praise we. The body of 
Rashnu, the most just, praise we. The body of Mithra, with 
wide pastures, praise we. The body of the pure wind praise we. 
The body of the good Mazdayacnian law praise we. The body 
of Arstat, who furthers the world, increases the world, (is) the 
profit of the world, praise we. The body of Ashis-vaiiuhi praise 
w T e. The body of the good wisdom praise we. The body of the 
Tightest wisdom praise we. The body of all Yazatas praise we. 

22. The body of the Manthra-cpenta praise we. The body of 
the law which is given against the Daevas praise we. The body 
of the long study praise we. The body of the Amesha* 9 pentas 
praise we. The body of the helper of us, the two-legged (men), 
praise we. For his brightness, etc. Offering, praise, etc. 

XXVIII. ( 12 ) RASIINU-YASHT. 

In the name of God the Lord Ormazd , the Increascr. May 
the Izad lias/mu increase in great strength , may he come . Of 
all my sins , etc . 

Khshnaothra to Ahura-Mazda, etc. Khshnaothra to Rashnu 
the most just, and Arstat who furthers the world, increases the 
world, to the right-spoken speech which furthers the world, 
praise, etc. 

* According to the Parsf Tr. the first offering is the Yasht No-nabcr (perhaps the 
daily offering) ; the uppermost, the Vispered; the middle, the Hadokht; the highest 
of all, the Duazdah Hamacjt. The two latter expressions must refer to hooks now 
lost. This Yasht is probably taken from the Hadokht . 
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1. 

L The pure asked Ilim : 0 Pure Ahura-Mazda, I pray Thee, 
0 Pure Ahura-Mazda, I ask Thee, answer me with right speech, 
Thou who knowest, Thou who art unerring,* of unerring under¬ 
standing, the Unerring Omniscient: Which is the truly created 
of the Maiithra-§pentas, which the surpassing, which the distin¬ 
guishing, which the healing, which the shining, which the power¬ 
ful, that is placed higher than other creatures? 

2. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : 1 will tell it to thee, 0 
true, pure, holy : the Manthra, the very majestic,—that is, the 
truly created Manthra-gpenta, the eminent, the distinguishing, 
the healing, the shining, the powerful, which is placed higher 
than other creatures. 

3. Then spake Ahura-Mazda: At the third part (of the night) 
shalt thou bind together Barecma, pure, towards the way of the 
Sun : “ We invoke and praise (Me) Ahura-Mazda. Against the 
unfriendly call I Him hither to this good of the uplifted, here 
to the fire and Barecma, here to the fullness which does not 
decrease, here to the gift full of fatness, and the pith of the 
trees.” 

4. Then will I come to thy help, I who am Ahura-Mazda, to 
the uplifted good, to the fire and Barecma, to the fullness which 
decreases not, to the gift full of fatness, to the pith of the trees, 
together with the victorious winds, with the oath of the wise, 
with the kingly majesty, with the profit created by Mazda. 

5. We invoke and praise Raslinu, the strong : against the 
unfriendly call I him hither to this uplifted good, hither to 
the fire and Barecma, to the fullness not decreasing, to the gift 
full of fatness, to the pith of the trees. 

6. Then will Raslinu the great, mighty, come to thy help, to 
this uplifted good, to the fire and Barecma, to the fullness which 
does not decrease, to the gift full of fatness, to the pith of the 
trees, together with the victorious winds, with the oath, with the 
kingly majesty, with the profit created by Mazda. 

7. 0 pure Raslinu, justest Rashnu, holiest Rashnu, wisest 
Raslinu, most chosen Rashnu, most far-seeing Rashnu, thou, 0 
Rashnu, who most helpest the victorious, thou who most smitest 
the thief. 

8. Un-oflended, armed, thou most pernicious to the thieves 

and robbers in this circle in wdiicli the circles of the world are 
clothed.f 

9. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Ivareshvare Arezahe, 
we invoke and praise, etc. J 

* Or, “ who eannot be made to err.” 

f The rest of this difficult verse is quite unintelligible. 

X Here and in the following sections, verses 5-8 are to be repeated. 
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• 2 . 

10. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Kareshvare Qavahe, 
we invoke and praise, etc. 

3. 

11. Since thou, O pure Rashnu, art at the Kareshvare Frada- 
dhafshu, we invoke and praise, etc. 

4. 

12. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Kareshvare Yida- 
dhafshu, we invoke and praise, etc. 

5. 

13. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Kareshvare Vouru- 
barsti, we invoke and praise, etc. 

6 . 

14. Since thou, 0 pui'e Rashnu, art at the Kareshvare Vouru- 
jarsti, we invoke and praise, etc.- 

7. 

15. Since thou, 0 pure Raslmu, art at the Kareshvare Qani- 
ratha the high, we invoke and praise, etc. 

8 . 

16. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Kareshvare, the 
Sea Vouru-kasha, we invoke and praise, etc. 

9. 

17. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Kareshvare, the 
Tree Qaena, which stands in the midst of the Sea Youru-kasha, 
which is called by the names Hubis, Eredhwo-bis, and Yicpo- 
bis, on which are placed the seeds of all trees, we invoke and 
praise,* etc. 

10 . 

18. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the waters of Ranha, 
we invoke and praise, etc. 

11 .* 

19. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, are at the steppes of Ranha,f 
we invoke and praise, etc. 

12 . 

20. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the ends of this earth, 
we invoke and praise, etc. 

* This tree is further described in the Mkh. (cf. Parsi Gram. p. 172-3), where it is 
called Jat-bes (without pain) and Uarvigp-tolchma (possessing all seeds). 

f Ranha is probably the Jaxartes. 
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13. 

21. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the bounds of this 
earth, we iuvoke and praise, etc. 

14. 

22. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art everywhere on this earth, 
we invoke and praise, etc. 

15. 

23. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the great Ilara,* the 
very aspiring’, lofty, where [are] neither night nor darkness, neither 
cold wind nor hot, neither dissolution which draws to itself many 
deaths, nor filth created by the Daevas, nor do clouds ascend the 
high mountain,—we invoke and praise, etc. 

1C. 

24. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the lofty Hukairya, 
the wholly praiseworthy, golden, from which flows down to me 
Ardvi-cura, the Spotless, with the strength of a thousand men, 
we invoke and praise, etc. 

17. 

25. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the high mountain 
Taera, round which go for me Stars, Moon, and Sun, we invoke 
and praise, etc. 

18 . 

26. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Star Valiant, 
created by Mazda, we invoke and praise, etc. 

19. 

27. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Star Tistrya, the 
bright, majestic, we invoke and praise, etc. 

20 . 

28. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Stars IIapt6iringa,+ 
we invoke and praise, etc. 

21 . 

29. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Star3 which con¬ 
tain the seeds of the water, we invoke and praise, etc. 

22 . 

30. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Stars, which con¬ 
tain the seeds of the earth, we invoke and praise, etc. 

* ITara , or Hara-berezaiti (the Alborj of later writings) is considered as a moun¬ 
tain surrounding the whole world, to which Sun, Moon, and Stars return after having 
shone upon the earth. It is the abode of Light and Happiness. (Cf. Die Tradi- 
tionelle Literatur der Parsen, etc., vou Fr. Spiegel, vol. ii. p. 107.) 

f The Constellation which guards the North. According to the Mkh. it is set at 
the gates of Hell, along with 99999 Frohars (Fravashis) of the pure, to keep back 
tbe 99999 Devs, Drujas, etc., who arc hostile to Heaven and the Stars. 
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23. 

31. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Stars, which con¬ 
tain the seeds of the trees, we invoke and praise, etc. 

24. 

32. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Stars, which belong 
to Qpenta-mainyu, we invoke and praise, etc.* 

25. 

33. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Moon, which con¬ 
tains the seed of the bull, we invoke and praise, etc. 

26. 

34. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the Sun, with swift 
horses, we invoke and praise, etc. 

27. 

35. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the lights without 
beginning, which follow their own law, we invoke and praise, etc. 

28. 

36. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the best place of the 
pure, the shining, very brilliant, we invoke and praise, etc. 

29. 

37. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, art at the shining Garo- 
nemano, we invoke and praise, etc. 

30. 

38. Since thou, 0 pure Rashnu, .... 

Offering, praise, etc. 

XXIX. ( 13 ) FARVARDIN-YASIIT. 

In the name of God , the Lord Ormazd , the Incrcaser. May 
they increase in great brightness , the high Frohars ; may they 
come .— Of all my sins f etc. 

Khshnaothra for Ahura-Mazda, etc. Khshnaothra for the 
Fravasliis of the pure, the strong, storming, the Fravashis of 
the former Custom, the Fravashis of the nearest relations, for 
praise, etc. 

1 . 

1. Ahura-Mazda spake to the holy Zarathustra: I declare 
thus to thee, the might, strength, majesty, help, and joy of the 

* Respecting the Stars mentioned in verses 29-32, cf. Yendidad, Introduction to 
Fargard xxi. 
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Fravashis of the pure, 0 pure, holy (Zarathustra), the mighty, 
storming, how they bring help to me, how they secure assistance 
to me, the strong Fravashis of the pure. 

2. Through their brightness and majesty I uphold the heaven, 
0 Zarathustra, which shines above and is fair, which goes round 
about this earth. 

3. It is likened to a bird which stands fast, heavenly-made, 
having far boundaries, with a body of shining ore, shining on the 
third (of the earth), which Ahura-Mazda clothes with a star-sown 
garment, one made in heavenly guise; in company with him 
is Mithra, together with Iiashnu and Armaiti-fpenta, whose 
(heaven’s) boundaries can be seen on no side. 

4. Through their brightness and majesty, 0 Zarathustra, I 
maintain Ardvi-fura, the Spotless, the full-flowing, healing, 
averse to the Daevas, attached to the law of Ahura, the praise¬ 
worthy for the corporeal world, the pure for those who promote 
life, the pure for those who advance the cattle, the pure for those 
who advance the kingdom, the pure for the advancers of the 
region. 

5. Who purifies the seed of all men, who purifies the bodies 
of all women for a good delivery, who bestows good delivery on 
all women, who brings fit and suitable milk to all women. 

6. She is great and far-renowned, who is as great as all the 
other waters which hasten to the earth, which flow down mightily 
from Ilukairya the high to the sea Vouru-kasha. 

7. All (waters) purify themselves in the great sea Vouru- 
kasha, each flows through the midst of the same, where Ardvi- 
£iira, the Spotless, makes them flow out; She pours them out, 
She, the Spotless, who has a thousand canals, a thousand chan¬ 
nels : each of these canals, of these channels, is forty days’ jour¬ 
ney for a well-mounted man. 

8. The flowing out of this my water alone comes all the seven 
Ivareshvares, and brings from this my water alone ever thither 
in summer as in winter. This my water purifies the seed of 
men, the bodies of women, the milk of women. 

9. Through their brightness and majesty, 0 Zarathustra, I 
support the broad earth created by Ahura, great, wide, the 
mother of the fair abundance, which bears the whole corporeal 
world, the living and dead, and the high mountains with many 
pastures, abounding in water. 

10. On which flowing waters hasten, going in many streams, 
on which trees of many kinds spring out of the earth, for the 
nourishment of cattle and men, for the nourishment of the Arian 
region, for the nourishment of the cattle that is harnessed on 
the ways, for the protection of the pure men. 

11. Through their brightness and majesty, 0 Zarathustra 


82 


KHORDAH-AVESTA. 


keep I the children protected in the mothers,* so that they do 
not die until Yidhotusf is brought thither : in them there collect 
themselves richly, bones, colours, sinews, increase of the feet 
and organs of generation. 

12. For if the strong Fravaskis of the pure would not afford 
Me assistance, then there would not be here cattle and men of 
praiseworthy lands, the best. The increase would belong to the 
Drujas, the kingdom to the Drujas, the corporeal world to the 
Drujas. 

13. Below, between heaven and earth, they would rob for the 
invisible Drnja; between heaven and earth, they would smite 
for the invisible Druja; not Avould hereafter Anra-mainyus sub¬ 
mit to Qpenta-mainyu, who possesses smiting friends. 

14. Through their brightness and majesty flow the waters 
forward in haste at the inexhaustible sources ; through their 
brightness and their majesty the trees grow up from the earth 
at the inexhaustible sources ; through their brightness and their 
majesty blow winds which urge the clouds forwards to the inex¬ 
haustible sources. 

15. Through their brightness and their majesty the women 
protect their children; X through their brightness and their majesty 
they bring forth happily ; through their brightness and their 
majesty it happens that they bear children. 

16. Through their brightness and their majesty is the man 
born, the gatherer and congregator, who willingly obeys speech, 
possesses deep understanding, -who goes against the scorners 
before the back of the countryman; § through their brightness 
and majesty goes the Sun his path, through their brightness and 
majesty goes the Moon her path, through their brightness and 
majesty go the Stars their path. Through their brightness and 
their majesty goes the Sun his path, through their brightness 
and their majesty goes the Moon her path, through their bright¬ 
ness and their majesty go the Stars their path. 

17. They are an assistance in fierce combats, the wisest Fra¬ 
vaskis of the pure. The Fravaskis of the pure are the strongest, 
0 holy; those of the former law or those of the yet unborn 
men, the forward-stepping, profitable. Then of the others, 0 
Zarathustra, the Fravaskis of living men are stronger than those 
of the dead. || 

* Cf. Ya^na xxiii. 2. f Respecting Yidhotus, or A^to-Yidhotus, cf. 

Yendidad v. 25, note. J hi the wombs. 

§ These words are doubtful and obscure. The word rendered “countryman” 

( Gaotema ) does not occur elsewhere in the A vesta. 

|| According to this verse the Fravashis are thus distinguished— 1. The Fravashis 
of the raoinja-tkaeshas , i.e. the Heroes of ancient times. 2. The Fravashis of the 
future Saviours. 3. The Fravashis of the living. 4. The Fravashis of the departed. 
These last are weaker than the Fravashis of the living, and hence require offerings 
from men whereby their strength may be increased. 
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18. What man treats them well, the Fravashis of the pure, 
while he lives : the ruler of a region, alike in kingdom, he lives 
long, is mighty,—(just so) every man who treats Mithra with 
wide pastures well, Arstat who furthers the world and increases 
the world. 

19. Thus I announce to thee the strength, might, majesty, 
protection, and joy of the Fravashis of the pure, 0 pure Zara- 
thustra, the strong, storming ; they come to my help, they bring 
me assistance, the strong Fravashis of the pure. 

2 . 

20. Ahura-Mazda spake to the holy Zarathustra: If, 0 holy 
Zarathustra, there come before thee on the ways in this corporeal 
world, fearful terrors, fearful events, if they (come) for the 
frightening of bodies, then shalt thou recite these words, utter 
these prayers, the victorious, 0 Zarathustra: 

21. The good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure, I praise, I 
invoke, I make [them] my own, I offer to them ; the Fravashis of 
the dwellings, of the clans, of the confederacies, of the regions, the 
Zarathustrian; those which are amongst those now living, which 
are amongst the former living, which are among those about to 
live hereafter, of the pure, all (Fravashis) of all regions, the 
friendly, the kindred regions. 

22. Which support the heaven, which support the water, which 
support the earth, which support the Cow, which support the 
children in the mothers, so that they do not die, till Vidhotus is 
brought hither, there collect themselves richly in them, bones, 
colours, sinews, increase of feet, and organs of generation. 

23. Which endure much, which are above all strong, high of 
themselves, high on chariots, above all mighty, above all power¬ 
ful, which are strong in blessings, strong in victory, strong in 
fight. 

24. The givers of victory to the implorers, the givers of favour 
to the marksmen (?), the givers of health to the working (?), the 
givers of much brightness to those offering to them, who pray to 
them, contenting them, bringing gifts, the pure. 

25. Who here go most thither where pure men are, who most 
keep purity in mind where they are most honoured, where the 
pure is contented, where the pure is not plagued. 

3. 

2G. The good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure we invoke, 
who are the strongest of the marching, the swiftest of the 
furthering, who most of the departed look on this world, the most 
efficacious of the ways, the least failing of weapons and defences, 
who work not going forwards.* 

* The latter part of this verse is beyond the Translator’s comprehension; but for 
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27. These, the good-fortune where they come, the good, these, 
the best, we honour; the good, strong, holy Fravashis of the 
pure, they are strong at the spreading Barecma, in victorious 
combat, in fight, they are there where strong men combat in 
victorious fight.* 

28. Them does Ahura-Mazda calif to help, as the supporters of 
the heaven, of the water, the earth, the trees, as Qpenta-mainyu 
upholds the heaven, the water, the earth, the cow, the trees; as 
he upholds, protects, the children in the mothers, so that they 
die not until Yidhotus is brought hither, in them (the mothers) 
there collect themselves abundantly: bones, colours, sinews, 
growth of feet, and organs of generation. 

29. They uphold Qpenta-mainyus, they the strong, sitting 
still, having good eyes, efficient eyes, hearing, delighting them¬ 
selves, great, high-girt, well-defending, far-defending, going in 
the far ..... . they, the renowned, support the heavens. 

4. 

30. The good, strong, etc. The good friends, the well-work¬ 
ing for the dwelling of long friends, J the best, if not offended, 
for men, they the good amongst the good, who protect you, the 
far-shining, healing, renowned, battle-smiting, who do not offend 
first. 

5. 

31. The good, strong, etc. Who are of strong will against 
the tormentors, working on high, very profitable, who in the 
fight break the strong arms of the hostile tormentors. 

6 . 

32. The good, strong, etc. The distributors, the mighty, very 
strong, not to be seized with the thought, brilliant, merciful, heal¬ 
ing, provided with the healing remedies of Ashi, according to the 
breadth of the earth, the length of a river, the height of the Sun. 

the satisfaction of more learned readers he gives the original German, which runs as 
follows : “ Die nachwirkendsten dcr Stege, die nieht dam ben sehlagendsten der IVaffen 
und Abuchrmittcl , xrelche nieht vorndirts gchend tcirken*' Professor Goldstucker, of 
University College, who was so kind as to send the Translator a version of the 
passage, says that it is unintelligible even to a German, and that he can only guess at 
the meaning. The concluding words, lie says, may perhaps mean, “such remedies as 
(cure past evils) but not future (ones),"—Mr. E. Deutsch (British Museum), who has 
frequently given the Translator valuable hints, suggests, “ guards which do not act 
advancingly,” i.e. which do not go forward away from the bodies of those they are to 
protect.—When Germans themselves can only guess the meaning of words in their own 
language, the Translator thinks he may fairly be excused from attempting to solve the 
riddle, “ Davus sum non ffidipus." The Zend words are yao afrauurviqvat k?rPneaint\ t 
and the difficulty lies in afraourviqvat of which the a is negative , the fra seems to 
imply progression, and the rest of the word is doubtful — Translator. 

* The Fravashis are here considered as affording assistance to believers in the fight. 

f Or, “Them did Ahura-Mazda call,” etc., as it is uncertain whether the verse 
refers to the past or the present. 

J Perhaps, those who have long held friendship with them. 
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7. 

33. The good, strong, etc. The strong, armed, worthy, 
terrible, far-seeing, who destroy the torment of all tormentors, 
Daevas and men, striking down the foes with might according to 
their own wish and will. 

34. Ye give to the good victory created by Ahura, and the 
blow that comes from above, you the profitable for these regions, 
namely, when ye are good, not offended, contented, not revengeful, 
and without pain. To you is it to be offered, and you are to be 
praised, warding off according to your will at the going-forwards. 

8 . 

35. The good, strong, etc. The renowned battle-smiting, strong, 
above all, bearing shields, invulnerable, whom of the righteous, 
the terrifier and the terrified, implore for help. For going away 
prays the terrifier, for going away the terrified.* 

36. Who there most go forwards where pure men most keep 
purity in mind, where they are most honoured, where the pure 
is contented, the pure is untormented. 

9. 

37. The good, strong, etc., with numerous hosts, praiseworthy 
arms, uplifted banners, the high, who in hot fight come down to 
the warriors, who drive forwards the battle, as strong warriors 
against the foes. 

38. Ye also destroy the victory of the foes, the Turanian; ye 
destroy the torments of the foes, the Turanian. In your pre¬ 
sence are the leaders (?) bold, you who are strong warriors, 
strong preservers, strong victors. With your weapons they 
smite the terrible, among the foes, who have a thousand lords. 

10 . 

39. The good, strong, etc., who at meeting destroy the ends of 
the (hostile) lines, bend the middle, swiftly march to the protec¬ 
tion of the pure man, to the harassing of the evil-doers. 

11 . 

40. The good, strong, etc., who are bold, rushing, victorious, 
battle-smiting, satisfied, dispersing and going round, listening, 
with renowmed bodies, heavenly souls, the pure, the givers of 
victory to the praying, the givers of favour for the marksmen, 
the givers of health 1'or the working. 

41. The givers of much brightness to him who offers to them, 
as offered to them that man, the pure Zarathustra, the ruler of 
the corporeal world, head of the two-legged world, and they 
come to each of those who fear oppression. 

42. Who if w T ell-invoked are the best of the heavenly, if well- 

* That is, the terrifier prays he may run quickly, the terrified that the pursuer 
may desist [from pursuing him]. 


86 


KHORDAH-AVESTA, 


invoked, sent from heaven, they go forward to the height of that 
heaven, heaping up strength, the well-created, and victory created 
by Ahura, and the blow that comes from on high, and brings 
profit to the kingdoms, brings the pure favour and the praise¬ 
worthy fullness, worthy of honour, which springs from the best 
purity. 

43. These pour out Qatavaeca* between heaven and earth, who 
makes the water flow, hears invocations, who makes the water 
flow, the trees grow, for the nourishment of cattle and men, for 
the support of the Arian regions, for the nourishment of the cow 
which is harnessed for the way,f for protection for the pure man. 

44. Outspreads himself between heaven and earth Qatava^a, 
who makes the water flow, who hears invocations, who makes the 
water flow, the trees increase, who is fair, beaming, shining, for 
nourishment for cattle and men, for nourishment of the Arian 
regions, for nourishment for the cow which is harnessed for the 
way, for protection for the pure man. 

12 . 

45. The good, strong, etc., with iron helmets, iron weapons, 
iron shields, who fight in victorious combat, hastening thither 
on shining housings, bearing lances (?), for slaying a thousand 
of the Daevas, when the wind blows against them, bringing the 
breath of men. 

46. These men they receive hospitably, they in whom is 
victorious breath, they go to meet them, the good, strong Fra- 
vashis of the pure, before the running to the battle-field, before 
one lifts up the arms. 

47. When one first offers to them with believing mind, out of 
remembrance, then go forwards the strong Fravashis of the pure, 
together with Mithra, with Easlmu, and the strong oath of the 
wise, with the victorious wind. 

48. The regions smite they forthwith down; fifty of the 
slayers of hundreds, a hundred of the slayers of thousands, a 
thousand of the slayers of ten-thousands, ten thousand of the 
slayers of innumerable, when the strong Fravashis of the pure, 
go forwards with Mithra, Rashnu, and the strong oath, with the 
victorious wind. 

13. 

49. The good, strong, etc., who come to the clan at the time 
Hamagpathmaedaya, then they go round about here tenj nights 
long, wishing to learn that protection: 

50. “ Who will praise us, who will offer to us, who will make 

* Catavac<ja is the Star which distributes the water. Cf. Yasht 8, introductory 
paragraph. t Or, harnessed in fives. 

J Cf. note to Ya^na i. 24. It is an especial duty with the Parsecs to fnake feasts 
for the souls of tho departed at the end of every year. 
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us his own, who will bless us, who will receive us with hand 
provided with llesh, provided with clothes, with prayer which 
desires purity? Whose name of us will one utter here, to whose 
soul of you offer, to which of us here give gifts, so that there 
may be to him there-for, eatable food, imperishable, of eatable 
things for evermore ? ” 

51. What man then offers to them with hand provided with 
flesh, provided with clothes,* with prayer which desires purity, 
then they bless him contented, not revengeful, not offended, 
the strong Fravashis of the pure: 

52. “ In this dwelling shall be the fullness of cattle and men, 
there shall be there swift horses and a firm chariot, the man 
shall be esteemed, the head of a congregation, who always offers 
to us here with hand provided with flesh, with clothing, with 
prayer which desires purity.” 

14. 

53. The good, strong, etc., who show fair paths to the waters 
created by Mazda, which before stood there, created but not 
flowing forwards, in the same place for a long time. 

54. But now they go forwards on the ways created by 
Mazda, to the air sent by the gods, the created, rich in water, 
according to the will of Ahura-Mazda, the will of the Amesha- 
gpentas. 

15. 

55. The good, strong, etc., who show fair increase to the 
sappy trees, which before stood created but not increasing, in the 
same place for a long time. 

5G. But now they grow on the way created by Mazda, in 
the god-bestowed air, at the appointed time, according to the 
will of Ahura-Mazda, the will of the Amesha-gpentas. 

1G. 

57. The good, strong, etc., who show the ways to the Stars, 
the Moon, the Sun, the Lights without beginning, the pure, 
which before stood long in the same place, not going forwards, 
from fear of the tormenting of the Daevas, the running of the 
Daevas. 

58. Now go these forwards to the far-winding of the way, to 
reach the winding which proceeds from the good Frasho-kereti,+ 

17. 

59. The good, strong, etc., who watch over that sea Vouru- 

* The Parsecs offer not only food, but also clothes to the souls of the departed. 

t Frasho-krroti is the time of the Resurnction. The meaning appears to be, that, 
by the help of the Fravashis, the Sun and Moon hold on their course, and measure 
out the time which must elapse before the Resurrection. 


25 


88 


KHORDAH-AVESTA. 


kasha, the high : the nine and ninety, nine hundred, nine thou¬ 
sand, ninety thousand.* * * § 

18. 

60. The good, strong, etc., who survey those Stars, the 
Hapto-iringa, the nine and ninety, nine hundred, nine thou¬ 
sand, ninety thousand. 

19. 

61. The good, strong, etc., who oversee that body of Qama 
Kerecacpa, who is provided with the weapon Gaecus, the nine 
and ninety, nine hundred, nine thousand, ninety thousand. 

20 . 

62. The good, strong, etc., who oversee the seed + of the holy, 
pure Zarathustra, the nine and ninety, nine hundred, nine thou¬ 
sand, ninety thousand. 

21 . 

63. The good, strong, etc., who fight on the right side of the 
Mighty Ahura-Mazda, if the pure is contented, if they are 
untormented by him, contented, without revenge, not offended, 
the strong Fravashis of the pure. 

22 . 

64. The good, strong, etc., which are greater, stronger, 
mightier, more powerful, more victorious, more healing, more 
active than words can express, who march among the Myazdas 
to tens of thousands. 

65. If then, one brings water, 0 holy Zarathustra, out of the 
sea Vouru-kasha, and the Majesty J created by Mazda, then go 
forward the bold Fravashis of the pure, many many hundreds, 
many many thousands, many many tens of thousands. 

66. Longing for water, each for his kinsfolk, for his Clan, for 
his confederacy, llis region, saying thus : Our own region (is) 
to be quickened and to be rejoiced.§ 

67. They fight in the battle at their place, at their spot, as 
(each) has a place and a spot to watch over, like as a strong¬ 
man a warrior, keeps guard for a well-gathered \\ kingdom, with 
weapons ready for war. 

68. Then those of them who come down hither bring water, 

* Lit., “ nine-ten-thousand,” in this and the three following verses. 

f This is the seed from which will arise the yet unborn children of Zarathustra, 
who are to be helpers at the Resurrection. 

X Respecting the connection of this “Majesty” with the sea Vouru-kasha, cf. 
Yasht 19, 56 ff. 

§ - As the Fravashis include the ancestors of the Iranian people, this wish to prosper 
the country of their descendants is natural and intelligible. 

|| This phrase corresponds to the epithet “possessing a good congregation,” applied 
to Yiraa. See note to Ya^na ix,, vv. 12-13. 
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each of them to his kinsfolk, his Clan, his confederacy, his region, 
saying thus : It is our own region,—to further it, to increase it, 

69. Then if there is there an Overseer, a Ruler of a region, 
provided with like kingdom, he always invokes them, the bold 
Fravashis of the pure, against the tormenting foes. 

70. They come up to his assistance if they are not tormented 
by him, made contented without revenge, unoffended,—the bold 
Fravashis of the pure, they bring him forward like as if a man 
were a well-feathered bird. 

71. They are his weapons, his defence, his support, his wall; 
they take upon themselves against the invisible Drukhs and the 
Varenian, wicked, against the revengeful who attempts to harm, 
against the all-slaying wicked, the wicked Anra-mainyus, like 
as a man smites down a hundred and a thousand and ten thou¬ 
sand powerless ones. 

72. So that not a well-drawn knife, a well-struck club, a well- 
aimed arrow, a well-thrown lance, [nor] stones hurled by the* 
slingers, destroy. 

73. They receive there and besides, not hastening to solitude, 
the good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure wishing to know 
this protection : “ Who will praise us, who offer to ns, who make 
us his own, who bless, who receive us with hand provided with 
flesh, provided with clothes, with prayers which make to obtain 
purity? Whose name of us will one here invoke, to whose soul 
of you offer, to which of us will one here give gifts,, that there 
may be to him imperishable food for evermore V ’* 

74. We praise the Heavenly. We praise the souls. We 
praise the Law. We praise the Profitable. We praise the soul 
of the cattle. We praise the souls of those going afoot.f We 
praise the (beasts) which are found under the water. We praise 
those which are found under the heaven. We praise the birds. 
The wide-stepping:}; praise we. Those going on hoofs praise we. 
The Fravashis praise we. 

75. We praise the Fravashis. We praise the offerers. We 
praise the strong. We praise the strongest. We praise the holy. 
We praise the holiest. We praise the might. We praise the 
most profitable. We praise the firm. We praise the storming- 
up. We praise the bold. We praise the mightiest. We praise 
the light. We praise the swiftest. We praise the active. We 
praise the most active. 

76. For they are the most active of the creatures of both the. 
Heavenlies, the good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure, who at 
that time stood on high, when the two Heavenly Ones created 
the creatures : — the Holy Spirit and the Evil. 

* Cf. verse 50. + Cf. Ya<jna xxxix. 4. 

X That is, the cattle. Cf. Vispered i. 1. 
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77. When Anra-mainyus entered into the creation of the good 
purity then entered between everywhere, Vohu-mano and the 
Fire. 

78. They torment the tormentings of Anra-mainyus, the 
wicked, that he may not stay the flowing of the water, the 
growth of trees. Ever flow forwards the waters of the Strong 
Creator, the Mighty Ahura-Mazda, the Most Profitable,—the 
trees increase. 

79. All waters praise we. All trees praise we. All good, 
strong, holy Fravashis of the pure praise we. By name praise 
we the water, by name the trees, by name the good, strong, holy, 
Frayashis of the pure. 

80. All former Fravashis praise we here, that Fravashi of Ahura- 
Mazda praise we, the Greatest, Best, Fairest, Strongest, Most- 
understanding, Well-formed, the Highest through His Holiness. 

81. Whose Soul is the Manthra-gpenta, which is shining, 
lightening, fair, and the bodies with which He unites himself, 
fair: of the Amesha-gpentas, the efhcient (bodies) of the Amesha- 
gpentas.* The Sun, with swift horses, praise we. 

23. 

82. The good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure praise we, 
those of the Amesha-gpentas, the shining, with efficacious eyes, 
great, helpful, mighty, Almrian, imperishable, pure. 

83. Who are all seven of like mind, all seven of like speech, 
all seven like-acting. Like is their mind, like their word, like 
their actions, like is their Father and Ruler, namely, the Crea¬ 
tor Ahura-Mazda. 

84. Of whom one sees the soul of another : how it thinks on 
good thoughts, how it thinks on good words, how it thinks on 
good works, how it thinks on Garo-ncmaua. Their ways are 
shining when they fly hither to the offering-gifts. 

24. 

85. The good, strong, etc., praise we: of the fire Urz&vista, 
the holy, gatherer; of the holy Qraosha, the mighty, whose 
body is the Manthra, who possesses a strong weapon, the Ahu- 
rian ; of Nairyo-gaiiha. 

80. Of Rashnu the justest, of Mithra with wide pastures, of 
the Manthra-gpenta, of the heaven, of the water, of the earth, of 
the trees, of the Bull, of Gayo-marathan, who is for the pure 
creation. (?) + 

87. The Fravashi of the pure Gayo-marathan praise we, who 

* The meaning is that Ahura-Mazda supplies the Amesha-gpentas with suitable 
bodies to enable them to perform their duties. 

f 'flic reading is doubtful. According to some MSS. there would seem to be an 
allusiou to the Jb’ravashis of dogs. 
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first heard the mind of Ahura-Mazda, and IIia commands, from 
which he created the race of the Arian regions, the seed of the 
Arian regions.* 

88. The Fravashi and the holiness of the holy Zarathnstra, 
the pure here, praise we. Who first thought the good, spoke the 
good, performed the good, to the first priest, to the first warrior, 
to the first husbandman, to the first announcer to whom it was 
first announced, to the first vouchsafed, who has first vouchsafed: 
Cow, purity, word, hearing the word, rule, and all good things 
Created by Mazda, which have a pure origin. 

89. Who is the first priest, the first warrior, the first husband¬ 
man, who is active, who first made the wheel run forwards from 
the Daeva and the. cold man,T who first of the corporeal world 
praised purity annihilating the Daevas, as a believing Mazda- 
yacnian, a Zaratlmstrian, given to the belief in Ahura-Mazda. 

90. Who first of the corporeal world uttered prayers against 
the Daevas, according to the belief in Ah lira; who first of the 
corporeal world showed the whole creation of the Daevas as. not 
praiseworthy, not worthy of adoration, he the strong, wholly 
good-living, a Paoiryu-tkaesha of the regions. 

91. In whom the whole Madthra, the pure Word was an¬ 
nounced, the lord and master of the worlds, the praiscr of purity, 
the greatest, best, fairest, the asker lor the law, which is the best 
for beings. 

99. Whom the Amesha-^pentas desired, who have all like 
wills with the Sun,—for increase of the soul from believing 
heart,—as lord and master for the worlds, as questioner con¬ 
cerning the law which is best for beings. 

93. At whose birth and growth the waters and trees increased, 
at whose birth and growth the waters and trees augmented, at 
whose birth and growth all the creatures created by the Holy 
One announced to themselves Hail! X 

94. (Saying) : “ Hail to us! the priest is born, the holy Zara- 
thustra : He will offer for us with gifts.—Zarathustra is provided 
with Bareqma spread abroad : hereafter will the Mazdaya^nian 
law spread itself abroad over the seven Kareshvares. 

93. “ Here will in future Mithra, who possesses broad pas¬ 
tures, briug forth everything which is chiefest for the regions, 
and rejoice those§ who unite themselves. Here will in future 
the Navel of the Waters, the strong, promote all that is chiefest 
for the regions, and those who keep themselves allied.”—The 

* According to Tarsee mythology the first descendants of Gayo-marathan were 
Jltshia and J les/iuhia, the parents of all mankind. Their names do not occur in 
the Avesta itself, but are frequent in the later writings. 

t Very obscure. j Or, happiness. 

§ That is, the regions. This is an exhortation to the various Mazdayaqnian tribes 
to dwell harmoniously together. 
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holiness and the Fravashi of Maidhy o-mao, the son of Aragta, 
praise we, who first heard from Zarathustra the Maiithra and his 
teaching. 

25* 

9G. The Fravashi of Agmo-qanvao, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the Shining Heaven, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Gavya, praise we. [we. 

The Fravashi of Parshat-gaus, who is gone forwards, praise 

The Fravashi of Yohvagti, the sinewy (?) + pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the strong Boar, the pure, praise we. 

97. The Fravashi of Qaena, who praises the world, J the pure, 
who first came forth on this earth with a hundred disciples, 
praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Fradidhaya (foreseeing) 
praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Ucmanara-Paeshata, praise 
we. The Fravashi of the pure Vohu-raocho, § descended from 
Frana, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Asho-raocho, 
descended from Frana, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure 
Varecmo-raocho, descended from Frana, praise we. 

98. The Fravashi of the pure Icat-vagtra, the Zarathustrian, 
praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Urvatat-naro, the Zara¬ 
thustrian, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Hvare-chithra, 
the Zarathustrian, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Daevfl- 
tbis, the strong, praise we. The Fravashi of the holy Three, || 
the pure, praise we. The Fravashi of the wise Zairita, the pure, 
praise we. 

99. The Fravashi of Kavi-Vistacpa, the pure, praise we; the 
mighty, whose body is the Maiithra, who has mighty weapons; 
the Ahurian, who, with a weapon piercing many, made a broad 
road for purity ; who, with a many-piercing weapon, announced 
a broad way for purity; who, as assistance and help, subjected 
himself to the Zarathustrian law. 

100. Who brought forth the firm-placed, bound (Law) from 
the llunus,^! and made it sitting in the midst, high-working, 
teaching (?), pure, the nourisher of the cow and of fodder, the 
beloved of the cow and of fodder. 

* The following is a list of the Fravashis of celebrated personages, respecting whom, 
in most cases, we know nothing whatever beyond the names, ana even with regard to 
these we cannot always be certain whether the Zend word is a proper name or merely 
an adjective. 

f Vohvaqti strong-bodied.” 

X Or, perhaps, “ who is praised throughout the world.” (^aena is the Stmurgh of 
later mythology. 

$ l T ohu-rauc/io = ii good brightness.” Asho-roocho = li pure brightness,” etc. 

|| “The holy Three” are, doubtless, the three sons of Zarathustra who are to be 
horn hereafter, viz., Osliedar-bami, Oshedar-mab, and (^aoshyain;. The three first 
names in the verse are the sons of Zarathustra, and the progenitors of the three 
classes, Priests, Warriors, aud Husbandmen. 

« Cf. Yasht 5, 53 If. 
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101. The Fravashi of Zairi-vairi, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Yukhta-vairi, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Qriraokhshan,* the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Kerecaokhshan, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Yyareza, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Yanara, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Bujicravo, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Berejyarsti,+ the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Tizhyarsti, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Perethwarsti, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Yizhyarsti, the pure, praise we. 

102. The Fravashi of Naptya, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Vazhacpa, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Habacpa, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Yictavaru, the descendant of Naotara, 
the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Frans-haiim-vareta, the descendant of 
Naotara, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Fraslio-kareta, the descendant of Naotara, 
the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Atare-vanu, the descendant of Naotara, 
the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Atare-pata,J the descendant of Naotara, 
the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Atare-chithro, the descendant of Naotara, 
the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Atare-qarena, the descendant of Naotara, 
the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Atare-cavo, the descendant of Naotara, 
the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Atare-zahtu, the descendant of Naotara, 
the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Atare-danhu, the descendant of Naotara, 
the pure, praise we. 

103. The Fravashi of Huskyaothna, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Pashi-skyaothna, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the strong Qpento-.data, the pure, praise we. 
The Fravashi of Bactavari, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Kavaracmo, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Frashaostra-llvova, the pure, praise we. 
The Fravashi of Jamacpa-Hvova, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Avaradstri, the pure, praise we. 

* Criraukhshan = “having fat oxen.” Kereqaakhshan = “having lean oxen.” 
f *BerPjyarsti = “ having a long spear.” Tizhyarsti = “ having a sharp spear.” 
Perethwarsti — “having a broad spear.” 

J Atare-puta is the later Aderbut, This and the other seven names are all com¬ 
pounds of the word Fire (A tare). 


94 


KHO liDAH- A V ESTA. 


104. The Fravashi of Huskyaotkna, the pure, the descendant 
of the pure Frashaostra, praise we. The Fravashi of Qadaena, 
the pure, descended from Frashaostra, praise we. The Fravashi 
of Hanhurus, the son of Jamacpa, the pure, praise w r e. The 
Fravashi of Vohu-nemo, the son of Avaraostri, the pure, praise 
we, for withstanding evil sleep, evil dreams, evil loss of seed, 
evil Pairikas. 

105. The Fravashi of Manthravaka,* the son of Qimaeca, the 
teacher, the lord of the congregation (?), the pure, praise we, 
who smote the most of the sinful, psalm-defiling, naught Ashc- 
maoghas, who are without lord and master,+ terrible, having 
wicked Fravaskis,—in order to withstand the torment which 
overcomes the pure. 

100. The Fravashi of Asha<3tu, the son of Maidkyomaonka, 
the pure, praise .we. The Fravashi of Avarethraba, the son of 
Rastare-vagheiita, the pure, praise we. The Fravashi of Budhra, 
the son of Dazgaracpa, the pure, praise w*e. The Fravashi of 
Zbaurvao, the pure, praise w r e. The Fravashi of Karacna, the 
son of the daughter of Zbaurvao, the pure, praise \xe, the strong, 
whose body is the Manthra, who possesses a strong w r eapon, the 
Ahurian. 

107. In whose dwelling Ashis-vanuhi, the fair, shining, steps 
forwards with the body of a maiden, a fair one, very mighty, 
beautiful, girt-up, pure, noble as to her shining countenance; 
who at the non-departure of sleep most procures with her arms 
amplitude for bodies, who at the non-departure of sleep most 
with her armsf combats the foe. 

108. The Fravashi of Viragpa, the pure son of Karacna, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Azata, the pure son of Karacna, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Frayodha, the pure son of Kai^na, praise 

we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Vaiihus-Arshya, praise w T e. 

The Fravashi of the pure Arshya, the Gatherer, praise w T e, 
the most active among the Mazdayacnians. 

The Fravashi of the pure Darayat-ratka, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Frayat-ratha, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Qkarayat-ratha, praise w r e. 

109. The Fravashi of the pure Arshvao, praise w T e. 

The Fravashi of the pure Yyarshvao, praise w r e. 

The Fravashi of the pure Paiti-arshvao, praise w T e. 

The Fravashi of the pure Amru, praise we. 

* Manthravuka = “the speaker of the Manthras,"—evidently a made-up name, 
applied to the first disciples of Zarathustra. 

t That is, they recognize no lord and master, as do the Zarathustrians: 

+ Not weapons , hut those limbs which terminate in hands. The confusion in 
English between arms — “ weapons/’ and arms = “ limbs,” is deplorable. 
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The Fravashi of the pure Qarnru,* praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure l)vata, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Paiti-drata, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Paiti-vanha, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Frasha-vakhslia, praise we. [we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Kemo-vaiihu-vardhayanha, praise 

110. The Fravashi of the pure Vicadha, praise we. The Fra¬ 
vashi of the pure Asha-vauhu (the sou of) Bivaiidahha, praise 
we. The Fravashi of the pure Jaro-danhus (the sou of) Paiti- 
stira, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Nara-myazdana (the 
son of) Athwyoza, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure 
Berezishnu (son of) Ara, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure 
Kacu-patu (son of) Ara, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure 
Frya, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Actvat-ereto, praise 
we. 

2G. 

111. The Fravashi of Gaopi-vanhus praise we. 

The Fravashi of the Bringcr together of blessings, the 
strong, pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Qtaota-vahista, the pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Pouru-dakhsti, the son of Kkstavaena, the 
pure, praise we. 

The Fravashi of Khsh6iwracpa,t the pure, the son of 
Khstavaena, praise we. 

112. The Fravashi of the pure Ayo-a^ti, the son of Pouru- 

dakhsti, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Vohu-a^ti, the son of Pouru- 
dakhsti, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Gayadacti, the son of Pouru- 
dakhsti, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Aslia-vazdao, the son of Pouru- 
dakhsti, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Urudhu, the son of Pouru- 
dakhsti, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Khshathro-chino, the eon of 
Khshoiwracpa, praise we. 

113. The Fravashi of the pure Asha-hura, the son of Jisti, 

praise -we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Frayazanta, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Freno, the son of Frayazanta, 
praise we. 

* In the Bundchcsh there are two fabulous Birds, Jlmrosh and Cnmrosh y one of 
whom guards the Fruit-tree in the sea Vouru-knsha, and the other spreads abroad its 
seeds upon the earth. These arc evidoutly identical with Amru and C’atnrn. 

f This is Wcstergaard's reading. Professor Spiege l has Khshuiicrii$pa, which 
may be a pretty name enough, but is awkward to pronounce. 
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The Fravashi of the pure Jaro-vanhu, the son of Fraya- 
zarita, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Ashavazdao, Thrita, the son of 
Qayuzhdri, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Yohu-raocho, the son of Vara- 
kaca, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Arejankao, the Turanian, praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Uci-nemo praise we. 

114. The Fravashi of the pure Yukhtacpa praise we. 

The Fravashi of Asha-skyaothna, the son of Gayadacti, 
praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Yohu-nemo-Katu praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Vohvazdao-Katu praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Asha-careda Asha-cairyans 
praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Asha-caredha Zairyans praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Chakhshni praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Qyav&cpi praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Pourusti-ltavi praise we. 

115. The Fravashi of the pure Yarecmapa Janara praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Nanaracti-Paeshato praise we. 
The Fravashi of tlie pure Zarazdati-Paeshato praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Gaevani-vohu-nemo praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Erezvao-cruto-cpadha praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Zarayahhao-cpento-khratavao 

praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Varshni-Yagercza praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Frachya-Taurvati praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Yahmae-datha, (son of) Marithra- 
vaka, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Ustra-Qadhanao praise we. 

116. The Fravashi of the pure Dahlm-cruta praise we.. 

The Fravashi of tlie pure Dai'ihu-fradho praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Acpo-padho-makhsti praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Payahharo-makhsti praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Usta-zaiita praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Asha-cavo praise we. 

The Fravashi of tlie pure Asho-urvatha praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Haomo-qarcno praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Yarshna praise we. 

117. The Fravashi of the pure Frava praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Uqnaka praise we. 

The Fravashi of tlie pure Qanvao praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Daenavarezo praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Arejaona praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Aiwi-qareno praise we. 
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The Fravashi of the pure Iluyazata praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Ilaredhagpa praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Fazino praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Qakhshathra praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Asho-paoirya praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Agtvat-ereto praise we. 

27. 

118. The Fravashi of the pure Hugaus praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Ahhuyu praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Gauri praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Yiista, the son of Gauri, praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Manzdrfivauhu praise we. 

The Fravaslii of the pure Qriravahlni praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Ayuta praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Quro-yazata praise we. 

119. The Fravashi of the pure Eredhwa praise Ave. 

The Fravaslii of the pure Kavi praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Ukhshan, who obtained renown, 
the far-famed, great, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Vanhu-dhata, the King, praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Uzya, the son of Vanhu-dhata, 
praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Frya praise we. 

120. The Fravashi of the pure Ashem-yenhe-raochao by name 

praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Ashem-yehhe-vareza by name 
praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Ashcin-yahmai-usta by name 
praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Yagto-Fryananamn praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Ucmanara-Paeshato praise we, the 
fair, to withstand the torment which is caused by relations. 

121. The Fravashis of the pure Qpiti-Ugpahgnu praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Erezagpa-Ucpancnu praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Ucadhan, the Mazdayagnian, 

praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Fradhat-vanhu-ctivao praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure RaSchac-chaeshman praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Hvare-chaeshman praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Fracutara praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Vigrutara praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Baremna praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Vigruta praise we. 

122. The Fravashi of the pure Hvacpa praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Chathwaracpa praise we. 
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The Fravashi of the pure Dawramaeshi praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Fraoraoctra, (the son of) Kaosha, 
praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Frinacpa, (the son of) Kaeva, 
praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Fradhat-nara-gravaretu praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Vohu-ustra-ankhno praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Vivareshvao praise we. 

123. The Fravashi of the pure Frarazi, the Turanian, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Qtipi, the going*, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the dripping Gandarewa* praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Avaliya-cpenta praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Aeta, the descendant of Mayu, 
praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Yaetus-gaus, the son of Vyata, 
praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Garsta, the Kavi, praise we. 

124. The Fravashi of the pure Pouru-banha, descended from 

Zusha, praise*we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Vobu-data-kata praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Baohha-Qaonha praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Hvareza, the daughter of Ahkaca, 
praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Aravaostra, the pure of the region, 
praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Frachithra, the high, praise we. 

The Fravashi of the pure Yohu-pereca-Anyava praise we. 

125. The Fravashi of the pure Paro-damna, the son of Da- 
staghna, the destroyer of the desert region (?), praise we. The 
pure Fravashi of Fratura and Baoshatactura praise we. The 
Fravashi of the pure-Avare-gaus, the shining, and of Aoighman, 
the Turanian, praise we. The pure Fravashi of Gaomao praise 
we, who on invocation affords watering to the region which is to 
be watered. The Fravashi of the pure Thrita, who possesses 
most of one kind, the spreader of the extended region, praise we. 

126. The Fravashi of the pure Tiro-nakathwa, among the 
experienced Qaenas, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Uta- 
yuti Vit-kaevi, the sufficing Qaena, praise we. The Fravashi of 
the pure Fro-IIakafra, the purifying (?) amongst the faonas, 
praise we. The pure Fravashi of Varecmo-raochao, with wide 
bounds, praise we. 

127. The Fravashi of the pure Asha-nemahha, who distributes 
cattle over this region, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure 

* This must he a different personage from GandarSwa the golden-heeled (Yaslit 5, 
38), since the Demons have no Fravashis. [It does not appear why the epithet 
dripping should be applied to him.] 
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Parshat-gaus, the helper of the cows which are without milk in 
this region, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Hufravakhs- 
kahrka-nanahm, praise we. The Fravashi of the sinless amongst 
the Pudhas, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Jamafpa, the 
after-born, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Maidhyo- 
maoriha, the after-born, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure 
Urvatat-nara, the after-born, praise we. 

128. The Fravashi of the pure "Raocha^chaeshman, praise 
we. The Fravashi of the pure Hvare-chaeshman, praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Fradhat-qareno, praise we. The Fra¬ 
vashi of the pure Taredat-qareno, praise we. The Fravashi of 
the pure Vouru-nemo, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure 
Vouru-gavo, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Ukhshyat- 
ereta, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Ukhshyat-nemo, 
praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Aqtvat-ereto, praise we. 

28. 

129. Who will there be Qraoshyar ‘19 (the Helper), the victorious 
by name, and Actvat-ereta* by name. lie is so helpful that he 
will save the whole corporeal world; he is so high amongst the 
corporeal, that he, endowed with body and vital powers, will 
withstand the destroyer of the corporeal, for withstanding the 
Druja of the race of the two-footed,+ for withstanding the tor¬ 
ment which will overcome the pure. 

29. 

130. The Fravashi of the pure Yima, the son of Vivanhao, 
praise we, the strong, possessing much congregation, for with¬ 
standing the misfortune that will be brought by the Daevas, and 
the drought which destroys the pasturage, and the perishable 
deadly. 

131. The Fravashi of the pure Thraetaona, the son of Atwya, 
praise we; for withstanding sickness, fever-heat, impurity, cold- 
fever, and being bewitched; for withstanding the torment occa¬ 
sioned by the serpent. J The Fravashi of the pure Aoshnara, 
the very living, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Uzava, the 
son of Tumacpa, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Aghrae- 
rath-narava praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Manus-chithra,§ 
the son of Airya, praise we. 

132. The Fravashi of the pure Ivavi-kavata|| praise we. The 
Fravashi of the pure Kavi-Aipi-vanhu praise we. The Fravashi 

* A^tvat-ereia signifies literally, “uplifted among the corporeal.” 

f That is, evil beings in the shape of men. 

X Thraetaona is of the race of Thrita, the first physician. (Cf. Yendidad xx.) 
The mention of the “ serpent ” is noteworthy. Could the’ Iranians have known of the 
serpent of iEsculapius P 

§ Manoshihr in later legends. || Ivai-Kobad in later legends. 
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of the pure Kavi-U^adhan* praise we. The Fravashi of the pure 
Kavi-Arshan praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Kavi-Pishino 
praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Kavi-Byarshan praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure Kavi-Qyavarshan praise we. The Fra¬ 
vashi of the pure Kavi-Haogravo praise we: 

133. Forf Strength, the well-formed, for the victory created 
by Ahura, for the blow which comes from above, for well-taught 
precepts, for precepts which cannot be disarranged, for precepts 
not to be overcome, for the overthrow of the adversaries : 

134. For firm strength, for brightness created by Mazda, for 
health of body, for heavenly, good posterity, wise, congregating, 
shining, white-eyed, purifying from guilt, J heroic,—for wisdom 
against future desecration of the best place : 

135. For a brilliant kingdom, for a long life, for all favours, 
for all healing-remedies ; to withstand the Sorcerers and Pairikas, 
Qathras, Kaoyas, and Karapanas ; to withstand the torment 
occasioned through (evil might) ruling. 

136. The Fravashi of the pure Qama-kerecacpa praise we, who 
is provided with the weapon Gaecus, to withstand the strong- 
armed and the hosts of many foes, with many banners, high 
banners, uplifted banners, who carry a terrible banner,—to be 
able to resist the robber who causes harm, the fearful, men- 
slaying, not showing mildness,—to withstand the torment which 
the robbers occasion. 

137. The Fravashi of the pure Akhrura, the son of Ilaocravo, 
praise we, to be able to withstand the Daeva Hashi, the evil, and 
covetousness which slays the world. The Fravashi of the pure 
Haoshyanha praise we, to withstand the wicked Mazanian and 
Varanian Daevas, to withstand the torment occasioned by the 
Daevas. 

13S. The Fravashi of the pure Fradakhsti, the son of Khuuba, 
praise we, to withstand Aeshma with terrible weapons, the 
wicked helpers of Aeshma, to withstand the torment occasioned 
by Aeshma. 

30. 

139. The Fravashi of the pure llvovi praise we. The Fravashi 
of the pure Freni praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Tliriti 
praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Pouru-ehieta praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure I[utao 9 a praise we. The Fravashi of 
the pure lluina praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Zairichi 
praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Vicpa-taurvashi praise we. 

* Probably identical with Kavi-ne, Kai-kfuis. In Firdusi, Kai-kaus has four sons. 

t [In Zend the preposition paiti follows all the nouns in this and the two following 
verses.] The construction is, we praise (or invoke) the Katanian Fravashis in order 
to obtain strength, victory, etc. 

X The son could atone by prayers for the sins of his forefathers. 
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The Fravashi of the pure Usta-vaiti praise we. The Fravashi of 
the pure Tushna-maiti praise we.* 

140. The Fravashi of the pure Freni, the wife of Ucenemo, 
praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Freni, the wife of Fraya- 
zahta, praise wc. The Fravashi of the pure Freni, the wife of 
Khshoiwragpa, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Freni, the 
wife of Gayadacti, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Acbana, 
the wife of Pouru-dakhsti, praise we. The Fravashi of the pure 
Ukshyeinti, the wife of Qtaota-vahista, praise we. 

141. The Fravashi of the pure girl of Vidhut praise we. The 
Fravashi of the pure girl ofJaghrut praise we. The Fravashi 
of the pure girl of Frahhat praise we. The Fravashi of the pure 
girl of Urudhayan praise we. The Fravashi of the pure girl of 
Paecanhanu praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Hvaredha 
praise we. The Fravashi of the pure Huchithra praise we. The 
Fravashi of the pure Kanuka praise we. The Fravashi of the 
pure girl Qrutat-fedhri praise we. 

142. The Fravashi of the pure girl Yaiihu-fedhri praise we. 
The Fravashi of the pure girl Eredhat-fedhrif praise we, who 
also bears the name Vicpa-taurvairi (All-destroying). She is 
called Vicpa-taurvairi, because she will give birth to the being 
who will destroy everything :—the torments which proceed from 
Daevas and men, to withstand the torment occasioned by Jahi. 

31. 

143. The Fravashis of the pure men in the Arian regions praise 
we. The Fravashis of the pure women in the Arian regions praise 
we. The Fravashis of the pure men in the Turanian regions 
praise we. The Fravashis of the pure women in the Turanian % 
regions praise we. The Fravashis of the pure men in the Qairi- 
mian regions praise we. The Fravashis of the pure women in 
the Qairimian regions praise we. 

144. The Fravashis of the pure men in the Qanian regions 
praise we. The Fravashis of the pure women in the Qanian 
regions praise we. The Fravashis of the pure men in the Dahian 
regions praise we. The Fravashis of the pure women in the 
Dahian regions praise we. The Fravashis of the pure men in 

* In this paragraph the pious women are praised. Hvovi is the wife of Zara- 
thnstra ; and Freni, Thriti, and Pouru-ehi^ta are three of his daughters. 

f Eredhat-fidhri signifies “possessing exalted ancestors.” We do not know any¬ 
thing respecting the girls Ucaine, Skr. kanya = “puclla ”) named in verses 141-42; 
but since there arc to be maidens amongst the helpers at the Resurrection, it is pos¬ 
sible that some of these may be named here. 

X It would appear from this passage that there were pious persons also among the 
Turanians. The Qairimians may possibly be the Sarmatians. We do not know who 
the (Ramans were. The Dahians appear to have been a people of Scythian origin, 
dwelling south-east of the Caspian Sea. 
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all regions praise we. The Fravashis of the pure women in all 
regions praise we. 

145. All the good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure, praise 
we, from Gayo-marathan to the victorious Qaoshyahg. May 
the Fravashis of the pure soon desire for us here, may they 
come to us for protection. 

146. They support us, who are in misfortune, with provi¬ 
dent help, protected by Ahura-Mazda, and by the holy, strong 
Qraosha, and by the Manthra-cpenta, the wise, which is the 
greatest adversary of the Daevas amongst the adversaries of the 
Daevas, a friend "of Ahura-Mazda, which Zarathustra praised as 
like himself for the corporeal w r orld. 

147. Rejoice yourselves here below, ye blessings: "Waters, 
Trees, and the Fravashis of the purely Be contented, accepting 
here in this house. Here are the Athravas of the regions, 
honoured with good, with purity. Lift up your hands for our 
protection, ye Strong; at your offering, ye most Profitable. 

148. The Fravashis of all pure men and women praise we 
here, whose souls are worthy-of-offering, (?) whose Fravashis are 
mighty. The Fravashis of all pure men and women praise we 
here, from whom Ahura-Mazda announced to us good in offer¬ 
ing. Of all these have we heard, Zarathustra is the first and 
best lord as to what concerns the Ahnrian faith. 

149. We praise the lord,* * * § the law, the consciousness, the 
soul,t and the Fravashi of the pure men and women here 
amongst the Paoiryd-tkaeshasJ who first heard the precepts, 
who have done battle for purity. We praise the lord, the law, 
the consciousness, the souls and the Fravashis of the pure men 
and women here amongst the JN T abanazdistas§ who have warred 
for purity. 

150. We praise the Paoiryo-tkaeslias of the dwellings, clans, 
confederacies, and regions, who were. We praise the paoiryo- 
tkaeslias of the dwellings, clans, confederacies, and regions, who 
existed. We praise the Paoiryo-tkaeslias of the dwellings, clans, 
confederacies, and regions, who are. 

151. We praise the Paoiryo-tkaeslias of the dwellings, clans, 
confederacies, and regions, who shall be in the dwellings, clans, 
confederacies, and regions, who are in purity, in the Maiithra, 
in the souls, in all good. 

152. Zarathustra the lord and master of the whole corporeal 
world, the Paoiryo-tkaesha, praise we; the most learned of beings, 
the mightiest of beings, the most shining of beings, the most ma- 

* Alum . t Cf. Tallin jiv. 1. 

+ Probably, “those of the former faith,” or “the Patriarchs.” Cf ^Weber's Ind. 

Stud, iii.448. 

§ [Professor Spiegel elsewhere translates this word, “ nearest relations.”] 
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jestic of beings, the most praiseworthy of beings, the most worthy 
of adoration of beings, the most to-be-satisfied among beings, the 
most to-be-praised among beings, who was announced to us as 
desired, praiseworthy, worthy of adoration, for each of the beings 
which proceeds from the best purity. 

153. This earth praise we. That heaven praise we. Those 
good things praise we which stand between (both), the praise¬ 
worthy, worthy of adoration, worthy of offering, for the pure 
man. 

154. The souls of the goers a-foot and of the riders praise we. 
The souls of the pure praise we. The souls of the pure men and 
women born anywhere praise we, who (possess) very good law, 
(who) war, or shall war, or have warred. 

155. The lord, the law, the consciousness, the soul, the Fra- 
vashi of the pure men and women here,—of the warring, of those 
who will war, or have warred, praise we. 

156. The Fravashis of the pure Fravashis, the strong, storming- 
up, the bold, victorious, of the Paoiryo-tkaeshas, of the Xabanaz- 
distas, shall come hither contented to this dwelling, go about 
in this dwelling. 

157. Contented may they,blessing, wish hither in this dwelling 
Ashi-vannhi, the steadfast; may they go away contented from 
this dwelling, may they take away with them praise and adora¬ 
tion for the Creator Ahura-Mazda and the Amesha-gpentas. 
May they never go away from this dwelling weeping over any 
one of us Mazdayacnians. 

Offering, praise, etc. 

XXX. ( 14 ) BAHRAM-YASHT. 

In the name of the God Ormazd , the King , the Inereaser . 
Mag he increase in great strength , the Izad Bahrain, the vic¬ 
torious ; mag he come. 

Of all sins, etc . 

Khshnaothra to Ahura-Mazda, etc. Satisfaction to Yereth- 
raghna, created by Ahura, and the Smiting that comes from 
above, for praise, etc. 

1. 

1. Yerethraghna created by Ahura praise we. Zarathustra 
asked Ahura-Mazda, Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, Holiest, Creator 
of the corporeal world, Pure! Who among the heavenly Yazatas 
is the best armed? Then answered Ahura-Mazda, Yerethraghna, 
created by Ahura, 0 holy Zarathustra. 

2. To him* came first Yerethraghna, created by Ahura, flying 

* That is, to Zarathustra. 
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with the body of a strong wind, a fair one, created by Mazda,— 
he bore the good majesty created by Mazda; the majesty created 
by Mazda, healing-remedies and strength. 

3. Then (spake) to him the Strongest: “In strength am I the 
strongest, in victoriousness the most victorious, in majesty the 
most majestic, in favour the richest in favour, in profit the most 
profitable, in remedies the most healing. 

4. Therefore will I torment the torments of all tormentors; the 
torments of the Daevas and men, the sorcerers and Pairikas, the 
Qathras, Kaoyas, and Karapanas.” 

5. For his brightness, for his majesty, will I praise this one 
with audible praise, Verethraghna, created by Ahura, with offer¬ 
ings. To Verethraghna, created by Ahura, will I offer with the 
first creatures of Ahura. With Haoma, etc. 

2 . 

G. Verethraghna, created by Ahura, praise we. Zarathustra 
asked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, Holiest, Creator 
of the corporeal world, Pure! who amongst the heavenly Yazatas 
is the best-armed? Then answered Ahura-Mazda, Verethraghna, 
created by Mazda, 0 holy Zarathustra. 

7. To him came the second time Verethraghna, created by 
Ahura, flying with the body of a Bull, a male one,* beautiful, 
with golden ears, with golden hoofs, above whom by his hoofs 
floated Strength,the well-created, beautiful: Verethraghna, created 
by Ahura, 0 holy Zarathustra,—he came near, he bore the good 
majesty created by Ahura,—the majesty created by Ahura, heal¬ 
ing remedies and strength. Then spake to him the Strongest: 
“In strength am I the strongest, in victoriousness the most vic¬ 
torious, in majesty the most majestic, in favour the richest in 
favour, in profit the most profitable, through remedies the most 
healing. Therefore Will I torment the torments of all tormentors: 
the torments of Daevas and men, of sorcerers and Pairikas, of 
the Qathras. Kaoyas, and Karapanas.'”—For his brightness, for 
his majesty, will I praise this one with audible praise: Vereth¬ 
raghna created by Ahura, with offerings; to Verethraghna 
created by Ahura, will I offer with the first creatures of Ahura- 
Mazda. With Haoma, etc. 

3. 

8. A erethraghna created by Ahura, praise we. Zarathustra 
asked Ahura-Mazda, etc. 

9. To him came for the third time Verethraghna, created by 
Ahura, Hying with the body of a horse, a shining one, fair, with 
golden ears and golden housing; above him hovered at his face (?) 

* [Or, a valiant one:—the Zend word is ars/idna, but in Vcudidad xxii. 51-57 the 
word rendered “male” is written ars/uma , or arahna.'] 
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the well-created, beautiful Strength:—Verethraghna, created by 
Ahura, thus came he near/etc. 

4. 

10. Verethraghna, created by Ahura, praise we, Zarathustra 
asked, etc. 

11. To him came for the fourth time Yerethraghna, created 
by Ahura, flying in the form of a docile camel, a biting one, 
assailing, great; stepping-forwards, with a weapon which con¬ 
sumes men. 

12. Which brings strength to the greatest of the out-pouring* 
men, to the greatest in understanding, which goes to the women, 
for those amongst women are well-protected whom the camel pro¬ 
tects,—the tractable, with great arm, the great-humped, strong, 
(?) lively" in appearance, shining of head, powerful in height. 

13. The power of far-seeing in the distance brings he to 
the team, in the dark night, which tosses white foam about the 
head in its contentment, by its good standing, which stands look¬ 
ing like a ruler over a whole kingdom,—so came he near, etc. 

5. 

14. Verethraghna, created by Ahura, praise we. Zarathustra 
asked, etc. 

15. To him came for the fifth time Verethraghna, created by 
Ahura, flying with the beautiful body of a boar, an assaulting 
one, with strong tusks, valiant, with sharp hoofs, a boar striking 
only once, a fat, wrathful, dripping,f strong, armed, circling 
around. Thus came he, etc. 

6 . 

16. Verethraghna, created by Ahura, praise we. Zarathustra 
asked, etc. 

17. To him came for the sixth time Verethraghna, created by 
Mazda, flying with the body of a y T outh of fifteen, a shining 
bright-eyed J one, with small heels, a beautiful one. Thus came 
he near, etc. 

7. 

IS. Verethraghna, created by Ahura, praise we. Zarathustra 
asked, etc. 

19. To him came for the seventh time Verethraghna, created 
by Ahura, flying with the body' of a bird, one with great flapping 
wings beneath, one wounding above, as the swiftest of birds, the 
swiftest of the flying. 

20. This alone among beings with soul reaches with sure- 
flight, he or none, because he rides (as it were) a good horse. 

* Perhaps, those who march forwards to the battle. f [With foam.] 

X [Lit. “ white-eyed.”] 
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Who comes carried at the first rising, at the morning dawn, 
wishing that the darkness may not'be dark, unarmed desiring 
the armed.* 

21. He swept away over the tops (?) of the humps, over the 
heights of the mountains, the openings of the rallies, the sum¬ 
mits of the trees, having heard the voice of the birds.f Thus 
came he, etc. 

8 . 

22. Verethraghna, etc. 

23. To him came for the eighth time Verethraghna, created 
by Almra, fiyiug with the body of a ram, a wild, beautiful one, 
with sounding (?) hoofs. So came he, etc. 

9. 

24. Verethraghna, etc. 

25. To him came Verethraghna, created by Ahura, for the 
ninth time, flying with the body of a goat, a warlike one, fair, 
with sharp hoofs. So came he, etc. 

10 . 

20. Verethraghna, etc. 

27. To him came for the tenth time Verethraghna, created by 
Ahura, flying with the body of a man, a shining one, fair, created 
by Mazda, bearing a sword with a golden hilt, adorned in every 
manner. So came he, etc. 

11 . 

28. Verethraghna, created by Ahura, praise we; the worker 
of manhood, the worker of death, the worker of continuance 
who stands of himself, averts by himself. To him offered the 
pure Zarathustra, in the mind of Verethraghna, in the speech of 
Verethraghna, in the act of Verethraghna, in the sayings of 
Verethraghna, in the answers of Verethraghna. 

29. To him gave Verethraghna, created by Ahura, the foun¬ 
tain of right, strength of arms, health of the whole body, thriving 
of the whole body, and strength of sight as Karo-mafyo^ possesses 
it, who is under the water, who in llahlia, the far-to-step-over, 
deep, a thousand men (deep), has (each) water-drop of the size 
of a hair (always) in mind. For his brightness, etc. 

12 . 

30. Verethraghna, created by Ahura, praise we: the worker 
of manhood, the worker of death, the worker of continuance; 

# Difficult and obscure. 

f To understand the language of birds has always been considered in the East as a 
sign of wisdom. 

t That is, until the Resurrection. 

§ Khar-mahi, the Fish of later legend. 
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who stands of himself, guards of himself. To him offered the 
pure Zarathustra in the mind of Vercthraghna, m the word of 
Vercthraghna, in the utterances of Vercthraghna, in the answers 

of Vercthraghna. , , .. ,, r 

31. To him gave Vercthraghna, created by Ahura, the ioun- 
tain of right, strength of arm, health of the whole body, thriving 
of the whole body, and visual power as the male horse : * possesses 
it, who in a dark night, beamless, clouded, sees a horse-han 
lying on the ground, whether it is a hair from the head or t e 
tail. For his brightness, etc. 

13. 

32. Verethraglma, created by Ahura, praise we: the worker 
of manhood, the worker of death, the worker of continuance, etc. 

33. To him gave Verethraglma, created by Ahura, the toun- 
tain of right, strength of arm, health of the whole body, thriving 
of the whole body, and power of sight as the Golden Culture 
possesses it, who nine-fold from the region (viz., being distan 
sees something frightful, (were it even) of the size ot a nsF so 
much as the brightness of a shining needle, as a needle-point. 
For his brightness, etc. 

14. 

34. Vercthraghna, created by Mazda, praise we. Zarathustra 
asked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, Holiest, Creator 
of the corporeal world, Pure! If I shall be an adversary, an 
opponent, against many tormenting men, what is then the 

reinedv ? « 

35. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Seek thee the feather of a 
bird, which lias feathers like the owls,+ and strikes with the 
wino-s, 0 holy Zarathustra! With this feather shalt thou rub 
thy body, with this feather shalt thou exorcise the foe. 

3G. (Baying) what supports us (is) the bodies of the strong 
Bird, the perfections J of the strong Bird, not ever does (the bird) 
smite a shining man, he does not drive him, richly no brings 
him adoration, richly he spreads abroad his majesty, helptut ia 

the feather of the Bird of birds. 

37. This the lord of the foes, the king, the hero-slayer smites 
not by hundreds, he smites it not once : a single one he smites 
with both claws (?) and goes forwards. 

38. All are afraid before the Bird, just as before my body,— 
the strengths from my body frighten all foes, the victory and 
the soul which is created for the body, 


* Frobably some legendary animal is here alluded to—not an ordinary horse. 
[The word male may also he rendered valiant. Cj\ note to verse <.] 

L f Pesh6-par$na means, perhaps, “ bewitched with owls feathers, etc. {CJ. v, ltn 
pesho the X. P. \j £j). Exorcism, by means of a feather, is an Old-Iramau conception. 

+ Or, perhaps, “ the feathers.” 


108 


K HORDAH-A VEST A. 


89. To which (Bird) the lord3 pray, the followers of the lords 
pray, the descendants of Kava-Haocrana, to which prayed Kava- 
Uca. Whom the valiant horse carries, whom the tractable camel 
carries, whom the flowing water carries. 

40. Whom Thraetaona, the strong, carried, he who slew the 
snake Dahaka with three jaws, three heads, six eyes, a thousand 
strengths, the very mighty Druja proceeding from the Daevas, 
the evil for the world, the wicked, whom Anra-mainyus has 
created as the mightiest Druja against the corporeal world, for 
death to purity in the world. For his brightness, etc. 

15. 

41. Verethraghna created by Ahura-Mazda praise we. Vereth¬ 
raghna decks this world with majesty through his arms like that 
great bird Qaena,* like as the clouds full of water sink down on 
the high mountains. 

16. 

42. Zarathustraasked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, 
Holiest, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure! Where is the 
invocation of Verethraghna created by Ahura, where is his praise, 
where his laud ? 

48. Then answered Ahura-Mazda. Where hosts clash together, 
0 holy Zarathustra, each one of whom has placed himself in 
ordered battle-array. There are the marshalled not conquered, 
the smitten not slain. 

44; Distribute then the.feathers on the ways. Each 

one does victory follow, where one sufficiently offers to the well- 
created strength, to Verethraghna created by Ahura. 

45. Strength and Verethraghna bless I, the two protectors, the 
two defenders, the two lords; both shall drive up, both shall 
drive away, both shall drive on, both shall clear away, bqth shall 
take away, both shall sweep away.f 

40. Zarathustra! this Manthra shalt thou teach to no other 
than to the lather, or the son, or the brother, who is born with 
thee, or to the serving priest.| These are for thee words which 
are strong, fast, strong for gathering, strong for victory, strong 
and healing. These prayers are for thee those which purify a 
sinful head, turn a reaching stroke backwards. For his bright¬ 
ness, etc. 

17. 

47. A erethraghna created by Ahura praise we, who goes about 

* The Simurgh. 

t Strength and Victory disdain all secret ways; they go straight-forwards, sweep¬ 
ing all hindrances out of the way. 

t Cf, Yasht 4, 10. 
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between the battle-ranks set in array, and asks with Mitlira and 
Eashnu : Who lies to Mithra, who offends Eashnu, to whom 
shall I give sickness-and death, I who am able? 

48. Then* spake Ahura-Mazda: When men offer to Yereth- 
raghna created by Ahura, when of things bestowed there abides 
with him tire lawful offering and praise of the best purity, then 
there come not here to the Arian region hosts nor hindrances, no 
debt, no poison, no hostile chariot, no uplifted banner.* 

49. Zarathnstra asked‘him, 0 Ahura-Mazda! what is then the 
most fitting offering and praise of the best purity for \ eretbraglma 
created by Ahura ? 

50. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Gifts shall the Arian regions 
offer him, Barecma shall the Arian regions strew for him, cattle 
shall the Arian regions cook for him, light or well-coloured, 
which has of colours the colour of the llaoma. 

51. Not may a destroyer seize them, not a whore, not an un¬ 
believer who utters not the Gathas, one who slays the world, an 
adversary of the Ahurian Zarathustrian law. 

52. If a destroyer seizes them, a whore, an unbeliever, who 
recites not the Gathas, who slays the world, an adversary of the 
Ahurian Zarathustrian law,—then Veretbraghna, created by 
Ahura, seizes the healing-remedies. 

53. Ever come then to the Arian regions hindrances, ever rush 
upon the Arian regions hosts, ever are the Arian regions injured, 
so that fifty slay the hundred-slayers, a hundred the thousand- 
slayers, a thousand the ten-thousand-slayers, ten thousand the 
countless-slayers. 

54. Then spake Veretbraghna, created by Ahura, thus: Not, 
0 men, can the Soul of the Bull created by the Creator be 
offered to and praised, for the lacerating (?) Daevas and 
Daeva-worshipping men pour out now blood, and wound with 
the nails. 

55. For lacerating Daevas and Daeva-worshipping men bring 
now to the fire of the tree which bears the name Haperesha, the 
firewood which bears the name Nimadhaka.t 

56. The lacerating Daevas and Daeva-worshipping men bow 
now the backs and stretch out the middle of the body, all limbs 

stretch they out.£ the lacerating Daevas and Daeva- 

worshipping men hold now understanding back,—then turns this 
(the Soul of the Bull) the face away. For his brightness, etc. 

18 . 

57. Veretbraghna, created by Ahura, praise we. The Haoma 

* Cf. Yasht 8, 56. f Ximndhaha is probably “damp wood.” 

t The words here are quite unintelligible. 
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bring I; the chief portion—the Haoma the victorious, bring I; 
the protector of the good bring I, the protector of the bod} T bring 
I; the Haoma. When he comes down hither, then he reaches 
the evil-cnstomed, wicked.* 

58. That I may conquer this host, that I may smite down 
this host that inarches there behind me. For his brightness, etc. 

19. 

59. Vercthraghna, created by Ahura, praise we. The Son of 
Ahura brought hither the weapon which springs from Qighuire.+ 
—The sons are the lords of ten thousand. Strong is the vic¬ 
torious with name; victorious is he, the strong with name. 

CO. That I may join myself to victoriousness more than all 
un-Arian ; that I may smite this host, that I may vanquish this 
host, that I may beat down this host which marches behind me. 
For his brightness, etc. 

20 . 

Gl. Vercthraghna, created by Ahura, praise we. Yatha ahu 
vairyo. To the Cow belongs strength, to the Cow adoration, 
to the Cow speech, to the Cow victory, to the Cow food, to the 
Cow fodder, labour for the Cow, she is conducive to us for 
food. J For Her brightness, etc. 

21 . 

62. Vercthraghna, created by Ahura, praise we.—Who des¬ 
troys the battle-ranks, cuts to pieces the battle-ranks, brings 
the battle-ranks near, joins the battle-ranks, who destro} T s the 
battle-ranks, who cuts to pieces the battle-ranks, who brings 
the battle-ranks near, who joins the battle-ranks of the Daevas 
and men, the sorcerers and Pairikas, the Qathras, Kaoyas, and 
Karapanas, (that is) Vercthraghna, created by Ahura. 

22 . 

G3. Vercthraghna, created by Ahura, praise we.—For Verc¬ 
thraghna, created by Ahura, keeps back the hands of the 
terrible battle-ranks, the allied hands and the Mithra-lying 
men; he wraps round their faces, he stops up their ears, does 
not let their feet march forward, not are they mighty. 

For his brightness, etc. 

The offering, the praise, the. might, the strength of Vercth¬ 
raghna, created by Ahura, praise I, and the Smiting that comes 
from above, etc. 


t Nothing is known respecting Cighuirt, 


* Very obscure. 
t Cf. Ya<jna x., 62-65. 
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Satisfaction for Ahura-Mazda, etc— Ashem-vohu — I confess, 
e t C- —Satisfaction for Rama-qactra, for tbe Air which works on 
hifh, which is set over the other creatures; that of thee, 0 Air, 
which belongs to Qpenta-mainyus, for praise, etc. Yatha ahu 
vairyo. 

1. I praise the Water* and the distributors (of the same)., I 
praise peace the victorious, and each one of the profits. Him 
will we praise, him will we invoke for this dwelling, for the lords 
of this dwelling, for the givers of gifts, for the offerers. Against 
the foes of the Bull, the praiseworthy .against those among the 
foes slaying here, we invoke the best Yazatas. 

2. To It offered the Creator Ahura-Mazda, in Airyana-vaeja 

of the good creation, on a golden throne, a golden footstool, (() 
on a golden cover, with Barccma bouud together, with overflow¬ 
ing fulluess.t „ _, ,. . ,, , 

3. It prayed He for this favour : Give Me, 0 Air.J thou who 
workest on high, that I may smite among the creatures of Anra- 
mainyus, as one who appertains to Qpenta-maiuyus. 

4. The air which works on high granted Him this favour, as 
the Creator Ahura-Mazda approved this. 

5. We will praise the Air, we will praise the Air which works 
on high, that of thee, 0 Air, which belongs to Qpenta-mainyu. For 
Its brightness, for Its majesty, will we praise It with audible 
praise: the strong Air which works on high, with offerings. \\ e 
praise the strong Air which works on high. With Haoma, etc. 

2 . 

0. I praise the Water and the distributors of the same, etc. 

7. To It offered Haoshyaiiho, the Paradhata, on Taera, the 

mountain united with iron, on a golden throne, on a golden 
footstool, (?) on a golden cover, with Barejma bound together, 
with overflowing fullness. . 

8. It prayed he for this favour: Grant me, 0 Air, thou who 
workest on high, that I may smite two-thirds of the Mazanian 
Daevas, and the Varenian, wicked. 

9. The Air which works on high granted him this favour, as the 
Creator Ahura-Mazda approved of this. For Its brightness, etc. 


* Or, tlic Waters, as tlic noun is here used collectively. , 

t f Lit. “fullnesses,” or “abundances.” This often recurring phrase (m £cnd, 
perenaeibyo paili ghjArayatbijo) is obscure, and it seems doubtful whether path should 
be rendered by “with,” “on,” “upon,” or “at.”] ^ . 

+ The Air appears here to be considered as one of the Qad/uUas , or Solf-Lxistent 
Deities, and hence eo-existent with Ahura-Mazda. Further on this point in the 
Commentary. 
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3. 

10. I praise the Water, etc. 

11. To It offered Takma-urupa,* * * § unarmed, (?) on a golden 
throne, on a golden footstool, on a golden cover, with Baregma 
bound together, with overflowing fullness. 

12. It prayed he for this favour: Grant me, 0 Air, thou who 
workest on high, that I may smite all Daevas and men, all 
sorcerers and Pairikas, that I may rule Anra-mainyus, tamed in 
the form of a horse,f thirty years long at both ends of the earth. 

13. The Air which works on high granted him this favour, as 
the Creator Ahura-Mazda approved of this. For Its brightness, 
etc. 

4. 

14. I praise the Water, etc. 

15. To It offered Yima, the shining, with good congregation, 
from the high Hukairya, the wholly shining, golden, on a golden 
throne, on a golden footstool, with bound Barecma, with over¬ 
flowing fullness. 

16. It prayed he for this favour: Give me, 0 Air, thou who 
workest on high, that I may be the most majestic of born beings, 
the most beholding the Sun of men; J that I may make for me 
in my rule the men and cattle immortal, the water and trees not 
drying up, the eatable food inexhaustible. In the wide rule of 
Yima was no cold wind, no hot one, there was not old age, not 
death, no envy created by the Daevas. 

17. The Air, created by Mazda, granted him this favour, as 
the Creator Ahura-Mazda approved this. For Its brightness, etc. 

5. 

18. I praise the Water, etc. 

19. To It offered -the Snake Dahaka, with three jaws, in the 
evil desert, on a golden throne, on a golden footstool, on,a golden 
covering, with bound Baregma, with overflowing fullness, etc. 

20. It prayed he for this favour: Grant me, 0 Air, thou 
that workest on high, that I may make all immortal who are in 
the seven Kareshvares.§ 

21. dhe air which works on high did not grant this favour to 
him offering, not to him praying, not to him invoking, not to the 
giver, not to the offerer of gifts. For Its brightness, etc. 

* Usually Tukmo-urupis— t.e. f “the strong fox.” He is the Tahmuracp of later 
legends. 

f In Parsce mythology, Tahmura 9 p rides on Ahriman for thirty years; and hence, 
even in Mohammedan legends, Tahmura 9 p is termed “the Dev-binder.” 

+ Cf. Ya 9 iia ix. 14, and Note. 

§ Or, perhaps, “ that I may make the seven Kareshvares empty of men.” Cf, 
\asht 5, 30.— Translator, 
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6 . 

22. I praise the Water, etc. 

23. To It offered the son of the Athwyaman clan, the bold 
clan, Thraetaona in Varena, the four-cornered, on a golden 
throne, a golden footstool, a golden covering, with bound 
Barecma, with overflowing fullness. 

24. It prayed he for this favour: Grant roe, 0 Air, thou who 
workest on high, that I may slay the snake Dahaka with three 
jaws, three heads, six eyes, a thousand strengths, the very strong 
Druja belonging to the Daevas, the evil for the worlds, the 
wicked, which Anra-mainyus created as the strongest Druja to¬ 
wards the corporeal world, for death to purity in the world, and 
that I as a conqueror may drive away those who profit him and 
are bound to him, who are fairest as to their bodies, to throw 
them away (who) are in the most hidden part of the world.* 

25. The Air which works on high granted him this favour as 
the Creator Ahura-Mazda approved of it. For Its brightness, etc. 

7. 

26. I praise the Water, etc. , m 

27. To It offered the manlv-minded Ivcrec^aqpa at the hidden (:) 
outlet of Ranlia created by Mazda, on a golden^ throne, a golden 
foot-stool, a golden covering, with bound Bareguia, with over- 

flowing fullness. . . A1 . 

28. It prayed he for this favour : Grant me, 0 Air, thou who 
workest on high, that I may overthrow in revenge for my bro¬ 
ther Urvakhshaya, that I may smite Hitacpa, that he may draw 
the chariot.f So belongs the deep to Ahura, so does the deep 
now to one Lord, so belongs Gandarewa under the water (to 

Ahura). . . c 

29. The Air which works on high granted him tins favour, as 
the Creator Ahura-Mazda approvedof this. For Its brightness, etc. 

8 . 

30. I praise the Water, etc. 

31. To It offered Aurvacara, the lord of the regions, at the white 

wood, at the boundaries of the wood, on a golden throne, a golden 
foot-stool, a golden covering, with bound Barecma, with over¬ 
flowing fullness. ^ , 

32. It prayed he for this favour: Grant me, 0 Air, thou who 
workest on high, that the valiant uniter of the Arian region into 
one kingdom, llaocrava, may not smite us: that I may escape 
before Kavi Haocrava, then may Ivavi Haom'ava smite all the 
un-Arian in the wood. 


* Cf. Yasht 5, 34; 9, 14. 

f Uitdrpa = “ bound horse.” It seems as if the 
bound to a chariot like Ahriman. 


legend represented Hitacpa 


as 
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33. The Air which works on high granted him this favour, as 
the Creator Ahura-Mazda approved of this. For Its brightness, etc. 

9. 

34. I praise, etc. 

35. To It offered Ilutaoca with many brothers, for the clan of 
the Naotaras, on a golden throne, a golden foot-stool, a golden 
covering, with bound Barecma, with overflowing fullness. 

3G. It prayed she for this favour: Grant me 0 Air, thou who 
workest on high, that I may be loved, received with love in the 
dwelling of Kavi Vistacpa. 

37. The Air which works on high granted her this favour, as 
the Creator Ahura-Mazda approved this. For Its brightness, etc. 

10 . 

38. I praise, etc. 

39. To It offered the maidens who were not yet sought by 
men, on a golden throne, a golden footstool, a golden covering, 
with bound Barecma, with overflowing fullness. 

40. Then prayed they It for this favour: Grant us, 0 Air, 
thou who workest on high, that we may obtain a lord,* a youth 
of surpassing body, who may nourish us well as long as we live, 
and procure us offspring, with wise tooth, speaking with the 
tongue.+ 

41. The Air which works on high granted them this favour, 
as the Creator Ahura-Mazda approved of this. 

11 . 

42. I praise, etc.—The kindred of Qpenta-mainyu, the shin¬ 
ing, majestic, praise we. 

43. I bear the name Air (Yayu), 0 holy Zarathustra,—for 
this reason I bear the name of Air, because I lead away (vayemi) 
the creatures, both those which Qpenta-mainyus has created, and 
those which Anra-mainyus has created. 1 bear the name of 
Leader-away, 0 holy Zarathustra, — for this reason I bear the 
name of Leader-away, because I lead away the creatures, both 
those which Qpenta-mainyus has created and those which Ahra- 
mainyus has created. 

44. I bear the name All-smiting, 0 holy Zarathustra,—for 
this reason 1 bear the name All-smiting, because I smite both 
sorts of creatures, those which Qpenta-mainyus has created and 
those which Anra-mainyus has created. 1 bear the name Doing- 
good, 0 holy Zarathustra,—for this reason bear I the name 
Doing-good, because I do good to the Creator Ahura-Mazda. and 
the Amesha* 9 pentas. 

45. I am called, The Forerunner; I am called, The Follower; 

* [That is, a husband.] f That is, speaking wisely. 
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I am called, The Pursuer; I am called, The Swecpin ? -awav ; I 
am called, The Sweeping-down; I am called, The Luting; I am 
called, The Taking-away; I am called, The Obtamer; I am 

called, The Obtainer of Brightness. . T Qm 

46. I am called, The Swift; I am called, The Swiftest, l am 
called, The Strong; I am called, The Strongest; I am called. 
The Fast; I am called, The Fastest; I am called, The Mighty , 

I am called, The Mightiest; I am called, The Vell-wmged ; 
am called, The Well-turning-aroimd ; I am called, 1 lie lie - 
smiting; I am called, The Bringer-hither; I am called, The 
Driver-away of the Daevas ; I am called The Teaier (.). 

47. I am called, The Freed-froin-troubles ; I am called, 1 he 

Frecing-from-troubles; I am called, The Mightv Here ; I am 
called, The Strong-for-protection ; I am called, The Might) -for- 
overtlirowing; I am called, The Burning; I am called The 
Pure (?); I am called, Purity; I am called, Perfection ; I am 
called. The Howling; I am called, The Howlmg-speakmg; I 
am called, The Howling-spitting. ' , 

48. I am called, Provided with sharp lances ; 1 am called, 

The Sharp lances ; I am called, Having broad lances; I am 
called, Broad Lances; I am called, Having bright lances; I am 
called, The Shining Lance; I am called, The Most Majestic; i 
am called, The Most Majestic above all. , 

49. These my names shalt thou invoke, 0 Zaratlmstra, when 
thou art in the oppressions of the hosts, when thou art at the 
meeting of the battle-ranks, in the wars of the regions. 

50 These my names shalt thou invoke, when a commander 
in a region, all-ruling, falling, crouching down, wounded, struck 
on the chariot, prays for food, prays for healing-remedies. 

51. These my names shalt thou invoke, 0 pure Zaratlmstra, 
as against a bad, impure, falling, bending himself, wounded, 
smitten on the chariot, praying for strength, praying for food, 
praying for remedies. 

52. Those my names shalt thou invoke, 0 Zax’athustia, when 
a fettered one stands, a fettered one is sent forwards, a fettered 
one is led to be brought forwards to the prison-keeper, to be 
brought away to the jailer. 

53. 0 Air, thou art with horses, with men, with all, a driver- 
away of doubts, amongst all a driver-away of the Daevas,—in the 
undermost places, in thousand-told darknesses, It comes to 

whoso desires It, . . 

54. With what offering shall I praise thee, with what ollenng 
land thee, with what offering does an invitation reach thee? 
The Air is swifter, higher-girt, hastier, more contentious, with 
higher feet, broader breast, broader hips, sharper face than the 
others, who rule over regions rule with supreme power. 
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55. Seek thou Bare§ma, 0 pure Zaratliustra, choice, selection 
for the advancing to the light, high, the going over to the morn¬ 
ing-dawn.* 

56. If thou offerest to me then will I praise thee with speech 
created by Mazda, with shining healing, that Anra-mainyus 
who is full of death may not harm thee, not the sorcerers, not 
the workers of sorcery, no Daeva, no man. 

57. Air, thou swift one, we praise (thee). Air, thou strong 
one, (thee) praise we. The Air, the swiftest of the swift, praise 
we. The Air, the strongest of the strong, praise we. The Air, 
with golden helm, praise we. The Air, with golden tuft, [?] 
praise we. The Air, with golden necklace, praise we. The Air, 
with golden chariot, praise we. The Air, with golden wheel, 
praise we. The Air, with golden armour, praise we. The Air, 
with golden apparel, praise we. The Air, with golden shoes, 
praise we. The Air, with golden girdle, praise we. The pure 
Air praise we. 

58. Yatha aku vairyd.—Offering, praise, strength, might, vow 
I to Rama-qactra, to the Air which works on high, which is set 
over other creatures,—that of thee, 0 Air, which belongs to 
Qpenta-mainyus. 


XXXII. ( 16 ) DIN-YASHT. 

In the name of God, Ormazd the Lord , the Inereaser . May 
the good Mazdaya$nian lam increase in great majesty , may it 
come .— Of all sins , etc . 

Satisfaction to Ahura-Mazda. Ashem Voliu.—I confess (my¬ 
self), etc. Satisfaction to the rigktest Wisdom created by 
Mazdas pure, the good Hazdayacnian Law for praise, adoration, 
satisfaction, and laud.—Yatha ahu vairyo. 

/ 

1. 

1. The Tightest Wisdom created by Mazda, pure, praise we ; 
(the good Mazdayacnian law praise we); the good provision for 
the way,t the swift hastening, very pardoning, gift bringing, 
pure, virtuous, renowned, swift working, soon working, averting 
of itself, pure of itself, the good Mazdayacnian Law. 

2. To which Zaratliustra offered (saying), “ Lift up thyself 
from the throne, come forth from (thy) dwelling Rightest 'Wis¬ 
dom, created by Mazda, pure. . If thou art before, then wait for 
me; if thou art behind, then come to me. 

* This seiiteneo is somewhat [?] obscure. 

f The Mazdayacnian Law is called “ the good provision for the way” ( hu-path - 
mawyo), because it is most fitted to strengthen men ou their way to Paradise. 
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3. Then shall there be peace, that the ways may be protected 
of themselves, the mountains to be visited of themselves, the 
woods to be run through of themselves, the flowing waters easy 
to step over on account of this protection; for announcing the 
speech, the further to be thought of. 

4. For Its brightness, for Its majesty, will I praise It with 
audible praise, the Rightest Wisdom created by Mazda, pure, 
with offerings. We praise the Rightest Wisdom created by 
Mazda, pure. With llaoma, etc. 

2 . 

5. The Rightest Wisdom created by Alnira, etc. 

6. To which offered Zarathustra for good thoughts for the 
mind, for good words for the speech, for good works for the 
doing, for this favour : 

7. That to him might the Rightest Wisdom created by Mazda, 
pure, grant: Strength for the feet, hearing for the ears, power 
for the arms, health for the whole body, thriving for the whole 
body, and strength of vision, as Karo-magyo possesses it, who is 
under the water which is in Ratiba, the far to pass over, the 
deep, a thousand men (deep). 

3. 

8. The Rightest Wisdom, etc. 

9. To which offered Zarathustra for good thoughts for the soul, 
for good words for the speech, for good works for the doing,— 
for this favour: 

10. That to him the Rightest Wisdom, created by Mazda, the 
pure, might grant: Strength for the feet, hearing for the ears, 
health for the whole body, thriving for the whole body, and 
strength of vision as the male* horse possesses it, which in a dark 
night, rainy, snowy, icy, hailing, ninefold (distant) from the 
kingdom, sees a hair lying upon the earth, whether it is a hair of 
the head or a hair of the tail.f For Its brightness, etc. 

4. 

11. The Rightest Wisdom, etc. 

12. To which offered Zarathustra for good thoughts for the 
soul, for good words for the speech, for good works for the 
doing, for this favour : 

13. That to him the Rightest Wisdom, created by Mazda, 
might grant: Strength for the feet, hearing for the ears, strength 
for the arms, health for the whole body, thriving for the whole 
body, and power of vision as the Golden Vulture possesses it, 
who ninefold remote from the region sees something frightful, 
of the size of a fist, as much as the brightness of a shining needle, 
as much as a needle-point. J For Its brightness, etc. 

* [Or, valiant.] + Cf. Yasht 14 , 31. % c f- Gaslit 14 > 33 * 
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5. 

14. The Eightest Wisdom, etc. 

15. To which offered Hvovi, the pure, wise, wishing a good 
lot, namely the pure Zarathustra, in order to think the law, 
speak according to the law, act according to the law. For Its 
brightness, etc. 

6 . 

16. The Eightest Wisdom, etc. 

17. To which offered the priest created afar, wishing memory 
for the law, wishing strength for the body. For Its bright¬ 
ness, etc. 

7. 

18. The Eightest Wisdom, etc. 

19. To which offered the commander of the region, the lord of 
the region, wishing peace for the region, wishing strength for 
the body. For Its brightness, etc. 

20. Yatha ahu vairyo.—Offering, praise, strength, might, 
devote I to the Eightest Wisdom, created by Mazda, pure, etc. 


XXXIII. (17) ASm-YASIIT. 

Satisfaction to Ahura-Mazda. Ashem-vohu.—I confess (my¬ 
self), etc. Satisfaction to the good Ashi, the good Wisdom, the 
good Justice, the good Uprightness, to the Majesty, the Profit 
created by Ahura, for praise, adoration, satisfaction, and laud.— 
Yatha ahu vairyo. 

1. Ashis-vanuhi praise we, the shining, great, beautiful, very 
worthy of honour, with her shining wheel, the strong, the 
bestower of profitable gifts, the healing, provided with many 
men, the bold. 

2. The Daughter of Ahura-Mazda, the Sister of the Amesha- 
9 pentas, who confirms all the profitable with forward-going under¬ 
standing, and bestows the heavenly understanding as a gift. 
She comes to him calling for help, near as well as afar, who 
offers to Ashi with gifts. 

3. For Iler brightness, for Her majesty, will I praise Her with 
audible praise, will I offer to Her with well-offered offerings, 
with offerings to Ashis-vanuhi. We praise Ashis-vaiiuhi. With 
Haoma, etc. 

4. Ashi-vaiiuhi praise we, the shining, etc. 

5. Praise to the Haoma, to the Manthra, to the pure Zara¬ 
thustra. Praise be to Haoma, because all other knowledge is 
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connected with Aeshma, with fearful weapons, but the knowledge 
of Haoma is connected with purity, through his good purity.* 

6. Ashi, thou art fair; Ashi, thou art beaming; with pleasure 
comest thou hither, out of the beams. Ashi, thou art the giver 
of much brightness to the men whom thou, the sweet smelling, 
followest. The house gives forth fragrance, in whose house 
the strong Ashi-vahuhi places her feet with friendly mind, for 
long friendship. 

7. These men rule kingdoms, cooking much, bestowing great 
portions, provided with swift horses, with lightning wheel, with 
pliant dagger, much producing, food-bestowing (?), sweet smell¬ 
ing, where the house is prepared, and other shining blessings. 
To these thou joinest thyself, Ashis-vahuhi—Hail + be to him to 
whom thou joinest thyself; attach thyself to me, thou manifold, 
strong! 

8. Their dwellings are well-foundationed, strongly armed 
stand they, rich in purity, possessing long assistance. To whom 
thou attachest thyself, Ashis-vahuhi—Hail be to him to whom 
thou joinest thyself; join thyself to me, 0 manifold, strong ! 

9. Their thrones are well-spread, well-clothed, (?), well-pro¬ 
vided with coverings, and also the feet with golden coverings. 
To whom thou joinest thyself, Ashis-vahuhi—Hail be to him to 
whom thou attachest thyself; attach thyself to me, manifold, 
strong! 

10. Their beloved wives who are found in the house sit on 
thrones . . . . % with heels bound, earrings hanging down, and 
a golden necklace. (They say) when will the master of the 
house come, what shall we, the beloved, wish him with joy for 
his body? To whom thou joinest th} 7 self, Ashis-vahuhi—Hail be 
to him to whom thou joinest thyself; join thyself to me, 0 mani¬ 
fold, strong! 

11. Their maidens sit there adorned (?) with ankle-jewels, 
slim (?) waists, with renowned body, long toes: in body are 
they as beautiful as is the wish of those to whom they are to be 
given. To whom thou attachest thyself, Ashi-vahuhi—Hail be to 
him to whom thou attachest thyself; attach thyself to me, 0 
manifold, strong! 

12. Their horses are swift, far-snorting: with strength (?) 
draw they the chariots, for those going after the word they 
harness themselves, they draw along the strong praisers; those 
provided with swift horses, with strong chariots; those with 
pointed lances, having long shafts; those with pliant arrows, 
circumspect, going behind the foes, the slayers in front of the 
foe. To whom thou attachest thyself, Ashi-vahuhi—Hail to 

* Cf. Yatjna x. 18, 19. t Or, Happiness. 

X The text of this verse is extremely corrupt and obscure. 
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him to whom thou attaches! thyself; attach thyself to me, 0 
manifold, strong! 

13. Their camels are strong-humped who let themselves be 
guided with pure mind, springing from the earth,* tractable. 
To whom thou attachest thyself, Ashis-vanuhi—Hail to him 
to whom thou attachest thyself; attach thyself to me, 0 mani¬ 
fold, strong! 

14. To them brings she silver and gold out of other regions, 
and garments, shining girdles.f To whom thou attachest thy¬ 
self, Ashis-vanuhi—Hail be to him to whom thou attachest thyself; 
attach thyself to me, 0 manifold, strong ! 

15. Look on me. Come to me with charitableness, Ashis, 
High ! Well-created art thou, of good descent, free will, mighty 
art thou, majesty art thou, created for the bodies. 

16. Thy Father is Ahura-Mazda, the greatest of the Yazatas, 
the best of the Yazatas. Thy Mother is Qpenta-armaiti. Thy 
Brother the good Qraoslm, the holy, and Bashnus the high, 
strong, and Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, who watches 
with ten thousand (eyes), and has a thousand ears. Thy Sister 
is the Mazdayacnian law. 

17. Praised by the Yazatas, not held back by the justest, 
Ashis-varmhi, the high, placed herself on a chariot,;}: saying thus 
with words : Who art thou who offerest to me, whose speech I 
have heard as by far the fairest of the praying? 

18. Then spake thus the holy Zarathustra; who as the first 
man praised Asha-vahisti, offered to Ahura-Mazda, offered to the 
Amesha-cpentas,—at whose birth and growth the water and trees 
were rejoiced, at whose birth and growth the water and trees 
increased. 

19. At whose birth and growth away ran Anra-mainyus from 
the earth, the broad, round, far-to-wander-through. Thus spake 
the evil-knowing Alira-mainyus who is full of death : Not do all 
the Yazatas drive me out against my will, Zarathustra alone 
reaches me against my will. 

20. He smites me with the Ahuna-vairya, with such a weapon 
as a stone the size of a Kata;§ he makes me hot by Asha- 
vahista, || like as a metal in furnace; he brings me best away 
from this earth, he alone makes me go, the holy Zarathustra. 

21. Then spake thus Ashis-vaiiuhi the high : Place thyself 
near to me, right-created, pure, holy, approach my chariot. 

* That is, they walk with clastic step, although loaded. 

f Verses 8-14 are important, as showing us the domestic condition of the Old- 
Iranians. 

{ From this description it would appear that Ashi-vanuhi was not a mere abstrac¬ 
tion, but regarded as a personal goddess. 

§ Cf. Vendidad xix. 13. 

|| Because Asha-valiista is the genius of Fire. 
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Then came nigli to her the holy Zarathustra, he approached her 
chariot. 

22. She stroked him with the left hand and the right, with the 
right hand and the left, speaking thus with words: Fair art 
thou, 0 Zarathustra; well-created art thou, 0 holy, with fair 
calves and long arms. To thee is given majesty for the body, 
great purity for the soul. (So is it) as I say to thee. 

3. 

23. Ashis-vahuhi we praise, etc. 

24. To her offered Ilaoshyahha. the Paradhata, on the summit 
of the high mountain, a beautiful one, created by Mazda. 

25. Then prayed lie her for this favour : Grant me, 0 Ashis- 
vahuhi, thou high one, that I may smite all Mazanian Daevas, 
that I may not bow affrighted from fear of the Daevas, but from 
henceforth may all the Daevas bow themselves affrighted, hasten 
terrified to darkness.* 

26. Ashis-vahuhi, the high, ran round, came up,—Haosh- 
yaiiha, the Paradhata, obtained this favour. 

4. 

27. Ashis-vahuhi praise we, etc. 

28. To her offered Yima, the shining, with good congregation, 
from the high Hukairya. 

29. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 Ashis- 
vahuhi, high, that I may bring fat herds to the creatures of 
Mazda, that I may bring immortality to the creatures of Mazda. 

30. Further, that I may bring away both, hunger and thirst 
from the creatures of Mazda, that I may bring away both, old 
age and death, from the creatures of Mazda, that I may bring 
away both, hot wind and cold, from the creatures of Mazda, 
throughout a thousand years. 

31. Ashis-vahuhi, the high, ran round, came near,—Yima, 
the shining, having a good congregation, obtained this favour. 

5. 

32. Ashis-vahuhi praise we, etc. 

33. To her offered the son of the Athwyanian Clan, the bold 
clan, Thraetaona, at Varena, the four : cornered. 

34. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 Ashis- 
vahuhi, high, that I may smite the Snake Dahaka, with triple 
jaws, three heads, six eyes, a thousand strengths, the very strong 
Druja proceeding from the Daevas, the evil for the world, the 
bad, whom Ahra-mainyus created as the strongest Druja towards 
the corporeal world, for death for the world of purity, and that I 

* Cf. Yasht 5, 21; 9, 3, etc. 
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as his conqueror may drive away those who profit him and are 
bound to him, who are fairest in their bodies, to drive them 
away, and they (are) in the most hidden part of the world.* 

35. Ashis-vanuhi, the high, ran round, came up,—the son of 
the Athwyanian Clan, the bold Clan, Thraetaona obtained this 
favour. For her brightness, etc. 

G. 

3G. Ashis-vanuhi praise we, etc. 

37. To her offered Haoma, the Promoter, the health-giving, 
fair, kingly, with golden eyes, on the highest height of the high 
mountain. 

38. Then prayed he her for this favour : Grant me, Ashis- 
vanuhi, high, that I may bind the destroying Turanian Fran- 
racyana, and that I may lead him away bound, bring him bound 
as a prisoner of the king Ilucrava. May Kava Hucrava slay 
him behind the sea Chaeehacta, the deep, rich in waters,—the 
son of the daughter of Qyavarshana, the man slain by violence, 
and of Aghrae-ratha, of the race of Naru.f 

39. Ashis-vanuhi, the high, ran round, came up—Haoma, the 
Promoter, obtained this favour, the health-giving, fair, kingly, 
golden-eyed. 

40. Ashis-vanuhi praise we, etc. 

41. To her offered the valiant uniter of the Arian regions into 
one kingdom, Hugrava, behind the sea Chaechagta, the deep, 
abounding in water. 

42. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 Ashis- 
vanuhi, the high, that I may smite down the destroying Turanian 
Franracyana behind the sea Chaeehacta, the deep, abounding in 
waters,—I the son. of the daughter of Qyavarshana, the man 
slain by violence, and of Aghrae-ratha, the descendant of Naru. 

43. Ashis-vanuhi, the high, ran round, came up, the valiant 
uniter of the Arian regions into one kingdom, Hugrava, obtained 
this favour. For her brightness, etc. 

8 . 

44. Ashis-vanuhi praise we, etc, 

45. To her offered the pure Zarathustra in Airyana-vaeja 
of the good creation, with llaoma provided with flesh, and 
haivgma, with Mauthra which gives wisdom to the tongue, 
with words, with deeds, with -offerings, with true-spoken speech. 

4G. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 Ashis- 
vanuhi, that I may all}’ myself with the good, noble Hufaoca. 
for thinking the law, speaking after the law, acting after the 
* Cf. Yaslit 15, 24. f Cf. Yaslit 9, 18. 
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law. She shall guard me the Mazdayacnian law in the heart, 
and afterwards praise; she who shall afford me good praise for 
the work.* 

47. Ashis-vanuki, the high, ran round, came up, the pure 
Zarathustra obtained this favour. For her brightness, etc. 

9. 

48. Ashis-vanuki praise we, etc. 

49. To her offered Berezaidki Kava Vistacpa behind the water 
Daitya. 

50. Then prayed he her for this favour: Grant me, 0 Aslns- 
vahuhi, high, that I may drive away in the fight Asta-aurva, 
the son of Vigpo-thaurvo-afti, the all tormenting, with broad 
helm, great bravery, large head, who possesses seven hundred 
living (?) camels, that after him I may drive away in the fight 
the destroying Qyaonian Arejat-acpa, that I may drive away in 
the fight Darshinika, the Daeva worshipper. + 

51. That I may smite down the unbelievers belonging to 

darkness; that I may smite down Qpinjairista, the unbelieving, 
that I may attain as well-wise to the regions of Varedkakas and 
Qyaonya; that I may smite of the Qyaonian regions fifty of the 
slayers of hundreds, a hundred of the slayers of thousands, a 
thousand of the slayers of ten-thousand, ten-thousand of those 
who slay innumerable ones. u ^ 

52. Ashis-vanuhi, the high, ran round, came up. Berezaidln 
Kava Vistacpa obtained this favour. 

10 . 

53. Ashis-vanuhi praise we, etc. 

54. Then spake Ashis-vanuhi, the high : Let there not obtain 
of these my gifts, which one bestows me, among men ; a man 
who has no more seed, nor a harlot who has no more tokens, % 
no child under age, no unsought maiden, because foes follow me 
with swift horses very youthful. 

55. Then hide I the body under the foot of a valiant steer, 
who protects his burden ; then shall the youths under age, the 
maidens unsought amongst men, hide me because the foes follow 
me with swift horses very youthful. 

56. Then hide I the body under the throat of a ram—a valiant 
one, a hundred-fold active. Then shall the youths not ot age, the 
maidens not sought among men, hide me because the foes 
follow me.§ 

* Cf. Yasht 9, 25. + Cf. Yasht 9, 30. * Cf. Vendidad xv. 33. 

$ The meaning is this: When the kingdom is invaded the warriors are to tight, 
whilst the women and children, and all who are unahle to fight, arc to hide away aU 
the valuables, so that, in ease of defeat, the enemy may find little booty. 
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57. The first weeping wept Ashis-vanuhi, the High, because of 
a harlot, who bears no children—set not thy foot to her; do not 
sit (thee) down in (her) house. What shall I do to them? 
shall I ascend up to heaven ? shall I crawl on the earth ? 

58. The second weeping wept Ashis-vanuhi, the High, on 
account of the harlot who bears a child: one begotten by another 
man, and places it on the way. # What shall I do to them ? 
Shall I ascend up to heaven ? Shall I crawl on the earth ? 

59. The third weeping wept Ashis-vanuhi, the High : That is 
the greatest deed which hostile men do, when they do not marry 
maidens, long unmarried, not provided with a bridegroom. What 
shall I do for them ? shall I mount up to heaven, shall I crawl 
upon the earth ? 

GO. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Fair Ashis, created by 
the Creator! Do not ascend up into heaven, do not creep upon 
the earth, go thou hither in the midst of the dwelling of a fair 
king. 

61. With this offering will I praise thee, with this offering will 
I laud thee, as the Ivava Vistacpa offered to thee behind the water 
Daitya. High speech shall the Zaota hold, standing behind the 
Barecma. With this offering will I laud thee, with this offering 
praise thee—Ashi, Fair, created by the Creator. For Her bright¬ 
ness, etc. 

G2. Offering, praise, strength, might, vow I to Ashis-vanuhi, 
to the good wisdom, the good justice, the good equity, the bright¬ 
ness, the profit created by Mazda. Ashem-vohu. 

XXXIV. (18) ASTAD-YASHT. 

Satisfaction to Ahura-Mazda. Ashem-vohu.—I confess myself, 
etc. Satisfaction to" the Majesty of the Arians, created by Mazda, 
for praise, adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

1. Ahura-Mazda spake to the holy Zarathustra: I created the 
Arian Majesty, many herds of cattle, much kingdom, very bril¬ 
liant, well-won understanding, well-won wealth, as an adversary 
against Azi, as an adversary against the evil-minded.f 

2. It torments Aiira-mainyus, who is full of death ; it torments 
Aeshma with terrible weapons; it torments Bushyau 9 ta, the 
yellow. It torments the sickness spread abroad, it torments the 
deadly Daeva Apaosho, it torments the non-Arian regions.^: 

3. I have created Ashis-vanuhi the high, who goes forward to 

* This verse is important, as showing that the custom of deserting new-born chil¬ 
dren was not uufrequent amongst the Old-Iranians. 

f Bythe evil-minded” are probably meant aU the evil beings mentioned in the 
next verse. 

t Of. Yasht 8, 21. 
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the abode, (?) who goes to the midst of the dwelling of the hand¬ 
some, who has collected himself a kingdom. 

4. To him is joined Ashis, possessing much brightness, to the 
man who contents the pure through offerings, she goes forward 
to (his) residence, in the midst of the abode of the handsome, who 
has gathered himself a kingdom, provided with all herds, with all 
capability of self-defence, all understanding, all majesty. One 
foot set Ashis-vahubi the high in the residence, she goes forward 
in the midst of the dwelling of the handsome, who has collected 
himself a kingdom. 

5. He is provided with a thousand horses, a thousand herds, 
with heavenly descendants; he unites himself with Tistrya, who 
is like unto him, the shining, majestic Star, the strong Wind 
created by Mazda, the Arian Majesty are like unto him. 

6. They bring furtherance to all tops of the mountains, in all 
depths of the valleys, they bring furtherance to all trees, the 
growing-up, fair, golden-hued. They bring away the sicknesses 
spread abroad ; they bring away the deadly Daeva Apaosho. 

7. Praise be to Tistrya, the brilliant, majestic Star; praise be 
to the strong wind created by Mazda; praise to the Arian 
Majesty. Yatha ahu vairyo. Ashem-vohu. 

S. The Ahuna-vairya praise we. Asha-vahista, the fairest 
Amesha-§penta, praise we, The right-spoken prayer, the vic¬ 
torious, salutary, praise we. The Mauthra-gpenta, the Mazda- 
yacnian law, the gatherer of the Haorna, praise we. The Arian 
Majesty praise we.—Yeiihe hatanm. 

9. Offering, praise, might, strength, devote I to the Majesty of 
the Arians created by Mazda. Ashem-vohu, To him belongs 
brightness, etc. 

XXXV. ( 19 ) ZAMYAD-YASHT. 

Satisfaction be to Ahura-Mazda. I confess (myself) etc. 
Satisfaction be to the Mountain Ushi-darena, created by Mazda, 
possessing much brightness, to the Kingly Majesty created by 
Mazda, the Imperishable Majesty, created by Mazda, for praise, 
adoration, etc. 

1 . 

1. As the first mountain, 0 holy Zarathustra, there stood on 
this earth the height Haraiti.* This surrounds the whole of the 
region flowed round by water towards the East (?). The second 
mountain is Zeredho, below Aredho-manusha. This also sur¬ 
rounds the whole of the water-surrounded region towards morn- 
ing (?). 

* The first seven verses of this Yasht are important in a geographical point of 
view, but it is impossible to discuss the various questions fully in a note. Most of 
the mountains occur, with some variation in the names, in the Bundchesh. 
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2. From there forth are grown up the mountains Ushidhao, 
Ushidarena, Erezifya, Fraorepa, sixth Arezura, seventh Bumya, 
eighth Raoidhita, ninth Mazisisvao, tenth Ah tare-daiihus, eleventh 
Erezisho, twelfth Vaiti-gaeco. 

3. And Adarana, Bayana, Iskata, which is above the eagles; 
Kango-tafedhra, Yafra, two mountains Hamahkuna; eight 
mountains Vacua; eight strong mountains Fravauku ; four 
Yidhwana. 

4. Aezaka, Maenaka, Vakhedhrakae, Acaya, Tuahackae, Ish- 
vakae, Draoshisvao, Qairivao, Nanhusmao, Kakahyu, Aritare- 
kanha. 

5. Qichiudava, Ahuna, Raemana, Asha-ctembana, Urunyo- 
vaidhkae, Asnavao, Ushaoma, Usta-garenao, Qyamaka, Vafrayao, 
You rush a. 

6. At which (lies) Jatara, Adhutavao, Qpitavarenao, Qpento- 
data, Kadrva-acpa, Kaoirica, Taera, Baro-grayana, Barana, and 
the mountain Frapayao, and Udrya, and Raevao, on account of 
their nearness and superintendence, have men retained the names 
of the mountains.* 

7. There are also, 0 holy Zarathustra, four mountains, and 
forty, and two hundred and two thousand. Now when a travel¬ 
ler (?) goes to the mountains, he shall always offer a loaf for the 
priests, the warriors, the active husbandmen. 

8. For Its brightness and Its Majesty will I offer to It, with 
audible praise, to the strong Kingly Majesty with gifts. The 
Majesty created by Mazda praise we. Haoma with flesh, etc. 

2. 

9. The strong Kingly Majesty created by Mazda, praise we, 
the much-obtaining, working on high, salutary, shining, pos¬ 
sessing strength, which is placed over other creatures, 

10. Which belongs to Aliura-Mazda. Ahura-Mazda created 
the creatures very good, very fair, very high, very furthering, 
very lofty. 

11. That they might make the world progressive, not growing 
old, not dying, not becoming corrupt and stinking, but ever- 
living, ever-profiting,—a kingdom as one wishes it; that the 
dead may arise, and there may come Immortality for the living,f 
which furthers the world at will. 

12. The worlds which teach purity will be immortal, the 
Drukhs will disappear at the time. As soon as it comes to the 
pure to slay him and his hundred-fold seed, then is it (ripe) for 
dying and fleeing away. Yatha ahu vairyo. 

13. For Its brightness, etc. 

* These words are doubtful. 


t Lit. “That which is alive.” 
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3. 

14. The strong Kingly Majesty, etc. 

15. Which belongs to the Amesha-cpentas, the shining, hav¬ 
ing efficacious eyes, great, helpful, strong, Ahurian,—who are 
imperishable and pure. 

16. Which are all seven of like mind, like speech, all seven 
doing alike, like is their mind, like their word, like is their 
action, like their Father and Ruler, namely, the Creator 
Ahura-Mazda. 

17. Of whom one sees the soul of the other, how it thinks on 
good thoughts, how it thinks on good words, how it thinks on 
good deeds, thinking on Garo-nemana, Their ways are shining 
when they come hither to the offering-gifts. 

18. Which are there the creators and the destroyers of the 
creatures of Ahura-Mazda, their creators and overseers, their 
protectors and rulers. 

19. They it is who further the world at will so that it does 
not grow old and die, does not become corrupt and stinking, 
but ever-living, ever-profiting, a kingdom as one wishes it, that 
the dead may arise, and Immortality' for the living may come, 
which gives according to wish furtherance for the world. 

20. The worlds which teach purity will be immortal, the Drukhs 
will disappear at the time. So soon as it comes to the pure to 
slay him and his hundred-fold seed, then is it (ripe) for dying 
and fleeing away. Yatha ahu vairyo, For Its brightness, etc. 

4. 

21. The strong Kingly Majesty, etc. 

22. Which belongs to the heavenly and earthly Yazatas, the 
born and unborn, the progressing, profitable. 

23. 24, They it is who at will, etc. 

5. 

25. The strong Kingly Majesty, etc. 

26. Which belonged to Haoshyanha, the Paradhata, for a long 
time, when he ruled over the seven-portioned earth, [over] 
Daevas and men, sorcerers and Pairikas, the Qathras, Haoyas, 
and Karapauas, who then smote two-thirds of the Mazanian 
Daevas, and of the Varenian, wicked. For Its brightness, etc. 

6 . 

27. The strong Kingly Majesty, etc. 

28. Which united itself to Takhma-urupa,* the weaponless, 
when he ruled over the seven-portioned earth ; over Daevas and 


Cf. Yasht 15, 11. 
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men, over sorcerers and Pairikas, over Qatkras, Kaoyas, and 
Karapanas. 

29. So that he was a smiter of all Daevas and men, all 
sorcerers and Pairikas, that he ruled Anra-mainyus, tamed in 
the shape of a horse, thirty years long, round both ends of the 
earth. For Its brightness, etc. 

7. 

80. The strong Kingly Majesty, etc. 

31. Which united itself with Yirna, the shining, possessing a 
good congregation, for a long time when he ruled over the seven- 
portioned earth, over men and Daevas, over sorcerers and Pairikas, 
over Qatkras, Kaoyas, and Karapanas. 

32. He took away from the Daevas both blessings and profits, 
both fatness and herds, both food and praise, in whose rule were 
poured out for the body imperishable foods, immortal were men 
and beasts, the water and trees not dried up. 

33. In his rule was no cold, no heat, no old age, no death, no 
envy created by the Daevas, on account of the absence of the 
Lie, formerly before he (himself) untrue, began to love lying 
speech.* 

34. Then when he, untrue, began to love lying speech, then 
flew away visibly from him the Majesty, with the body of a bird. 
When the ruler Yima, the shining, with good congregation, no 
longer saw the Majesty, then Yima displeased, staggered away 
to evil thoughts, he fell affrighted down on the earth. 

35. First removed itself the Majesty, the Majesty from Yima 
the shining, the Majesty went away from Yima, the son of 
Vivankao, with the body of a bird, flapping with the wings. 
There seized this Majesty Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, 
hears with ears, has a thousand strengths. We praise Mithra, 
the Ttuler of all regions, whom Ahura-Mazda created as the most 
majestic of the heavenly Yazatas. 

36. When for the second the Majesty departed, the Majesty 
from Yima, then went the Majesty away from Yima, the son of 
Yivaiihao, in the form of a bird flapping with its wings. Then 
seized this Majesty the son of the Athwyanian clan, the strong- 
clan,—Thraetaona, because he was the most victorious among 
victorious men, except Zarathustra. 

37. Who slew the snake Dahaka with three jaws, three heads, 
six eyes, a thousand strengths, the very strong Druja, belonging 
to the Daevas, the evil lor the world, the wicked, which very 
strong Druja Anra-mainyus has created towards the corporeal 
world, for the slaying of purity in the world. 

* Tho legend in this and the following verses is important, as showing that the 
conception of Yima’s fall through haughtiness of mind is of very ancient date. 
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38. When for the third time went away the Majesty from 
Yima, the shining, then went the Majesty from Yima, the son of 
Vivaiihao, in the form of a bird flapping with the wings, then the 
valiant-minded Keregacpa seized this Majesty, because he was 
the strongest among bold men, except Zarathustra, except the 
Manly Valour. 

39. Because with him united itself the Manly Courage, the 
strong. The Manly Courage praise we, the high-footed, not 
sleeping, having swift going, increasing, which united itself to 
Kerecacpa. 

40. Who smote the Serpent Qruvara, the horse-devouring, 
men-devouring, the poisonous, green, on which flowed the green 
poison of the thickness of the thumb,—on which Kerecagpa 
cooked food in an iron kettle, about mid-day,—it burned the 
deadly one, and he made off; away from the kettle sprang he, 
towards the flowing waters hastened he; back retreated the bold 
Keregagpa dismayed.* 

41. Who smote Gandarewa, the golden-heeled, who went about 
with open mouth, seeking to slay the corporeal world of purity. 
Who smote the descendants of the nine robbers, the sons of 
Nivika, the sons of Dastayani, who smote Hitacpa with the 
golden-tuft, and Vareshava, the son of Dana and Pitaona, pos¬ 
sessing many Pairikas. 

42. Who smote Arezo-shamana, the gifted with manly courage, 
strong, beloved, desired, living, supple, growing . . . . + 

43. Wke smote Qnavidhaka, smiting with hoofs, with stone- 

hands, who thought thus: I am not of age, a minor: when I 
shall once be of age, then will I make the earth for a wheel, the 
heavens a chariot: J _ # 

44. I will lead away Qpenta-mainyu from the shining Garo- 
nemana. I will make Aiira-mainyu ascend from the bad hell; 
both these shall fasten themselves to my chariot: Qpenta-mainyu 
and Aiira-mainyu—if the bold K ere gag pa does not slay me. 
Him slew the bold Keregacpa with destruction of life, annihila¬ 
tion of the vital powers. For Its brightness, etc. 

8 . 

45. The strong Kingly Majesty, etc. 

46. In which viewed themselves Qpenta-mainyus and Aiira- 
mainyus. In this each of the twain plunged his imperishable, 
very swift limbs. § Qpenta-mainyus drew through the body || of 

* Cf. Ya^ua ix. 34-39. t The rest is unintelligible. 

+ Unfortunately we know nothing further respecting Cnavidhaka, who must have 
been a mighty hero, if he could do as he threatened. 

§ Bathing in the beams of the “Majesty” appears to have been considered as 
affording a peculiar strength to bodies. 

|| [Or, perhaps, “ caused them to draw their bodies through.” The Zend is astern 
fra nharech ay at.] 
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Vohu-mano and Asha-vahista, and the Fire, the son of Ahura- 
Mazda. Aiira-mainyus drew through the body of Ako-inano 
and Aeshma, with frightful weapons, and Azhi-dahaka and 
Qpityura, the eutter-to-pieces of Yima.* 

47. Then stepped forwards the Fire (the son) of Ahura-Mazda, 
thinking thus : This Majesty, the Imperishable, will I seize. 
Then ran after him and overtook him Azhis (Dahaka), with three 
jaws, possessed of evil mind, laughing, saying: 

48. Swiftly show it, 0 Fire of Ahura-Mazda, if thou boldest it 
fast, this Imperishable, then shalt thou hereafter no more make 
thyself shine in pathless places, on the earth created by Ahura, 
for the preserving the world of the pure. Then opened the Fire 
the hands from excess of love for life, when Azhiz (Dahaka) ter¬ 
rified it. 

49. Then rushed forwards Azhiz (Dahaka) with three jaws, 
with evil law, thinking thus: I will seize this Majesty, the Im¬ 
perishable. Then stepped behind him the Fire of Ahura-Mazda, 
speaking thus with words : 

50. Swiftly show it, Azhi-dahaka, with three jaws, if thou 
boldest fast this Imperishable, then will I grow up behind thee, 
shine in thy mouth, thou shalt not hereafter rush forward on the 
earth created by Mazda for the slaying of the worlds of purity. 
Then opened Azhis the hands from excess of love for life, when 
the Fire terrified him. 

51. This Majesty spread itself abroad to the Sea Yourn-kasha ; 
there the Navel of the Waters with swift horses seized it, the 
Navel of the Waters with swift horses desired it (saying): I will 
seize this Imperishable Majesty (and bring it) to the depths of 
the Sea Vouru-kasha the deep, in the depth of the canals, the 
deep. 

52. We praise the great lord, possessing women, the Shining 
Navel of the Wafers, having swift horses, valiant, profiting at 
call, who created mankind, formed mankind, who is worthy of 
honour under the water, most hearing with the ears when one 
offers to him. 

53. Then to you, to each one of men, has Ahura-Mazda thus 
said : 0 pure Zarathustra, let (them) desire after the Imperishable 
Majesty of the Athrava; let them desire after the shining satis¬ 
faction, with gifts for the Athravas; let them desire after much 
satisfaction with gifts for the Athravas. 

54. With such a one will Ashis unite, the very shining, who 
has a shield, the strong, cattle and pastures. With him unites 
itself power of defence, which last the whole year through; and 
the smiting with strength, beyond the year. Allied to such 
power of defence will he smite the terrible in the hellish host; 

* This legend is related in the Bundehesh, cap. xxxii. 


( 19 ) ZAMYAD-YASHT. 


131 


allied to such power of defence will he smite all the hating. 
For Its brightness, etc. 

9. 

55. The strong Kingly Majesty, etc. 

5G. Which the destroying Turanian Franrace desired from the 
sea Vouru-kasha. Naked laid he his clothes aside, desiring after 
the Majesty which belongs to the Ariau regions, the born and the 
unborn, to the pure Zarathustra. Then flew away this Majesty, 
away hastened this Majesty, aside placed itself this Majesty; 
then rose that outflow of the sea Vouru-kasha, which bears the 
name of Hucravao. 

57. Then ran Franrace, the Turanian, out of the sea Vouru- 
kasha, the very brilliant, 0 holy Zarathustra, addressing the evil 
eye: Here, here on this (side); I have not found the Majesty 
which belongs to the Arian regions, to the born and unborn, to 
the holy Zarathustra. 

58. I will mix myself* with both: all creatures and all seed 
(which is there) with greatness, goodness, and beauty. Ahura- 
Mazda will come to thee rejoicing, creating creatures. Then ran 
away Franrace, the Turanian, the very brilliant, 0 holy Zara¬ 
thustra, to the sea Vouru-kasha. 

59. Then threw he for the second time his clothes away naked, 
desiring after the Majesty which belongs to the Arian regions, 
to the born, the unborn, and the pure Zarathustra. Then flew 
this Majesty away, away ran this Majesty, aside placed itself 
this Majesty. Then arose the out-flow of the sea Vouru-kasha, 
the canal which bears the name Vanhazdao. 

60. Then ran Franrace, the Turanian, out of the sea Vouru- 
kasha, the very shining, 0 holy Zarathustra, addressing the evil 
eye : Hither, hither, namely, on this (side), so also hither on any 
(side). I have not found the Majesty which belongs to the Arian 
regions, to the born, the unborn, and the pure Zarathustra. 

61. I will mix myself with both; with every created and all 
seed that is with greatness, goodness, and purity. Ahura-Mazda 
will come to thee rejoicing, creating creatures. Then ran away 
the Turanian Franrace, the very shining, 0 holy Zarathustra, to 
the sea Vouru-kasha. 

62. For the third time threw he his clothes away, desiring 
after the Majesty which belongs to the Arian regions, to the 
born, the unborn, and the pure Zarathustra. Then flew this 
Majesty away, away hastened this Majesty, aside placed itself 
this Majesty. Then arose the out-flow of the sea Vouru-kasha, 
the water which bears the name Awzdanva. 

63. Then ran the Turanian Franrace out of the sea Vouru- 

* [Or, copulate with.] 
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kasha, the very shining, 0 holy Zarathustra, addressing the evil 
eye : Hither, hither, namely on this side, here also on this— 
woe to thee—here, namely on this. I have not found this Majesty 
which belongs to the Arian regions, to the born, the unborn, and 
the pure Zarathustra. 

64. He did not find this Majesty which belongs to the Arian 
regions, the born, the unborn, and the pure Zarathustra. For 
Its brightness, etc. 

10 . 

65. The strong Kingly Majesty, etc. 

66. Which united itself with what is mighty there, namely 
with the sea Kancu, which is in connection with Haetumat, as 
the mountain Ushidhao, about which many waters connected with 
mountains, flow around.* 

67. To itf hastens, to it goes, food, kingdom in horses, shining 
furtherance, the fair, fortunate, strong, increasing with many 
pastures, right, golden. To it hastens, to it goes, the shining, 
majestic, washing away the white skins (?) and drying up the 
many hindrances. 

68. There joins itself to it the strength of the horse; there 
joins itself to it the strength of the camel; there joins itself to 
it the strength of a man ; there joins itself to it the Kingly 
Majesty; there is on it so much (more) Kingly Majesty, 0 pure 
Zarathustra, than the un-Arian regions here could destroy at once. 

69. (Their inhabitants) would here perceive destruction, would 
perceive hunger and thirst, cold and . . . . i Then is the Kingly 
Majesty the Saviour of the Arian regions, of the cow which is 
harnessed for the w r ay, as protection for the pure men and the 
Mazdayacnian law. For Its brightness, etc. 

11 . 

70. The strong Kingly Majesty, etc. 

71. Which united itself to Ivavi Ivavata, to Kavi Aipivohu, 
to Kavi Ucadhan, to Kavi Arshna, to Kavi Pishina, to Kavi 
Byarshana, to Kavi Oyavarshana. 

72. That they might all be swift, all strong, all healing, all 
shining, all gifted with might, all kings, accomplishing great 
deeds. For Its brightness, etc. 

1 ° 

1 AV. 

73. The strong Kingly Majesty, etc. 

74. Which united itself with Kavi nucrava, for the wcll- 

* The Bundchesh places thesca Kaii^u in Scjestan. Here it is evidently the sea 
Zarcli, into which the river Ilaetumat (llilmaud) flows. The future Saviour, (^a5sh- 
yan<j, is to come forth from it. 

f That is, to the mountain Ushidhao. 

+ Unintelligible. Verses 67-69 arc very obscure. 


( 19 ) ZAMYAD-YASHT. 


133 


created strength, for victory created by Ahura, for the smiting 
which comes from above, for the well-learned precept, for the 
precept not to be disarranged, for the precept which cannot be 
smitten, for the smiting of the foes here. 

75. For robust strength, for the Majesty created by Ahura, 
for health of body, for heavenly good offering, wise, gathering, 
shining, white-eyed, helping out of distress, manly, for wisdom 
for future attaining to Paradise. 

76. For brilliant kingdom, for long life, for all favour, for all 
healing-remedies. 

77. Therefore that we, 0 Kavi Hucrava, that we. 

and not cut down the wood* when the destroyer injured (the 
understanding) in the horses. May the lord Kavi Hugrava 
smite down all, may he bind the destroying Turanian Fraiirag- 
yana, the rider of foals, the son of the maiden of Qyavarshana, 
the man slain by violence, and Aghrae-ratha, the descendant of 
Naru. For Its brightness, etc. 

13. 

78. The strong Kingly Majesty, etc. 

79. Which attached itself to the pure Zarathustra for thinking 
the law, speaking the law, fulfilling the law, because he was of 
the whole corporeal world, in purity the purest; in rule the best 
ruling; in brightness the most shining; in majesty the most 
majestic ; in victory the most victorious. 

80. Visibly flew before him the Daevas, visibly furthered he 
the sciences, surely then hunted these the Jainis away from men, 
then they did violence to them tearful, weeping, to the Daevas. 

81. Tiien caused the only Ahuna-vairya which the pure Zara¬ 
thustra uttered, the spreading itself abroad, manifold, afterwards 
the other (prayer) with mighty voice, that all Daevas, the not- 
to-be-honoured, not-to-be-praised, hid themselves in the earth. 

82. Whose Majesty the destroying Turanian Franrace desired 
in all Keshvares. Over the seven Keshvares ran the destroying 
Franrace desiring after the Majesty of Zarathustra. Then glided 
this Majesty away to the Air without water,t swiftly hastened it 
away to M} t hiding-place (?). It came to the hiding-place as 
was My will, Ahura-Mazda’s and the Mazdayagnian law’s. For 
Its brightness, etc. 

14. 

83. The strong Kingly Majesty. 

84. Which attached itself to Kavi Yistagpa for thinking the 
law, speaking the law, for fulfilling the law, when he praised 
this law, driving away the evil-minded, the Daevas, the impure. 


Cf. Yasht 5, 50. 


t Cf. Yasht 13, 99. 
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85. Who with the much-penetrating weapon of purity made a 
broad way, who with the much-penetrating weapon of purit} r 
announced a broad wa} 7 ', who threw himself beneath as arm and 
protection of this Ahurian, Mazdayagnian law. 

86. Who brought out the same, the fast-placed, chained by the 
Hunus, teaching, who made it sitting in the middle, higb, uplifted, 
pure, fullness of flesh and fodder, the beloved of flesh and fodder. 

87. When the strong Kava Vistagpa smote those belonging to 
darkness, possessing wicked law, and Peshana the honourer of 
the Daevas, and the wicked Arejat-agpa and the other wicked 
friends, the Qyaonians. For Its brightness, etc. 

15. 

88. The strong Kingly Majesty, etc. 

89. Which attached itself to the victorious Qaoshyaiic and the 
other friends that lie might make the world progressive, not 
growing old, immortal, not stinking, not rotten, ever-living, ever- 
profiting, a kingdom according to wish, that the dead may rise, 
that immortality may come for the living. 

90. The worlds will become, etc. (as before, v. 12). 

16. 

91. The strong, Kingly Majesty, etc. 

92. When Agtvat-creto* uplifts himself from the water Ivan- 
cuya, a messenger of Ahura-Mazda, son of Vicpa-taurvi, who 
purifies the victorious wisdom. Which the strong Thraetaono 
bore (possessed) when Azhis-dahaka was slain. 

93. Which the Turanian Franraee bore when the wicked was 
slain, the Cow was slain,—which Kava Ilugrava bore when the 
Turanian Franraee was slain,—which Kava Yictacpa bore when 
he set purity before the wicked hosts, drove these away to the 
Drnja out of the worlds of purity. 

94. This (Actvat-Srcto) will see with the eyes of understanding, 
he will view all creatures, the images of the wicked seed. He 
will see the whole corporeal world with the eyes of fullness, 
beholding he will make the whole corporeal world immortal. 

95. The companions of this Agtvat-ereto go forwards victorious, 
thinking good, speaking good, perfecting good deeds, attached to 
the good law, speaking no lie. They have their own tongue, be¬ 
fore them Aeshma, with terrible weapon, with evil brightness, 
bows himself, lie (Agtvat-ereto) will smite the very wicked 
Drukhs, which proceeds from wicked seed out of darkness. 

96. Yolm-mano will smite Aku-mano, the truth smites the lie. 
Haurvatat, and A mo rot at subdue hunger and thirst; the evil-doer 
Anra-inainyu bows himself robbed of the rule. Yatlui ahu vairyfl. 


* The future Saviour. 
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Offering and praise, strength and might, implore I for the moun¬ 
tain Ushi-darena created Mazda, with pure brightness, the 
Kingly Majesty created by Mazda, the imperishable Majesty 
created by Mazda. Ashem-vohu, etc. 

XXXVI. ( 20 ) VANANT YASHT. 

Satisfaction be to Ahura-Mazda. Ashem-vohu. I confess, 
etc. Khshnaothra, for the praise, adoration, satisfaction, and 
laud of the Star Valiant, created by Mazda. Yatha ah ft vairyo. 

1. The Star Vanant created by Mazda, pure, lord of purity, 
we praise. I praise Vanant, the strong, whose name is named,* 
the salutary, to withstand the sinful, very hateful Khrafgtras of 
the to-be-rejected Ahra-mainyu. 

2. Yatha ahu vairyo. Offering praise, strength devote I to 
the Star Vanant, created by Mazda. Ashem-vohu. To him 
belongs brightness, etc. 

XXXVII. ( 21 ) FRAGMENT. 

1. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, 
Holiest, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure! Wherein alone 
(is contained) Thy word, which expresses all good, all that springs 
from purity ? 

2. Him answered Ahura-Mazda: The prayer Ashem, 0 Zara¬ 
thustra. 

3. Whoso utters the prayer Ashem with believing mind, from 
the memory, he praises Me, Ahura-Mazda; he praises the water, 
he praises the earth, he praises the Cow, he praises the trees, he 
praises all good things created by Mazda, which have a pure origin. 

4. For this speech, the right-spoken, 0 Zarathustra, when it is 
spoken, (reaches to) the prayer Alnma-vairya, the out-spoken, 
one furthers (?) strength aud victoriousness for the pure soul and 
the law. 

5. For it is worth, 0 holy Zarathustra, the mere prayer Ashem, 
as a Khshnaothra of the pure, a hundred sleep-(prayers), a thou¬ 
sand flesh meals, ten thousand head of small cattle, all that is 
come from bodies to incorporeality. 

G. W hat is that prayer Ashem-vohu which in greatness, good¬ 
ness, and beauty is worth as much as ten other prayers, Ashem- 
vohu ? 

7. Him answered Ahura-Mazda: That, 0 pure Zarathustra, 
which a man eating prays with purity for Haurvat and Amcretat, 
praising good thoughts, words, and works, putting away all evil 
thoughts, words, and works. 


* That is, renowned. 
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8. Which is that one prayer Ashem-vohu, which in greatness, 
goodness, and beauty is worth a hundred other prayers Ashem- 
vohu ? 

9. Him answered Ahura-Mazda: That, pure 0 Zarathustra, 
which a man after having eaten of the prepared Haoma, prays 
with purity, praising good thoughts, words, and works ; putting 
away evil thoughts, words, and works* 

10. Which is the one prayer Ashem-vohu, which in greatness, 
goodness, and beauty, is worth a thousand other prayers Ashem- 
vohu ? 

11. Him answered Ahura-Mazda : That one, 0 pure Zarathus¬ 
tra, which a man stretched out for sleep, speaks waking with 
purity, praising the good thoughts, words, and works ; removing 
evil thoughts, words, and works. 

12. Which is the one prayer Ashem-vohu, which in greatness, 
goodness, and beauty, is'worth ten thousaud other prayers Ashem- 
vohu ? 

13. Him answered Ahura-Mazda : That one, 0 pure Zara- 
thustra, which a man wakiug* from sleep, prays with purity, 
lifting himself up, praising good thoughts, words, and works; 
putting away evil thoughts, words, and works. 

14. Which is the one prayer Ashem-vohu, which in greatness, 
goodness, and beauty, is worth as much as the whole Karashvare 
Qaniratha, with cattle, with chariots, with men ? 

15. Him answered Ahura-Mazda: That one, 0 pure Zara¬ 
thustra, which a man at the latter end of his life prays with 
purity, praising all good thoughts, words, and works; "putting 
away all evil thoughts, words, and works. 

16. Which is the one pra} T er Ashem-vohu, which in greatness, 
goodness, and beauty, is worth all that is between heaven and 
earth, and this earth* those Lights, and all good things created by 
Mazda which have a pure origin ? 

17. Him answered Ahura-Mazda: That one, 0 pure Zara¬ 
thustra, when one renounces all evil thoughts, words, and works. 


XXXVIII. (22) FRAGMENT.* 

1. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, 
Holiest, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure ! When a pure 
man dies, where does his soul dwell during this night l 

2. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Near his head it sits itself 
down, reciting the (Jatlui Ustavaiti, praying happiness for itself: 

* This noteworthy Fragment respecting the future state is found with some varia¬ 
tions in the Miimkhind. and is translated in Spiegel’s “ Traditionellc Literatur dcr 
Parson,” vol. ii. p. 138 ff. 
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“ Happiness be to the man who conduces to the happiness of each. 
May Ahura-Mazda create, ruling after His wish/’* On this 
night the soul sees as much joyfulness as the whole living world 
possesses. 

3. Where does the soul dwell throughout the second night? 

4. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: Near his head it sits itself, 
etc. (as in verse 2). 

5. Where does his soul stay throughout the third night? 

6. Then answered Ahura-Mazda : Near its head it sits itself, 
etc. (as in verse 2). Also in this night this soul sees as much 
joyfulness as the whole living world (possesses). 

7. When the lapse of the third night turns itself to light, then 
the soul of the pure man goes forward, recollecting itself at the 
perfume of plants. A wind blows to meet it from the mid-day 
region, from the mid-day regions, a sweet-scented one, more 
sweet-scented than the other winds. 

8. Then it goes forward, the soul of the pure man, receiving the 
wind in the nose (saying): Whence blows this wind, the sweetest- 
scented which I ever have smelt with the nose? 

9. In that wind (?)f there comes to meet him his own law J 
in the figure of a maiden, one beautiful, shining, with shining 
arms; one powerful, well-grown, slender, with large breasts, 
praiseworthy body ; one noble, with brilliant face, one of fifteen 
years, as fair in her growth as the fairest creatures. 

10. Then to her (the jnaiden) speaks the soul of the pure man, 
asking: What maiden art thou whom 1 have seen here as the 
fairest of maidens in body ? 

11. Then replies to him his own law: I am, 0 youth, thy 
good thoughts, words, and works, thy good law, the own law of 
thine own body. Which would be in reference to thee (like) 
in greatness, goodness, and beauty, sweet-smelling, victorious, 
harmless, as thou appearest to me. 

12. Thou art like me, 0 well-speaking, well-thinking, well¬ 
acting youth, devoted to the good law, so in greatness, goodness, 
and beauty as I appear to thee. 

13. If thou hast seen one there practise witchcraft, practise 
unlawfulness and bribery, fell trees, then thou didst set thyself 
down whilst thou recitedst the Gathas, ofleredst to the gooTl 
waters and to the fire of Ahura-Mazda, whilst thou didst seek to 
satisfy the pure man who came near and from far. 

14. Thou hast (made) the pleasant yet more pleasant to me, 
the fair yet fairer, the desirable yet more desirable, that sitting 

* Cf. Yatjna xlii. 1. 

f The word rendered “ wind ” is illegible in the MSS., hut it is so translated in the 
Huz. Tr. 

£ That is, the rule of life to which he has conformed. 
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in a high place, sitting in a yet higher place, in these (Paradises) 
Humata, Hukta, Hvarsta. Afterwards men praise me, and ask 
Ahura-Mazda, praised long ago. 

15. The soul of the pure man goes the first step and arrives in 
(the Paradise) Humata; the soul of the pure man takes the 
second step and arrives at (the Paradise) Hukhta; it goes the 
third step and arrives at (the Paradise) Hvarsta; the soul of the 
pure man takes the fourth step and arrives at the Eternal Lights. 

1G. To it speaks a pure one deceased before, asking it: How 
art thou, 0 pure deceased, come away from the fleshly dwellings, 
from the earthly possessions (?), from the corporeal world, hither, 
to the invisible, from the perishable world hither to the imperish¬ 
able, has it happened to thee—to whom (be) Hail!—long? 

17. Then speaks Ahura-Mazda: Ask not him whom thou 
askest, (for) he is come on the fearful, terrible, trembling # way, 
the separation of body and soul, 

18. Bring him hither of the food, of the full fatness, that is 
the food for a youth who thinks, speaks, and does good, who is 
devoted to the good law after death, that is the food for the woman 
who especially thinks good, speaks good, does good, the follow¬ 
ing, obedient,f pure, after death. 

19. Zaratlmstra asked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, 
Holiest, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure ! when a wicked 
one dies where does the soul dwell throughout this night ? 

20. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: There, 0 pure Zarathustra, 
near the head it runs about whilst it utters the prayer Ke manm,J 
etc. “ Which land shall I praise, whither shall I go praying, 0 
Almra-Mazda V 1 In this night the soul sees as much displeasing^ 
as the whole living world. 

21. Where does this soul then keep itself the second night 
through ? 

22. Throughout the second night it runs about near the head, 
etc. (as in v. 20). 

23. Where does this soul keep itself the third night ? 

24. Throughout the third night it runs, etc. (as in v. 20). 

25. When the lapse of the third night approaches towards 
light, 0 pure Zarathustra, then goes the soul of the wicked man 
to the impure place, recollecting itself continually by the stench. 
To it comes a wind blowing from the North region, from the 
North ltegion, an evil-smelling one, more evil-smelling than other 
winds. 

2G. When the soul of the wicked man receives this wind into 
the nose it goes (saying) Whence comes this wind which 1 smell 
with the nose as the most evil-smelling wind ? 

* Lit. earning to tremble. + Cf. Yispercd iii. 20. 

X Y^naxlv. $ Lit. “ uiijoyfuliiuss.” 
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27-32. In that wind, etc.* 

33. The fourth step takes the soul of the wicked man and 
arrives at the darknesses without beginning. 

34. To it speaks a formerly deceased wicked one, asking* it: 
How, 0 deceased wicked one, art thou come awa} 7 from the 
Drukhs, from the fleshly abode, from the earthly possessions, 
from the corporeal world to the spiritual, from the perishable 
world to the imperishable, how long—woe to thee!—was it ? 

35. Then speaks Anra-mainyu:T Ask it nothing, it whom thou 
askest which has wandered on the fearful, terrible, trembling 
way, the separation of body and soul. 

36. Bring hither food, poison, and mixed with poison, for that 
is the food for a youth who thinks, speaks, and does evil, belongs 
to the wicked law, after his death. This is the food for a harlot 
who most thinks, speaks, and does evil, is indocile and disobedient, 
the wicked, after her death. 

37. We praise the Fravashi of this pure man who bears the 
name Acino-qanvao, more than the other pure will 1 praise as a 
believer. 

38. The understanding of Ahura-Mazda praise we, to inculcate 
the Maiithra-jpenta; the understanding of Ahura-Mazda praise 
we, to maintain the Manthra-cpenta; the tongue of Ahura-Mazda 
praise we, to be able to utter the Manthra-cpenta ; the mountain, 
Ushi-darena, which bestows understanding, praise we, by day 
and by night, with gifts offered amidst prayers. 

XXXIX. FRAGMENT. 

1. Creator! Whence are here the souls of the deceased, the 
Fravashis of the pure?? 

2. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: From Qpenta-mainyu is 
their origin, from Yohu-mano. 

3. There before the coming of dawn speaks this bird Paro- 
dars,^ the bird wounded with knives, words towards the tire. 

4. At its speech runs Bushyanyta, with long hands from the 
North region, from the North regions, saying thus, thus speak¬ 
ing : Sleep, 0 men, sleep, sinful livers, sleep ye who lead a sinful 
life. 

* The MSS. omit these verses, which must, however, of course, have contained a 
description exactly the converse of verses 9-15 In the Minokhircd the verses corres¬ 
ponding to this passage say that the soul of the wicked meets the ugliest and most 
hateful maiden that can be couceivcd, and on asking her who she is he is told that 
she is his own wicked deeds, etc. 

f It is characteristic of Anra-mainyus and the Daevas to mock as well as to inllict 
torments. 

+ The Fravashis are of spiritual origin, created before the corporeal world, to 
which they at first hesitated to descend. 

$ Of. Yendidad xviii. 51 ff. 
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XL. aferIn paigambar zartusht. 

(When Zartusht came to Yistagp, he pronounced this blessing 
over the king Vistaqp.) * 

1. Pious am I, speaking blessings, majestical appearest thou 
to me. Then spake Zarathustra to Kavi Yistacpa : I praise thee, 
0 man, Ruler of the lands! Thou who possessest a good life, an 
exalted life, a long life. May there be life to thy men, life to thy 
women, life to thy children who shall be born of thy body. 

2. So mayest thou be as Jamagpa, may this one bless thee, 
Yistacpa, the (lord) of the region. Mayest thou be very profit¬ 
able, like Mazda! victorious as Thraetaona, strong as Jamacpa, 
very brilliant like Kava-Uc, full of life like Aosnara ; mayest 
thou be armed like Takmo-Urupa. 

3. Mayest thou be majestic like the shining Yima with a good 
congregation; with a thousand strengths like the evil law of 
Azhis-Dahaka. Mayest thou be bold, very strong, like Kcrecacpa; 
wise and gathering-together like Urvaksha. Mayest thou be 
unspotted, with fair body, like Qyavarshana. 

4. Mayest thou be rich in cattle like (the son) of the Athwy- 
anian (clan) ; rich in horses like Pourushacpa. Mayest thou be 
pure like the holy Zarathustra; mayest thou arrive at Raiiha, 
the far-to-walk-through, like Yifra-navaza.f Mayest thou be a 
friend of Yazatas like a binder-together of men. 

5. May there be born of you ten sons : three like those of a 
priest, three like those of a warrior, three like those of a husband¬ 
man; may there be one to thee as Yistacpa. 

6. Be gifted with swift horses like the Sun, be shining as the 
Moon, be beaming as the Fire, sharp as Mithra, be beautiful and 
victorious like the holy Qraosha. 

7. Be of right conduct as Rashnu ; a conqueror of foes like 
Ycrethraghna, created by Almra. Be full of brightness like 
Rama-qagtra ; without sickness and death like Ivava Hucrava. 

8. According to the blessing comes he (the praised) to the best 
place of the pure, the shining, very brilliant. So may it happen 
as I wish. With good thoughts, etc. Y r atha ahu vairvo.— 
Ashem-vohu. To him belongs brightness, etc. 

XLI. AFRIGAN GAIIANBAR.J 

1. Yatha ahu vairyo. —Ashem-vohu. — I confess, etc., for 
praise, prayer, adoration, satisfaction, and praise of the lords 

* This introductory passage is only found in the Paris MS. All the other MSS. 
of this piece are in a very corrupt state. 

t Cf. Yasht 5, Gl. 

t The Gahanburs arc the six great Festivals iii commemoration of the creation of 
the world. Cf. note to Yispered i., verses 2-7. 
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of the day, day-times, monthly feasts, yearly feasts, years ; for 
the great lords of purity, for the lords of the days, day-times, 
monthly feasts, yearly feasts, years; for the lords, the greatest 
of all, which are the lords of purity at the time llavani. 

2. Khshnaothra for the praise, prayer, contentment, and praise 
of the lord Maidhyo-zarcmaya. Yatha aim vairyo. 

3. Offer, ye Mazdayacnians, at this time Myazda, to Maidhyo- 
zarcmaya : the young of a cow, a sound one, milk-giving, if it 
can be done. 

4. But if it cannot, then give so much Hura,* and honour this 
on account of Qraosha (saying): 0 wisest, most truth-speaking, 
purest in purity, mightiest in rule, most sinless (?), most far- 
rejoicing, most merciful, most supporting the poor, most learned 
in purity, bringing the treasures which are bound with women,— 
if this can be done. 

5. If not, then shall they bring well-cleaved, selected wood in 
loads, or more than this, into the house of the lord, if it can be 
done. But if not, then they shall bring into the house of the 
lord selected, well-split wood, as much as reaches to the ears, as 
much as goes on the arms (?), as much as they can carry in the 
hands,—if they can. 

G. But if they cannot, then shall they impart the kingdom to 
the best Ruler, to Ahura-Mazda (saying): “ Let the kingdom 
belong to the best Ruler, wherefore we give it to Him, impart, 
offer [it] to Ahura-Mazda, to Asha-vahista.” + Then is the Myazda 
given to him which satisfies him at the right time. 

7. If a man does not give the first Myazda, 0 holy Zarathus- 
tra, for the Maidhyo-zaremaya, then the lord provided with 
Myazda makes his subjects not provided with Myazda unworthy 
for offering among the Mazdayacnians.J 

8. If a man, 0 holy Zarathustra, does not give the second 
Myazda for the Maidhyfl-shcma, then the lord provided with 
Myazda makes the subjects not provided with Myazda unbeliev¬ 
ing among the Mazdayagnians. 

( J. If a man, 0 holy Zarathustra, does not give the third 
Myazda for the Paitis-hahya, then the lord provided with My¬ 
azda makes the gifts unserviceable for the subjects not provided 
with Myazda § among the Mazdayacnians. 

10, If a man, 0 holy Zarathustra, does not give the fourth 

* Cf. Vendidad xiv. 72. 

t From Ya<jnaxxxv. 13 ff. The foregoing verses appear to refer to the reward 
which was to be given to the priest on the occasions of the Gahanbars. This was to 
correspond with the means of the offerer, while such as were absolutely uuable to 
give must recite the prayer appointed. 

t Cf. with this and the following verses the Aferin Gahanbar (li. 14-19). 

J Iu this verse the words “ not provided with ^Myazda,” are not in the German ; 
but as the Zend text has them, I presume the omission is merely a typographical 
error.— Translator. 
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Myazda for the Ayathrema, then the lord provided with Myazda 
brings the subjects not provided with Myazda on a forbidden 
beast among the Mazdayacnians. 

11. If a man, 0 holy Zarathustra, does not give the fifth 
Myazda for the Maidhyairya, then the lord provided with 
Myazda removes from the subjects not provided with Myazda 
the blessings of life among the Mazdayacnians. 

12. If a man, 0 holy Zarathustra, does not give the sixth 
Myazda for the Ilamagpathmaedaya, then the lord provided with 
Myazda puts away from the subjects not provided with Myazda 
the Ahurian Conduct among* the Mazdayacnians. 

13. Let the sinless call to him, let him drive him away, let the 
sinless then lay on him the works of atonement; the lord on the 
subject, the subject on the lord. Ashem-vohu, 

14. I implore for the ruling princes of Ahura-Mazda, the 
Shining, Majestic, surpassing strength, surpassing victory, sur¬ 
passing rule; for the rule and the attainment (of the same), 
long rule of the kingdom, long life of the vital powers, health 
for the body. 

15. (I implore) Strength, the well-formed, beautiful, Victory, 
created by Ahura, the Smiting which comes from above, the 
entire subjugation of the tormentors, conquest of the foes, 
annihilation of the deadly, hostile tormentors. 

16. I implore: may he vanquish in victorious fight every 
hostile tormentor, every wicked tormentor, who does not think, 
speak, and act right. 

17. May he conquer with right, through right speech, right 
work, may he smite all foes, all Daeva-worshippers. May he 
attain to much reward, good renown, to much holiness for the 
soul. 

18. I implore : live long, live happy, as a protection for the 
pure man, an affliction for the evil-doers; (1 implore)/for the 
best place of the pure, the shining, wholly-brilliant. Thus may 
it be as 1 implore. Of good thoughts, words, and works, etc.— 
Yatlia ah ft vairyo.—Ashem-vohu. 

19. Yatlia ah ft vairyo. Offering, praise, strength, might, vow 
I to the lords of the day, day-times, monthly-times, year-feasts, 
years; for praise, adoration, satisfaction, and laud, for the great- 
lords of purity, for the lords of the days, day-times, monthly- 
times, yearly-feasts, years; for the lords which are the greatest 
of all, which are the lords of purity at the time Ilavani.— 
Khshnaothra for the lord Maidhyo-zaremayo, the lord Maidhyo- 
shema, the lord Paitis-hahya, the lord Ayathrema, the lord 
Maidhyairya, the lord Hamafpathmaedaya, for praise, adoration, 
satisfaction, and laud.—Yatha ahu vairyo. 
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XLII. afrigan GATHA* 

1. Yatha alift vairyo.—Ashem-vohu.—I confess myself, etc. 
To Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, to the Amesha-gpentas, 
the holy Gathas, the rulers of the times, the pure, the Gatha 
Ahuna-vaiti, the Gatha Ustavaiti, the Gatha Qpenta-mainyu, the 
Gatha Vohu-Khshathra, the Gatha Vahistoisti. 

2. Satisfaction be to the Fravashis of the pure, the strong, con¬ 
straining Fravashis, devoted to the first law, the Fravashis of the 
Nabanazdistas, for praise, prayer, satisfaction, and laud. 

3. Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, praise we. The 
Amesha-gpentas, the good kings, the wise, praise we. The holy 
Gathas, the lords of the times, the pure, praise we. The Gatha 
Ahunavaiti, the pure, Mistress of purity, praise we. The Gatha 
Ustavaiti, the pure, Mistress of purity, praise we. The Gatha 
Qpenta-mainyu, the pure, Mistress of purity, praise we. The 
Gatha Yohu-khshathra, the pure, Mistress of purity, praise we. 
The Gatha Vahistoisti, the pure, Mistress of purity, praise we. 

4. The good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure praise we, 
which come hither from their dwelling at the time Hamagpath- 
maedaya, then they go about ten days and ten nights, long 
wishing to know that protection : “ Who will praise us, who will 
offer to us, who make us his own with hand provided with flesh, 
provided with clothes, with prayer, which desires after purity? 
Which of our names will they here utter, to whose soul of you 
offer, to which of us here give gifts, that there may be to him 
there-for eatable food, imperishable, of eatable things for ever¬ 
more V 1 What man offers to them with hand provided with 
flesh, provided with clothes, with prayer which desires purity, 
then the strong Fravashis of the pure bles3 him, contented, not 
revengeful, not displeased : “ In this dwelling will be fullness 
of cattle and men, there will be there swift horses and a firm 
chariot, the man will be honoured, the bead of a congregation, 
who always oilers to us here with hand provided with flesh, pro¬ 
vided with prayer, which desires after purity.” 

5. The strong, storming, bold, victorious Fravashis of the 
pure, the Fravashis of the former law, the Fravashis of the 
nearest relations, may they go contented in this dwelling, 
wander contented in this dwelling, bless contented in this 
dwelling. 

G. (Wishing hither) Ashis-vahuhi, the enduring, go they forth 
contented from this dwelling. Praise and adoration shall they 
bring before the Creator Ahura-Mazda and the Amesha-cpentas, 
—may they not go away weeping from this our Mazdayagniau 
dwelling. I implore, etc. (as before, xli. 14 if.) 

* Cf. Yasht 13, 49 ff. 
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XLIII. AFRIGAN RAPITHWIN. 

1. Yatha ahu vairyo—Ashem-vohu—I confess as a Mazda- 
yacnian, a Zarathustrian, a foe to the Daevas, devoted to the 
faith in Ahura: to Rapithwina, the pure, lord of purity, for 
praise, adoration, satisfaction, and laud; to Fradatfshu and 
Zafituma, the pure, lords of purity, for praise, adoration, satis¬ 
faction, and laud. 

2. Khshnaothra for the praise, adoration, satisfaction, and 
laud ; of Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic; of the Amesha- 
9 pentas, of Asha-vahista, and the Fire, the son of Ahura- 
Mazda, of all pure Yazatas, heavenly and earthly ; of the Fra- 
vashis of the pure, the bold, warring; the Fravashis of those 
devoted to the former law; of the Fravashis of the nearest rela¬ 
tions.—Yatha ahu vairyo. 

3. Thus spake Ahura-Mazda to the holy Zarathustra: Ask 
Us about the prayer for the lord Rapithwina, 0 pure Zara¬ 
thustra, the questions which thou hast for Us; for this which is 
asked (will make) thee powerful; for the Mighty will make thee 
strong according to (thy) wish. 

4. Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda: Ahura-Mazda, Heavenly, 
Holiest, Creator of the corporeal world, Pure! What does the 
man deserve, what does the man gain, what is the reward for 
the man : 

5. Who with right prayer for Rapithwina praises the lord 
Rapithwina with washed hands, with washed mortars, with 
bound Barecma, with uplifted Haoma, at the shining fire, with 
uttered Ahuna-vairya, moistened (?) on the tongue by the Haoma, 
—of a Mahthra-bound body ? 

G. Him auswered Ahura-Mazda: As the wind (coming) from 
the mid-day region-, 0 holy Zarathustra, furthers the whole 
corporeal world, increases it and makes it attain to profitable 
happiness—so deserves also this man, that will be the reward 
for this man: 

7. Who with right prayer for Rapithwina praises the lord 
Rapithwina, with washed hands, washed mortars, with bound 
Bardina, with uplifted Haoma, at a shining fire, with uttered 
Ahuna-vairya, the tongue wetted with the Haoma, the body 
bound with the Mahthra. 

8. Ahura-Mazda announced to the holy Zarathustra, the 
prayer to be spoken for the lord Rapithwina.—Ashem-vohu. 

9. 1 implore, etc.—Yatha ahu vairyo. Ashem-vohu. 

10. Yatha ahu vairyo.—Offering, praise, strength and might, 
vow I for the praise, adoration, satisfaction, and laud of Ahura- 
Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, of the Amesha-cpentas, of Asha- 
vahista, and the Fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, of all pure 
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Yazatas, heavenly and earthly, the Fravashis of the pure, the 
bold, warring, the Fravashis of those devoted to the first law, 
the Fravashis of the nearest relations. So may it come as I 
implore. The good thoughts, etc. 

XLIV. S1ROZAII* 

I. 

1. Ormazd . 

(For praise) to Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic; to the 
Amesha-cpentas. 

2. Bahman . 

To Yohu-inano; to the victorious Peace, which is placed over 
other creatures; to the Heavenly Understanding, created by 
Mazda; to the Understanding heard with the ears, created by 
Mazda. 

3. Ardibehesht. 

To Asha-vahista, the fairest; to Airyama-ishya, to the good 
Strength created by Mazda, to Qaoka, the good, gifted with far- 
seeing eyes, created by Mazda, pure. 

4. Shahrevar. 

To Khshathra-vairya, to Metal, to the charity which feeds the 
beggars. 

5. Cpcnddnnat . 

To the good Qpenta-armaiti, to the good Liberality, gifted 
with far-seeing eyes, created by Mazda, pure. 

6. Khorddt. 

To Haurvatat, the lord; to the yearly good dwelling, to the 
years, the lords of purity. 

7. Amerdut . 

To Ameretat, the lord; to the fullness which concerns the herds, 
to the corn-fruits which belong to the horses, to Gaokerena, the 
strong, created by Mazda. (At the time Havani): to Mithra, 
who possesses wide pastures, and to Rama-qagtra. (At the time 
Rapitan): to Asha-vahista and the Fire (the son) of Ahura-Mazda. 
(At the time Uziren): to the great lord, the Navel of the Waters, 
to the Water created by Mazda. 

8. Dai-pa-Adar. 

To the Creator Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic; to the 
Amesha-Qpcntas. 

* Sirozah signifies “ thirty days.” It contains the name of every day in the month 
together with that of the Deity, or Genius who presided over it. The 1st, 8th, loth, 
and 23rd days are saored to Ormazd; so that although the Parsees have no weeks 
their divisiou of the month corresponds very nearly to ours. 
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9. Adar. 

(a). To the Fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda; to the Majesty, to 
the Profit created by Mazda; to the Brightness of the Arians 
created by Mazda. To the Kingly Majesty created by Mazda 
—( b ). To the Fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda; to the King 
Ilaogravahha, to the mountain Acnavanta created by Mazda, 
to the Vara Chaechagta created by Mazda, to the Kingly 
Majesty created by Mazda. — ( c ). To the Fire, the son of 
Ahura-Mazda; to the mountain Raevanta created by Mazda, to 
the Kingly Majesty created by Mazda.— (d). To the Fire, the 
son of Ahura-Mazda; 0 Fire, holy warlike Yazata, full of majesty, 
Yazata with many healing remedies!— (e). To the Fire, the son 
of Ahura-Mazda, with all Fires; to the Navel of the Kings, to 
Nairyo-ganha, the praiseworthy.* 

10. Abdn. 

To the good Waters created by Mazda. To the Water Ardvi,+ 
the spotless, pure; to all the waters created by Mazda, to all the 
trees created by Mazda. 

11. Qarshet . 

To the Sun, the immortal, shining, with swift steeds. 

12. MAh. 

To the Moon which contains the seed of cattle, to the only be¬ 
gotten Bull,J to the Bull of many kinds. 

13. Tistar . 

To the Star Tistar, the brilliant, majestic; to Qatavaneca, the 
superintendent of the water, the strong, created by Mazda ; to 
the Stars which contain the seeds of the water, the seed of the 
earth, which support the trees created by Mazda; to the Star 
Yanant created by Mazda, to the stars which are called Hapto- 
iringa, which proceed from Mazda, and are brilliant and health¬ 
bringing. 

14. Gosh. 

To the body of the Bull, to the soul of the Bull; to Drvagpa, 
the strong, created by Mazda, pure. 

* According to the Gloss, these fires arc as follows:—(«) The Fire Adar-fra or 
BSrSzi^avanha, on the mountain Kunkarch, which bestows strength and majesty 
on the Demurs and Priests. (Z>) The Fire Adar-Gusa^t, the Protector of Cran and 
the Warriors, on the mountain A^navant. (<;) The Fire Adar Burzin protects the 
husbandmen; it is on the mountain Kaevand. (tf) The Fire in the Navel of the 
Kings, from whom is derived the seed of mighty and talented monarehs. The epithet 
in ( e ) may, however, be translated: “ The Navel of Women,” which w r as perhaps its 
most ancient signification. 

f That is, Ajrdvi-^-ura. 

t That is, the Primeval Bull slain by Anra-mainyus. The phrase “ The Bull of 
many kinds,” is a reference to the various bovine races now in existence and w r hich 
are enumerated in the Bundchesh, cap. xiv. 
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15. Dai-pa-Mihr . 

To the Creator Aliura-Mazda, the Sliining, Majestic; to the 
Amesha-cpentas. 

16. Mihr. 

To Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, has a thousand 
ears, ten thousand eyes, a renowned name, the praiseworthy; to 
Rama-qactra. 

17. Crash. 

To Qraosha the holy, strong, who has the Manthra as a body, 
the Ahurian, with strong weapons. 

18. Rashnu . 

To Rashnu the justest, and Arstat, who furthers the world, 
increases the world; to the true-spoken word which furthers the 
world. 

19. Farvardin. 

To the Fravashis of the pure, the bold, assailing, to the Fra- 
vashis of those who first belonged to the Custom, to the Fravashis 
of the nearest relations. 

20. Behram . 

To the well-formed, beautiful strength; to Verethraghna, 
created by Ahura, to the Smiting that comes from above. 

21. Ram. 

To Rama-qagtra, to the Air which works on high, which is set 
over the other creatures, that of thee, 0 Air, which belongs to 
Qpenta-mainyus ; to the Space of Heaven which follows its own 
law,* to the Unbounded Time, to the Time, the Mistress of the 
long period. 

22. Vat. 

To the Wind, the well-created, which is below and above, 
before and behind ; to the manly watchfulness. 

23. Dai-pa-din . 

To the Creator Aliura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, to the 
Amesha-cpentas. 

24. Din . 

To the Rightest Wisdom created by Mazda pure, to the good 
Mazdayacnian law. 

25. Ashe siting. 

To Ashis-vanuhi, to the good wisdom, to the good right- 
creating, to the good rightness, to the brightness, to the profit 
created by Mazda, to the Parendi with light chariot,f to the 

* That is, which is a Qadhula. Further on this point in' the Commentary. 

f That is, according to the Tradition : “going from one place to another.” 
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brightness of the honourable created by Mazda, to the Kingly 
Majesty created by Mazda, to the Indestructible Majesty created 
by Mazda, to the brightness of Zarathustra created by Mazda. 

26. Agtat. 

To Arstat (truthfulness) who furthers the world, to the moun¬ 
tain Ushi-darena, created by Mazda, with pure brightness. 

27. Agmdn . 

To the Heaven, the great, strong, to the best place for the 
pure, the shining, very brilliant. 

28. ZemydL 

To the earth, the well-created Yazata; to these places and 
localities, to the mountain Ushi-darena created by Mazda, pro¬ 
vided with pure brightness, and to all mountains provided with 
pure brightness, provided with much brightness, created by 
Mazda; to the Kingly Brightness created by Mazda, to the 
Indestructible Brightness created by Mazda. 

29. Manger-gpant. 

To Marithra-cpcnta the pure, efficacious; to the law given 
against the Daevas, to the Zarathustrian law, to the long teach¬ 
ing of the good Mazdayacnian law, to the maintaining of the 
Manthra-cpenta, to the keeping in mind of the good Mazda¬ 
yacnian law, to the wisdom of the Manthra-cpenta, to the 
heavenly understanding created by Mazda, to the understanding 
heard with the ears, created by Mazda. 

30. Alter an . 

To the Lights without a beginning which follow their own law; 
to the shining Garo-nemana, to the ever-profiting nouse* which 
follows its own law; to the bridge Chinvat created by Mazda. 
To the great lord the Navel of the Waters, and the Water created 
by Mazda. To Ilaoma who has a pure origin, to the pious 
good blessing, to the strong, highest in wisdom ; to all the pure 
Yazatas, heavenly as earthly; to the Fravashis of the pure, the 
bold, warring, to the Fravashis of the Baoiryo-tkaeshas, to the 
Fravashis of the nearest relations, to the Yazata with renowned 
name. 

H.+ 

1. Ormazd. 

Ahnra-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, praise we. The Amesha- 
^pentas, the good rulers, the wise, praise we. 

* In Zend, Mifv&na. (f Vendidad xix. 122. 

f The second part of the Sirozah differs from the first only in the insertion of the 
verb yaz = “to praise,” after every CJcnius. In the first all the names are in the 
dative, governed by the word Khshnaothra , ora similar word understood.— Translator . 
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2. Bahman . 

\ ohu-mand, the Amesha-cpenta, praise we. Peace, the vic¬ 
torious, which is placed over other creatures, praise we. The 
Heavenly Lnderstanding, created by Mazda, praise we. The 
Understanding heard with the ears, created by Mazda, praise we. 

3. Ardibehest. 

Asha-vahista, the fairest Amesha-cpenta, praise we. Airyana- 
ishya praise we. The Strong, created by Mazda, praise we. Qaoka, 
the good, with far-seeing eyes, created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 

4. Shahrevar. 

Khshathra-vairya, the Amesha-cpenta, praise we. The Metals 
praise we. The charity which feeds beggars praise we. 

5. Cpehddnnat. 

The good Qpenta-armaiti praise we. The good Liberality, 
gifted with far-seeing eyes, created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 

6. Chordal . 

Ilaurvatat, the Amesha-cpenta, praise we; the yearly good 
dwelling praise we : the pure years, lords of purity, praise we. 

7. Amerddt . 

Ameretat, the Amesha-cpenta, praise we; the fullness which 
concerns the cattle praise we ; the corn-fruits which concern the 
horses praise we ; Gaokerena, the strong, created by Mazda, 
praise we. (At the time lldxani ), Mitlira, who possesses wide 
pastures, praise we; Eama-qa^tra praise we. (At the time 
Iiapitan), Asha-vahista and the Fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, 
praise we. (At the time Uzircn ), the great lord possessing* 
women, shining, the Navel of the Waters, with swift horses^ 
praise we; and the Water created by Mazda, praise we. 

8. Dai-pa-Adar. 

The Creator Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, praise we. 
The Amesha-cpentas, the good kings, the wise, praise we. 

9. Adar . 

(a). The Fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, praise we; the Ma¬ 
jesty created by Mazda praise we; the Profit created by Mazda 
praise we ; the Arian brightness created by Mazda, praise we; 
the mighty Kingly Majesty created by Mazda praise we.— (b). 
The Fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, praise we; the king Haocra- 
vanka praise we; the \ ara of Haocravanha praise we ; the 
mountain Agnavanta, created by Mazda, praise we; the Vara 
Chaechacta, created by Mazda, praise w 7 e; the mighty Kingly 
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Majesty, created by Mazda, praise we.—(c). The Fire, the son 
of Ahura-Mazda, praise we; the mountain Raevanta, created by 
Mazda, praise we; the mighty Kingly Majesty created by 
Mazda, praise we.— (d). The Fire, the son of Ahura-Mazda, 
praise we ; the holy warlike Fire praise we; (thee) 0 Yazata, 
with much majesty, praise we; (thee) 0 Yazata, thou provided 
with many remedies, praise we.—( e ). The Fire, the son of 
Ahura-Mazda, praise we ; all Fires praise we; the Navel of the 
Kings, Nairyo-fanha, the Yazata, praise we. 

* 

10. Aban. 

The good Waters created by Mazda, pure, praise we; Ardvi- 
cura, the Spotless, pure, praise we. All waters created by Mazda, 
pure, praise we; all trees created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 

11. Qarshet . 

The Sun, the immortal, shining, with swift horses, praise we. 

12. Mali. 

The Moon, which contains the seed of cattle, praise we. The 
Fravashi of the soul of the only begotten Bull, praise we. The 
Fravashi of the soul of the Bull of many kinds, praise we. 

13. Tistar. 

The star Tistrya, the Shining, Majestic, praise we; Qatavaeca* 
who presides over water, the strong, created by Mazda, praise 
we ; all the Stars which contain the seeds of water, praise we; 
all the Stars which contain the seeds of the earth, praise we; 
all the Stars which contain the seeds of the trees, praise w r e. 
The Star Yanant, created by Mazda, praise we. Those Stars 
praise we which -(are called) Haptoirifiga, created by Mazda, 
majestic, health-bringing, a resistance against the,Yatus and 
Pairikas. 

14. Gosh . 

The soul of the well-created Cow, praise we; Drva^pa the 
strong, created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 

15. Dai-pa-Milir . 

The Creator Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, praise , we. 
The Amcsha-gpentas, the good kiugs, the wise, praise we. 

16. Mihr. 

Mithra, who possesses wide pastures, has a thousand ears, 
ten thousand eyes, the Yazata, with renowned name, praise we. 
Rama-qactra, praise we. 
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17. CrosL 

Qraosha the holy, beautiful, virtuous, furthering the world, 
pure, lord of purity, praise we. 

18. Rashnn . 

Raslmu, the justest, praise we. Arstat, who furthers the 
world, increases the world, praise we. The ‘true-spoken speech 
which furthers the world, praise we. 

19. Farvardin . 

The good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure praise we. 

20. Bahrain . 

Strength, the well-created, beautiful; Verethraghna, created by 
Ahura, praise we; the Smiting which comes from above praise 
we. 

21. Rdm . 

Rama-qactra praise we, the pure Air praise we, the Air which 
works on high praise we, which is set over other creatures, that 
of thee we praise, 0 Air, which belongs to Qpenta-mainyus. 
1 he Space of Heaven, which follows its own law, praise we; the 
Endless Time praise we; the Time, the ruler of the loim* period 
praise we. ' 

22. Vat. 

The holy, well-created Wind, praise we; (the wind) below 
praise we; (the wind) above praise we ; (the wind) before praise 
we; (the wind) behind praise we; the manly power of defence 
praise we. 

23. Dai-pa-din . 

The Creator Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, praise we. 
Ihe Amesha-cpentas, the good kings, the wise, praise we. 

24. Din. 

The Rightest W isdom created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 
Ihe good Mazdayacnian law praise we. 

25. Asheshing . 

Aslii-vaiiuhi praise we, the shining, great, powerful, beautiful, 
enduring-; the Majesty created by Mazda praise we; the Profit 
created by Mazda praise we; the Parendi, with light chariot 
praise we; the Anan Majesty, created by Mazda, praise we- 
the mighty Kingly Majesty, created by Mazda, praise we; the 
nnghty Imperishable Majesty, created by Mazda, praise we • 
the brightness of Zarathustra, created by Mazda, praise we. 

29 
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26. Agtat . 

Arstat (capability of self-defence), which furthers the world, 
praise we. The mountain Ushi-darena, created by Mazda, pro¬ 
vided with pure brightness, worthy of honour, praise we. 

27. Agman , 

The Heavens, the Shining, praise we. The Best Place of the 
pure praise we, the shining, very brilliant. 

28. ZemyaL 

The Earth, the well-created Yazata, praise we. These places, 
these localities, praise we. The mountain Uslii-darena, created by 
Mazda, provided with pure brightness, worthy of honour, praise 
we. All mountains with pure brightness, with much brightness, 
created by Mazda, pure, lords of purity, praise we. The mighty 
Kingly Majesty, created by Mazda, praise we. The mighty 
Imperishable Majesty, created by Mazda, praise we. 

29. Manger gpant . 

The Manthra-cpenta, with much brightness, praise we. The 
law given against the Daevas praise we. The Zarathustrian law 
praise we. The long-teaching praise we. The good Mazda- 
yacnian law praise we. The maintaining in heart the Mahthra- 
9 penta praise we. The keeping the Mazdayacnian law in mind 
praise we. The knowledge which concerns the Manthra-cpenta 
praise we. The Heavenly Understanding, created by Mazda, 
praise we. The Understanding gifted with ears, created by 
Mazda, praise we. 

- 30. Andrew, 

The Lights without beginning, which follow their own law, 
praise we. The shining Garo-nemana, praise we. The ever- 
profiting House, which follows its own law, praise we. The 
bridge Chinvat, created by Mazda, praise we. The great lord, 
the kingly, brilliant, the Navel of the Waters, with swift horses, 
praise we. The Water created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 
Haoma, the golden, great, praise we. Ilaoma, the furtherer, 
who furthers the world, praise we. Ilaoma, who is far from 
death, praise we. The pious, good blessing, praise we. The 
mighty, strong Yazata, highest in wisdom, praise we. All pure 
heavenly Yazatas, praise we. All pure earthly Yazatas, praise 
we. The good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure, praise we. 
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XLV. PATET ADERBAT.* 

Yatha ahu vairyu (5). I repent of all sins . All wicked 
thoughts, words, and works which I have meditated in the world, 
— thoughts, words, and works, corporeal , spiritual, earthly, and 
heavenly, / repent of in your presence , ye believers . 0 Am/, 

pardon through the three words.A 

Yatha aliu vairyo (5). Ashera vohii (3). I confess myself a 
Mazdayagnian, a Zarathustrian, an opponent of the Daevas, 
devoted to belief in Ahura, for praise, adoration, satisfaction, and 
laud.J To Qraosha the holy, strong, whose body is the Manthra, 
with strong weapons, Ahurian,—Khshnaothra, for praise, adora¬ 
tion, satisfaction, and land. As it is the will of God, let the 
ZaSta say to me, thus announces the Lord, the Pure out of 
Holiness. Let the wise speak : (Yatha aim vairyo). 

1. I praise all good thoughts, words, and works through 
thought, word, and deed . I curse all evil thoughts, words, and 
works away from thought, word, and deed . I lay hold on all 
good thoughts, words, and works, with thoughts, words, and 
works, i.e, 1 perform good actions . I dismiss all evil thoughts, 
words, and works, from thoughts, words, and works, i.e. / 
commit no sins.\ 

2. 1 give to you , ye who are Amshaspands, offering and praise, 
with thoughts, words , and works , with the heart, with the 
body, with my own vital powers, body and vital powers, which 
bear the name Ravahn . The whole powers which 1 possess 1 
possess in dependence on the Yazatas . To possess in dependence 
upon the Yazatas means (as much as) this : if anything happens 
so that it behoves to give the body for the sake of the soul, I 
give it to them . 

3. /praise the best purity, I hunt away the Devs, lam thank - 

* The Patels are formularies of confession. They are written in Farsi with 
occasional passages inserted in Zend. 

f That is, Thoughts, words, and works. 

X Here the name of the Galt in which the Patet is reeited should he inserted. 

§ The words “ i.e. I perform good actions," and “ i.e. 1 eommit no sins,” may also 
be rendered, “ that I may perforin good actions,” and “ that I may commit no sin.” 
Cf. Ya^ua xii. with verses 1 and 2. 


154 


KHORDAH-A VESTA. 


ful for the good of the Creator Ormazd, with the opposition and 
unrighteousness which come from Gand-mainyo, am I contented * 
and agreed in hope of the resurrection . Hie Zarathustrian law 
created by Ormazd, uprightness and righteousness, the actions 
of the Paoiryo-tkacshas I take as a plummet . For the sake of 
this way + 1 repent of all sms . 

4 . 1 repent of the sins which can lay hold of the character of 
men, or which have laid hold of my character,% small and great 
(?), which are committed amongst men, the three (fraftsho- 
charanahmgandh\ the meanest sins, to a thousand times a thousand 
Margcrzdn, || as much as is (and) can be, yet more than this, 
namely: all evil thoughts, words, and works which (/ have com¬ 
mitted) for the sake of others, or others for my sake, or if the 
hard (?) sin has seized the character of an evil doer on my 
account,—such sins, thoughts, jvords, and works, corporeal , 
mental, earthly , heavenly, 1 repent of with the three ivords: 
pardon, 0 Lord, I repent of the sins with Patet . 

5 . These sms which burden the conscience, as ; IlaTidrakhtha, 
Maidhyo$a$ta, Aftdarj-framahn, Baoidhyozat, Kdidhyozat, the 
sin Agcreft, the sin Avoirist, the sin Aredus, the sin Qor, the sin 
Bdizd, the sin Yatu, the sin Tanavalgdn, the sin Margerzdn, the 
sins of scoffing, of whoredom, of going with menstruous women, 
of paedcrastism, of unnatural connection with women, of onanism, 
of going ivith women? of another reUgion, of deceit, the sins for 

* See Note to v. 22. f That is, if I have deviated from the right way. 

{ r l be Guj. Tr. has“ sins from my birth,” etc , which would signify hereditary sins. 

§ That is, sins which are to be punished with three strokes of the C^raosho-ch’arana. 

|| “ Margcrzan ” signifies “ sins worthy of death but these, however, can always 
be atoned for in other ways. 

M Anquctil explains these sins as follows: 1. llenderckhte^ “ to see evil and not 
warn him who does it.” 2. Mecdioschust = u to teach evil, lying, and to inspire 
doubts of the good." 3. Andrej-fermAn (of 28 tanlcs) = “ to do harm to any one.” 
4. Botdiozad = ” to take anything by fraud.” 5. Kaediozad=“ not to give alms to 
the poor.” G. Afjtrtfle (of 48 tanks) — “ to have the intent to wound any one with 
a sabre.” 7. Eouvercsehtd (of GO tanks) = “ to strike and wound anyone.” 8-11. 
To inflict wounds which are not cured.till after two, three, four, and five days re¬ 
spectively. 12. Tanvargan = “ a wound from five to ten fingers deep.” 13. Mar- 
gtrzan comprises the following sins: “to do evil—to say there is no God—not to 
recognize Zoroaster as the true Prophet—to disobey father or master—to worship the 
I)evs—to sow discord amongst men—to contradict the law—to defile the elements— 
to bury the dead—to alllict the pure man—not to cure the sick—to turn from re¬ 
pentance—to commit wickedness with women.” 
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the Bridge* the gradually increasing sins, + the sin which (follows 
on another) sin, as well as the other conscience-sins which can 
seize the character of men, which the accursed, wicked, Gctnd- 
mainyo brought forth as an opposition against the creation of 
Ormazd, [which] the Ruler Ormazd has shown in the law as 
sins, which the good Paoiryo-tfaeshas have held for sins. 
Before the Creator Ormazd, the greatest of the heavenly and 
earthly, before the Amshaspands, before Mihr, (Jros, and Rasn,% 
before the Fire, the Bcregma and the Haoma, before the law, 
before my own soul, before the lord and Dcgtur of the law, 
before that believer mho is come, § repent I in soul of these sins 
with thoughts, words, and works, corporeal, mental, heavenly as 
well as earthly, with the three words: 0 Lord, forgive ! I repent 
of sin. 

6 . The sins against father, mother, sister, brother, wife, child, 
against spouses, against the superiors, against my own relations, 
against those living with me, against those who possess equal 
property, against the neighbours, against the inhabitants of the 
same town, against servants, every unrighteousness through which 
I have become amongst sinners; of these sins repent 1 with 
thoughts, words, and works, corporeal as spiritual, earthly as 
heavenly, with the three words : Pardon, 0 Lord, I repent of 
sins. 


7 . The eating of dirt and corpses, the defilement with dirt and 
corpses, the bringing of dirt and corpses to the water and fire, or 
the bringing of the fire and water to dirt and corpses ; the omis¬ 
sion of reciting the Avesta in mind (and also) of strewing about 
hair, nails, and toothpicks, (or) not washing the hands, )| all the 
rest which belongs to the category of dirt and corpses, if 1 hare 


* th0 A^\\ an si0S ° f ? mission ’ and particularly the omitting to 

P ia > i! ^ } \ and Ga . hauba !’ prayers and to perform the Fravardians. 

T lliat is, the repeating a sin without having previously repented of the first com¬ 
mission, in which case the guilt is greater than before 

at thf Brfd^^R. and UaShnU > m ' C thc threc Jud - cs wh0 ai * c t0 the souls 

| Iu case of necessity sins might be confessed before one of thc laitv, as well as 
betore a priest. 

bands >’’ tb at is if one has handled anything, on awaking from 
sleep, without performing the ablutions cujoincd by law. 
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thereby come among the sinners, so regent I of all these sins with 
thoughts, words, and works, corporeal as spiritual, earthly as 
heavenly, with the three words: Pardon, (9 Zaw/, I repent of 
sin. 

8. 77^ which was the wish of Ormazd the Creator, and I 
ought to have thought and have not thought, what 1 ought to have 
spoken and have not spoken, I ought to have done and have 
not done ; of these sins repent I with thoughts, words, a?id works, 
corporeal as well as spiritual, earthly as well as heavenly, with 
the three words ; Pardon, 0 Lord, I repent of sin. 

9. That which was the rvisli of Ahriman, and 1 ought not to 
have thought and yet have thought, what I ought not to have 
spoken and yet have spoken, what 1 ought not to have done and 
yet have done ; of these sins repent I with thoughts, words, and 
works, corporeal as well as spiritual, earthly as well as heavenly, 
with the three words : Pardon, 0 Lord, 1 repent of sin. 

10. Of all and every kind of sin, of all kinds of crimes worthy 
of death, of all kinds of deeds not yet atoned for, of all kinds of 
repeated sins* all sins which are upon sms, + which 1 have com¬ 
mitted against Ormazd, men, and the kinds of men, 1repent. 

11. Of all and every kind of sin, etc . (as above) which 1 have 
committed against Dahman, the llorned-cattle, the Cattle, and the 
kinds of cattle, 1 repent. 

12. Of all and every kind of sin, etc., which I have com¬ 
mitted against Ardibihist, the Fire, and the kinds of fire, 1 repent . 

13. Of all and every kind of sin, etc., which 1 have committed 
against Shahrcvar, the Metals, and the kinds of metals, I repent. 

14. Of all and every kind of sin, etc., which 1 have committed 
against (Jpenddrmat, the Earth, and the kmds of earth, 1 repent. 

15. Of all and every kind of sin ?vhich I have committed 
against Khorddt, the Water, and the kmds of water, 1 repent. 

16. Of all and every kind of sins which 1 have committed 
against Amerddt, the Trees, arid the kind of trees, 1 repent. 

17. Of all and every kind of sin which 1 have committed 

* Lit. “remaining.” 

t That is, which are greater than other sins. 
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against the creatures of Ormazd, as Stars, Moon, Sim , and the 
red burning Fire, the dog, the birds, the fire kinds of animals f 
the other good creatures which are the 'property of Ormazd, 
between earth and heaven, if 1 have become a sinner against any 
of these, I repent it with thoughts, words, and works, corporeal 
as spiritual, earthly as heavenly, with the three words: 0 Lord, 
pardon ! 1 repent of sin . 

IS. Legacy hunting ,t disturbing marriages between relations, 
disturbance in the families of true believers, if there should 
have been Gahanbdr, Fravardidn, Horn, Drun, the consecrated 
[things'] appointed for the Yazatas and accepted {by me), to offer 
at the first Rapithwina, at the day of the deceased, and 1 have 
not offered ; of these sins repent 1 with thoughts, etc . 

19. Of pride, haughtiness, covetousness, slandering the dead, 
anger, envy, the evil eye, shamelessness, looking at with evil intent , 
looking at with evil concupiscence, % stiffneckedness, discontent with 
the godly arrangements, \ sclfwillcdncss, sloth, despising others , 
mixing in strange matters, unbelief, opposing the Divine powers, || 
false witness, false judgment, idol-worship, running without 
liosti, running naked, running with one shoe, the breaking of the 
low U {midday) prayer, the omission of the {midday) prayer, 
theft, robbery, whoredom, witchcraft, worshipping with sorcerers, 
unchastity, unchastity with boys, allowing unchastity with myself, 
tearing the hair,* * as well as all other kinds of sin which arc 
enumerated in this Patct, or not enumerated, which 1 am aware of, 
or not aware of, which are appointed or not appointed, which 1 
should have bewailed with obedience before the Lord and the 
Dcctiir of the law, and have not bewailed,—of these sins repent 

* According to Anquetil, the first kind comprises all animals which have cloven 
feet; the second, those whose feet are not cloven; the third, those which have five 
claws ; the fourth, the birds ; the fifth, the fishes. 

t That is, taking away the property of the relations of a childless man instead of 
giving him an adopted son. 

J That is, eovetiug the wife or property of auothcr. 

§ Or murmuring over one’s own condition as compared with that of others. 

J| This sin, in the original Asm6i , consists in speaking evil of Ormazd to his Genii, 
creating strife, and designedly perverting the meaning of the Avesta. 

Ti [That is, spoken iu a low voice.] 

* * That is, on the occasion of the loss of a relative. Excessive lamentation is 
prohibited in the Mazdaya^nian religion. Cf. Yendidad iii. 36-7. 
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I with thoughts, words, and works, corporeal as spiritual, earthly 
as heavenly . 0 Ztfrc/, pardon, / repent with the three words, 

with Patet . 

20. T/’ / have taken on myself the Patet for any one and have 

not performed it* and misfortune has thereby come upon his soul 
or his descendants, / 0 / the sin for every one with 

thoughts, ete. 

21. 1 remain standing fast in the statutes of the law which 

Ormazd gave to Zarathustra, Zarathustra to Gustasp, that in 
the family {of these two') then came to Ader-bdt, son of Mahres- 
pand who {again) made it right and purified it . 1 desire much 

after purity from love to my soul. As long as the life of my 
vital powers endures will I stand fast in good thoughts in my 
soul, in good words in my speech, in good deeds in my actions ; 
I remain standing in the good Mazdayapiian law . 

22. With all good deeds am 1 in agreement, with all sins am 
I not in agreement, for the good am I thankful, with iniquity 
am I contented A: With the punishment at the bridge, with the 
bonds and tormentings and chastisements of the mighty of the law, 
with the punishment of the three nights% {after) the fifty-seven 
years am I contented and satisfied . 

23. This Patet have I made in my soul from great hope of the 
pure deed, \ from vehement fear of hell, from love for purity of 
soul . The good works which I have hitherto done , which 1 shall 
do hereafter [are done) for the continual subsistence' of good 
works, for the passing by of sins, for the purification of the soul . 
If anything still remains over, so that my sins are not yet atoned, 
then am I contented and agreeing with the punishment of the 
three nights for it. 

24. I order {to recite) the Ashem volm at {my) decease, the 

* In the Parsec religion a man may recite the Patet and make atonemeut for 
another. 

t Because suffering is necessary in the order of tho world, in order that finally the 
resurrection may take place. 

X According to the Parsecs, on the Day of Judgment the souls which have not 
atoned for their sins will be sent back to hell, and tormented during three days and 
nights with torments surpassing the usual torments of hell itself. Cf. Tradit. Lit. 
der Parsen, ii. 117. 

§ That is, in the hope that my good works will conduct me to Paradise. 
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Patet after (my) death, my sons shall after my decease make Patet 
for my sins . / wish to direct that they shall ordain the worship 

of Qrosh (during three nights) and the Geti-khiruL I am the pro¬ 
perty of Ormazd, and live in the piety of Ormazd . I praise 
purity; I have taken hold of good thoughts, words, and works, 
with thoughts, words, and works; I have renounced evil thoughts, 
words, and works, with thoughts, words, and works; 1 have 
taken the way of right, the right-created, I have relinquished the 
way of un-right, the godless . May Ahriman be broken, may . 
Ormazd increase . I praise: Asliem vohu.—I praise good 

thoughts, etc,—I praise : Ashem vohu.—Yathfi aim vairyo (21). 
Ashem vohu (12). Offering and praise, strength and power 
vow I to Qraosha, etc. To him belongs praise, etc. 

XLYI. PATET QOD. 

1. I praise the good thoughts, words, and ivorks, with 
thoughts, words, and works . I curse wicked thoughts, words, 
and works, away from thoughts, words, and works . I lay hold 
on all good thoughts, words, and works. I renounce all evil 
thoughts, words, and works . I give to you, ye Amskaspands, 
offering and praise, with thoughts, words, and ivorks, with my 
life and my vital powers . My property possess 1 in dependence 
upon the Yazatas, if one of the things come that I must give this 
body for the sake of the soul, then I give it to them . I praise 
the best purity, I hunt away the Devs, I confess myself a 
Mazdayapiian, a follower of Zarathustra, an opponent of the 
Devs, devoted to the faith in Ormazd . Of all kinds of sins, all 
evil thoughts, all evil speech, all evil actions , all Margerzdns, 
especially all bad withholding* which the wicked Ahriman pro¬ 
duced in opposition to the creatures of Ormazd; Ormazd has 
declared as sins, whereby men become sinners and may come to 
hell; if I have thereby become a sinner, in what kind soever I have 
sinned, against whomsoever I have sinned, however I have sinned, 
I repent of it with thoughts, words, and works: pardon! 

* That is, the withholding debts which are due. 
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2. Before the Creator Ormazd and the Amshaspands, the 
face of the right-believing Mazdayacnians, before Mihr, Cros, 
and Ram, before the heavenly Yazatas, before the earthly 
Yazatas, before the lord and Dcytiir of the law, before the 
Frohar of the immortal soul of Zartusht y before my oren 
believing soul, before the faithful am I here come, and repent 
with thoughts, words, and works: pardon ! 

3. My sins which belong to the rank Agercft, which belong to 
the rank Avdirist, the rank Ardus y the rank Qor y the rank Bdzd y 
the rank Ydtu, from the sins of three Qrabsho~charanas to one 
Margerzdn, and from one Margerzan to ten Margerzdns y from 
ten Margerzdns to a hundred Margerzdns y from a hundred 
Margerzdns to a thousand Margerzdns y from a thousand Mar¬ 
gerzdns to ten thousand Margerzdns, from ten thousand Mar¬ 
gerzdns to a number more than 1 know, 1 repent with thoughts y 
words y and works. 

4. Of my sins which 1 have committed against the Bader 
Ormazd y against Men y and the different kinds of men, I repent s 

pardon ! 

5. Of my sins which 1 have committed against Bcihman, 
against the Cattle, and the various kinds of cattle, etc. 

6. Of my sins which 1 have committed against Ardibihist, the 
Fire y and the various hinds of fire y etc. 

7. Of my sins which 1 have committed against Shahyevar y the 
Metals y and the various lands of metals y etc. 

8. Of my sins which I have committed against Cpcfiddrmat y 
the Earth y and the various hinds of earth y etc. 

9. Of my sins which I have committed against Khorddt, the 
Water, and various kinds of water y etc. 

10. Of my sins which 1 have committed against Amerddt , the 
Trees , and various kinds of trees, etc . 

11. Of my sins which 1 have committed against Adcrtin and 
Ateshcm ( fires) which have their place in temples, especially 
against Adarfrd, Adar-Gushasp, Adar-burzin, etc . 

12. If 1 have eaten corpses, defiled myself by corpses, buried 
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corpses, brought corpses to fire and water, or brought fire and 
7vatcr to corpses, etc. 

13. If 1 have eaten impurity, defiled myself with impurity, 
buried impurity, brought impurity to fire and water, or fire 
and water to impurity, etc. 

14. Of all kinds of sins through which death might take root in 
men by means of impurity and corpses, or have taken root in me, 
if 1 have not recognized them as death, on account of their great 
deadliness ; pardon, 1 repent with thoughts, ivords and works. 

15. If I have not offered to the Sun, the Moon, the Fire, the 
llapithan, have not offered the Gahanbdrs, and Fravardidns, etc . 

10. My sins which I have committed against those in authority, 
the lords, the Dcgturs, and Mobeds, etc. 

17. My sins which 1 have committed against father, mother, 
sister, brother, wife, child, relations, descendants, family, friends, 
and other near relations, etc. 

18. If I have broken the whispered prayer, eaten ?vithout the 
whispered prayer, etc . 

19a. If I have gone without Kosti, 1 repent it. 

194. If 1 have defiled my feet, I repent it. 

20. Deceit, contempt, idol-worship, lies, I repent of. 

2K I repent of paederastism, going with menstruous women, 
whoredom, unnatural intercourse with beasts . 

22. Of all wicked deeds I repent . 

23. Pride, despite, scoffing, revenge , and lust, I repent of. 

24. All that I ought to have thought and have not thought, 
all that I ought to have spoken and have not spoken, all that I 
ought to have done and have not done; pardon, 1 repent with Patet. 

25. All that I ought not to have thought and yet have thought, 
all that I ought not to have spoken and yet have spoken, all 
that I ought not to have done, and yet have done; pardon, 
I repent with Patet. 

20. All and every kind of sin which men have committed 
because of me, or which I have committed because of men; 
pardon, I, etc. 
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27. All kinds of sins which the evil Ahriman produced amongst 
the creatures of Ormazd in opposition , [and] Ormazd has 
declared as sms, through which men become sinners and mag 
come to hell, if they have at all laid hold of my character ; I 
repent of them. 

28. I believe in the existence, the purity, and undoubtedness of 
the good Mazdayagnian faith, and in the Creator Ormazd , and 
the AmsJiaspands, the furthering of righteousness, and in the 
resurrection and the new body. In this faith I remain and 
recognize the undoubtedness of the same, as Ormazd has im¬ 
parted it to Zcrtusht, Zertuslit to Frashaostra and Jdmdfp, as 
Aderbdt the son of Mahrcspand rectified and jmrficd it, how the 
righteous Paoiryd-tkaeshas and the Degturs in succession have 
brought it to us, and 1 am wise therein. Of all kinds of sins of 
which mention is made in this law, and which I have committed, 
from the least to three Craosko-charanas, to countless sms, which 
have been thought, spoken, done by me, I rejient with thoughts, 
words, and works. 

29. I have made this Patet as an atonement for sins, to have 
a share in the reward for good deeds, for joy for the soul, to 
close to me the way of hell, to open to me the way of Paradise. 
Perhaps (?) that I from henceforth may do no more sins. I com¬ 
plete good ivorks as much as is necessary to atonefor sins, as atone¬ 
ment for (my) sins, the rest for joy in purity. With sins am 
I not in agreement; ?vith good deeds I am in agreement . I am 
thankful for the good; I am content with the opposition and 
impropriety. With reference to the atonement of those sins for 
which to me in . . . no atonement is come; 1 am agreed to atone 
in the three nights (for the sake of) that profit. If the chance 
should happen to me that I go out of the world without Patet 
and one of my relations or nearest performs the Patet for me, 
then am 1 agreed. All sins which may attack the character of man , 
[or] have attacked my character, if I, on account of much death, 
have not recognized the death; pardon, 1 repent zvith thoughts , 
words, and works, with Patet. 
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]. I praise all good thoughts, words, and works, with 
thoughts, words, and works. I curse all evil thoughts, 
words, and works, away from thoughts, words, and ?vorks, 
I lay hold on all good thoughts, words, and works, that is, 
I do good ?vorks, I renounce all evil thoughts, words, and works; 
that is, 1 commit no sins. 1 am constant in right-doing, in 
pure actions, I remain in the jmre Mazdayapiian law, in that 
law remain I which the Ruler Ormazd and the Amshaspands 
have taught to Zertusht with praised Frohar, the descendant 
of Cpitamaf and Zertusht has taught the king Vistdfpa, the 
king Vistdfpa to Frashaostra and JCandfp and Asfendiydr, 
and these have taught to all the believers hi the world, which 
came in succession to Aderbdt, the son of Mahrecpand, the 
restorer of purity, who restoi'ed it and purified it, and stood 
before {?) it. I am stedfast in this faith and turn myself not 
away from it for the sake of a good life, or for the sake of a 
longer life, nor for rule, nor for kingdom, out of love for purity. 
—If 1 perhaps must give up my body for the sake of my soul, I 
give it with contentment. I turn myself not away from this law 
and have laid hold of all good thoughts, words and works, the 
good km and all uprightness. I renounce all evil thoughts, 
words, and works, the evil law, and all wickedness; that is, I am 
with knowledge believing in the law of Ormazd, and in Zertusht 
the newer .t 1 am wholly without doubt in the existence of the 
good Mazdayapiian faith, in the coming of the resurrection 
and the later body, in the stepping over the bridge Chinvat, in an 
invariable recompense of good deeds and their reward, and of 
bad deeds and their punishment, as well as in the continuance of 
Paradise, in the annihilation of Hell and Ahriman and the Devs, 

* The Fnrsces translate Cpitama as a proper name (instead of “holy”). \Tc find 
also, in Ktcsias, ’ZniTd/j.ps as a proper name. 

f If naolar is the X P.^ui it must he translated newer, as in the text; but per¬ 
haps naolar is the sajne as the old Baetrian naolairt/a = “ descendant of Naotar.” 
Zarathustra belongs to the race of the Iranian kings. 
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that the God Ormazd will at last be victorious and Ahriman will 
perish, together with the Devs and the off-shoots of darkness . 

2. All that 1 ought to have thought and have not thought, all 
that I ought to have said and have not said, all that 1 ought 
to have done and have not done, all that I ought to have ordered 
and have not ordered; ( further) all that 1 ought not to have 
thought and yet have thought, all that I ought not to have spoken 
and yet have spoken, all that I ought not to have done and yet 
have done, all that I ought not to have ordered and yet have 
ordered; for thoughts, words, and works, bodily and spiritual, 
earthly and heavenly, pray I for forgiveness, and repent of it 
with Patet . 

3. All kinds of sins which I have committed in reference to 
Heaven against the Creator Ormazd, in reference to the World 
against men and all kinds of Men; if I have smitten Men, injured, 
hurt them with words, if I have harmed the pure, the lords, the 
Mobeds, the Demurs and Her bads, and withheld from them the 
gifts which it was incumbent on me to give them, if I have granted 
no place to a stranger who came into the town, if I have not taken 
heed for men before the fire, the cold, and the heat, have done 
evil to men; if I have requited the men who stand under my 
dominion with evil, have not bestowed on them affection and good 
things, so that at like time the good things and the Creator 
Ormazd have been injured through me, and were not contented 
with one; I repent with thoughts, words, and works, etc . 

4. Of all kinds of sins which I have committed with reference 
to Heaven against the Amshaspand Bahman, in reference to the 
World against the Cattle and the various kinds of Cattle, if I have 
beaten it, tortured it, slain it wrongfully; if I have not given it 
fodder and water at the ought time, if I have castrated it, not 
protected it from the ? % obber, the ovolf, and the way-layer, if I 
have oiot protected it froooi extreme heat and cold, if I have killed 
cattle of useful strength, working cattle, wao % -horses, rams, goats, 
cocks and liens* so that alike the good things and the Amshaspand 

* In the original murgh-i-hashhinah C r <). 
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Bahman haze been injured by me and not contented with me, I 
repent, etc . 

o. Of all kinds of sins which I haze committed in reference 
to Heazen against the Amshaspand Ardibiliist , in reference to the 
World against the Aderdns and Ateslidns, if I have not main- 
tained the Fire good and jntre, if I haze extinguished the Fire, 
if I haze not strewed the last incense* if I have poured water over 
the Fire, if I haze burned and cooked corpses therein, if I have 
brought unwashed hands to the Fire, if I have blown the Fire 
with my mouth, if I haze laid wood less than a year old, still 
green, on the Fire, if 1 have laid on the Fire wood and incense 
which 1 have not examined thrice, if I have given no gifts for 
Aderdns and Ateslidns ,t if I have done ill to any one in whose 
protection the Fire was, and haze not shown him good and 
affection, if I have employed the house-fire in excessive uses,$ so 
that alike the good things and the Amshaspand Ardibiliist have 
been offended by me and not contented with me, I repent, etc . 

6. Of all hinds of sins which I haze committed in reference to 
Heaven against the Metals and the various hinds of Metals, if I 
haze not hept the Metal pure and clean, if I have laid it in a 
damp place so that rust has laid hold of it, if I haze tahen it 
out of the protection of the good, if I have not purified in the 
lawful manner, metal out of which a woman has eaten anything 
during menstruation, if 1 have given gold, silver, ore, copper, 
iron, brass, and bronze, to sinners, so that they commit sin there¬ 
with and great profit might accrue to them therefrom, and whereby 
I myself haze become an evil-doer, so that alike the good things 
and the Amshaspand Shakrevar have been thereby injured and 
displeased, I repent, etc . 

7. Of all kinds of sins which I haze committed in reference to 
Heaven against the Amshaspand AspaJuldrmat, and in reference 
to the world against the Earth, and the various kinds of Earth; 

* That is, apparently, if I have not placed incense (or odoriferous woods) on the 
fire before retiring to rest. 

f The Parsees of India are accustomed to make charitable bequests for the support 
of their Fire-temples. 

X Cf. Yendidad viii. 254 ff. 
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if I have not kept the earth pure and cultivated, if I have not 
removed the holes of the Kharfesters, if 1 have made fruitful 
land waste, or have not made waste land fruitful, if I have gone 
on the earth afoot with only one shoe on, if I have buried 
corpses in the Earth, if 1 have not dug up what was buried, if I 
as a menstruous woman have gone on the Earth without shoes, if I 
have thrown seed upon the Earth, if 1 have treated ill the land 
which was under my protection, so that alike all good things and 
Aspenddnnat have been injured by me and not contented with 
me, I repent, etc . 

8. Of all kinds of sins which I have committed in reference to 
Heaven against the Amshaspand Khorddt, in reference to the 
world against the Water and the various kinds of Water ; if 1 have 
poured water over a corpse, if I have washed the yet unwashed 
hands with running water before they were pure from the moistest 
water (urine) * if l have poured Water over a menstruous woman, 
if 1 have thrown anything polluted with filth or impurity of 
corpses into running water, if I have washed head, hands, and 
face with running water only, so that alike all good things and 
the Amshaspand Khorddt, etc . 

9. Of all kinds of sins which 1 have committed in reference to 
Heaven against the Amshaspand Amerddt, in reference to the 
world against the Trees and the kinds of Trees ; if I have cut 
round young Trees, if I have collected unripe fruits, if I have 
kept back medicine and healing-remedies from the worthy and 
given them to the unworthy, if I have given food to eat to sinners 
and taken it away from the pure, so that alike all good things 
and the Amshaspand Amerddt, etc . 

10. Of all kmds of sins, such as: Ba-Fcrmdn, Agereft, Avoi- 
rist, Ardus, Qor, Bdzd, Ydtu, Tandfur to the rank Margerzdn, 
from those sins which bear the name of three (jradsho-charanas 
upwards, from those chief sins upwards, such as, Tandfur, 
Margerzdn ; if they have come into my mind, if I have spoken 


* In the morning, after the Kuqti-praycr, the Parsec must use the “Cow-urine,” 
and then wash his hands, and say the prayer No. iii. 
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them with the tongue, if I have done them ivith my hand, 1 
repent with thoughts, words, and deeds, etc . 

11. Of all kinds of sins ; the sins against towns, lands, against 
souls, the sms Kaidhyozat , Kaidhyo-livarest, Vaidhyozat, Hugh, 
Bdgh, Altars, Apartuahn, sins which draw after them the high 
punishment * the utterance of incantations, the striking with terror, 

desire to requite wound with wound, frequent sifts,t 

separating from the pure, Navid-nasa$t, Adut-aq-aosma,% the sins 
which bear the name of three Cradshd-charanas, generally, of all 
kinds of sins, repent 1, with thoughts, words, and works, etc . 

12. Of wrong thought, § wrong speech, wrong action, un¬ 
righteous questioning, speaking before or after without grounds ,|| 
theft, lie, false witness, ^ violent judgment, shamelessness, 
pride, thanklessness, mocking, insatiability, self-exaltation, dis¬ 
obedience against the law, contentiousness, hard-hecirtedness, 
wrathf ulncss, revenge, envy, excessive lamentation , # # approbation 
of sins, disapprobation of a good deed, friendship with sinners, 
self-will, witchcraft, honouring sorcerers, teaching sorcery, enmity 
towards the Yazatas, hostility towards the law, hostility towards 
the Deft&rs, the calling the names of the Yazatas together with 
those of the Devs, or the names of the Devs with those of the 
Yazatas, unnatural sins with women, boys, or cattle, unchastity, 

paederasty, going with menstruous women, adultery with the wives 
of others, going with one shoe, going without Kosti, interrupting 
the low prayer (at eating), the omission of the low prayer at 
eating, the satisfying natural wants without prayer, if I have 
made ivater standing upright ,f f if 1 have honoured the Devs, 
thought on them, brought them offering, have broken the adoption, 
1 repent, etc . 

13. Of all kinds of sins which I have committed against the 

* This translation is conjectural; we do not know the nature of the four last 
named sins. 

f In the text, koherhi, the meaning of which I do not know. The translation 
given is according to Anquetil. 

{ I do not know what these sins are. § Lit., thinking without way or rule. 

|| Anquetil: “ to question and answer without reason.” 

H Lit., “ violence-witness,” that is, perhaps, witness extorted from another by 
oppression. 

* * Cf. Vendidad iii. 37. ft Cf. Yendidad xviii. 89 if. 
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Yazatas and Amsliaspands, against the Jungs, the lords, the 
llobeds, the Demurs, the llerbeds, the teachers, the disciples, 
against fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, friends, neighbours, 
equals, wives, sons, relations, strangers, inhabitants of the same or 
another town,as well as against superiors, Irepent with thoughts,etc. 

14. Every offering and Darunsfeast, every day of the de¬ 
parted and Geti-khiridf which I should have performed and have 
not performed, or which I have performed, but not performed as 
was fitting : for the souls of ancestors, of fathers, mothers, bro¬ 
thers, sisters, relations, strangers, relations for those who stand 
wider my superintendence,—which 1 have not performed, and 
that which if I have performed it my sins have made it nought, I 
repent, etc . 

15. If I have not helped the poor, have not observed the manner 
and custom of the Paoiryo-tkaeshas, the feast of blessings, the 
Nauroz, the Mihir-jdn, if 1 have not displayed friendship to man¬ 
kind, so repent I with thoughts, etc . 

16. If I have not celebrated the Gahafibctrs, not offered, not 
prepared ,f not poured out, if I have not bestowed alms six times 
every year, prayed the Qarshed-Nydyis three times every day, if 
1 have not prayed the Mihr-Nydyis three times a day, if I have 
not prayed the Mdih-Nydyis three times at every New Moon, and 
every year offered the Rapithwina three times, and have not 
performed the Fravardidns, then I repent, etc . 

17. All lands of flesh of men, dogs, Khrafctras, as pv ell dead 
as alive, which I brought to the water or the fire—cooked, ate ,— 
whose bodies I carried out alone,% which I (found) on a fruitful 
place (and) did not remove and bring to the proper place, if 1 
have brought beard-hairs or other impurity to the water or fire, 
cooked, eaten,—if I (found) them in a fruitful place (and) 
have not removed them and brought them to the proper place, I 
repent, etc . 

* The word OUi-khind (lit., u the purchase of the world,” a Parsee ceremony re¬ 
sembling the Christian Confirmation), stands here on Anquetil’s authority; — my 
JMSS. read aglaparil, a word which does not occur elsewhere. 

t That is, if I have not prepared what was requisite for these festivals. 

X Cf. Yendidad iii. 44-5. 
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18. Every Avesta that I have not spohen, read, learned,—the 
Avestd-i-jamas,* the Iihorda-Avesta, — if I have not rigidly 
learned or recited the Avesta , or if I have forgotten again what 
was learned, so repent I with thoughts, etc . 

19. All lands of sins which I have committed in the state of 
menstruation, if I have not kept myself from forty steps to the 
circle of three steps away from pure men, from the Fire of 
Behrdm, from Sun and Moon and Baregma, and that which is 
washed ?vitli Pddidb, so repent I with thoughts, etc . 

20. On account of a crime worthy of death—if , perhaps, evil 
Ahriman and the Devs should have prevailed over me—am I con¬ 
tented, f it is fitting, to atone for it by death, (I am contented ) 
that the Degtur should take away from me what lays zipon me and 
free me from sin, namely, from the Margerzdns from one to ten, 
from ten to a hundred, from a hundred to a thousand, from a 
thousand to ten thousand, from ten thousand to countless (?) Mar¬ 
gerzdns . Of all evil thoughts, words, and works whereby men 
may become sinners, whereby I have become a sinner, repent I 
with thoughts, etc . 

21. Of all kinds of sins which the Creator Ormazd has declared 
as si?is in the good Mazdayacnian laic, at which, if one commits 
them, the Yazatas feel pain, the Decs joy ; of that which I have 
thought, committed, spoken, done, whereby I have become a sinner f 
ivhat has been enumerated by me and not enumerated, what was 
known to me by name and what was not known to me, what I do 
not yet know, ivhat I have committed on account of others, ivhat 
others have committed on my account, everything whereby I am a 
sinner, in reference to everything whereby I have become a sinner, 
for every sin, for everything kept back, repent I a thousand times 
and ten thousand times before the ruler Ormazd, the Accom - 
plishcr of good deeds, the Shining, Majestic, the First of the 
Heavenly and earthly (Genii), before the Amshaspands, and 
before every other heavenly good being, before Mihr, Cros , and 
Rasn-rdgt, before Adar-qara, Adar-Gusasp, Adar-burzin-mihr, 

* The expression is not very clear, hut it is evident that the Avesta is referred to 
in contradistinction to the Khordah-A vesta. 
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before the Frohar of Zartusht the descendant of (fpitama, before 
the Law and mine own soul } before every good thing before which 
I come, with thoughts, etc . 

22. THVA three words, a hundred words, with a thou¬ 
sand wordSy with ten thousand words am I a right-believing 
good Mazdayapiian, I am in that faith which the Lord Ormazd 
and the Amshaspands have given to Zartusht with holy Frohar, 
the son of Cpitama, Zartusht to the king Vistdfp, Vistdgp to 
Frashaogtra and Jdmdgp and Afpendydr, and these have taught 
to the good in the world, until in succession of descent it came to 
the restorer of purity, Aderbat, the son of Mahrcgpand, who 
made it right and purified it . I stand in the faith and will not 
be unbelieving, not for good life, nor for longer life, nor for 
dominion, nor possessions . From love towards purity do I not 
depart, and if thereby my head is cut off so depart I not from 
this belief \ for I am affrighted before the terror of the punish¬ 
ment* and the requital ofhelL I am full of hopefor that attain¬ 
ing to Paradise and the shining Garothman, which possesses all 
majesty . I accomplish this Patet in the thought that as I here¬ 
after may become more zealous to accomplish good works, I may 
also keep myself more from sin and that my good deeds may 
serve for the lessening of sin, for the increase of good works, f 
until the resurrection and the last body comes to me . I cherish 
hope in the coming of the last body to behold Ormazd and the 
Amshaspands . I have wrought and still work for this, that when 
that time arrives, and my mouth z’s in bonds through the smiting 
of the wicked Gand-mainyo, Acto-vahdt, and the bad Bird, ye 
may declare my thoughts, and if I with my own tongue can no 
longer speak the Patet, the Amshaspands, in friendship to my 
sold, may cause this Patet to arrive and bestow it on my soul 
that my soul may attain to the light place and not arrive at the 

* The word rendered punishment {pasdoh, and in some MSS. l * ( *j) does not occur 
elsewhere. It seems to refer to a punishment at the Bridge. 

f We see in this Patet that good deeds arc not regarded merely from an individual 
point of view, but as tending to the result that ultimately the total of good deeds will 
outweigh the total of bad ones, and the superiority of Ormazd over Alniman be 
manifest. 
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dark place, and the wicked Akriman and the diminishers may 
not torment my soul and not cause sorrow to it . On account of 
every sin which has remained in the world without atonement, am 
I contented and agreeing to give retribution and atonement with 
thrice cutting off the headf only (?) I pray from the Highest 
Creator, Onnazd, the Supporter., For giver, and Pardoner, that 
the Yazatas may throw to us and give us an equipment . If 
any one after my departure, out of love to my soul, or if my son 
performs the Patet before one of those set over ?vho is at the 
place, so am I agreed thereto. May Onnazd and the Amslias- 
pands and the other Heavenly come to my soul for good help 
and companionship, and loose it from anguish and fear and 
affliction, from Ahriman and the Devs and from the coming to 
the terrors of Hell. In these thoughts have I laid hold on all 
good thoughts, words, and works ; in this mind have I renounced 
all evil thoughts, words, and works from thoughts, words, and 
works. 

(The following verse is to be spoken tow.) 

23. This heavenly Patet shall be a fast brazen wall like as 
the earth is broad, the mountains high, the Heavens strong, 
that it may keep the gate of hell fast in bonds, and the way to 
Paradise open, the way to that best place:—to the shining 
Garothm&n which possesses all majesty, that our soul and the 
souls of the pure at the Bridge Chinvat, the great, may step 
over freed from trouble and easily, and may the pure Qros, the 
victorious, friend, protector, overseer, hearer, be the protector 
and the watcher of my soul. 

Yatha aim vairyo, Offering and praise, etc. To Qraosha, 
etc. To Him belongs brightness, etc. 


* That is, of course, in the future world. 
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XLYIII. PRAYER AFTER THE AFERGANS. 

1. May this Nirai 2 g* be victorious . May the brightness of the 
good Mazdayacnian Law be spread abroad in the seven Kesli- 
vares, what may be the name {of the land) let it be according 
to wish . There is a town, in this town N. N. may fullness, 
victoriousness, cheerfulness and joy spread themselves abroad, 
may fortunate majesty increase and yet more increase . May 
majesty be fortune-bringing ! May this Khosnumen (for N. A 7 .) 
arrive to Ormazd the Ruler and the strong Fravashis . 

2. I have performed the offering, I have offered the Damns, I 

now offer the Myazda . May it arrive + wholly and completely into 
the treasury J of Ormazd, the shining, Majestic, 0 / the Amesha- 

fpentas. May strength, power, might, firmness, activity , victori¬ 
ousness arrive from this Klisnumaire to the strong Fravashis ! 
May they accept it from us, protect us, procure good, hold back 
unrighteousness and opposition, implore gifts (for us) ! For the 
others have I made the Myazda as the Myazda of one thousand 
men—so far as I am able, 1 have done this ?vithout trouble and 
with pleasure; may the one of us accept one thousand (me?i). 

3. May The blessed souls N. K here be mentioned by name,\ 
May Zartusht, the descendant of (Jpitama, with pure Froliar and 
blessed soul here be mentioned . May all Fravashis of the pure , 
together on the fourth, tenth, thirtieth day, at the aniversary, || 
from Gayomart to (fosios here be mentioned! May the existing, 
having been, about to be, the born, the unborn, those belonging to 
the region, those belonging to other regions, the pious men and 
women, not of age, of age, all who have died upon this earth in 
good belief, all Fravashis of the pure together, from Gayomart to 
(fosios here be mentioned . May those who have died in this 
dwelling, this clan, this confederacy, this region, all Fravashis 

* Xiran£ = “ formula of enchantment/’ and also prayer in general 
f The words, “ may it arrive,” are inserted on Auquctil*s authority. They arc 
wanting in the MSS. 

+ That is, the treasury of good works, which is called IlamV$a-$uL [The German 
has Schulz , an evident misprint for Schafz.] 

$ The person praying here inserts the names of those dearest to him. 

|| These are the days on which offerings are to be made to the souls of the departed. 
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of the pure from Gayomart to gosios here be mentioned. May 
the Fravashis of the pure, the Fravashis of the bold, the 
Fravashis of the assailing, the Fravashis of the victorious, 
the Fravashis of the Paoiryd-tkacshas, the Fravashis of the 
7 iearest relations, all Fravashis of the pure together from Gayo¬ 
mart to gosios here be mentioned. May the sozds of fathers, 
mothers, descendants, forefathers, sons, kindred, servants, 
relations, all Fravashis of the pure together from Gayomart 
to gosios here be mentioned. All Priests, all Warriors, all 
Husbandmen, all Artizans, all Fravashis of the pure together 
from Gayomart to gosios shall here be mentioned. May all 
Fravashis of the pure in the seven Keshvarcs of the earth; in 
Arzahe , gavahe, Fradadhafs, Vidadhafs, Vourubarcst, Vouru- 
jarcst, Qanirag-bdmi, and Kafigdezh, the pure in the Tar which 
Yima has made , those mho have Manthras as treasures; all 
Fravashis of the pure together from Gayomart to gosios here 
be mentioned. 

XLIX. NIKAU OR MARRIAGE-PRAYER. 

1. In the name of God . Yatlia aim vairyd. (1 .)—May the 
Creator Ormazd give you many descendants, with men as grand¬ 
children, much food, friends with heart-ravishing body and 
countenance, walking through a long life, to the duration of a 
hundred and fifty years. 

2. On the day N N., in the month N. N., in the year 10G7, 
since the king of kings, the ruler Yczdcgert, of the stock of 
Scisdn, a congregation is come together in the circle of the 
fortunate town N. N., according to the law and custom of the 
good Mazdayapiian Law , to give this maiden to a husband ; 
this maiden, this woman, N. A. by name, according to the con¬ 
tract of two thousand Xisdpurian gold dinars .* 

3. Do you join with your relations in agreement for this mar- 

* The MSS. state that at this place the gold is to be laid down. ^ According to 
Anqnetil the concluding passage runs differently in Ivirman, viz.: “ lou give her for 
the earth and for heaven . ... to be one body and one soul , mistress of the house , the 
chief in place. You give her,—she who is of the law ; who will assist her husband , 
who is well-conductedThe father answers : “ I give her.” 
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riage, with honourable mind, with the three words, to promote 
their own good deed for the believing N'. N. this contract for 
life?* 

4. Do ye both accept the contract for life with honourable 
mind, that pleasure may increase to ye twain ? f 

6. In the name and friendship of Ormazd. Be ever shining, 
be very enlarged! Be increasing! Be victorious! Learn 
purity ! Be worthy of good praise ! May the mind think 
good thoughts, the words speak good, the works do good ! May 
all wicked thoughts hasten away, all wicked words be diminished, 
all wicked works be burnt up. Let them praise purity and thrust 
away sorcery. (Let them read:) Be a Mazdayaqnian, accom¬ 
plish works according to thy mind.% Win for thyself property by 
right-dealing. Speak truth with the rulers and be obedient. 
Be modest with friends, clever, and well-wishing. Be not 
cruel. Be not wrathful-minded. Commit no sin through 
shame. Be not covetous. Torment not. Cherish not wicked 
envy, be not haughty, treat no one despitefully, cherish no lust. 
Hob not the property of others, keep thyself from the wives of 
others. Do good works with good activity. Impart to the 
Yazatas and the faithful (of thine own). Enter into no strife 
with a revengeful man. Be no companion to a covetous one. Go 
not on the same way with a cruel one. Enter into no agreement 
with one of ill-fame. 'Enter not into work in common with an un¬ 
skilful one. Combat the adversaries with light. Go with'friends 
as is agreeable to friends. Enter into no strife with those of evil 
repute. Before an assembly speak only pure words. Before 
kings speak with moderation. From ancestors inherit {good) 
names. In no wise displease thy mother. Keep thine own body 
pure injustice. 

G. Be of immortal body, like Kai-khosru. Be understanding, 

* According to Anqnetil, v. 3 is addressed to the betrothed, who answers: “/ 
promise it The words appear to me to be addressed to the bridegroom's relations. 

t Here Anquetil has the words, “ The Mohed adds.” According to Anqnetil, 
verses 1-4 are to be repeated thrice. 1 believe that at this point the betrothed join 
hands. The. rest of the chapter consists of blessings and exhortations. 

I These words are not clear in the original. Anquetil translates, “Being a 
Mazdayaqnian, think and do good." 
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like Kdus . Be shining as the Sun . Be 'pure as the Moon. Be 
renowned as Zartusht . Be powerful as Ruftam . Z ?0 fruitful 
as the earth {(Jpenddrmat). Keep good friendship with friends , 
brothers, wife, 0 ? 2 <rZ children , as ZwZy awtZ $ 022 / OtoZtZ together ). 

always the right faith and good character . Recognize 
Ormazd as Ruler, Zartusht as lord . Exterminate Ahriman and 
the Devs . 

7. J/tzy Ormazd # s 0 ? 2 cZ y 0 ?z Bahman , thinking with the 

soul, Ardibihist good speech , Sharevar good working, {let) Open - 
ddirmat (give) wisdom , Khorddt sweetness and fatness, Amerdat 
fruitfulness ! 

8 . J/ay Ormazd bestow gifts on you , //20 brightness , 
Ardvi-pira purity , ^20 $ 2 zn exalted rule , //fo il/ 00/2 which con¬ 
tains the seed of the Bull increase, Tir liberality , Gosh good 
abstemiousness (?). 

9. ilfay Ormazd give you gifts , Mi t lirafortune , CV 05/2 obedience, 
r?y/^ conduct , Farvardin increase of strength, Behrdm 

is the bestower of victory , bestows great might . 

10. J!/ay Ormazd bestow gifts on you , Arshasvangh enlighten - 
0 / wisdom , inheritance of majesty , increase of virtue , 
Apnan great activity , Zamyad firmness of place, Mahrefpaiit 
good heed, Aniran distinction of body Ac 

114 Good art thou, mayest thou maintain that which is still 
better for thee than the good, since thou fittest thyself worthily 
as a Zaota. Mayest thou receive the reward which is earned by 
the Zaota as one who thinks, speaks, and does much good. 

12. May that come to you which is better than the good, may 
that not come to you which is worse than the evil, may that not 
come to me which is worse than the evil. So may it happen as 
I pray. 

* The writer now goes through the days of the month severally, and implores a 
gift for the new couple on each day. 

t The Gujerati Marriage-Prayer is considerably longer than this, and contains 
many more exhortations and benedictions. 

J Ver. xi.-xii. are from Ya<;na Iviii. 8-12. 
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L. AFERIN OF TEE SEVEN AMSHASPANDS. 

1 . May there be wholly powerful; Ormazd the Rider, of 
great majesty. May he increase with the thirty Vifpaeshamn* 
which work united with him, labour united with him , united with 
him smite the cursed Gandmainyo, the wicked , together with all 
Devs and Drujas which he has brought forth to smite the 
creatures of Ormazd. 

2. May there be wholly powerful: Bahman , the Amshaspand 
of great majesty. May he increase together with the Aderdns , 
(Jros and Behrdm, who work united with him, labour united with 
him , united with him smite Asmog with fearful ?veapon 9 the 
Druja Akoman , the Druja Faromata. 

3. May there be wholly powerful: Ardibihist, the Amshaspand 
of great majesty. May he increase together with the Aderdns , 
(Jros and Behrdm , who work united with him , labour united with 
him, smite the Druja of winter with his thirty kinds of unfruitful - 
ness , thirty kinds of weakness.^ 

4. May there be wholly powerful: Shahrevar, the Amshas¬ 
pand of great majesty. May he increase together with the Aderdns , 
(Jros and Behrdm , who work united with him , labour united 
with him , united with him smite the Druja Busyacp , Caraosaokf. 
the Druja of rottenness , the Druja of laziness {?). 

5. May (jpenddrmat the Amshaspand of great majesty possess 
all might. May he increase together with Avan , Din , Ardd- 
Mahrcfpant, who work united with him , labour united with him , 
united with him smite Afia-vahdt of evil character. 

6 . May Khorddt the Amshaspand of great majesty possess all 
might. May he .increase together with Tistar , Vat and Ardd - 
fracas who work united with him , labour united with him , united 
with him smite Az {concupiscence) created by the Dies, the Dev 
Tank and Zdrik. 

* These words are excessively obscure. 

f It is very doubtful how the word Zad should be translated. 

I Qaraosaok is perhaps a mistake for the Duzvaresh translation of daregho- 
yava = (having long hands), an epithet of Bushyan^ta. 
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7. May there possess all strength: Amerd&t the Amsltaspand 
of great majesty . May he increase together with Rasn y Astdt , 
Zamydt who work united with him, labour united with him, 
united with him smite dusks, the first created Opposition which 
Afira-mainyus brought forth . 

8 . May the creation of Ormazd increase, may the creation of 
Ahriman diminish. May the heights and mountains with pure 
brightness, much brightness, created by Ormazd, possess all 
might, together with the timber, the food-bearing trees, the golden- 
hued trees May the mountain Arrant possess all might, may 
the mountain Raevant possess all might, may the mountain 
Arparfin possess all might, may the mountain Demavend in which 
the wicked Baevardfp is chained, possess all might . May the 
mountain Ilos-ddstdr which possesses pure brightness, possesses 
much brightness, which is created by Ormazd, possess all might . 

9. May the fountains, thefoundations of the waters, the rivers, 
possess all might. May the river Una fit * possess all might . May 
the river Veh + possess all might. May the sea Rakhsahe possess 
all might . May the sea Ferahkant possess all might. May the 
sea Ptiitik possess all might, may the sea Kyah as possess all might . 

10. May the praiseworthy souls possess all might, who-believing 
to the last in righteousness and well-doing, have spread abroad 
law and equity . 

11 . May there possess all might: the Lord, the King of Kings . 
May the Great Commander possess all might. 

•12. May the seven Keshvares of the earth qwssess all 7night: 
Arzahe, favahe, Fradadhafs, Yidadhafs, Yourubarest, Vouru- 
jarcst, Qanirac-bdmi, which lies in the midst {and) the 7nost for¬ 
tunate of the bom, the purest, best, the praised by the Yazatas: 
Zartusht , the descendant of Qpitama, with pui'e Frohar. 

13. May there possess all strength ; the Leader of the Priests, 
the victorious lord, the Fire Adarfrd, the firm created . May the 
Leader of the Warrioi'S possess all might, the firm-created, desired 


* According to Anquetil, Urvant-rut = Arg-rut, probably the Jaxartes. 
f According to the Parsecs, Veh —Ike Indus. 
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Adar-gnsasp . May the victorious lord of the Husbandmen possess 
all might, the ruler mho performs good deeds, the victorious Adar- 
burzin . 

14. Blessed be the souls of the lords, Depturs, Mobeds, Her - 

beds, believers, propagators of the faith, the disciples who have 
died on this corporeal earth . Blessed be the soul of Gayo - 
mars, Hoshang, and Tahmiir, and Jamshed, and Fredun , 

Minochihr-bami, and Zav the son of Tahmasb, Eai-Kobdd, 

and Eai-Eaus, and Eai-Cydvakhs, Eai-Ehosro, Eai-Lolirdgp, 
Kai- Gustacp, Bahman, and Agpendydr, 

15. Blessed be the soul of Zartusht, the descendant of Qri- 

tama, with pure Frohar, together with all Priests, TFamVs, 
Husbandmen , Artizans , # pious, mho offer in purity, and are 
worthy of good . J/a^/ cheerfulness, fortune, good, come 
hither from the region of the South; may sorrow, siclmess, 
obscurity, injustice, stiff-ncckedness, and all oppositions remove 
themselves to the side of the North . 37z£ rulers, 

the bad shall not be rulers. They shall pray for pardon for 
their evil deeds and be repentant . And may our thoughts, words, 
and works continue in righteousness . 

1 G. each from the midst {of us) suffer harm from idol- 

worship, be it in body, or in property, or in soul. He who must 
have more {than he has) let him have more ; he who must have good 
things, let him have good things; he who must have a wife, let 
him have a wife: he who must have a son, let him have a son . 
May the earthly be so as the body desires it in righteousness; 
may the heavenly be as the soul desires it in purity . 

17. May this Aferin pertain to your body, ye good members of 
the community, believing, for great increase according to wish . 
I wish good for every living thing which the Creator Onnazd has 
created, and that the wicked Ahriman may remain {?) afar from 
life and work, and may each one of the nearest relations increase 
a hundredfold . 1 desire that the wise may be fortunate, the 

truthful blessed, that the wise may be a ruler, the unwise not a 


* This word is doubtful. 
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ruler . May the good Mazdayaqnian Law spread itself in the seven 
Keshvars of the earth and be living . The water shall flow, the 
trees grow, the corn ripen (?) # May our thoughts, speech, and 
doings be right and upright, that that portion at last may reward 
men, and that it may bring us also much reward in the world as 
well as in Heaven . Blessed be now the soul of Zartusht, to¬ 
gether with all Priests, Warriors, Husbandmen, Artizans, pious, 
who have come hither on account of this Myazda, may there ,— 
since to them is come a share of this Myazda, since they have 
accepted a share of this Myazda,—at every step of the twelve 
thousand steps to Paradise a dweller of Garothmdn come to 
meet One). 

IS. May good deeds increase through prayers and words ; may 
sins become utterly annihilated . May the world be good, the 
Heaven be good, at last may the good purity increase, the souls 
come to Garothmdn . Be pure, live long ! 

So may it come as I wish. Good thoughts, etc. Yatlia ahu 
vairyo (21). To Ilim belongs brightness, etc. 

LI. AFERilY GAHANBAR. 

1. Be wholly strength, be wholly pure. May all strength, all 
blessings be present . May the Creator Ormazd possess all 
strength, the Sliming Ormazd, the Majestic Ormazd, and the 
Amshaspands . May the Aderdns and AtesJidns jwsscss all 
strength . May the Fravashis of the pure possess all strength . 
May the good Mazdayacnian Law possess all strength . May the 
good in the seven Keshvars of the cattle possess all strength, who 
are believing according to the law, according to the hind of the 
Paoiryd-tkacshas, and ?vlio are constant in the pure good Mazda - 
ya$nian Law, that with us, that with us .f 

* This word is doubtful. 

t The author of this passage understands by the Seven Keshvars the often-named 
seven divisions, each of which is a world in itself, and separated from the rest. All 
the known land belongs to Qtinira^, and hence comprises only one seventh of the 
world. As Zartusht and his Law were only sent to Quniraf, the faithful in the rest 
of the world cannot be disciples of Zartusht, but are only believers after the way of 
the Paoiryo-tkaeshas: that is, they were created pure by Ormazd, and continue to 
preserve this purity. Hence they Uve according to the Law, but without knowing 
it. They form therefore, as it were, an invisible community with the true Parsecs. 
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2. May there possess all strength and ever be helpful: the 
Ardd-Frohars, the victorious, for whom 1 have accomplished the 
offering, offered the Danins, am offering the Myazda . May all 
this together arrive to the treasury of the Creator Ormazd, the 
shining Ormazd, the majestic Ormazd, and the Amshaspands . 
May strength, might, firmness, activity, victoriousness, come to 
all Frohars of the pure, May all Fravashis of the pure be 
mentioned here . 

3. I pray for the favour, that the good works, the offering 
of the Danins, and the Myazda, the pure giftsf liberality and 
the offering of gifts which shall be given for the rejoicing of the 
pure and every other 'good deed which 1 accomplish among the 
creatures whatever may be their name, may be here done and 
accomplished, to have a share in the good works of the faithful, 
and that they through the acceptance of the Frohars of the pure 
as their property and their satisfaction may arrive at the trea¬ 
sury of the Creator Ormazd, the shining Ormazd, the majestic 
Ormazd . May brightness, increase , continuance, be the reward 
of the offerer (so long as) the water {remains), 

4. May the heavenly Yazatas, the earthly Yazatas, the heavenly 
Time, the Frohars of the pure from Gayomart, to (josios, the 
victorious, the very majestic, the being , having been, about to be, 
the born, unborn, belonging to the region, belonging to other 
regions, the pious 'men and women , not of age and of age, who 
have deceased upon this earth in the faith—all Frohars and souls 
of the same be here mentioned . May the Frohars and souls of 
the same, who are deserving of it, be here mentioned . On those 
of them who set their hope on us have 1 here thought. Let their 
good deeds, their believing offering, their offering of the Myazda, 
be here brought in remembrance, 

14.t Panchacha, etc. In foityfive days have I, Ormazd, 
together with the Amshaspands, producednamely, 1 have 

* In the text Asodaf; that is, a gift, or alms, to a pure person. 

f [So numbered in Spiegel’s translation. It does not appear why the Nos. 5-13 
arc not inserted.] 

+ [That is, “ I have been employed in creating during forty-five days,” ete. The 
same words are repeated at the commencement of the five following verses.] 
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created the heaven and celebrated the Gahafibdr and given to it 
the name G&h Maidhyozaremaya: in the month Ardibihist, on 
the day Daepamihr. Take the time from the day Khor, on the 
day Daepamihr shall the end befi Maidhyozaremaya was the 
time in which I perfected the creation of the heaven , and together 
with the Amshaspands offered Alyazda y and men must do it like¬ 
wise in accordance. Thus all who celebrate the Gahafibdr, or 
perform, or eat, or give, have thereby as much merit as if any 
one in the corporeal world had given a thousand ewes, together 
with lambs, from love towards the purity of pure souls as a pure 
gift to pure men. Again, respecting the jmrity,from love of the 
believing souls (for these are better than the living amongst 
men) t the Avesta bears witness in the Hddoklit, as appears from 
this passage : “ Let one give ewes with young in goodness 
to the pure men for the souls, for the house-companion of 
living beings, Asha-vahista.J But all who do not offer, do not 
perform, do not eat, do not give, they are not worthy to offer 
among the Mazdayacnians ; that is, the Yazatas do not accept 
their offering, and it is also not fitting (that he ofi'cr it) and he 
has from that Gahafibdr on every day \ one hundred and eighty 
Cter sins. 

15. Khshvas Maidhyoshemahe, etc.— In sixty days have I, 
Ormazd, together with the Amshaspands, wrought; that is, I 
have created the Water, celebrated the Gahafibdr and given it the 
name Gdh Maidhyoshtma, in the month Tir, on the day Daepa¬ 
mihr. Take the time from the day Khor, the day Daepamihr 
shall be the last. In which Maidhyoshema was it that I made 
troubled water dear, and together with the Amshaspands offered 
the Myazda, mankind shall also do it in accordance. All , there¬ 
fore, who offer the Gahafibdr, perform, cat or give, have thereby 
as much merit as if in the corporeal world one had given a 

* That is, this Gahafibar is to be celebrated from the eleventh to th t fifteenth day 
(inclusive) of the month Ardibihist. 

f A difficult and obseurc passage. 

X The concluding words of the text are not clear. [Asba-vahista is probably termed 
the housc-eompanion as being the Genius who presided over Fire and cheerfulness.] 

§ That is, until the next Gahanbur, on which only can he first make atonement 
for his sins. 
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thousand female cons together with yearling cakes as a pure 
gift from love of the purity of believing souls. Respecting love 
for the purity of the believing souls, which are better than the 
beings among mankind , the Avesta bears witness, as is clear from 
this passage : Let them give a thousand cows with calves in 
purity and goodness for the souls to the pure men, and the 
house-companion of beings, Asha-vahista. But all who do not 
offer, do not cat, do not give, let one give no heed to their speech, 
amongst the Mazdayacnians : let them hold their words for lies , 
and listen not to what they say. From one GahaTibdr to another 
has he each day a hundred and eighty Cter sins. 

16. Panchacha-haptaitim, etc. In seventy-five days have 1 , 
I who am Ormazd, wrought, together with the Amshaspands: 
1 have created the Earth and celebrated the GahaTibdr and given 
it the name Gdh Paitishahya, in the month Shahrcvar, on the day 
Anerdm, take the time at the day A$tdt, Anerdn shall be the 
last* The Paitishahya was the time in which I made manifest 
the steadfastness of the earth and the water, and, together with 
the Ainshaspands, offered the Myazda, mankind also shall do the 
same in accordance . All, therefore, who offer this GahaTibdr, 
perform, eat and give, they have therefrom as much merit as if 
in the corporeal world one had given a thousand mares with fillies, 
from love towards the purity of the believing souls as a pure gift 
to the pure men. Again, respecting the purity out of love towards 
believing souls, which are better than living men, Jie Avesta bears 
witness in the lludokht, as is clear from this passage: a thousand 
marcs together with fillies let him give in purity and goodness 
for the souls of the pure men, for the house-companion of beings, 
Asha-vahista. But all who do not offer this GahaTibdr, do not 
perform, do not eat, do not give , they pass for babblers amongst 
the Mazdayacpiians, that is, account them amongst the Mazda - 
yapiians for a time as untrustworthy , and accept not what 
they give,—they have from this GahaTibdr to the GahaTibdr + 
every day a hundred and eighty CJter sins. 

* That is, the month Shahrevar, from the 26-30. 

f [That is, to the next Galianbar.] 
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17. Thrigatem, etc. In thirty days have I, I who am Ormazd, 
wrought together with the Amshaspands , I have created the 
Trees, and celebrated the GahaTibdr, and given it the name Gcik 
Ay&thr&ma, in the month Mithra, on the day Anerdn . Take the 
time at the day Aftdit, Anerdn shall be the end* Aydthrema 
was it when I brought forth taste and colour, and the Tires 
according to their different hinds, and with the Amshaspands 
offered the Myazda, mankind shall do the same in accordance . 
All, therefore, who offer this GahaTibdr, perform, eat and give , 
have therefrom so much merit as if in the corporeal world one had 
given a thousand female camels together with their young, from 
love for the purity of believing souls as a pure gift. Again, 
respecting the purity from love towards the believing souls, which 
are better than living men, the Avesta gives witness in the 
Hddohht, as is clear from this passage: a thousand female 
camels with their young let him give with purity for the souls of 
the pure men, for the house-companion of beings, Asha-vahista. 
But all who do not offer this GahaTibdr, do not perform, do not 
eat, do not give, they fill a free beast {with burdens) beyond what 
is fitting amongst the Mazdaya piians, that is, amongst the 
Mazdayapiians scat {them) not upon a beast, he dare not seat 
himself thereupon ,f he has from this GahaTibdr to the {next) 
GahaTibdr every day a hundred and eighty (fter sins. 

18. Astaitim, etc. In eighty days have 1, I who am Ormazd , 
wrought ivith the Amshaspands. 1 have created the Cattle and 
celebrated the GahaTibdr and given it the name Gdh Maidhydirya, 
in the month Dai, on the day Bahrain. Take the time from the 
day Mikr, let the day Bahrdm be the last.% The GahaTibdr 
Maidhydirya was it on which I produced the Cattle offive kinds , 
and with the Amshaspands ofj'ered the Myazda, mankind shall do 
the same in accordance. Therefore all who offer this GahaTibdr, 
perform, cat and give, they have therefrom as much ?nerit as if 

* In the month Mithra, 26-30. 

t In this and the preceding passages the punishment is written in Old Bactrian, 
agreeing with the A ter gun Gahanbar, and accompanied by a translation in Tarsi. 
The latter only is given here. 

J In the month Dai, 16-20. 
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in the corporeal world one had given six thousand herds of all 
kinds from love for the purity of believing souls as a pure gift. 
Again, respecting the love for the purity of the believing souls 
which are better than living beings, the Avesta bears witness in 
the Hddokht , as is clear from this passage: a thousand herds of 
every kind let him give in purity and goodness for the souls of 
the pure men. But all ivho do not offer this GahaTibdr, do not 
perform, do not cat, do not give, they forfeit the blessings of the 
world amongst the Mazdayapiians, that is, all earthly possessions 
which they have are not due to them, and they have from this 
Gahanbdr to the next GahaTibdr every day a hundred and eighty 
Qter sins. 

19. Pancliacha-haptaitim, etc. In seventy-five days have I, 1 
who am Ormazd, wrought together with the Amshaspands. 1 
have created Mankind and celebrated the Gahanbdr and given it 
the name Gdh Ilamafpathmaedaya, in the month Aqpenddrmat, 
in the {day) Vahistdist-Gdh . Take the time at the {day) Ahunavat- 
Gdh, the {day) Vahistdist-Gdh shall be the last* The GahaTibdr 
Hamagpathmaedaya was it on which I created man, created the 
whole creation j* and offered the Myazda with the Amshaspands, 
men shall do the same in accordance . All, therefore, who offer 
this GahaTibdr, perform, eat, give, have therefrom as much merit 
as f in the corporeal world one were to give to all inhabitants of 
the same, warm bread for a year long, and then in wine sweetness 
from joy to one . . . . {?)%as a pure gift out of love towards the 
purity of believing souls. Again, respecting the purity from love 
for the believing souls which are better than living men, the 
Avesta bears witness in the Hddokht, as is clear from this passage: 
All kinds of seeds, according to their greatness, goodness, and 
beauty, let them give in purity and goodness to the pure men, 
out of love for the soul. But all who do not off'er this GahaTibdr, 
do not perform, do not eat, do not give , they forfeit the Mazda- 
yapiian Custom amongst the Mazdayaqnians, that is, they dp not 

* That is, the last five days of the last month. 

t That is, as Auquetil rightly observes, the whole creation was finished on this 
day. 

X The construction is not clear. 
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make confession, and five at last no account . From this GahaTibdr 
to the next GahaTibdr they have every day a hundred and eighty 
(jter sins . 

20. Let the sinless call to him thereupon, let him drive him 
away, let the sinless lay upon him works of atonement, the lord 
upon the subject, the subject upon the lord.* Those who do not 
celebrate the GahaTibdr, they commit the different sins Tanafur 
and Margerzan a hundred-fold, a thousand-fold, ten thousand¬ 
fold, of the breadth of the earth, the length of a river, the height 
of the Sun.f 

21. May this Aferin come to the souls of the lords and the just, 
through the friendship and victoriousness of the Heavenly Lord, 
the great Gdih GahaTibdr N.N.% May it come to the soul of the 
blessed Zartusht, the descendant of (fpitama with pure Frohar , 
who has received this good Mazdaycipiian Law from Ormazd in 
the right way, and brought it hither according to the way of the 
Paoiryo-thaeshas . May the pious who have come hither on 
account of this Myazda, since they have become partakers of 
this Myazda, have received of it, at every step of the twelve 
hundred to the Shining Paradise, meet a soul from Garothmdn . 
Through the arrival here (of the souls of the faithful) may 
merit increase,—through their departure , sins fly away: may the 
world be good, the heaven be good, finally , may purity increase , 
may the souls come to Garothmdn . Be pure, live long . So may 
it come as I pray. Good thoughts, etc. 

LII. PRAYER AT EATING. 

In the Fame of God, the Forgiving , Pardoning, Loving,—the 
Ruler Aliura-Mazda . Here praise 1 now Ahura-Mazda who 
has created the cattle, has created purity, the water and the good 
trees, who created the splendour of light, the earth, and all good. 
Ashem-vohu (3). (Hereupon the person eats and after eating 
prays as follows :) 

Yatha ahu vairyo (2). Ashem-vohu (1). To him belongs 
brightness, etc. A thousand, etc. Come, etc. For reward, etc. 
Ashem-vohu (1). 

* From the Afcrgan Gahanbar. + Cf. Yasht 13, 32. 

X Ilere insert the name of the Gah which is being celebrated. 
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LIIL VAJ-PESHAB. 

{The 'person remains standing three paces from the place of the 
Peskdb and recites ). May sin be smitten a thousand times ! Yatha 
aliu vairyo (1). {After having satisfied the necessity , jmrified 
himself with dry earth and taken hold of the strings of the clothes 
he goes three steps and says:) Ashem-vohu (3). Of the good 
thoughts, words, and works,* etc. (2). May the kingdom belong 
to the Best Ruler,']' etc. (3). Yatha ahu vairyo (4). Ahura 
praise we. Asha-vahista, the fairest Amesha-cpenta praise we. 
Yeiihe-hatahm. Ashem-vohu (1). {The Parsee then washes 
his face and hands and puts on the Kosti .) 

LIY. PRAYER ON RECITING THE ASHEM-VOHU 
TWELVE HUNDRED TIMES. 

In the Name of God Ormazd, the Euler, the Increaser . May 
there increase to great Majesty ; The Ardd-Frohars, may they 
come , Of all my sins repent I with Patet . All wicked thoughts , 
icords, and works, etc . (as in iv.) 

Satisfaction for Ahura-Mazda. Contempt for Ahra-mainyus 
(as it) is the best according to the wills of the v T ell-doers. I 
praise Ashem-vohu. I confess [myself] a Mazdayacnian, a 
follower of Zaratlmstra, devoted to the belief in Ahura, for the 
praise of N. N.J Khshnaothra to Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, 
Majestic, to the Amesha-cpentas, to the Fravashis of the pure, 
the strong, to the tYavashis of the Paoiryo-tkaeshas, to the 
Fravashis of the nearest relations, for praise, adoration; satisfac¬ 
tion, and laud. 

As it is the will of the Lord so let the Zaota say it to me. 
{The Zaota says) : Thus announces the Lord out of purity, let 
the pure wise say : 

Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, praise wc. The Amesha- 
cpentas, the good kings, the wise, praise we. The good, strong, 
holy Fravashis of the pure,’praise we. {Here one p?'ays the 
twelve hundred Ashem-vohii and then speaks in a low voice:) 
Ormazd, Lord , Increaser, etc . (as in vi. 5). 

* Ya<;na xxxv. 4-6. + Ya^na xxxv. 13-15. 

X Here name the Gah in which this prayer is read. 
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Yatha ahu vairyo (2.) Offering, praise, might, strength, 
implore I for Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, for the 
Amesha-gpentas, for the Fravashis of the pure, the strong, 
crowding, for the Fravashis of the Paoiryo-tkaeshas, the Fra¬ 
vashis of the nearest relations. Ashem-vohu (1). To Him. 
belongs brightness, etc. One thousand, etc. Come, etc. For 
reward, etc. Ashem-vohu, etc. 

LY. PRAYER ON RECITING THE YATHA-AHUTAIRYO 
TWELVE HUNDRED TIMES. 

In the Name of God , Ormazd the Ruler , the Incrcascr. 

May the Gdthds increase to great majesty . May the Gdthd 

Ahunavat, the Gdthd Ustavaiti , the Gdthd Cpenta-mainyu , the 

Gdthd Vohii-Khshathrem , the Gdthd Yahistdisti, the Gdthd 

% 

Gdtydbyaf the Ardafrohars come. Of all my sins repent I with 
Patet, All bad thoughts , etc. 

Satisfaction for Ahura-Mazda, contempt for Arira-mainyus, 
(as it) is the best according to the will of the well-doers. I 
praise Ashem-vohu (3). I confess (myself) a Mazdayagnian, a 
follower of Zarathustra, devoted to the belief in Ahura for the 
praise of N. N. Khshnaothra for Ahura-Mazda the Shining, 
Majestic, for the Amesha-gpentas, for the holy Gathas, the lords 
of the times, the pure; the Gatha Almnavaiti, the Gatlm Ustavaiti, 
the Gatha Qpenta-mainyu, the Gatha Vohu-khshathrem, the 
Gatha Yahistoisti, for the Fravashis of the pure, the strong, 
crowding, the Fravashis of the Paoiryo-tkaeshas, the Fravashis 
of the nearest relations for praise, adoration, satisfaction, and 
laud. 

As it is the will of God, etc., say : 

Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, praise we. The Amesha- 
gpentas, the good kings, the wise, praise we. The holy Gathas, 
the pure lords of the times, praise we. The Gatha Ahunavaiti, 
the pure, mistress of purity, praise we. The Gatha Ustavaiti, 
the pure, mistress of purity, praise we. The Gatha Qpenta- 
mainyu, the pure, mistress of purity, praise we. The Gatha 
Vohu Khshathrem, the pure, mistress of purity, praise we. The 

* This Gatha is not mentioned elsewhere. 
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Gatha Yahistoisti, the pure, mistress of purity, praise we. The 
good, strong, holy Fravashis of the pure, praise we. The 
Ahuna-vairya (which) protects the body. 

(Hereupon the Ahuna-vairya is to be spoken twelve hundred 
times , and then in low prayer to be added:) Ormazd , Ruler , 
Increases of mankind , etc . Yatha ahu vairyo (2). Offering, 
praise, might, strength, pray I for Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, 
Majestic, for the Amesha-gpentas, for the holy Gathas, the 
rulers of the times, the pure, for the Gatha Ahunavaiti, for 
the Gatha Ustavaiti/ for the Gatha Qpenta-mainyu, for the Gatha 
Vohu-Khshathrem, for the Gatha Yahistoisti, for the Fravashis 
of the pure, the strong, storming, for the Fravashis of the 
Paoiryo-tkaeshas, for the nearest relations. Ashem-vohu (1). 
To Him belongs brightness, etc. A thousand, etc. Come, etc. 
For reward , etc . Ashem-vohu (1). 

LVI. PRAYER TO PREVENT THE SPORT OF SATAN* 

Of all my sins I repent with Patet . All bad thoughts , etc . 
Satisfaction for Ahura, etc, (as above). I confess (myself), a 
Mazdaya 9 iiian, a follower of Zarathustra, devoted to the belief 
in Ahura for praise, for N. N.; Khshnaothra for Qpenta-armaiti, 
the good bountifulness, with large eyes, created by Mazda, 
pure, for praise, adoration, satisfaction, and laud. 

As it is the Lord’s-will, say : 

The good Qpenta-armaiti praise we. The good liberality, 
gifted with far eyes,+ created by Mazda, pure, praise we. 
Then shall one say to Qpenta-armaiti: 0 Qpenta-armaiti! this 
man give I to thee; give me back again this man at the holy 
Resurrection, acquainted with the Gathas, acquainted with the 
Ya<^na, who has read the Questions, is wise, virtuous, possessing 
the Maiithra as a body. Then give him a name : “ Fire-given,” 
“ Fire-originated,” “ Companion of the Fire,” “ Fire-region,” 
or any other name of those given by Fire. 

Ashem-vohu (1). Yatha ahu vairyo (2). Offering, praise, 
strength, might, devote 1 to the good Qpenta-armaiti, the good 

* Cf. Ycudidacl xviii. 101 ff. t [That is, far-sccing.] 
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liberality, gifted with far eyes, created by Mazda, pure. Asliem- 
vohu. To Him belongs brightness, etc. One thousand, etc. 
Come, etc. For reward , etc* Asliem-vohu (1). 

LVII. LAMP-PRAYER * 

hi the Name of the Lord Ormazd , the Rider , the Lncrcascr. 
May the Fire of Dddydk Adcrfrd increase in great majesty. 
Of all my sins I repent with Patet, All evil thoughts , etc, 
Khshnaothra for Ahura-Mazda. Praise be to thee, 0 Fire (son) 
of Ahura-Mazda, wise, greatest, Yazata Ashermvohu (3). To 
him belongs brightness, etc. A thousand, etc. Come, etc. 
For the reward, etc . Asliem-vohu (1). 

LVIII. DAKIIMA-PRAYER. 

Of all my sins I repent with Patet . Praise to you : the souls 
of the deceased praise we, which are the Fravashis of the pure. 
Asliem-vohu (3). To Ilim belongs brightness, etc. A thou¬ 
sand, etc. Come, etc. For reward , etc . Ashem-volni (1). 
L1X. MOUNTAIN-PRAYER. 

Of all my sins 1 repent with Patet . All mountains praise 
we, endued with pure brightness, with much brightness, created 
by Mazda, pure, lords of purity. Asliem-vohu (3), etc. (as 
in LVIII). 

LX. PRAYER ON BEHOLDING WATER. 

Of all my sms I repent with Patet, Praise be to thee, most 
profitable, Ardvi-gura, pure. Asliem-vohu (3), etc. (as above). 

LXI. PRAYER ON SEEING TREES. 

Of all my sins 1 repent with Patet . Praise be to the Trees, 
the good, created by Mazda, pure. Asliem-vohu (3), (as above). 

LXII. TAN-DURUQTI. 

Health is needful throughout the whole length of life. May 
brightness endure , bound with purity. May the heavenly Ya- 
zatas, the earthly Yazatas , the seven Amshaspands , come hither 
to the shining Myazda, May my prayer arrive. May my ivish 

* The preceding Prayers (lii.-lvi.) bear the name of Vdj, by which is meant that 
they are to be uttered in a low voice : this and the following Prayers (Ivii.-lxi.) are 
entitled JS'amaskur , or Invocations. 
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be fulfilled! May the Zarathustrian Law ever be well . So 
may it be ! 

0 Creator, Ruler! Keep the lords of the world, the whole 
community and N. N.fi together with descendants for a thousand 
years long, keep cheerful, keep in health . So keep them . Keep 
them on the tops of the worthy many years, throughout countless 
periods, pure and continuing . A thousand times a thousand 
benedictions! May the year be prosperous! May the day be 
good, may the month be blessed . Keep pure many years, days, 
months , many, many years long, the Yacna and Nydyish, the 
liberality and the offerings . May health be the portion for all 
good works, may good be present, may well-being be present. So 
be it! In this way may it be. May it be according to the wish 
of the Yazatas and Amshaspands . Asliem-volni (1). 

LXIIL PRAYER AFTER READING THE ORMAZD- 
YASHT. 

0 Ormazd! Thou art the Creator, Ahriman is the uplifter 
of death . I drive away the Daevas and am without doubt in the 
coming of the Resurrection and the last body . Asliem-vohu. 

LXIV. PRAYER AFTER READING THE QROSH- 
YASHT. 

May the holy Qrosh increase to great majesty, may he be 
strong and victorious, jhe helper of souls, the guardian of the 
whole body, the pure amongst the pure, the watcher over days, 
months, and nights . May Qros be the refuge of all Eranians , 
the Pabiryo-tkaeshas, the creatures of the world, the faithful, 
the wearers of crowns, those who have girded on the Kosti, arc 
devoted to Zartusht, the good and pure in the seven Keshvars of 
the earth . Asliem-vobu (3). 

LXV. PRAYER FOR DRIVING AWAY THE DEVIL. 

I break, smite, annihilate your, body, ye I)evs and Drujas, and 
sorcerers and Pairikas, through the Horn and Barsom, and the 
righteous, just law, the good, which has been taught me by the 
Creator Ormazd . Asliem-volm (1). 

* llere mention the name of the person for whom this prayer is made. 


FRAGMENTS. 
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LXVI. CONFESSION OF FAITH. 

The good , righteous, right Religion which the Lord has sent to 
the creatures is that which Zartuslit has brought . The religion 
is the religion of Zartuslit , the religion of Onnazd , given to 
Zartusht. Ashem-vohiL* 


FRAGMENTS. 

1 

1. Allied with Yohu-mano, with Asha-vahista, with Khsha- 
thra-vairya shalt thou announce the praise, the praiseworthy 
speech, with uninterrupted speech, to the men and women of the 
pure Zarathustra. 

2. Speak the words, 0 Zarathustra, for the offering and praise 
of us Amesha-cpuntas, that by thee may be praised the waters, 
praised the trees, praised the Fravashis of the pure, praised the 
heavenly Yazatas and the earthly, the created gifts of the very 
good, the pure.f 

2 . 

1. I confess, etc. Satisfaction for the Fravashi of Thraetaona 
the son of Athwya, the pure. Praise, adoration, satisfaction, 
and laud. As it is, etc. (as in V. Qros-vaj, to let the pure, wise, 
speak). 

2. Thraetaona, the descendant of Athwya, the pure lord of 

purity, praise we. X 

3. Yatha ahu vairyo. Otfering, praise, strength, might, im¬ 
plore I for the Fravashi of Thraetaona, the son of Atlnvya. 
Ashem-vohfi.—To him belongs brightness, etc. 

3. 

1. The Airyama-ishya call I thee, 0 holy, pure, as the greatest 
of all prayers, this as that working on high of all prayers, the 
helpful Airyama-ishyas, it honour (?) the Profitable. 

2. Because I speak this am I Lord over My Own Creation, 
0 holy, I who am Ahura-Mazda. Never will Ahra-mainyus, 
possessing evil law, be Lord over his own creation, 0 Zara¬ 
thustra, holy! § 

* [Here ends the Khordah-Avesta properly so called,—what follows consists merely 
of Frngments.] 

t Or, “ the very good created gifts for the pure.” The passage is somewhat 
difficult. X The rest is corrupt. § Cf. Ya<;na ix. 46. 
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3. Anra-mainyus will be hidden in the earth, in the earth will 
the Daevas hide themselves. Up will the dead arise in living (?) 
bodies, corporeal life will be made. 

1. For Ahura-Mazda, the Shining, Majestic, for the Ameslia- 
cpentas, for strength, the well-created, beautiful, for the victory 
created by Ahura, for the Smiting that comes from above, for 
the acceptableness of the way, for the excellent gold-mine, for 
the mountain Qaokehta, created by Ahura, for all Yazatas. 

2. Ahura-Mazda the Shining, the Majestic, praise w r e. The 
Amesha-gpentas, the good kings, the wise, praise w r e. Strength, 
the well-created, beautiful, praise we. The victory created by" 
Ahura, praise we. The Smiting that comes from on high, we 
praise. The acceptableness of the ways praise we. The Gold¬ 
mine, the excellent, created by Mazda, praise w T e. The moun¬ 
tain Qaekehta, created by Mazda, praise we, and all pure. 

5.+ 

1. I confess, etc. (If it is a single beast, a single animal:)— 
For the Body of the Cow, for the Soul of the Cow, for thine— 
the well-created Cow’s—soul, satisfaction, for praise, adoration, 
contentment, and laud. Y r atha ahu vairyo. 

2. (If there are two :) For the Body of the Cow, for the Soul 
of the Cow, for the souls of ye twain, well-created cows, satis¬ 
faction, etc. Yatha ahu vairyo. 

3. (If there are three, or a whole herd:) For the Body of the 
Cow, for the soul of the Cow, for the souls of ye well-created 
cows, satisfaction, etc. Yatha ahu vairyo. 

64 

1. Satisfaction to the good Waters, to all Water created by 
Mazda, to the great lord, the Navel of the Waters, to'the water 
created by Mazda, to thee, Daughter of Ahura, for praise, 
adoration, satisfaction, and laud. Yatha ahu vairyo. 

2. We praise thee, Ahurian, Daughter of Ahura, with good 
offering and praise, with good offerings, with pious offerings. 
Whilst we wish to satisfy the pure Yazatas and the great lord we 
bring thee out.§ May he sing the Gathas.|| 

* This fragment is identical with part of the Siroza. Cf. also vii. 2. 

f This fragment occurs in a little tract called by Anquetil Vajar-kard. It is to he 
spoken on taking the vessel in which is the water for washing the udders of cattle; 
apparently only when the milk was required for offerings. 

X From the same tract as No. 5. It is to be spoken on taking up the Zauthra , or 
holy water. 

§ Here the water is poured out. 

|| The concluding words appear to belong to another place. 


EXCURSUS 


ON THE 


RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN THE PARSEE RELIGION AND 
CERTAIN PORTIONS OF FREEMASONRY. 


A comparison of the Avesta and the various ceremonies of the 
Parsee religion with some accredited works on Freemasonry has 
shown so many curious points of resemblance between them, 
that Mr. Cama has thought it worth while to set forth the 
principal passages of the kind alluded to in parallel order—the 
extracts from the Dictionary of Freemasonry and those from 
the Avesta and other works, and also the present practice 
of the Parsees, being printed side by side, so that the reader 
may be enabled to judge for himself. Since the Parsee 
religion is, beyond doubt, of far more ancient origin than 
Freemasonry (no matter how great may be the antiquity of 
the latter), it appears highly probable that Freemasonry is 
indebted to the religion of Zarathustra for some of its mystic 
ceremonies. 




EXTRACTS FROM MACKEY’S DICTIONARY OF 
FREEMASONRY* 

1. Ablution.—A purification by water, whereby, in some of the 
higher degrees of Masonry, the candidate is supposed, as in the religious 
systems of antiquity, to he cleansed from the taint of an inferior and 
less pure condition, so as to be prepared for initiation into a higher and 
purer degree. Lustration.—A purification by water. This was an 
indispensable pre-requisite to initiation into all the ancient mysteries. 
The lustration in Freemasonry is mental. No aspirant can be admitted 
to participate in our sacred rites until he is thoroughly cleansed from 
all pollution of guilt. In some of the higher degrees of the ancient 
and accepted rite a lustration or ablution is practised. 

2. Abraxas. — .... It is asserted that Masons conceal, among other 
secret arts in their possession, u the facultye of Abrac.” This is an 

evident allusion to the word Abraxas.It, like the incommunicable 

name of God among the Jews, was supposed to be possessed of magical 

virtues.The deity Abraxas is said to be identical with Mithras 

or the sun. It is a singular coincidence, that Belenus, the deity of the 
Gauls, .... to he identical with Mithras. The seven letters of these 
names, taken according to their numerical value in the Greek language, 
amount exactly to 065, thus :— 


A 

b 

r 

a 

X 

a 

s 


1 

2 

100 

1 

60 

1 

200 

= 365 

M 

i 

t 

h 

r 

a 

s 


40 

5 

10 

9 

100 

1 

200 

— 365 

B 

e 

l , 

i 

n 

u 

s 


2 

8 

30 

5 

50 

70 

200 

=: 365 / 


3. Acacia. —The ancient name of a plant, most of whose species are 
evergreen, and six of which at least are natives of the East. The 
acacia of Freemasonry is* the Mimosa nilatica of Linnams, a shrub 
which grew in great abundance in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem 

.that its evergreen nature, united to other circumstances, is 

intended to remind us of the immortality of the soul.Acacian 

is a term derived from fc/cajda, “innocence,” and signifying a Mason. 


* A Lexicon of Freemasonry, by Albert G. Mackey, M.D., Grand Secretary and 
Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina. Revised by Donald Camp¬ 
bell, S.P.R.S. (Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret), 32nd Degree. London, 1861. 





EXTRACTS FROM THE A VESTA AND OTHER 

WORKS. 

1. Then answered Ahura-Mazda: “Three times let them wash the 
body, three times let them wash the clothes, three times let them recite the 
Gathas.” Yen.F. xii., v. 6. “The (water) well-flowing, well-washing, 
desirable for both worlds.” Yas. xxxviii., y. 9. “I praise the water : 
Ardvl-cjura, the pure, which purifies the seed of all men, which 
purifies the body of all women for deliverjq which grants to all women 
easy deliyeries, which brings to all women fit and suitable milk, the 
great, widely renowned.” Yas. Ixiv., y. 1 and 7 to 11. Ablution and 
purification by water are especially requisite among the Parsees for 
performing religious ceremonies, and also for cleanliness from defile¬ 
ments. “ Cleanliness is next to godliness.” 

2. “ With purity I offer it: to Aliura and Mithra, both great, imperish¬ 
able, pure ; to the stars, the creatures of Cpenta-mainyus; to the star 
Tistria, the brilliant, shining; to the moon, which contains the seed of 
the cattle ; to the bright sun with swift horses, the eye of Ahura- 
Mazda, and to Mithra, the lord of the regions.” Yas. vii., y. 40. “The 
blazing star, or glory in the centre, refers Masons to that grand lumi¬ 
nary the sun, which enlightens the earth, and by its benign influence 
dispenses its blessings to mankind in general. The sun rises in the 
east to open the day, and dispenses light, life, and nourishment to the 
whole creation. The sun in the centre with its diverging rays is an 
emblem of the Deity.” Manual of Freemasonry, by Carlisle, pp. 20, 
25, and 124. See K. A. pp. 5, 6, 8 and 44. 


3. The acacia of the Parsees is the pomegranate tree, or another plant 
called chheenee. They make cord of six threads * of the leaves of the date 
tree to biud Bareqma. “The trees which produce Baretjma praise we.” 
K. A. viii., p. 9. “ I am, 0 Zarathustra, Ilaorna, the pure, who is far 

from death. He (llaoma) is very good when one eats him, and the 
surest for the soul.” Yas. ix., v. 6 and 53. “I praise the earth, the 
expanded, broad, efficacious, patient, thy mother, 0 pure Haoma.” 
Yas. x., v. 8. . . . “The preparation and consecration of the Haoma or 
Horn, which was the juice of a certain mountain plant, and held in the 
highest veneration as being the emblem of immortality.” Introduction 
to Yispered and Ya<jna, p. 3. 


* Or, fibres. 
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4. All-seeing Eye. —Reminds us of that superintending Providence 
who knows the most secret thoughts of our hearts, and rewards us 
according to our merits. 

5. Apron.— The lambskin or white leather apron is the badge of a 

Mason, and the first gift bestowed by the Master upon the newly 
initiated apprentice.By the whiteness of its colour, and the inno¬ 

cence of the animal from which it is obtained, we are admonished to 
preserve that blameless purity of life and conduct which will alone 
enable us hereafter to present ourselves before the Grand Master of the 

universe, unstained with sin and unsullied with vice.In Persia, 

in the mysteries of Mithras, the robes of investiture were the girdle, on 
which were depicted the signs of the Zodiac, the Tiara, the White 
Apron, and the Purple Tunic. 


6. Chain Mystic —To form a mystic chain is for the brethren to 

make a circle, holding each other by the hands, as in surrounding a 
grave, etc. 

7. Cock. — .... The cock we know was a symbol among the early 
Christians, and is repeatedly to be found on the tombs in the catacombs 
of Rome. Hence I am on further reflection induced to believe that we 
should give a Christian interpretation to the jewel of a Knight Templar* 
as symbolic of the resurrection. 

8. Cross Legged. —It was an invariable custom in the middle ages, 
in laying out the body of a Knight Templar after death, to cross one leg 

over the other.When, in the sixteenth century, a portion of the 

Knight Templars of Scotland united themselves with a masonic lodge 
at Stirling, they were' commonly known by the name of the Cross- 
legged Masons. 7 

9. Ear of Corn. — This was among all the ancients an emblem of 
plenty. . . . Com is one of the masonic elements of consecration. 

10. Expulsion. — .... A Mason who is a bad man is to the 

fraternity what a mortified limb is to the body, and should be treated 
with the same mode of cure—he should be cut off, lest his example 
spread, and disease be propagated through the constitution. 


Which is a cock. 
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4. “ All-observing,” is the seventeenth name of God. See K. A. p. 22. 
“ Yot to be deceived is Ahura, the All-knowing.” Yas. xliv. 4, v. 5. 
“Zarathustra asked Ahura-Mazda : All-wise Ahura-Mazda.” Yen. F. 
xix., v. G7. 

5. To thee (0 Haoma) has Ahura-Mazda first brought the girdle 
studded with stars, prepared iu heaven according to the good 
Mazdaya^nian law.” Yas. ix., v. 81. The Parsecs invest their 
children of both sexes, at the age of seven,* with a white cotton 
shirt of nine joints, having a small bag in the centre hanging on the 
chest; and a girdle of white wool, made of seventy-two threads f first 
divided into twelve parts of six threads each—it is the function of the 
priestesses to weave such girdles. This investiture must be worn by 
Parsecs night and day till death, the times for bathing and changing 
the shirt for a clean one, and taking a new girdle, only excepted. 
“The pocket in the middle is intended to keep the keys of the plans in 
Irish Master’s Degree.” Manual of Freemasonry, by Carlisle, p. 273. 

6. The Parsee priests, on the day of a great feast, after finishing all 
other prayers, stand in a circle, holding each other by the hands, and 
recite the Atas Yyayis. 

7. This bird (the cock) lifts up his voice at every godly morning 
dawn: “Stand up, ye men, praise the best purity, destroy the Daeva.” 
Yen. F. xviii., v. 36 and 37. “Blessed art thou, 0 Lord our God! King 
of the universe, who grantest to the cock understanding to distinguish 
between day and night.” (Jewish prayer.) The Parsees do not eat a 
cock after it has begun to erow.| 

8. The Parsees, with a very few exceptions, carry their dead bodies 
cross-legged. 


9. “When there are thick ears of corn, then the Daevas fly.” 
Yen. F. iii., v. 108. “With an uplifted Draona, or one not uplifted.” 
Yen. F. v., v. 75. 

10. “ Creator! If it is a pernicious, bad two-legged being, a very 

noxious and impure one.” Yen. F, v., v. 113. “ When one of the seed 

(kindred) dies, who has another faith, another opinion, how many of the 
creatures of Cpenta-mainyus does he defile directly, how many indirectly? 
Then answered Ahura-Mazda: (He is) like the lizard whose moisture 
is dried up, who has been dead more than a year. For (only) living, 

* Seven years is the emblematic age of the Master Mason. Mackey's Lexicon, p. 13. 

f That is, single threads or filaments. 

J Its crowing awakes and convinces ns that what we saw in sleep was nothing but 
a dream, and in like manner when we die we shall know that the corporeal world was 
the same. Hence the cock is the symbol of the resurrection. 
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11. Faith. — .... Faith may be lost in sight; Hope ends in 
fruition; but Charity extends beyond the grave, through the boundless 
realms of eternity. 


12. Feast Annual.— The convocation of the craft togcthor at an 

annual feast, for the laudable purpose of promoting social feelings, and 
cementing the bonds of brotherly love by the interchange of courtesies 
is a time-honoured custom, which is still, and, we trust, will ever be 
observed. 

13. Five. —One of the sacred numbers of Freemasonry.Among 

Freemasons, five is more particularly symbolical of the five orders of 
architecture, and the five human senses,** but still more especially of 
the five points of fellowship. 


14. Genuflection. —Bending the knees has, in all ages of the world, 
been considered as an act of reverence and humility .... and Masons 
use the same posture iu some portions of their ceremonies as a token of 
solemn reverence. 

15. Innovation. —Nothing is more offensive to the true Mason than 
any innovations on the ancient usages and customs of the order. It is in 
consequence of this conservative principle that Masonry, notwithstand¬ 
ing many attempts have been made to alter, or, as it was supposed, to 

amend it, still remains unchanged now, as it has always been. 

Modern Masons is the most opprobrious epithet that can be ^applied to 
a Masonic body. 

16. Knight of tiie East.— This is a very interesting degree. . . . Cyrus, 
King of Persia, was a great conqueror, and after having reduced nearly 
all Asia, lie crossed the Euphrates, and laid siege to Babylon, which he 
took by diverting the course of the river which ran through it. The 
Jews, who had been carried away by Nebuchadnezzar, on the destruc¬ 
tion of the temple, were then remaining as captives in Babylon. These 
Cyrus released, a.m. 34GG, or b.c. 538, and sent them back to Jerusa¬ 
lem to rebuild the house of God, under the care of Joshua, Zcrabbabel, 
and Haggai. The council chamberf is illuminated by seventy-two lights 
iu memory of seventy-two years of captivity, and also for another reason. 


* Seeing, hearing, feeling, smelling, and tasting. 


f Of this degree. 
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0 holy Zarathustra, the deadly snake, the two-footed, very noxious and 
unclean (defiles).” Yen. F. xii., v. 63-66. 

11. It is customary with the Parsees to contribute to Charitable Insti¬ 
tutions on the third day after the death of a friend or relation, for his 
soul, believing that the soul passes on the bridge Chinvat on the fourth 
morning dawn.* “ Come to our offering, (0 Mithra) accept our alms, 
accept the offered gifts, carry them together to the gathering-place 
(Chinvat), lay them down in the place of praise (Garo-nemana).” 
K. A. Mihr Yasht c. 8, v. 32, p. 60. 

12. All the lords, the very great, praise we : the days, daytimes, 
monthly feasts, yearly feasts, years. Yas. vi., v. 50. The Parsees have 
grand feasts many times in a year, to which the whole male community 
is invited, where rich and poor meet together, and partake of veiy 
simple but substantial food. These Festivals, at which they do not eat 
animal food, are called Gahambar Feasts. 

13. “Five things acceptable, five displeasing, and five rejoice the 
earth.” Yen. F. iii. “ Five sins of commission.” Yen. F. xv. “ To five 
I (Haoma) belong, to five I belong not.” Yas. x., v. 45. “ That will 
I ask Thee, tell me the right, 0 Ahura! Thy fivefold precept, 0 
Mazda.” Yas. xliii., v. 8. The Gahambars consist of five days each, and 
the daytimes are five.f 

14. “The aspirant was taught to kneel before the pot of incense.” 
Manual of Freemasonry, p. 196. Mark Master’s Degree. The Parsees 
also kneel in their church, and at home before the fire. 

15. “In order to preserve our ceremonies from the hand of innova¬ 
tion, it is essentially necessary that every officer should be thoroughly 
acquainted with them, and that a firm determination should exist 
among the craft to admit no change .” Masonic Manual, published in 
America.]; The Parsees in general have strictly adhered to their 
time-honoured customs. 

16. “ Eloah, Adonai, Jehovah,Jashe, Job, Elohim, Ecliad, Ozze, and 
Jesai. The nine words are composed of letters which compose seventy- 
two names, and are taken from the name of the Divinity, according to 
the angels’ alphabet and the cabalistical tree.” Manual of Freemasonry, 
p. 221. Secret Master’s Degree. The Ya<;na has seventy-two chapters. 
The girdle, or kusti, of Parsees has seventy-two threads. The names 
of God iu the Ormazd-Yasht are seventy-two. K. A. pp. 22 and 23. 
“. . . . lighted with seventy § lamps, to represent seventy § years of 
the captivity of the Jews.” Manual of Freemasonry, p. 281. But here 
a little mistake in the figures seems to have been committed, as the 

* Yen. F. xix., v. 89-97. t Sec Notes to Yas. i., v. 7, p. 30. 

X See on this subject Yen. F. ix., verses 1-6, 172-181, and 187-196; and note to 
v. 181, p. 90, and Yen. F. xviii., verses 1-13. 

§ Not seventy-two. 
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17. Light. —Light was the object, and its attainment the end, of all 

the ancient mysteries.In Persian rites the Divine Lights were dis¬ 
played before the aspirant at the moment of illumination.The 

Persians consecrated fire, as containing the principle of light, and the 
Druid worshipped the sun as its eternal source.Masons remem¬ 

bering that they are brought out of darkness into light, are admonished 
to let the light which is in them so shine before all men, that their 
good works may be seen, and the great fountain of that light be 
glorified. 

18. Mason, Derivation of .Some have derived them from the 

Persian Magi, or disciples of Zoroaster. 

19. Mopses. —In 1738, Pope Clement XII. had issued a bull condemn¬ 
ing and forbidding the practice of the rites of Freemasonry. Several 
brethren in the Catholic States of Germany .... formed in 1740, under 

the name of Mopses .The title is derived from the German word 

mops , signifying a young mastiff, and was indicative of the mutual 
fidelity and attachment of the brethren, these virtues being character¬ 
istic of that noble animal. 

20. Morality of Freemasonry. — .... Requires us to deal justly 
with others; not to defraud, cheat, or wrong them of their just dues and 
rights. Rut it goes farther : regarding all as the children of one great 
father, it regards man as bound by piety, masonic morality, and fraternal 
bonds, to minister to the wants of the destitute and afilicted; and that 
we may be enabled to^fulfil this high behest of humanity, it strictly 
enjoins industry and frugality, that so our hands may ever be filled 
with the means of exercising that charity to which our hearts should 
ever dispose us. 


21. Xine. —If the number three is sacred among Masons, the number 
nine, or three times three, is scarcely less so. The Pythagoreans, 
remarking that this number has the power of always reproducing itself 
by multiplication—(thus 2 x 9 = 18 ; 3x9 = 27 ; 4 x9 = 36 ; 5 X 9=45; 
G x 9=54 ; 7x9 = G3; 8 x 9=72 ; and 9 X 9 = 81,)*—consider it as an 
emblem of matter, which, though continually changing its form, is 
never annihilated. It was also consecrated to the spheres, because the 
circumference of a sphere is three hundred and sixty degrees, and three 

* Add each product and the amount will also be nine. 
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three numbers, 37, 23, and 12, taken together make seventy-^o, not 
seventy (shepherds). Book of Enoch, p. xxxii. 

17. 11 Worshipful Master to the Aspirant—Raving been kept a con¬ 

siderable time in a state of darkness, what, in your present situation, is the 
most predominant wish of your heart? Aspirant would answer—Light.” 
Manual of Freemasonry, p. 8. First Degree. “I do that which others 
have done before, what appears worthy in the eyes through Yohu- 
mano, by the light, by the sun, the day of the morning, to your praise, 
Asha, Mazda Ahura ! ” Yas. xlix., v. 10, p. 114. “ Shining inwardly 

with its own light, starlike outwardly.” Yas. lvi., e. 9, v. 4, p. 124. 
The Parsees have a light at childbirth, near the dead bodies, at the 
sepulchre, and on the occasion of other ceremonies. 

18. Freemasons in India do not admit Daeva worshippers into their 
craft. The Disciples of Zoroaster were opponents of the Daevas. See 
the beginnings of all Chapters in the Khordah Avesta. 

19. “ Which (the dog) every morning at the rising of the sun 
comes forth as a thousand-slayer of Anra-mainyus.” Yen. F. xiii., v. 5. 
“Thither comes the beautiful, well-created, swift, and well-formed (soul). 
Accompanied by a dog.” Yen. xix., v. 98 and 99. “The dog represents 
the unknown person, or good citizen, who conducted the nine elect to 
the retreat of the murderers of Hiram Abiff.” Manual of Freemasonry, 
pp. 256 and 261. Xine Elected Knights' Degree. The Parsees ex¬ 
hibit their dead bodies to a dog.* 

20. “Who to a lending man does not pay back the debt; is a thief 

of the loan, a robber of what is lent to him ; Creator! how many are 
these thy Mithras (i.e. contracts) Ahura-Mazda ? Then answered 
Ahura-Mazda : Six, 0 pure Zarathustra.” Yeu. F. iv., v. 1, 2, 4 and 5. 
“For the Mithra (contract) is for both, for the wicked as well as for 
the pure.” K. A. p. 57, v. 2. (For the wants, see the word Relief.) 
“Always thou (who dost not cultivate this earth) standest there, going 
to the doors of other.s to beg for food. Always they bring food to you 
thou who beggest lazily out of doors.” Yen. F. iii., v. 93, 94. “ For 

Ahura-Mazda does not throw away even things of the smallest value; 
not of the value of a thread; not even so much in value as a single 
reel throws off in quantity.” Yen. F. v., v. 168 to 170. The Parsecs 
dress their dead bodies in the oldest white clothes. 

21. “Thereupon the serpent Ahra-mainyus, who is full of death, made, 

in reference to me, nine sicknesses, and ninety and nine hundred and 
nine thousand, and ninety thousands.” Yen. F. xxii., v. 6.j* “ Xine sorts 
of male horses, nine sorts of male camels, nine sorts of male horned 
cattle, nine sorts of male small cattle, brought the desirable Airyama.” 
Yen. F. xxii., v. 54 to 57. “ Xine sorts of willows brought he, he drew 

nine circles.” Yeiulidad, last verse. The Parsees' white shirt has nine 

* Veil. F. viii., note 7, p. SO ; and F. xiii., v. 21-25. 
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and six and nought are equal to nine. In Freemasonry nine derives its 
value from its being the product of three multiplied into itself, and con¬ 
sequently in masonic language the number nine is always denoted by 
the expression three times three; for a similar reason, twenty-seven, 
which is three times nine, and eighty-one, which is nine times nine, 
are esteemed as sacred numbers in the higher degrees. Nine was called 
by Pythagoras perfect or finished , because nine months is the period 
required for the perfeetiou of a human being in the womb before birth. 

22. Numbers. —The mystical meaning and divine virtue of numbers 
form an important part of the philosophy of Pythagoras, and from 

him have been transmitted to the masonic system of symbolism. 

In numbers, Pythagoras saw the principle gf all things; he believed 
that the creation of the world was produced by their harmonious com¬ 
bination, and that they existed before the world. For further observa¬ 
tions on some of these numbers, see in this work the words, three, five, 
seven, and nine. One, the Monad, represented the central fire, or God, 
without beginning and without end, the point within the circle . 


23. North. —The north is masonieally called a place of darkness. The 
sun, in his progress through the ecliptic, never reaches farther than 
23° 28' north of the equator. A wall being erected on any part of the 
earth farther north than that will, therefore, receive the rays of the 
sun only on its south side, while the north will be entirely in shadow 
at the hour of meridian. 

24. Pomegranate. —The pomegranate, as an emblem, was known to 
and highly esteemed by the nations of antiquity .... (which) is added 
another to the many already existing proofs of the antiquity, as well as 
the beauty, of our beloved order. 


25. Pot of Incense. —The “ sweet smelling savour” of fragrant herbs 
has, among all nations and modes of worship, been considered an 
acceptable offering in sacrifice to the Deity, as an evidence of the 
desire of the worshipper to honour and please the object of his adora¬ 
tion.Hence the pot of incense, with a view to remiud us of this 

truth, has been adopted as an emblem in the third degree. 
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joints. The Draona which they prepare for consecration has nine 
marks, three in each row. Certain of their religious performances 
called Barela last for nine nights in three equal parts, the place of 
which has nine circles; they apply the cow urine with a spoon joined 
to a stick of nine knots.* The sieve for sifting Haoma has nine holes. 
After deducting the last five days of Gathas, the remaining three hun¬ 
dred and sixty days of the year make also nine. Even their secret 
name among themselves is “Xuv,” or nine (and the ceremony of 
Investiture is called Kuvjote , or “Light of Nine.” 

22. “ (The words) which Qpenta-mainyus (i.e. Ahura-Mazda) created, 

he created in the infinite time.” Yen. F. xix., v. 33. “ Then answered 

Ahura-Mazda : This portion of the Ahuna-vairya it was, 0 holy Zara- 
thustra, which I have taught thee: (as being) before the heaven, 
before the water, before the fire, son of Ahura-Mazda, before the pure 
man, before the Daevas who are of perverted soul, and before mankind, 
before the whole corporeal world, before all the good things created by 
Mazda, which have a pure origin.” Yas. xix., v. 4 and 5.f “ Who 

(Craosha) first bound together to Bare^ma, three twigs, five twigs, 
seven twigs, nine twigs.” Yas. lvi., e. 2, v. 2 and 3. “ The lights 

without a begiuning we praise.” K. A. p. 18, v. 6. “The endless 
time we praise.” 3v. A. vii., p. 7. 

23. From the north region, from the north regions, rushed forth Aiira- 

raainyus, he who is full of death, the Daeva of the Daevas.” Yen. F. 
xix., v. 1. “ The wind which comes straight from the north runs away, 

the wind which comes straight from the north is utterly undone.” 
K. A. p. 29, c. 9. “ Will at the rising of the sun smite the north 

region.” K. A. p. 31, c. 9. 

24. “Pomegranates, from the exuberance of their seed, denote plenty. ” 
Manual of Freemasonry, p. 50. Fellow-craft’s Degree. “Eat, ye men, 
of this Myazda, ye who arc worthy of it, through purity and piety.” 
Yas. viii., v. 4. Amongst the Parsees the Pomegranate is essentially 
necessary in the Myazda of Afringan. Its grains are thrown on tin' 
head of the child, accompanied with blessing, by the priest, at the time 
of investiture, and they are also squeezed into the mouth of the dying 
person. Its twigs are required for the Bareqma and the wood for fire. 

25. “ . . . . They (angels) admonish each other not to quench the fire; 

they are supported by the mighty strength of him whose divine pre¬ 
sence is as fire. Thou art the holy One who is as consuming fire.” 

Extracts from sublime Poem in Jewish Prayer. “ The office of the 
High Priest is to burn incense to the honour and glory of the Most 
High.” Manual of Freemasonry, p. 75. Master Mason’s or Third 
Degree. “ There I beheld choice trees, particularly those which produce 
the sweet smelling drugs.” Book of Enoch, cxxviii., v. 2. “ They 

shall fumigate the dwelling with .... and all kinds of sweet smelling 

* Yen. F. is., verses 40-42. f See Yas. xix., verses 44-58, and Yas. xx. 
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26. Processions. — . . . . The brethren in a masonic procession always 
walk two and two. They should be dressed in proper masonic costume 
which is a suit of black, white shoes and white stockings, white gloves, 
and white leather aprons. The aprons must be of lamb’s skin. 

27. Qualifications of Candidates. —Are of three kinds—mental, 

moral, and physical. Of sane mind, shall be no 11 irreligious libertine,” 
of twenty-one years old or more, free born, of able body and “ of limbs 
whole as a man ought to be. 1 ^ Another important moral qualification 
is that the candidate must come of his “own free will and accord.” 
Masonry does not delight in proselytism. 


28. Belief. —Of the philanthropic tendency of Masonry abundant 

evidence is afforded in every country in which a lodge exists. Its 
charities are extended to the poor and destitute, to the widow and the 
orphan, with a liberal hand; and its numerous institutions for improv¬ 
ing the physical and moral condition of the human race prove that 
“Brotherly Love, Belief, and Truth,” are not the mere idle and un¬ 
meaning language of a boastful motto, but the true and guiding prin¬ 
ciples of our association. 

29. Bight Hand. — . . . The joining of the right hands was esteemed 
among the Persians and Parthians as conveying a most inviolable 

obligation of fidelity.A fact which will account for the important 

station which it occupies among the symbols of Freemasonry. 

30. Secrecy. —The objection which has been urged against Free¬ 
masonry on the ground of its secret character is scarcely worthy of serious 

refutation.The traditions and esoteric doctrines of our order are 

too valuable and too sacred to be permitted to become the topic of con¬ 
versation for every idler who may desire to occupy his moments of 
leisure in speculating upon subjects which require much previous study 
and preparation to qualify the critic for a ripe and equitable judgment. 


31. Six Periods, the Grand Architects. —“The Grand Architects, six 
periods,” is an expression used by Masons to designate the six days of 
the creation. 
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trees.” Yen. F. viii., v. 7. The Parsecs fumigate their dwellings twice 
every day, at the dawn and the dusk, and for almost all kinds of 
ceremonies, and at the places of prayers, they have a pot of incense. 

26. “Nowhere shall asingle (man) earry a dead body.” Yen. F.iii., v. 44. 
“ Two men shall take him (the dead) up—pure and strong ones.” Yen.F. viii. 
v. 25. Parsees follow their dead in proeessiontwoamltwo, every pair hold¬ 
ing a handkerchief between them; all wearing a long coatof white muslin. 

27. “ I deny rule to the bad, wicked, wandering in error, evil-witting 

Daevas; the most lying of beings, the most wicked of beings, the most 
reprobate of beings.” Yas. xiii., v. 14 and 15. “ No teeth exceeding the 

due proportion; no stature exceeding the due proportion of the body; 
no other tokens which are the tokens of Anra-mainyus, which he has 
made amongst men.” Y. F. ii., v. 84 to 86 ; also K. A., p. 40, notef. 
The Parsees observe the qualifications for their priests only, and they 
are even reluctant to admit others into their sect. 

28. “Accomplish here good deeds; afford help to the helpless.” Yis. 

xviii., v. 4 and 5. “With purity and good-mindedness will I support your 
poor.” Yas. xxxiv., v. 5. “ And the kingdom (we give) to Ahura when 
we offer succour to the poor.” K. A. p. 1, ii., v. 3. “ Charity which 

feeds the poor praise we.” K. A. xviii., p. 26, v. 7. The Parsecs’ 
eharity is proverbial; they provide for their poor, there is no beggar 
amongst them; they contribute largely for the support of persons of 
other professions and of foreign countries: there is no earthly law to 
force them to such benevolent acts. 

29. “Creator! with how much does the contract when broken affect 
which is committed by the joining hands? Then answered Alnira-Mazda: 
With six hundred similar punishments which it brings upon the nearest 
relations.” Y. F. iv., v. 26 and 27. In a Parsee marriage, bridegroom 
and bride join their right hands. 

30. “ Yiolation of secrecy to have my (apprentice’s) throat cut across, 

my tongue torn out by the root, and my body buried in the sand of the 
sea at low water mark.” Manual of Freemasonry, p. 8. “ Obligations for 
seeond and third degrees are still more severe, and all equivalent to 
signing one’s own death-warrant. “ Zarathustra! mayest thou teach this 
Manthra to none other than the father, or the son, or the whole brother, 
or the Athrava possessed of nourishment, who will order all circles as a 
believer not erring.” Iv. A. xx., p. 31, v. 10. “ The good purity whieh 

the pure knows. May the bad not know it; may we not procure that 
he may surpass, neither with thoughts, nor with words, nor with works. 
At no time may he attain to it.” Yis. xxv., v. 3 and 4. The Parsees do 
not admit those of another creed into their church and eeremonies. 

31. “ (I keep) pure the six powers : thought, speech, work, memory, 
mind, and understanding.” K. A. p. 15, e. 5. Among Parsees the six 
periods of creation are six Gahambars, each of five days.* 

* See notes to Vis. i., v. 2 to 7 p. 7. 
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32. Square. —The square is an angle of ninety degrees, or fourth part 
of a circle. It is one of the working tools of a fellow-craft, and the 

distinctive jewel of the master of a lodge.An adjustment of 

Masons can only be preserved by a constant application of the square 
of morality. 

33. Symbol. —A sensible image used to express an occult but analogical 

signification. Almost all the instructions given in Masonry is by 
symbols. Such was also the case in the ancient mysteries. 

34. Thirty-third degree or Supreme Council of Grand Inspectors 

General.Not more than one Supreme Council can exist in each 

nation. . . . 

35. Three. —One of the sacred numbers of Freemasonry. Three was 
considered among all the Pagan nations as the chief of the mystical 
numbers, because, as Aristotle remarks, it contains within itself a 
beginning, a middle, and an end. Hence we find it designating some 

of the attributes of almost all the Gods.In the rites of Mithras, 

the Empyrean was said to be supported by three intelligences—Ormazd, 
Mithra, and Mithras. The thunder-bolt of Jove was three-forked, the 
sceptre of Neptune was a trident; Cerberus, the dog of Pluto, was 
three-headed. There were three Fates, and three Furies. The Sun 
had three names—Apollo, Sol, and Liber; and the Moon three also— 
Diana, Luna, and Hecate. 

36. Trutii. —Truth is one of the three principal tenets of our order, 
Brotherly Love and Belief being the other two. To be “true and 
trusty ” is one of the first lessons in which the aspirant is instructed. 
. . . . Truth alone is immutable and eternal; it is the attribute of 
Him in whom there is no variableness nor shadow of changing. 

37. White. —One of the emblematic colours of Masonry, which is pre¬ 
served in the apron and gloves with which the initiate is invested. It 
is a symbol of innocence and purity. The white investiture, as may 
be seen throughout this work, was a part of the ceremonies of all the 
ancient mysteries. 

38. Woman. —The objection so often made by the fair sex, that they 
are most nngallantly refused entrance into our order, and a knowledge of 
our secrets, is best answered by a reference to the originally operative 
character of our institution. That woman is not admitted to a par¬ 
ticipation in our rites and ceremonies is .most true. But it is not be¬ 
cause we deem her unworthy or unfaithful, or deny her the mind to 
understand, or the heart to appreciate our principles; but simply 
because, in the very organisation of Masonry, man alone can fulfil the 
duties it inculcates, or perform the labours it enjoins. 
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32. The Farsees have short sleeves to their shirt, so arranged that 
their joints would appear like squares. 


33. “ The sign of sympathy or sorrow is given by bending the head a 
little forward, and by striking the right hand gently on the forehead.” 
Manual of Freemasonry, p. 71. Third or Master Mason’s Degree. 
It is exactly a Parsee’s salutation. 

34. “ I invite and announce to: all the lords who are lords of purity : 
the thirty-three nearest who are round about Havana.” Yas. i., v. 33. 
“May the three and thirty Amshaspands and Ormazd be victorious and 
pure. ” K. A. iii., p. 1. 

35. “ The first of three we praise, the three first we praise, three the 

first of all we praise, those to be spoken without fault, without negli¬ 
gence.” Yis. xv., v. 4 to 6. “ I lay hold on all good thoughts, words, and 
works. I abandon all evil thoughts, words, and works.” Yas. xii., v. 2 
and 3. “ All good thoughts, words, and works lead to Paradise. All 

evil thoughts, words, and works lead to hell.” K.A. xiii., v. 3 and 4, p. 14. 
‘ His (Zoroaster’s') great axiom, so full of intelligence, was that—‘ the 

highest Trinity (Dn'gu) is Thought, Y T ord, Deed.’ These three he 
considers to be pure in the pure, evil in the evil: from the thought 
emanates the word, from the two together the deed.” Eunsen and 
Haug on the Zend account. The Kusti goes three times round the 
waist, and it has three tassels to each end.* 

36. The love of the Parsees for truth is recognized by all the ancient 
writers, particularly Herodotus, Xenophon, and Plato. The A vesta 
abounds in passages directed against falsehood. See especially the 
Mihr-Yasht. 

37. The dress of the Parsee priests and that of a corpse and its 
bearers is entirely white ; the latter have a white pouch to cover their 
hands; the shirt and girdle are white. And almost all their rites are 
performed in a white dress. “Purity is the best good. Prosperity, 
prosperity is to him, namely, to the best pure in purity.” K. A. 1, p. 1. 
“To this (Mithra’s) chariot are yoked four white horses .... white, 
a similitude of the Mazdaya^nian law.” K. A. p. 71, verses 123-126. 

38. “ Blessed art thou, 0 Lord, our God ! King of the Universe, who 

hast not made me a woman. (The woman says): Blessed, etc., who hath 
made me according to his will.” Jewish prayer. “ The Fravashis of the 
pure men praise we. The Fravashis of the pure women praise we.” 
Yis. xix., v. 6. “ Thou art our lluler, possessed of the good kingdom, 


♦ For further, see K. A. p. 4, note ♦. 
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for men as well as for women.” Yas. xli., v. 4. “ The good men and 

women of the whole world of purity praise I. Of the being, the 
having been, the about to be.” Yas. li., v. 1 and 2. “ The pure woman 
we praise, who especially thinks good, speaks good, does good, lets 
herself be ruled well, obeys the master, the pure.” K. A. xvi. 4, 
p. 20, v. 9. 
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Aban-Yasht, iii.32. See also Ardvi-yura. 
Adarbdt-Maliresfand, i. 38, Note 9 . 
Aeshma, i. 93, ii. 57, iii. 67. 

Aethrapaiti, ii. 79. 

Aferin Paigambar Zartusht, iii. 140. 

-of the Seven Amshaspands, iii. 

176. 

-Gahanbar, iii. 179. 

-Rapithwina, iii. 144. 

Afrigun Gatha, iii. 143. 

Ahunavaiti Gatha, ii. 81. 

Ahuna-vairya (the Prayer) i. 95, ii. 68, 
iii. 3. 

Ahura-Mazda, Daughter of, ii. 134 ; Fra- 
vashi of, i. 139, ii. 75, iii. 90; Names 
of, iii, 21. 

Airvama, Airyema (ishya), i. 146, 152, 

ii, 119, iii. 26. 

Airyana-vaeja, i. 3, ii. 52, iii. 41, etc. 
Aiwi^ruthrema, Gah, ii. 30, Note 4 , 

iii. 18. 

Amesha-^pentas, ii. 29, Note 1, and pas¬ 
sim. See also Amshaspands-Yasht. 
Amshaspands Yasht, iii 25. 

Anahita. See Ardvi-^ura. 
Arira-mainyus, passim. 

Apahm-napat. See Navel of the Waters. 
Ardvi-<pira, i, 58, ii. 131, iii. 32. See 
also Aban-Yasht. 

Asha-vahista, ii. 128, iii, 3. 

Ashem-vohu, Translation of the Prayer, 
iii. 3. 

Ashi-Yasht, iii. 118. 

Ashi-vafmhi, i. 142, ii. 15, iii. 51. 

Astad Yasht, iii. 124. 

Ass, the three legged, ii. 100. 
Atas-behram-nyayis, iii. 11. 

Athrava, ii. 53. 

Ayathrema, Gahanbar, iii. 183. 
Azhi-dahaha. See Dahaka. 

Bahram-Yasht, iii. 103. 

Baretpna, ii, 3. 

Bird, iii. 5. 

Bull, Soul of the, ii. 29-30, Note 2 . 


Bushyan^ta, i. 128, iii. 139. 

Chinvat, the Bridge, i. 141, 142, ii. 13, 
14, Note 3 , iii. 15. 

Cock, the, i. 128, iii. 197. 

Cow-urine prayer, iii. 3. 

Cow, ii. 26, 83, iii. 192. 

Cultivation of Land, merit of, i. 23, 24. 

Dahaka, ii. 51, iii. 34, 35. 

Dakhmas, i. 22, 62, 63. 

Dakhma-Prayer, iii. 189. 

Diu-Yasht, iii. 116. 

Dogs, treatment of, etc., i. 102 ff. 

Druklis passim , Drukhs-Naeus especially, 
i. 74 tf, 84 if. 

Drva<jpa, iii. 53 ff. 

Earth, things pleasing and displeasing to, 

Eating, prayer at, iii. 185. 

Fire, five kinds of, ii. 67. 

Fraiirace, Frahra^yana, ii. 61, iii. 55. 
Fravashi, Farvardiu-Yasht, iii. 80. 

Gahs, translation of, iii. 16 ff. 

Gahanbars, ii. 7, Note 2 , iii. 181-185. 
Gandarewa, the golden-heeled, iii. 35, 98. 
Gaokerena, the tree, i. 145. 

Gathas, the, ii. 81 ff. 

Girls, iii. 101. 

Gayo-marathan, ii. 64. 

Golden-vessels, how to purify, i. 65. 
Gosh-Yasht, iii. 53. 

Hama^pathmaedaya, Gahanbar, iii. 184. 
Ilabma, Horn-juice, etc., ii. 4, 50 tf. 
Hapto-iriiTga, iii. 46, 79. 

House, the ever-profiting, iii. 148. See 
also Mi^vana. 

Havani, Gah, iii. 16. 

Heaven, Fravashi of, iii. 90, 92. 

I^at-va^tra, a son of Zarathustra, iii. 92. 
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Jahi, the demon of Lust, ii. 56, Note 23 . 

Kar-mahi, the Fish, ii. 7, Note iii. 106. 
Karshipta, the Bird, i. 19. 

Ker^ac^pa, cooks his food on the ser¬ 
pent, ii. 51, iii. 129 ; kills Cnavidhaka, 
iii. 129. 

Khraf^tras, i. 124, iii. 166. 

Kosti, iii. 4, Note. 

Lamp-prayer, iii. 189. 

Lights,* the beginningless, i. 142, ii. 66, 
iii. 148. 

Mah-myayis, iii. 9. 

Mah-Yasht, iii. 45. 

Maiden, seduction of a, i. 116 ff. 
Maidhyairya, Gahanbar, iii. 183. 
MaidhyOshema, Gahanbar, iii, 181. 
Maidhyozaremaya, Gahanbar, iii. 181. 
Majesty, the Kingly, iii. 126-134. 
Malkoshan, i. 19, Note 6 . 

Marriage, amongst relations, ii. 12, Note 3 , 
iii. 157. 

Mihr-nyayis, iii. 8. 

Mihr-Yasht, iii. 57. 

Mi^vana, i. 144, Note 15. 

Mithra. See Mihr-Yasht. 

Mithra-druja, i. 29 ff. 

Moon. See Mah-Yasht. 

Navel of the Waters, ii. 26, iii. 130. 

-Women, iii. 146, Note. 

Nikah, or Marriage-Prayer, iii. 173. 

Ormazd-Yasht, iii. 21. 

Pairika, the, who attached herself to 
Ker^a^pa, i. 4. 

Paitishahya, Gahanbar, iii. 182. 
Paoiryo-tkaesha, iii. 82 Note, and 179 
Note. , 

Parendi, ii. 14. 

Parodars, the Bird, h 128, iii. 139. 
Patets, the, iii. 153-i71. 

Qarshet-nyayis, iii. 6. 

Qarshet-Yasht, iii. 44. 


Ram-Yasht, iii. Ill 

Rapithwina, Gah, iii. 17. 

Resurrection, i. 132, iii. 87, Note 134. 

Qaoshyancj, i. 137, 143, Note 4. 

Cpenta-armaiti, daughter of Ahura, i- 
139, ii. 106 ; mother of Ashis-vahuhi, 
iii. 120. 

Qpenta-Mainyu, Gatha, ii. 110. 

Craosho, i. 130 ff. See also Crosh-Yasht. 

Crosh-Yasht ii. 121. 

^l’osh-Yasht-Hadokht, iii. 74. 

Soul, state of, in the future world, i. 141, 
iii. 137. 

Sirozah, iii. 145. 

Stars, Fish Stars, or Shooting Stars, iii. 
47. 

Thraetaona, i. 5, ii. 51, iii. 35. 

Tistar-Yasht (Tistrya), iii. 46. 

Udra. See Water-dog. 

Ustavaiti, Gatha, ii. 100. 

Uzayeiriha, Gah, iii. 18. 

Yahistoisti, Gatha, ii. 118. 

Yanant-Yasht, iii. 135. 

Vergthraghna, i. 142, ii. 6, 7, Note 14, 
iii. 103 If. 

Yishaptatha, ii. 27, 33, 37, iii. 45. 

Water. See Ardvt- 9 ura and Navel of 
the Waters. 

Water-dog, i. 110, 111. 

Wife, duty of a Mazdaya^nian, ii. 12. 
Note 5 . 

Ya^na-Haptarihaiti, ii. 95. 

Yashts, iii. 21 ff. 

Yima, i. 14 ff., iii. 34. 

Zamyad-Yasht, iii. 125. " 

Zarathustra, i. 19, 137 ff., ii. 7, Note 1, 
50, 52, 70, iii. 39-41, 120, 133 et 
passim. 
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